QUEEN'’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST
European Master’s Degree in Human Rights and Democratisation

AY.2013/2014

TO RESPECT OR TO HEAL?

EU Data Protection Reform to Threaten Medical Research.

Finding a Balance Between Two Human Rights.

Author: Norbert Ostro

Supervisor: Dr. Mark L. Flear, LL.M., PhD.



Abstract

In this thesis | will deal with the latest changaesEU Data Protection Regulation
regarding health data processing in medical reeednwill argue that some of the EU
Parliament Committee's proposed amendments impeseus restrictions that may
unintentionally threaten scientific advancementsaimumber of areas. | will try to
explain how the implementation of those amendmevidsid make much research
involving personal data at worst illegal, and agthe some cases even unworkable. The
way to do this is going to be done by comparisod analyses. | will try to answer
which kinds of research might be threatened andrevlaed how to find a balance

between the two human rights.
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