THE HUMAN RIGHT TO WATER IN THE EU:
CONSIDERATIONS FOR AN EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION

Susana Leal da Silva

Supervisor: Professor Christophe Maubernard

European Master’s Degree in Human Rights and Democratisation
Université Montpellier 1
2012-2013 Academic Year



Submitted July 2013



European Master’s Degree in
Human Rights and Democratisation
o

Declaration against plagiarism'

To be signed and placed at the beginning of the thesis

Name of the student: SusanaLeal DaSilva

Second semester host university: Université Montpellier I

Name of the supervisor: Frofessor Christophe Maubernard

I certify that the attached is all my own work.

I understand that | may be penalised if | use the words of others without
acknowledgement.

e

(Signature)

' Art. 5.1.i of the E.MA Rules of Assessment: The thesis shall consist of an academic piece of work, written
individually and independently by the student. It shall be different from work previously undertaken by the student
outside the framework of the E.MA Programme, e.g. in another Master’s programme. It shall be written in English.
The student may write the thesis in French upon prior approval of the E.MA director of the second semester
University. [...]



European Master’s Degree in
Human Rights and Democratisation
o

Statement on the use of the E.MA thesis for library purposes’

Academic year: 2012-2013 e,

I hereby allow’

o _ Publication of the entire thesis on the web
V/ Publication only of the abstract and table of content of the thesis on the web

Use of the thesis in the library for the purposes of:
Consultation only

o Photocopying

o Loan

o Digital format (pdf) delivery (only for other Masterini)

(Signature)

! As decided by the E.MA Executive Committee on 22-23 April 2005.
% Tick only the options you allow.




Abstract

Access to water is a human right recognised internationally. Despite regulating
important issues related to water and human rights, European Union’s law still does not
recognise it explicitly. The effective implementation of this human right within the
Union boundaries is already threatened by several challenges, which cannot be
completely addressed by European Union’s law and policies. This issue is made more
pressing by the recognition that targets established in the Water Framework Directive
will not be achieved in due time (a situation that raises concerns about the quality and
scarcity of European Union’s water bodies) and by the European Citizens' Initiative
that invites the European Commission to submit a legal proposal to ensure the human
right to water and sanitation to all, as recognized by the United Nations. In this context,
time seems to have come for the European Union to legally recognise the right to water,
which can provide the necessary human rights’ framework for its law and policies
guidance and likewise provide its citizens with an effective ground for the protection of

this fundamental right.
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