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Abstract

Can Educommunicatiorbe a good approach to address the challenges of the
fulfillment of the rights of the child in Guinea-&au, namely Article 12 of the
CRC, “participation” and right to be heard? Thdeaetion around this question is
presented in this Thesis based on information cttewith different stakeholders
that are dealing directly with the matters of th@lccin this African country as
members of national NGO’s, State officials, Inteéior@al Organizations as
UNICEF and, mainly, the children. The theoretiqainiework of this research is
founded onEducommunicatiortheories from Paulo Freire’s bibliography of the
time he went to a post independent Guinea-BissathenSeventies to recent
Educommunicatiostudies and also experiences developed nowadaghildyen

in Brazil and Africa, especiall§Rede de Criancas e Jovens Jornalistas da Guiné-
Bissau”. The voice of the child is the starting point andin lead of this research
that concludes by recommending a nation-wiBelucommunicatio-based
approach for human rights to respond the challermjethe implementation of
Article 12 of the CRC in that country. Since itsl@pendence no president has
managed to conclude his mandate and in GuineaBisisa 18" lowest HDI of
the world. The recommendations provided in thissi$iare aligned to the most
updated concluding observations on Guinea-Bissavged by the Committee on
the Rights in June 2013.
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INTRODUCTION

1. The voice of the child leading this research

Photo 1:R6 Gilberto Gomes Ca during interview conceed thio8kype for this thesis purpose.
(Bissau-Padova. 13 May 20f3)

“It was the radio produced by children that made wigh to be member of the
Children and Young Journalists Network of GuinessBu (RCJJ). At that time, RCJJ
had a radio program, the same program we stillm@@nd transmit every Saturday. |
liked it a lot. | really liked to listen to a fridrof mine and many other children talking
about children’s rights on the radio. That is wimg @ay | told himthe friend that |
really liked it and he invited me to attend one tingeof RCJJ and to make a
submission test. | was approved and | am a menmtétaday. (...) In 2008, | became
a member and in 2010 | assumed a position in tledt@mtion. In that year, |
candidate myself for a Secretary-general positith lawas elected by the General
Assembly. This year we will have another Generalefxsbly. At that time, | did not
know anything about it. | have learned a lot witBR. The way those children speak
on the radio. | learned a lot about this topie (right of the chililbecause every week
we talk in the radio about subjects related toliteeof children. | can say that | have
learned a lot with RCJJ and | am a communicatothisf organization and | keep
working for the welfare of the children in Guine&s$au.(...) | would like to say that
we will continue to do our job with or without supp of international or national
organizations2

! All the pictures published in this thesis wereatalby me, with the exception of Photothat was taken
by Grupo Artes Simples de Teatngth permission for being published in this Thesis

2 Interview (in Portuguese) done through Skype WithGilberto Gomes C4, General-secretary of RCJJ,
Bissau-Padua, 13 May 2013. (Transcription in Annex)

13



Those words were said by R6 Gilberto Gomes Ca dfoaday morning in Bissau,
capital of Guinea-Bissau. He is a seventeen yddr&ainean-Bissau citizen, who is
still considered a Child under the definition oétBonvention on the Right of the Child
(CRCY. On 13 May 2013, he went to The United Nationst@ysin Bissau to concede
an interview for the purposes of this Thesis. | Wwased in the Human Rights Center of
University of Padua, Italy and talked to the bosotlgh Skype, thanks to the support of
the UN Documentation and Information Center, nantle¢ylibrarian Mr. laguba Djalo,
who did not measure efforts to provide the inter@inection. During the interview,
RO Gilberto was able to be heard and shared farnak@ne hour his views about the
challenges of the implementation of the CRC in dosntry, focusing on article 12
“participation of the child”, the main thematic appched by this Thesis.

Internet access is really restrict to the citizésn that Portuguese speaking country,
ex-colony of Portugal located in West Africa, attborder with the francophone
Senegal and Guinea-Conakry. The population is ardué million inhabitants. Only
40% of those who live in the capital of Bissau haceess to electric energy, against
20% of those who live in rural aréaghe boy Ré Gilberto can consider himself lucky.
He was able to conclude the basic education iruatcpwhere only 1 in 10 children go
to school. Although under-five child mortality declined frog10 to 161 child deaths
per 1,000 live births between 1990 and 2010, #msains one of the highest rates in the
world. Guinea-Bissau has th& Fighest under-five mortality in the world: oneduery
six children dies before his or héf Birth.”

For the last 15 years the country has been suffexith political instability. Since 12
April of 2012, day of the last military coup, Guadissau is under a transitory

government. Public schools are constantly undéestbut according to R6 Gilberto , it

¥ CRC (Article 1) For the purposes of the presemtv@ation, a child means every human being below
the age of eighteen years unless under the lavicapj# to the child, majority is attained earlier.

* CRC (Article 12) 1. States Parties shall assurthéochild who is capable of forming his or her own
views the right to express those views freely Imadtters affecting the child, the views of theldhieing
given due weight in accordance with the age andirtatof the child. 2. For this purpose, the clslkll

in particular be provided the opportunity to be rdea any judicial and administrative proceedings
affecting the child, either directly, or throughrepresentative or an appropriate body, in a manner
consistent with the procedural rules of nationel.la

®> Government of Guinea-Bissau, 2012, p.12.

® Group of NGOs working on Child Matters (RepublfdGuinea-Bissau), 2011, p.15.

"UNICEF Guinea-Bissau, 2012, p.11.
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does not matter because the majority of the cmldtethis period go to the field to work
with their parents in the cashew harvest. Thisrmfation is confirmed by UNICEF
Guinea-Bissatl according to a 2010 study, the school dropow reached as high as
30% during the cashew harvesting season in themetfi Biombo, as children are also
mobilized as part of the labor force. Only to pdw®sian overview, cashew represents
98% of the exportations of the country and Guines#u’'s cashew production
represents 12% of the production of the whole world

One curiosity can better illustrate the difficuitidaced daily by Guinea-Bissau’s
population. A foreigner that has the opportunityspeend few months in the country
(especially those who are from the developed casjtcan very often be shocked with
the situation of a colleague or even a close pesonnd forties who seemed to be
really healthy the day before, but suddenly diedtrday. A teacher, a doctor, a
neighbor, the taxi driver and so on. Was the readdhose deaths is an armed conflict?
No, they are the consequences of being a citizemefof the least developed countries
in the world where the life expectancy rate is abd7 year¥. This is only one aspect
that evidences the size of the challenges regardawglopment and human rights
fulfillment faced by Guinea-Bissau today. Those rabteristics of the country,
described above, are very important to be presdntéae introduction of this work in
order to make the readers already familiar witleality that presents extreme human
rights deficiencies.

Coming back to the child’s interview, besides pdivg detailed information about the
life of children in his country and the challendes the fulfilment of their rights, RO
Gilberto told me why since he was 12 years-old & lleen engaged in communication
and mobilization activities for the promotion ofildnen’s rights, even without having
any material motivation as money. Indeed, during ithterview he also shared the
reasons why more than 50 children who currentlg liv Bissau, the capital of the™.0

lowest Human Development Indéxcountry, are, like him, strongly committed to the

8 Ibidem, p.58.
o Government of Guinea-Bissau, 2012, p.9.

19UNICEF Guinea-Bissau, 2013, p.15.
1 UNDP, 2013, p.154.
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promotion of children’s rights, including weekly rpaipating on Sunday in meetings
and mobilization activities held “by children fohitdren”, without any particular
financial support for transportation to attend theents, food and water, but with a

guaranteed fun.

2. Scope and aim of the research

RO Gilberto’'s words are the starting point of tfikesis. His views can be found
reflected in the majority of the pages of this waakd they also guided research and
collection of information regarding Guinea-Bissauthe Universal Periodic Review
reports, the state reports to the Committee orRilgats of the Child, African Human
Rights regional documents and documents relatedthto Child Participation’s
theoretical framework. R6 Gilberto’s words alsooregted in every single conversation
held in the framework of the elaboration of thise$is, including the dialogue with
national and international partners’ offices in @a-Bissau, namely UNICEF and
Association of Child-Friendly Peoplégsociacdo Amigos da Crianga AMIC), and
with children’s rights experts at the Committeetioe Rights of the Child and at Geneva
based NGO officers, at Plan International, SOS dzéil’s village and Child Rights
Connect.

