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Abstract

This thesis attempts to explore the ways in which cultural diversity and the multicultural society
are constructed in educational material of Dutch high schools. The research was motivated by
a) a growing interest by scholars and politicians in reforming (citizenship) education to respond
to the demands of globalised and culturally diverse societies; b) the need to better understand
the current constructs of cultural diversity and the multicultural society that students are
exposed to; and c) the interest in exploring these constructs in the particular context of the
Netherlands, which has faced a remarkable policy shift from strong support for multiculturalism
to a more restrictive approach. For the purposes of this research a thematic analysis was carried
out of the most widely-used teaching method of societal science in the Netherlands. The results
hereof were analysed from a social constructionist perspective, drawing on and discussing the
concepts and theories from the field of social psychology. Analysis indicated the simultaneous
presence of various, at times potentially contradictory understandings of cultural diversity and
the multicultural society. It was concluded that, contrary to declarations in public and political
discourse on ‘the death of multiculturalism’, the multiculturalism debate is actually very much

alive.
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