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ABSTRACT 
 

In this thesis the author has explored relevant legal and human security frameworks specifically 

covering wartime sexual violence to assess the position, protection or visibility of the relatively 

‘silent’ victim group of male victims. It was found that in the current instruments, the visible 

victims are ‘women and girls’. They are often included explicitly in legal and policy provisions, 

thereby seemingly excluding male victims. However, many reports substantiate significant male 

victimization of wartime sexual violence. The apparent female-focused approach has 

programmatic implications for male victims, who are under-recognized and under-protected. 

The instruments in place follow traditional gender roles, where men are conceptualized as 

aggressive perpetrators and women as non-violent victims, being traditional notions of 

hegemonic masculinity and heterosexuality. The existing serious dichotomy between visible 

and invisible victims is prominently based on their ‘gender identity’ and leads to structural 

discrimination of, for instance, male victims of rape or other forms of sexual violence. To 

overcome this situation and develop more inclusive instruments, it is advised to reconceptualise 

the meaning and use of words like ‘gender’, ‘gender perspective’ and ‘gender dimension’. 

Additionally, a more intersectional approach to sexual violence should be adopted, 

understanding that victims have a multitude of identities such as ethnicity or religious affiliation 

that make them particularly vulnerable to suffering.  
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ABBREVIATIONS 
 

In this thesis some of the following abbreviations shall frequently be used.  
 

 

CAT    Convention Against Torture  

CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women  

DEVAW Declaration Against Violence Against Women  

DRC Democratic Republic of the Congo  

ECHR European Court of Human Rights   

GBV    Gender-Based Violence 

IAC    International Armed Conflict  

IACHR    Inter-American Court of Human Rights  

ICCPR    International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights  

ICJ    International Court of Justice  

ICTY    International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia  

ICTR    International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 

ICC     International Criminal Court 

NIAC    Non-International Armed Conflict  

NGO    Non-Governmental Organisation  

SCSL    Special Court for Sierra Leone  

SGBV    Sexual and Gender-Based Violence  

UN    United Nations  

UNGA    United Nations General Assembly  

UNSC    United Nations Security Council 

UNSG    United Nations Secretary-General 

WPS    Women, Peace and Security (Resolution 1325 discourse)  
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