All these efforts were made with the aim at addrgsthe main hypothesis of this work:
Can Educommunicatiorprovide a useful approach to address the chalterngethe
fulfillment of the rights of the children in Guind#issau, especially having regard to
Article 12 of the CRC, “participation and righthbe heard”?

Educommunicatioli is a new field of social intervention and professil work that has
been emerging in the interface of communication eddcation areas during the last
century. It can be defined as every communicatictiora developed in an educative
space with the aim of producing what the Spanisimistcian, philosopher and
anthropologist, naturalized Colombian, Jesus Mdtrbero defines as a
“Communicational Ecosystem”. This consists in thenpotion of a dialogical and

creative atmosphere in educative spaces with the ddi breaking the hierarchy of

2 Soares, 1999, p.41.
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knowledge distribution, precisely by the recogmtibat all people involved in the flow
of information are cultural producers, regardlesgheir operational function in the
educational environment. The core Blucommunicatioremerged in the fight for
human rights in different scenarios of violatioaspecially in the context the violations
of the right to communication and freedom of expi@s occurred during the
dictatorships in Latin America in the Sixties andhe Seventies.
NowadaysEducommunicatioimas been used by different international orgaitinatas
UNESCO and UNICEF in Brazit and also by the Brazilian Government, with the aim
of promoting the fulfillment of children’s rightsidifferent fields, such as urban areas,
public schools, HIV prevention and environment ediorn programs.
Educommunicatiorthrough its participatory and dialogical processiew applied to
children, allow them to access their rights by clise participating in dialogical
processes that not only allow them to be heard,atsd empower them to actively
participate in the elaboration of communication ducts and to lead mobilization
initiatives for the promotion of their own right&ducommunicatiorhas also been
presenting good outcomes outside Brazil: in thkl fad health in Africa, and in India

for freedom of expression of minority groups anddgr equality.

3. Motivation

The theoretical framework dducommunicatioris presented in more detail in Chapter
3. However, it is important to highlight here wilaaé the reasons that led me to analyze
the possibilities of Educommunicationand to address the challenges of CRC
implementation in Guinea-Bissau. | have accumulatede than 10 years of research
and work experience in the field &ducommunicationn Brazil; during 18 months,
from 2010 to 2012, | had the opportunity to live Guinea-Bissau working as the
Communication and Advocacy Officer of the UN Restd€oordinator in the country.
During this period, even not being a priority in ngsks, | had worked in close
collaboration with RO Gilberto and the other 50ladtan that compose the Children and

Young Journalists Network of Guinea-Bissau (RC3J)ider to promote capacity-

13 Information about those projects is presenteddnendetail in Chapter 3.
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building on Educommunicationto enable them to actively participate in the

implementation of the UN official agenda in the oow.

\ N il W

Photo 2: RCJJ in a meeting with the Special Representanfitiee UN Secretary-General (at that
time) for the dialogue about the children and yopanticipation in the peacebuilding process in
the country. (Bissau. 20 September 2011).

In 2011, in Bissau, | trained the members of RCJ Educommunication
methodologies, as they were created by the Brazjauth and transmitted to me. The
same methodologies used by the NGO “Viracdo Eduaacagao” and by UNESCO in
an UN Joint Program called “Human Securlfytieveloped in S&o Paulo, Brazil, were
quickly learned by the Guinean-Bissau children. iDgithree consecutive days, they
participated in a capacity building sessionEmlucommunicatioheld in the UN System
in Guinea-Bissau. Some big collective posters -civhwere produced by the children
through a participatory process - were formallyspréged to the United Nations
authorities in the country and also exposed in # atathe UN building. In the
framework of the International Peace Day childréso déad the opportunity to have a
meeting with the Special Representative of the @dr&ary-General in Guinea-Bissau
to discuss with him about the participation of gfeldren and youth in the national

peacebuilding process.

14Information about this UN Joint Program availabieRortuguese) at
http://www.projetosegurancahumana.org/ (Consultetay 2013).
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This capacity building exercise had a broader dgbah just making children jointly
producing big posters or meeting UN officers. Thaimgoal of these activities, which
are presented in Chapter 4, was to allow childeebet part of a dialogical process that
could make them able not only to be heard, butdely express themselves.
Surprisingly, the main outcome of thisducommunicatiorexperience held with the
children of RCJJ was that the members of this ndtwwere already doing
Educommunicatiorsince the creation of RCJJ in 2006 in Bissau, whith support of
UNICEF. Those children manage by themselves tharietwork of children, without
the participation of any adult. They are stronghynenitted to the values of the CRC
and contribute to its promotion in the country bgekly producing a radio program and
jointly planning their activities and actions thghu a real “Communicational
Ecosystem”. From this experience it is possiblady that Article 12 of the CRC has
been implemented or has been accessed by the neofRCJIJI through an effective
Educommunicatioprocess, managed “by children for children”. Hoem\according to
RO Gilberto’s interview, this is not the case foe tajority of children, whose right to
participate and to be heard is denied, becauseaal/rfactors that will be addressed in
the next chapters. It is in connection with thisitext that the main hypothesis of this

Thesis emerged.

4. Methodology

This Thesis seeks to answer or at least promogdlection aroundeducommunication
for children rights by collecting updated infornmatifrom different stakeholders that are
dealing directly with child rights policies in treuntry such as members of national
NGO’s, State officials, International funds, actdise UNICEF and, mainly, the
children. The voice of the child is the startingntaand main lead of the research. R6
Gilberto’s interview and also the practical expaeeewith the children of RCJJ are the
main basis of this study. The academic researdlgction and analysis of information
were done through six main steps:

1. Records, notes and outcomes from the practical wWeveloped with RCJJ

by the author of this Thesis in Guinea-Bissau ih120012;
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An interview with a child from RCJJ in Bissau coded face to face
through Skype;

An interview | had face to face in Geneva with Hezretary-executive of
the Association of Child-Friendly Peoplagsociacao Amigos da Crianca —
AMIC) who is also the secretary-executive of th@@r of NGOs Working
on Child Matters Coligacdo das Organizacdes de Defesa dos Direitos d
Crianca na Guiné-BissaGODEDIC-GB);

An interview done through Skype and also by e-ntail the main
international partners of the Guinea-Bissau progadinmplementation of
the CRC, namely UNICEF Guinea-Bissau;

Collection of information in Geneva at the Comnattan the Rights of the
Child during two trips: one held in the framework B.MA second
semester’s curriculum at the Human Rights Centétasfua University, and
the other for the purpose of attendance the meetinGuinea-Bissau on the
63 session of the Committee on the Rights of thedhil

Research on the theoretical framework of Educomaoation concepts as
applied to children’s participation and peace etlana

Analysis at documents regarding Guinea-Bissau medion the occasion
of the country’'s UPR assessment at state reportisetdCommittee on the
Rights of the Child and at documents related toeligpment and
peacebuilding, namely the Guinea-Bissau Nationgbdrefor the World
Summit on Sustainable Development Rio+20, repoktthe UN Security
Council and of UNICEF.

This Thesis is structured in five Chapters. In Gbaf, the reality of the life in Guinea-

Bissau is showed in three parts: firstly, the centef poverty and development

challenges is introduced; secondly, the politingtability historical context is presented

with a special focus on the current scenario dfterlast military coup of 12 April 2012

and thirdly, the Chapter draws some reflection adoilne root causes of this hard reality

following the main structure of the UPR sources.
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The human rights violations suffered by childrea addressed in Chapter 2, which also
presents the most updated information acquirednduthe 65 Session of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child, where theaiaibn at Guinea-Bissau was
discussed on 7 June 2013.

Chapters 3 and 4 are dedicated to the presentaittittre Educommunicatiotheoretical
and practical framework, including the academicotles related to this field, the
practical experiences developed in Latin Americal #drica, specially some pilot
Educommunicatiomctivities developed in Guinea-Bissau between 201d 2012. The
concept of participation and the emphasis on thejestivity of the child, its
independence, its status as a citizen — on evalutertainly, but a citizetoto jure">-
are the theoretical basis of this Chapter.

Finally, Chapter 5 presents in more details a céfi@ around the implementation of a
nation-wideEducommunicatio#brased approach to the rights of the Child, folldvig
recommendations to the Government of Guinea-BisthauUnited Nations and other
relevant stakeholders.

Some difficulties faced by me during the elaboratid this research in the acquisition
of information can help the reflection around timalenges for the implementation of
the CRC in the country. First of all, the lack @ngler equality in Guinea-Bissau which
starts in early life among boys and girls which adelressed in Chapter 1. One boy and
one girl of RCJJ were invited to concede an inwwithrough Skype, but,
unfortunately, only RO Gilberto was able to papate.

The final consideration to wrap up this introduntis actually a special call to pay
attention to the first sentences said by the chudted at the very beginning of this
Thesis. RO Gilberto affirmed in his interview thiatwas the radio program what
attracted him the most to become an active memfRC3dJ. A possibility of real fun in
an Educommunicatiorprocess, “a radio program made by children foldcen” is
responsible for making R6 Gilberto become an activenan rights defender and a
promoter of the CRC in the country, together witheo 50 members of RCJJ. Access to
his right to play, guaranteed by Article 31 of tBRC on the child's right to leisure,

15 De Stefani, 2012, p.164.
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play, recreation, culture and the arts was alspamrsible for making him able to freely
express himself and to be heard. Based on thisriexge, if the international
organisations had started includiBgucommunicatioms a priority in the main projects
they support or implement in the country in thenfeavork of the promotion of the
CRC, would more children be involved and motivatedfully participate to the
promotion of their own rights? CoulBducommunicationwhich combines education,
communication, participation and play, be way fdd@ssing some of the challenges of
the implementation of the CRC in a country like @a-Bissau? Reflections around

those questions are presented in the next chapters.
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CHAPTER 1
The callenges faced by those who live in the "l@owest HDI
of the world

Photo 3Varela Beach in Guinea-Bissau, a country with hqgantity of natural resources.
(Varela. 3 March 2012)

1.1. Children’s life in Guinea-Bissau

“My life is normal. Last year, | concluded the tftblyear [last year of Guinea-
Bissau basic education system] and now | am lookimgscholarships. My daily
routine is to do nothing. Not only me but the miyjoof the children and youth
face the same situation. You wake up in the moraimg until the evening you do
not have anything to dd®

The first two sentences of the Economy OverviewGoinea-Bissau presented at the
CIA World Factbook provide a picture of what meém$e a citizen in Guinea-Bissau:
one of the poorest countries in the world, Guinéss&8u's legal economy depends
mainly on farming and fishing, but trafficking irarcotics is probably the most lucrative
trade. The combination of limited economic prospe@ weak and faction-ridden
government, and favourable geography have madeVikist African country a way

station for drugs bound for EurojﬁeThis brief description can give an idea of the

16 Interview (in Portuguese) with Robert Gilberto Gaeneral-secretary of the Children and Young
Journalists Network of Guinea-Bissau (RCJJ), Bisé¢8uMay 2013. (Transcription in Annex)

1 Information available at CIA World Factbook welstittps://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-
world-factbook/geos/pu.html (consulted on May 2013)
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reality defined as normal by the boy RO Gilbertdhe introduction. He is only one of
the almost 90% of the boys and girls or men and &obetween 15 and 24 years not
officially employed in his country. According to dNIF report released in the end of
2011, the occupancy rate for the age group of 1y&as was 10.6%. Considering
underemployment and sub-employment among youngl@eiby@ unemployment rate is
probably about 3092

By the other hand, one article written by an Erdgjaurnalist for the tourism section of
“The Guardian” newspaper provides an idea of theirah beauty of the country’s
territory and its abundant natural resources argeléouristic potential which contrasts
with the high levels of poverty and instability.lf& Bijag6s archipelago, comprising 18
major islands and dozens of smaller ones, cov&@02sq km of ocean. It belongs to
Guinea-Bissau, one of those African countries carely hears about, a tiny former
Portuguese colony wedged between Senegal and Guiifeaon the islands, which
have UNESCO Biosphere Reserve status, seems taltok much as it has done for
hundreds of years. While the beaches are pristidevahite, there's rarely anyone on
them except the old fisherman.(...) It's worth gpeg a few days in Bissau, which is
linked by direct flights to Lisbon, ideally for thieebruary carnival, when dozens of
ethnic groups come in from the villages and shdwhair unique cultures of music and
dance and everyone drinks and dances till dawns&tethnic groups — culturally
unrelated, speaking different languages and wopsigpdifferent gods — live together
peacefully day after day, but that is one of thB&an facts that never make the news.
Then plan for a week on the islands to see birds anmals that have been all but
chased into extinction elsewhere in west Afri¢a”

1,6 million inhabitants; 50% are Muslin, 40% haweligenous beliefs and 10% are
Christians. Regarding ethnic groups, 30% are Bald1% are Fula, 14% are Manjaca,
13% are Mandinga, 7% are Papel and less than 1%uaopean and mulatto. They all
leave in peace among themselves. The main caudbeotountry’s instability is

political. This issue is addressed in part 1.2hed Chapter. This West Africa nation has

18 \MF 11/353, 2011, p.6.

19Skelton, 2011, available at http://www.guardiarukétravel/2011/may/21/guinea-bissau-beach-
holidays (consulted on May 2013).
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2 million hectares of forest, a bit more than 55¢4h® national territory. This great
ecological potential is rich and with diverse raiafsts, dry forests, gallery forests,
savannahs, palms and mangroves. However, thesaercesoface a rapid destruction
estimated in 50.000 hectares per )?gar.

The population is distributed unequally across tdretory, with 25% concentrated in
the Autonomous Sector of Bissau (the capital, mwbainized area of the country).
Rural administrative sectors have the highest aanagon of children under five and
under 18 years-old. The sectors that have the kiglmncentration of children are also
the ones with the highest levels of extreme povertthe countr}?.lBetween one-third
and half of the population live on less than USPet day in the seven poorest regions
of the country. Even in the best performing regiBolama/Bijagos, almost half of the
population lives of less than USD 2 per day. Inrégion of Gabu (where is located the
second biggest city of the country), absolute piyvexr closest to universal, affecting
84% of the population. Infrastructure is particlyigooor in rural areas. Children and
women have to travel long distances to access|smridces’

The disparities between the urban and rural areasalao reflected in the access to
Education. According to a recent UNICEF Guinea &iss report'A Review of Equity
and child rights in Guinea-Bissay’about half of the population lives within 5 km af
health centr&. Today, a child living in urban areas in 1.5 timmasre likely to be
attending school than a child living in rural areadere three out of five school-age
children remain out of schddl Another aspect of inequality to the access taitii@ to
education is the fact there are still more boysithals in classroom. Wider gender
disparities can be also found in rural areas, ®8tyirls for every 100 boys in primary
school, compared with 97 girls for every 100 baysurban areas. Only one in three

girls who enter in primary school arrives to Gr&jend finishing primary school does

20 Government of Guinea-Bissau, 2012, p.9.
%1 UNICEF Guinea-Bissau., 2012, p.17-20.
22 Ibidem, p.21.

23 Ibidem, p.27.

24 Ibidem, p.54.
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not mean they will be able to write and réad

In practical daily life, this inequality among bogad girls in the access to education,
according to Plan International, goes beyond rightaust be concerned also with what
they are able to do with those rights in the keaaarof their lives: health, relationships,
work and citizenship. In a recent research studysemen African countries, Plan
examined the challenges adolescent girls face ttange and to stay in school. Among
the findings of this study, Plan found that in GaarBissau, girls work an average of
eight hours a day on household chores compared &verage of three hours for boys.
Tiredness and lack of time for schoolwork wereelists consequences of this burden.
These affect directly the ability of the girls @atrf’. Plan concludes that when girls
learn in a place that understands them, meets tlegids and challenges them in a
constructive way, results are positive. But findthg door into which that key will fit is

a task that cannot be met by schools alone.

The education system has been particularly resilierthe face of rapid growth in
school-aged population and continual political ahgity in the country. Improved
access to education is reflected in substantialeases in enrolment and attendance
rates in primary and secondary schools. The nenddince rate for primary and
secondary schools increased from 54% to 67% optimeary school aged-population
between 2006 and 2030 This is not an isolated situation. The accesadtacation has
improved worldwide, however, there are significanmbers of girls who, as they reach
adolescence, for example, have little or no pathis progressz. According to UNICEF
Guinea-Bissau, the improved access to educatitimeicountry has benefited privileged
children — rich, urban boys from the Sector Autonosiof Bissau — rather than the less
privileged ones — poor, rural girls from the easirsening inequality in educatidh

One of the main factors that prevents equitablesscto Education are the late entry,

child marriage and child labour. Children of Guirigiasau often go to school at a later

2 Ibidem, p.52.

26 Plan International, 2012, p.5.

27 UNICEF Guinea-Bissau, 2012, p.54.
28 Plan International, 2012, p.61.

2% UNICEF Guinea-Bissau, 2012, p.54.
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age than six. One of the reasons for this delayeéss is that very few children are
registered at birth, which means that parents doknow precisely the age of their
children. Only 5% of the children have the oppoitiuto go to pre-school. The early
marriage is also an issue that affects school @diece, particularly, of girls in rural
areas. One of ten women in those areas gets maefede 15 years-old. Many of them
drop school to get married. Another dilemma facedhe children who entered late in
school is the need of having to work to earn awnme for their families. In 2010, 57%
of the children aged between 5 and 14 were invoinehild labour’®

Right to health is another huge challenge in thenty. And the inequality between the
urban areas and rural zones is still a reality. rtOQvaf of the health workers are
concentrated in the capital. Nurses and midwivesane in short supply in rural areas
and those who are there face difficult living cdiodis and are unlike to remain I(fﬁg
Between 1994 and 2008 there were at least eighémehoutbreaks. Access to adequate
sanitation is only for few: more than 80% of thepplation is in need. Even in the
district of Bissau, only 20% of the population bitsefrom a functioning sanitation
system they do not have to share with other pedtié.prevalence is of 5.3% in the
population from 15 to 49 years-old, more than twilse average HIV prevalence of
West and Central Africa (2%). More than one in tEnldren treated at nutrition
recuperation centres are HIV positive. However, mataltion is the cause of 35% of
under-five child mortality and still a major heattbncern in the country.

Not only the inequality between boys and girlsighh but also the women deserve a
special attention. From the girls age as addrebséate, as mothers, wives, workers,
citizens of a very patriarchal society where vigkemgainst them is a reality since the
early age, women are victims of widespread viotetiof their human rights. The
country has made some steps forward in the fighinat) gender inequality in the last
two years. On February 2012, Guinea-Bissau hastadojmhe National Policy for
Gender Equality and Gender Equity (PNIEG) and, 0112 a law that forbidden the

Female Genital Mutilation was approved. Howevemynaomen are still unprotected.

30 Ibidem, p.58.
31 |bidem, p. 35-44.
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One report launched by the Government in %:nfzesents an overview of the violence
against women in the country. The most cases famhtrelated to physical, psychological,
sexual and economic violence had occurred in tmdyfain the original or in the family of
the matrimony. The main direct aggressors are tisbdnds, boyfriends or partners or even
the father or the husband’s family. Between 2008 3010, 23.193 denounces were
registered in the whole country. That it was anraye of 15 reported cases of violence
against women per day in the last five years. Batdcenario is even worse in reality
because according to a survey presented in thetréefi®o victim of violence did not
denounce the aggressor, and 85% affirmed haverediffeome violence, 48% reported
aggressions in the street, 14% at school and 12&chealth centre. Around 50% of the

women in the country has suffered Female Genitdilation.

1.2. Political instability impact on poverty

According to UNICEF Guinea-Bissil the widespread poverty worsens the situation
of vulnerability of the population: an extreme lawkfinancial resources constrains the
ability of communities to provide their children tivi health care, education and a
protective environment. In the specific case ofr@atBissau, a combination of factors
has led to this increase of poverty, including pioditical instability due to the recent
military rule. The country has become independemnhfPortugal in 1974 after a long-
decade war of independence. Since then, Guineauisas been facing instability. In
the last decade, continued political instability téndered reconstruction and economy
recovery, with the latest presidential electiortsrirupted by a military coup on 12 April
2012. The coup came ahead of a presidential ruelefftion that was slated for 22
April, between Carlos Gomes Junior and a formesiBest, Kumba Yala, prompting
calls from the international community for a rettorcivilian rulé,

The fear of the population regarding the emergeaica civil war combined with the

hopeless feeling of the international communitytthiéas engaged in so many

32 Government of Guinea-Bissau, 2012, p.1-14.
33 UNICEF Guinea-Bissau, 2012, p.18.

34 |nformation available at the UN News Centre websit
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?News|D=44886#x0diK8wo. (Consulted on May 2013).
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development projects which had to be suddenly rapéed. That was the scenario of
Guinea-Bissau on 12 April of 2012. After that naity coup, many States started taking
off their ambassadors from the country to avoid evéenment under a military
command. Development projects gave place to mommahuarian concerns as
guaranteeing food and access to health servicabetgpopulation. | was living in
Guinea-Bissau when this last military coup occurreglorking directly with
development projects, following the implementatodrihe UN Development Assistance
Framework UNDAF+ in the country.

In the evening of the coup, | was in a restauraBissau, the capital, with friends around 7
p.m when suddenly people started running arourehstng that the militaries were in the
streets heading the house of the Prime Ministelo€&omes Janior, which was around
three blocks away from there. The first thing dbgpehe group was going straight home to
turn on the United Nations radio in order to havee information. The fear was that the
military could break down the electricity right ayvé®n that night, the instability was felt in
very realistic way. If you do not have water, foadgcharged mobile, a radio with battery,
you feel how easily and suddenly you can be put situation of extreme vulnerability.
You, meaning a person from the international conitywuRor the local population, the fear
iIs mixed with the conformation with an instabilisgcenario that is not recent. In that
evening, part of the population started runningyafsam Bissau with their families to the

rural and poorer regions of the country.

Photo 4:Picture three days after the Military Coup of A@D12. This is the building of the

National Popular Assembly in Bissau. The sentend®ituguese means; “No Coup. Respect the
people’s decision”. (Bissau. 15 April 2012)
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Coming back to the evening of the military cou@niks to the Guinean-Bissau journalist
Antonio Aly Silva, who is the author of a blog ealDitadura do Consens(Dictatorship of
the Consensu%‘s) he created in 2008, the information about what ge@isg on was available
to those who had access to the internet in alreabktime. | was with three friends were all in
a room with the windows closed, constantly checkirgginternet and the UN radio that was
often informing the staff to not leave the houselsen suddenly a huge noise and an air
pressure was felt near the door. That was theeschigger and different than the noise of
shoots heard before. After some minutes, the coafion of what was that strong sound
came through this human rights defender and jastsablog at exactly 20h221 AST
MINUTE: There are shots of intimidation at the hoofeCarlos Gomes Jr, and the last
mortar was fired from his residence. For the fiishe, one hears ambulance sirénAt
20h33: LAST MINUTE: No radio operates in BissauAnd then, at 20h40: LAST
MINUTE: More a mortar fired from the residence bk tcandidate Carlos Gomes Jr.,
followed by shots of AK-47°

Along the night of the military coup, Antonio Alyil%a published in the blog 41 updates
posts of the situation in real tiftle including the report of the shots heard, the
kidnapping of the interim president and at the RriMinister by the militaries, the
situation in the hospital and also his personalreagions’|t pains me to see women
and children running around aimlessly through therkdstreets of Bissau. They cry,
gesticulate, call the children. They are disconsal&/ho will help them?’Antonio Aly
had a very important role on reporting the situatioreal time during that whole night,
however, he paid the consequences. He was cabgbaien and beaten by the military
after the coup. After few hours he was releasetliroNovember he was forced to leave
the country by the new government authoritieseéa€eers of the coup.

The case of this blogger is not isolated. Even teetbe military coup, the historical

context of Guinea Bissau had shown the lack ofdivee of expression. According to

% The blogDitadura do Consensés accessible at http://ditaduradoconsenso.bldggp@onsulted on
May 2013).

36 Post published by the blogger Antonio Aly Silva tae night of 12 April 2012 available at
http://ditaduradoconsenso.blogspot.it/2012_04_Ghiee.html (consulted on May 2013).

37 Posts published by the blogger Antonio Aly Siltehe night of 12 April 2012 from 19h41 to 07h50
available at http://ditaduradoconsenso.blogsp®®it?2_04_01_archive.html (consulted on May 2013).
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the report of the NGO Freedom Ho%although the constitution provides for freedom
of speech and of the press, these freedoms arentlyrnot respected. “Television and
radio stations and newspapers were shut down dtinegoup; they were allowed to
reopen days later but were warned not to critidize coup or report on protests.
Journalists regularly face harassment and intinodat especially regarding the
military's alleged involvement in drug traffickirand its role in the coup. Antonio Aly
dos Santos, Guinea-Bissau's most popular blogger,amrested and violently beaten in
April 2012 and forced to leave the country undeedh in November. In October 2012,
Fernando Teixeira GomeRadio Televisdo Portuguesaporter, was told to leave the
country because of his critical reporting of thevggmment. A few days later, the
government revised its position, and he was allowesiay”.39

In summary, the night of the coup, the militariegtained the Prime Minister Carlos
Gomes Jr. who was presidential candidate at tmaé tand the interim President
Raimundo Pereira. Since 1994 no elected presigefiuinea-Bissau has finished his
mandaté&’. The leaders of the April 12 military coup haveigled they were forced to
act in the perpetually unstable and impoverishadbnady the alleged threat posed to
the Guinea-Bissau military by an Angolan militaryiseion. However, a closer
examination of events reveals other motives, rélateGuinea-Bissau's emergence as a
prime transit point for the shipment of South Aman narcotics to European mark&ts.
According to the press statement released on Magf Z®12 by the Security Council
on the situation of Guinea-Bis$4uthe Security Council condemned the military coup
and expressed deep concern at reports of lootungah rights violations and abuses,
including arbitrary detentions, ill-treatment dgidetention and violent repression of
peaceful demonstrations, and recalled that thag®resible for such violations must be
held accountable. Concerns at a possible increaskug trafficking as a result of a

current instability was also expressed.

38 Freedom House, 2013, p.1.
39, .
Ibidem.

40 Information available at http://www.securitycouneport.org/monthly-forecast/2012-09/guinea-
bissau.php (consulted on May 2013).
“1 Jamestown Foundation, 2012.

42 5C/10640 AFR/2386, 30 April 2012.
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On 21 July 2012, a transitional government in GaiBessau set up on 23 May of that year
as a result of a deal brokered by The Economic Qamtgn of West African States
(ECOWAS) four-point program of action focused oi:pteparing for and conducting
presidential and legislative elections in April 2012) strengthening the rule of law,
including combating impunity and reforming the jostsector; 3) combating organised
crime, corruption and drug trafficking; and 4) exrking on security sector reform. That
same month, the country experienced a cripplinkeshry health workers protesting unpaid
salaries. The ECOWAS brokered deal which createdr#éimsitional government resulted in
the military formally retreating to the barracksdathe reinstatement of the elected
Parliament, though there is no obvious role for the transition phas4 .

Another important fact to be reported is that odaBuary of 2013, the United Nations
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon appointed former Tese President and Nobel Peace
Prize laureate Ramos-Horta as the new United Natienvoy to Guinea-Bissau.
According to UN information, Ramos-Horta took to ifea-Bissau more than three
decades of his experience on diplomatic and palitareer in the service of peace and
stability in East Timor and beyond. Working closelith the UN Transitional
Administration in East Timor (UNTAET), he helped twing about the peaceful
elections of the country’s Parliament and Presider2001 and 2002, respectively. In
2013, until the period of elaboration of this Tlseghe main focus of the international
community on Guinea-Bissau’s situation, led by RatHorta, was the preparation for
next elections. “All Bissau-Guineans must absormeav political culture where
elections would not lead to the division of the miby and the winner takes it all.
Bearing in mind the enormous challenges the Biszameans face, no single political
group can alone manage the transition from the dex@ where Guinea-Bissau has
sunk to lasting peace and prosperity. In this mgarwill be important for all major
political parties to unite in a government of naibunity following the next legislative
elections”, said Ramos-Horta on May 9 to the SéguTiouncil in New York while

presenting a report with the developments of theaon in the countr‘)‘/‘.‘

3 Information available at http://www.securitycouneport.org/monthly-forecast/2012-09/guinea-
bissau.php. (Consulted on June 2013).

Information available at http://www.unmultimediagéiv/unifeed/2013/05/un-guinea-bissau-10/
(Consulted on May 2013).
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The instability in Guinea-Bissau is related to faet the country is a route for drug
trafficking. In the same speech to the Securityr@duRamos-Horta also recognized this
problem faced by the country. “The operation laeaciy the US Drug Enforcement
Agency that led to the arrest of former Navy CloieStaff Rear-Admiral Bubo Na Tchuto,
and the announcement of the indictment of Guinaadsi's Armed Forces Chief of General
Staff, General Antonio Indjai, is a turning point the fight against drug trafficking in
Guinea-Bissau. It is a strong signal to the BigSainean elite and those using the country
as a transit route for drugs, that the internatiooenmunity will not accept Guinea-Bissau
being turned into a drug trafficking platforr‘?‘?.

Following this speech of Ramos-Horta, the Secuibyincil extended from 1 June 2013
through 31 May 2014 the mandate of the United Matiategrated Peacebuilding Office in
Guinea-Bissau (UNIOGBIS) for one year, deciding dasreadjust its presence so it could
help the West African nation restore constitutiooraer following the 2012 military coup
and hold elections by the end of 2013. According tte Secretary-General's
recommendations, the first phase of the restorationonstitutional order and stability
would culminate in presidential and legislativecetens, and focus on creating “a political
environment built on confidence and non-interfeeemcthe electoral process. The second
phase proposed by the Secretary-General, whichdwamiiclude at the end of the term of
the next elected Government, should focus on pestian stability, on strengthening State
and democratic governance institutions — notaltyr#tg, justice and defence — and on the

functioning of both central and local State strres{®

1.3. Human Rights violations

Everyone, everywhere has the right to live withniti)g That means that no-one should
be denied her/his rights to, among others, adedquaising, food, water and sanitation,
and to education and health care. “Human rightsights inherent to all human beings,

whatever our nationality, place of residence, sextional or ethnic origin, color,

45 |bidem.

46Im‘ormation available at http://www.un.org/apps/iséstory.asp?NewsID=44866. (Consulted on June
2013).
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religion, language, or any other status. We are@lially entitled to our human rights
without discrimination. These rights are all inedated, interdependent and
indivisible™’. Recognizing that human rights violations are tiely the root causes
of conflict and humanitarian crises, this last pafrtthis Chapter 1 is presented as a
complementary and fundamental content of the coumédizxation of the challenges of
poverty and political instability that composes thasics characteristics of life in
Guinea-Bissau.

As conceptualized by Manfred Now&k“human rights cover all aspects of life. Their
exercise enables women and men [in all ages, mgadhmldren], to shape and
determine their own lives in liberty, equality arespect for human dignity. Human
rights comprise civil and political rights, socig¢onomic and cultural rights and the
collective rights of peoples to self-determinati@guality, development, peace and a
clean environment. All human rights are indivisjbAhether they are civil and political
rights, such as the right to life, equality befdhe law and freedom of expression;
economic, social and cultural rights, such as igbts to work, social security and
education, or collective rights, such as the rigbtdevelopment and self-determination,
are indivisible, interrelated and interdependeht improvement of one right facilitates
advancement of the others. Likewise, the deprimvatibone right adversely affects the
others”#?

Although it has been — and sometimes still is —uatfythat civil and political rights,
also known as “first generation rights”, are basadhe concept of non-interference of
the State in private affairs, whereas social, esoooand cultural — or “second
generation” — rights require the State to take tpasiaction, it is today widely
acknowledged that, for human rights to become htye&tates and the international
community must take steps to create the condit@onslegal frameworks necessary for

the exercise of human rights as a whole. Nowak ligigts that the “generation”

47 See “What are human rights” at OCHRCH website.ilatée at
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Pages/WhatareHumgniRiaspx (Consulted on May 2013).
48

Nowak, 2005, p.3.

49 See “What are human rights” at OCHRCH website.ilatte at
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Pages/WhatareHumgtRiaspx (Consulted on May 2013).
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terminology harks back to language used duringctiié war; nowadays, the emphasis
is placed on the principles of universality, ingibility and interdependence of all
human rights.

The United Nations recognizes the principle of ensality of human rights as the
cornerstone of international human rights 3wvrhis principle, as first emphasized in
the Universal Declaration on Human Rights in 194&s been reiterated in numerous
international human rights conventions, declaratj@nd resolutions. The 1993 Vienna
World Conference on Human Rights, in particulatedathat it is the duty of States to
promote and protect all human rights and fundanidréedoms, regardless of their
political, economic and cultural systems. All Stalteve ratified at least one and 80% of
States have ratified four or more of the core humginis treaties, reflecting consent of
States which creates legal obligations for them giwihg concrete expression to
universality. Some fundamental human rights normye universal protection by
customary international law across all boundaries avilizations. Human rights are
inalienable. They should not be taken away, exzeppecific situations and according
to due process. For example, one’s right to liberyy be restricted if a person is found
guilty of a crime by a court of laik

Those two basic principles, universality and intg@ehdency of human rights, are important
to be taken into account while researching or amajythe situation of Guinea-Bissau.
Poverty is one of the most serious violations ahan rights, as it threatens the rights to
life, dignity, privacy, security, food, health, tsmg, clothing and education.

Nowak also remarks that human rights can only loeiree effectively in a peaceful
environment. At the same time, peace can only grogpghuman rights are respected
and ensured. Most armed conflicts have their root causes irioss human rights
violations, such as racial and religious discrimimg neglect of minority rights,
political suppression or economic deprivation. Hamights should, therefore, become

strongly rooted in every policy of conflict prevemt, peace-making and peace

50 See “What are human rights” at OCHRCH website.ilate at
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Pages/WhatareHumgimiRiaspx (Consulted on May).

>1 Nowak, 2005, p.5.
®2Nowak 2003, p.5.
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negotiations, military interventions to stop armehflicts or serious human rights
violations (humanitarian interventions) as welimsnodern post-conflict peace-keeping
and peace-building operations.

Much has been achieved during the last decadetégrate human rights in to the so-
called “second generation” of complex peace-keeping peace-building operations.
Nevertheless, NowaKevaluates that “more needs to be done, howeveéheiriield of
conflict prevention, peace negotiation (a sustdmgieace needs to be built on truth,
reconciliation and a solid human rights framewakyl humanitarian intervention.

In 2006, the United Nations created the Peacelmgjléiund: the Secretary General’'s
Fund to support activities, actions, programmes @ganisations that seek to build a
lasting peace in countries emerging from confldan Ki Moon declared Guinea-
Bissau eligible to receive assistance from the &matding Fund in March 2008. The
country came on the agenda of PBC on 19 Decemlit¥t. Bince 2008, Guinea Bissau
has received funding under two tranches: an irdtilaication of $ 6 million approved in
April 2008 against a first Priority Plan and a setdranche under the second Priority
Plan amounting to $16.8 million, approved in JuPd2 Both Peacebuilding Priority
Plans focus on three priority areas: employmertipnal dialogue, and Security Sector
Reform (SSR). An independent evaluation of the ichpe the second tranche was
conducted in October 2011

However, following the last military coup d’état April 2012, PBF’s Joint Steering
Committee was dismantled and the situation on tbargl has radically changed. PBF
has therefore suspended its peacebuilding progp@mding the return to constitutional
order, in line with the wishes of international coomity. The PBF's mandate is to
work in post-conflict environments in which Goverants and other stakeholders have
demonstrated a commitment to peacebuilding. PBFsgmammes will resume when
there will be enough evidence of a political corssento a roadmap for restoration of

constitutional order.

53 bidem.

54Im‘ormation available at the UN Peacebuilding Fwebsite at http://www.unpbf.org/countries/guinea-
bissau/. (Consulted on May 2013).
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1.4. Drug Trafficking

Before presenting an overview of the scenario @hdi rights violations, it is important
to make a special remark about one of the main caoses of the problems faced by
Guinea-Bissau nowadays. Having a weak state in @ané¢hmportant geographic location
for the route of the drugs trafficked from Latin &nica to Europe is very interesting to
the international leaders of the criminal organaa. To reach consumer markets in
Europe can move cocaine through West Africa. Adogrtb UNODC?, in 2011, about
30 tons of cocaine were trafficked in West Afriemwever, during this period, only 2.7
kilos were seized in Guinea-Bissau. The cocainfidking in the region generates
annually profits of 900 million dollars to the ciimal networks. Lack of resources,
which provides ideal conditions for illicit trafkeng occurs on a large scale. This
caught the attention of the international community

On June 24, 2011, the Government of Guinea-Bisdapted a Political Declaration to
combat and prevent Drug Trafficking and Organize&th€. The Declaration reaffirms the
commitment of Guinea-Bissau to promote an enviranirfree of drugs and crime, driver
development and socio-economic stability. To achigvs, the Declaration provides a
series of principles and commitments to be trapdlabto actions. Among the main
challenges presented by the Government in thatsmetare: breeding security agencies
contribute to making Guinea-Bissau vulnerableli@tikransnational and putting an end to
impunity and restore confidence in the judicialtegs are critical steps to prevent Guinea-
Bissau becomes a safe haven for criminals. Theps ate essential to restore stability and
an effective criminal justice system based on tie of law>®

According to the most recent information dissenmadaby Amnesty International in the
Annual Report 2013:The state of the world's humahts’, the summary of the
situation in Guinea-Bissau is presented as follgwthe political situation deteriorated

sharply following the death in January 2012 of Riest Malam Bacai Sanhg,

55Information available at http://www.dw.de/aumenmtd®C3%Alfico-de-droga-na-guin%C3%A9-
bissau-preocupa-onu/a-16093956. (Consulted on20i@).

6Government of Guinea-Bissau, 2011, p. 3-4.
57Amnesty International, 2013, p. 112.
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culminating in a coup in April. It deteriorated finer following a reported attack on a
military barracks in October, which exacerbated already fragile human rights and
humanitarian situation. The armed forces committecherous human rights violations
with impunity, including arbitrary arrest and deien, beatings and extrajudicial

executions. Freedoms of assembly, of expressiorirendf press were severely curbed.
The killings of political and security figures ss2009 remained unpunisii&dAnd the

drug trafficking is intrinsic in this scenario.

1.5. UPR

The country is not party of the following core ties: ICERD (signature only, 2000); OP-
ICESCR (signature only, 2009), ICCPR (signaturey,08000); ICCPR-OP 1(Signature
only, 2000), ICCPR-OP 2 (signature only, 2000), C@ignature only, 2000), OP-CAT,
OP-CRC-AC (Signature only, 2000), OP-CRC-SC (sigmatonly, 2000), ICRMW
(signature only, 2000), CRPD, CRPD-OP, and €EDn this context, Amnesty
Internationdl® recommended in the UPR the country to ratify atstanding human rights
treaties, in particular the ICCPR and its First &edond Protocols, and the CAT.

The first Universal Periodical Review (UPR) Guirigigsau was submitted to was held
in 7 May 2010 and the next is scheduled for JarBabruary 2015. Acknowledging
the fact that UPR is a uniqgue mechanism of the HuRights Council (HRC), aiming
at improving the human rights situation on the gdlj in order to better understand
the scenario of Human Rights violations in GuinessBu, this Chapter addresses the
country’s Human Rights performance following theisture adopted by the UPR based
in the contents of the Summary prepared by the ORGH the 4 stakeholders
submission to the UPR on Guinea-Bi8aburing the UPR process, Guinea-Bissau

accepted 101 recommendations from the states fae 5 (listed below??

®8 |bidem, p. 112.
%9 AJHRC/WG.6/8/GNB/2, 18 February 2010.
60, .
Ibidem.
61 Description of UPR available at UPR Info websitg i/www.upr-info.org . (Consulted on May 2013)
62 AIHRC/WG.6/8/GNB/3, 29 January 2010.
S3AJHRC/WG.6/8/GNB/1, 22 April 2010.
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Guinea-Bissau rejected the recommendations to:

1.

Review its legislative and administrative measureish the aim of
eliminating gender discrimination (South Africa);

Have a programme of education and training in humights as a
prerequisite for anyone wishing to join the armextés (Spain);

Repeal or amend legislation that discriminatesreggadisabled person and
children, with a focus on eradicating the practwi killing newborn
children with disabilities, preventing violence #ie hands of family
members and society in general,and ensuring eqeedsa to all public
transportation and buildings (Israel);

Intensify efforts to improve the human rights ofmen, and take measures
to combat harmful traditional practices under cosry law, such as early
and forced marriage, trafficking, polygamy and tate marriage (Norway);
and:

Send a clear signal that no human rights violat@mamitted by members
of the army will be tolerated, and take specificaswges in order to bring to
justice those responsible, without exceptions aghrdless of their rank

(Canada).

1.5.1. Right to life, liberty and security of th«!;rs;;)on64

Among the main recommendations presented by thakélsolders during the UPR in

the framework of right to life, liberty and secyribf the person, the killings of

presidents and politicians and also tortured anledtment practiced by the Security

Forces were highlighted. Regarding the politicastability, issues of freedom of

expression and assembly were also raised as theitgdéorces of the country often

arrest and detain people exercising those rightal@ady mentioned. The children

deserved special attention with recommendationardigg the question of th&alibé

children who are sent to live with teachers in oridereceive a religious education in

64 All the information in those items were extracfeam the A/HRC/WG.6/8/GNB/3 29 January

2010.
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the country or abroad, but end up obliged to wartt suffer ill-treatment. This question
was also addressed in thé%Session of the Committee of the Right of the Chiidt
on 7 June 2013 and in the interviews concede bybthe R6 Gilberto and by a
representative from the civil society, presentednore detail in next Chapter. Only in
2007, 3.000 children were sent abroad for this ggep The Global Initiative to End
Corporal Punishment of Children indicated that coap punishment is lawful in the
family, with a lack regarding this issue in the kgable legislation. Female Genital
Mutilation was also a concern with 3.732 casessteged in 207, however after the
UPR, FGM now is forbidden by law, but still a clalge as highlighted by the
Committee on the Rights of the Child this year.

1.5.2. Administration of Justice, including impyraind rule of law

Amnesty International reported that no investigatitas been carried out into the
killings by the soldiers of political personnel,spée the promises made by the elected
president in 2009. Al recommended the country tsuen effective investigation about
those cases and also about the ill-treatment atgréocommitted by military officials.
The Military intervention in political affairs anith the judiciary was also reported. In
July 2008, according to the Amnesty Internatiotiad, attorney-general and Minister of
Justice received death threats to force their tigyetson into cocaine haul. And the

Judiciary System was pointed out as corrupted bytakeholders.

1.5.3. Freedom of religion or belief, expressioss@ciation and peaceful assembly and

right to participate in public and political life

The report of the stakeholders to the CRC callsattention for the suppression of the
freedom of expression done by the military, whiels blso pointed here before with the
impunity reality in the country. One specific casenentioned. Radio Bombolom, the
same commercial radio that broadcast the programduped by RCJJ children on
Saturdays, has been shut down on several occaammhsts journalists have been

arrested. The problem is not exclusive to jourtgliBuman rights defenders and also
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government officials were victims of those unlawfairests. Regarding religious
freedom: the Constitution provides for many fundatakfreedoms and the Institute on

Religion and Public Policy (IRPP) affirms that gatius freedom is generally protected.

1.5.4. Right to social security and to an adequddedard of living

The stakeholders call the attention to the rightealth. Although this right is laid down
in the Constitution, there are serious shortcominggs implementation, such as the
illicit fees required of patients, the lack of pgesional ethics on the part of some
doctors and nurses, and corruption. Access to Véai@iSanitation, Child Mortality and
Malaria were also addressed. More than 35% of tpeilation does not have access to

toilets. Around 80% of medicines available in theapnacies are of poor quality.

1.5.5. Right to Education and to participate in thatural life of the community

More updated data related to the challenges fofulfigment of the right to education
were presented in the first part of this Chaptdre Stakeholders call the attention for
the lack of information and guidance on schoolsluiding the situation of the teachers:

only 10% have teaching qualifications and many hangsen to work abroad.
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CHAPTER 2
The right of the child: violations and main challerges

Photo 5: Poster for the dissemination of the CRC made ligreim at the Brazilian Embassy in
Bissau on the celebration of the African ChildreBay. The sentence in Portuguese means: “I
have the right to give my opinion”. (Bissau. 15 d011)

2.1. The implementation of the Convention on the Rhts of the Child in an

African country

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) wadspted by the General Assembly of
the United Nations in 1989 and entered into forne20September 1990. It is the first
international treaty dedicated to ensuring thetsigind well-being of children. “Currently,

it is the most ratified human rights treaty of twerld, with 193 States parties. The
convention was drafted to be a comprehensive staiieron the rights of the child,
encompassing both civil and political rights aslwasleconomic, social, and cultural rights.
It is aimed to protect children from a wide rangéaman rights abuses and to ensure that
children can realize their individual rights, deyelo their fullest potential, and contribute
to their communities, both initially as childrenwdgmately as a child®.

The central obligation of States parties in relatio the CRC is to respect and ensure

the rights recognized therein. According to Artidlethe Governments are required to

65Todres; E.Wojcik; R.Revaz, 2006, p. 3.
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undertake “all appropriate...measures to this &hdThe CRC adopts a broad and
flexible approach which does not stipulate the #pemeans by which it is to be

implemented in the national legal order. To whateek national courts, or other
tribunals or administrative authorities, can plapaat in this, depends mainly on the
question of whether the provisions of the CRC arectly applicable in proceedings
before those national courts. Similar to ICCPR é&mel ICESCR, the CRC does not
contain a provision expressly obligating its conmgresive incorporation or requiring it

**’ In general, according to

to be accorded any specific type of status in natidaw
Sharon Detrick, the effect of international law it the national legal systems varies
from one state to another. In general, he explkaiastwo approaches can be adopted by
the State, one is the transformation approach igticaview) and the incorporation
approach (monistic view).

The Sates that follow the first approach, give @fte the conventional provisions by
transforming them into national law via the reqdifgocedure, e.g. by supplementing
or amending existing legislation. In the ones fbdbw the incorporation approach the
Covenants” themselves become part of the natiawal dnce the requirements for
ratification or accession have been sati$fledhe CRC has received considerable
academic attention in its relatively short life ahére is a spectrum of opinion as to its
ability to transform the childhood experience. Coemtators may have many divergent
opinions in different aspects of the CRC, but molsthem agree that the issues of
enforcement and implementation are the key to maeirtihe Convention’s potential to
improve the life of children and young people waride *°

In the bookThe UN Children’s Rights Convention: theory meeéstce, the authors
affirm that “simply legislating in favour of childn and educating people through
awareness campaigns that they must abide by theipgs of the Convention, because,
their country is a signatory State, may not geyvar in terms of the achievements of

the implementation of the CRC. One must acknowletige the challenges generally

66 CRC, Atrticle 4.

67 Detrick, 1999, p. 27.

®8 |bidem, p. 28-29.

®9 Kilkelly:Lundy, 2007, p. 57-58.
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arise when attempting to put any principled polity practice”?0

The CRC has exerted pressure on nations to exathnéie current attitudes towards
children, making an ideological shift in the permep of childhood, and
reconceptualising the child from being a vulneradihgect in need of protection to an
active subject of rights, entitled to full respectd dignity?1 However, this universal
image of the child has been seen as a threat ty swanieties holding deeply entrenched
values and traditions. This is because the clsldiat perceived as an independent
human being in many traditional societies. Manyiamat are thus to be standing at a
critical crossroads; do they first invest in a ygugeneration of rights claimers so that a
future of culture of rights is created or do thegus on establishing an enabling macro-

environment?

The United States is one of the three states tidahat ratified the Convention,
followed by Somalia (no official government) ande thewest state South Sudan
(became an independent state on 9 July 2011). Thendh-ratification is even
more surprising than the other two given that tingedl States actively participated
in the drafting of the CRC and that a number of pd§oosals became part of the
final version of the CRC. In a very summarized explion, the reasons behind the
US opposition to ratification of the CRC fall prinig into two categories: 1) fears
that the CRC will undermine the family unit and tlode of the parents in raising
their children and 2) concerns that ratificationtké CRC, or any other human
rights international treaty for that matter, wouldaken the US sovereign7t§/.

Some opponents of the CRC, like the United Stdtege voiced that the CRC is an
anti-parent and will undermine the role of parantsaising their children. However, a
thorough examination of the language of the CR@sakgislative history reveals that
the CRC places considerable emphasis on the imupeartaf the family and the role of
the parents (or other legal guardian if applicailethe development of the child. The

drafters of the CRC never intended the CRC to bardinparent or in any other way

70 Hammad, 2007, p.5.
n Ibidem, p.3-4.
2 Ibidem, p.3-4.
3 Todres, 2006, p. 20.
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undermine the family unit. In the Preamble, the C&&s forth its view of the family,
calling the family the fundamental group of sociatyd the natural environment for the
growth and well-being of the children. And the CR@pport to the family is not limited
to the Preamble but also numerous operative pragsof the Convention. Nineteen
articles expressly acknowledge the importance oérga and the family in the lives of
children’* However, the CRC does not allow parents to adbaut impunity towards
their children. Article 19 obligates states to pattchildren from “all forms of physical
or mental violence, injury or abuse” by parents,dgal guardian, or any other person
who takes care of the chift

On 11 July 1990, the African Charter on the Rightsl Welfare of the Child was
adopted in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. This regional hAanrights document highlights
certain specific features of the situation of cteld on the African continent and thus
gives greater strength to the rights set out inARE ®. The African Charter address the
“welfare” of the child, to highlight the inextriclblink that exists between respect for
the rights of the child and his or her welfare. Fpunciples underpin the Charter: non-
discrimination, participation, the best interest tfe child and survival and
developmerﬁ7.The African Charter on the Rights and Welfareraf Child established
the African Committee of Experts on the Rights aNdlfare of the Child (African
Children’s Rights Committee) composed by 11 memékested by the AU Assembly
for a 5 years term. States parties are requirsdhmit reports setting out measures they
have adopted to implement the provisions of thertehaThe Committee first finding,
in 2011, dealt with the failure of Kenya to regisé@d provide nationality to children of
Nubian descent in the country. The Committee heddy in violation of the Chartéf.
The African Charter is divided in two parts likeetRC: the first is dedicated to the

rights and the duties of the child; the second ioles/ for the creation and organisation

" bidem.
S Ibidem, p.27.
e Kienge-Kienge Intudi, 2007, p.24.

" Centre of Human Rights, Faculty of Law. Universitfy Pretoria in collaboration with the African
Commission on Human and People’s Rights, 2011, p.12

8 Ibidem.
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of a committee on the rights and welfare of thddciOne of the differences between
the African Charter and the CRC is that the Africkaiines duties and responsibilities
that the children have in front of their communiBut the set of rights are almost the
same in both documenfs”

Mubialasopoints out the establishment of many non-democrnatilitical systems in
Africa after independence as one of the factorgHerineffectiveness of human rights
provisions for the protection of the rights of tbkild in the continent. Among the
elements that contribute to this ineffectiveness: df) African conception of the
individual and his or her rights, which is generalacitly superimposed onto the
European conception that underlies the internaticoavention on human rights in
general; 2) the situation of decay of the Africatat&s which gives rise to the
instrumentalization of the CRC by States and Nowdeamental organizations and
finally; 3) the different point of view of the Afrtan actors involved, working in a
context marked by the precariousness of everyday tibwards the situations legally
classified as violations of the rights of the chifd

The African Charter on Human and People’s Righisgbr a sort of “African”
conception of the individual and her/his rightseTdame conception also governs the
right of the child. This conception of individuabhts, which could be described as
communitarian, draws its philosophical foundatiofsom community-based
understanding of life, which deems that all indinats (children or adults) only reach
complete fulfilment through and in their communignce centred in extended family,
and nowadays increasingly centred on the town,onatr State. Outside the
community, the very existence of the individual ashuman being would be
inconceivable because awareness of existence coly®in the individual in the light
of the social existence of her/his fellow men. Flugnan person in Africa is seen as a
whole indissoluble from the gro@ﬁ.

Loyal to the communitarism African conception ofliwidual rights, Article 31 of the

79Kienge—Kienge Intudi, 2007, p.24.
80 Ibidem, p.26.
81 Ibidem, p.25.
82 Ibidem, p.27.
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African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of theillstates “every child has
responsibilities to his family, society, the Statel any other international community..”
It would be seem that by adopting this communitari;y African conception of
individual rights, the African States may affirmdaalso deny those rights in the same
instrument®

Despite the contradiction, which surely reflects thimetic tendency of African leaders
to copy Europe when adopting legal principles, anald ask whether this African
conception, which tends to establish responsieditbn the part of a child towards his
community, nonetheless contains a positive aspéctubjectivisation of the child
(which is presented in more detailed in the nexagiér), as a subject of duties and
responsibilities instead of conveying an image oh lor her as a simple object of
protection. Perhaps Europe could gain from thiscafr conception of the chiftf.

Within in the African context, coming back to theglementation of the CRC, it
presents particularities. According to LaurencicAEohin®, Africans are champions in
endorsing the CRC, but they are reluctant wheromes to the political decision to
implement the CRC. Its implementation is often apghed as a charity action and it is
strictly humanitarian. This is due to the lack dat® administrative bodies that are
necessary for its implementation. Thus, in coustaésouthern hemisphere, it is often
the work of social partners, represented by NGQ@kamsociations, that visibly provide
services to children and their famﬁ@.

Taking a closer look to the reality in Guinea-Bissthe precept of the Constitution that
“Every citizen has the right to freedom of expreasand, consequently, the right to
express her/his opinion, is oftentimes disrespebtedhe authorities, particularly the
army and police forces as a whdlén this country, where the way to the guaranteeing
of Freedom of Expression for adults citizens dbihg and hard as showed in the
Chapter before, the fully implementation of the CBaD be challenging specifically in

what concerns empowering the child to have voicanitmorizontal dialogue in claiming

% |bidem.

8 E. Akohin, 2007, p.147-154.

% Ibidem, p. 153.

% Group of NGOs Working on Child Matters in Guines4au, 2011, p.20.
¥ Ibidem.
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fights for their rights with other adults, authagg, teachers in school, the violators or
the protectors of their rights, especially inclglithe family. It is also important to
highlight that Guinea-Bissau’s society is patriaicipower and authority lie with men
as the head of family, community and religfén.

As the boy RO Gilberto affirmed during his intemie“many adults think children do
not have skills. | think other reasons that prewentdren from participating are: the
adults do not give any opportunity to children;thieink they are not able to do things.
That is why children do not have opportunity totggrate. Not only in the Radio
Program, but in their own family. The child doeg participate in the decision making
process in their homes, the opinion of the childeenot heard in the family and, even,
at school. This is hard. Children do not have oppuoty”. Those words expressed by
the boy RO Gilberto, who is member of a networlkclofdren that daily works with the
engagement of other’s children in their participmatfor their rights, evidences, by a
child’s perspective, that the challenges of pauditton can start even inside the house of
the child and also in his or her community 1e¥el.

According to the Group of NGOs Working on Child Mas in Guinea-Bissau, the
adults are the ones who decide on behalf of thiel dimce the latter is considered as
being the property of their parents or guardiarmweler, still some positive signs were
given with the setting up of the National Childre®arliament and NGOs sessions with
children®® Those signs are mentioned in the State ReporhéoCtommittee on the
Rights of the Child, where the State affirms thattigipation of children in the
implementation of the CRC has been a reality in toantry in many projects
implemented by some NG3S.But, after reading all those reports and infororati
regarding the CRC, some questions arise: is thiscygmation effective? Do children
actually have space to express themselves in thetvey feel more suitable for them?

If the family structure does not provide space dbildren participation at home as

8 UNICEF Guinea-Bissau, 2012, p.24.

89 Interview (in Portuguese) done through Skype viRih Gilberto Gomes C4&, General-secretary of
RCJJ, Bissau-Padua, 13 May 2013. (Transcriptionimex).

%0 Group of NGOs Working on Child Matters in Guines4au, 2011, p.20.
91 .
Ibidem.
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witnessed by R6 Gilberto, how the same child caalide to participate when the space
is given outside the house in an NGO or even irChiddren’s Parliament?

Laudolino Carlos Medina, the secretary-executiveAssociation of Child-Friendly
People Associacdo Amigos da CrianeaAMIC) who is also secretary-executive of the
Group of NGOs Working on Child Matter€¢ligacao das Organiza¢cOes de Defesa dos
Direitos da Crianca na Guiné-BissaLCODEDIC-GB)gZ, acknowledges that
participation of the child is the “Achilles’ heelif the implementation of the CRC in
Guinea-Bissau. The biggest challenge, in his vievexactly to learn how to properly
work with the children in order to make them aldeattively participate. He mentions
the experience of AMIC, one of the pioneer orgatmre of the promotion of the
children’s rights in the country. AMIC, along tteest 30 years (this NGO is mentioned
by the State Report to the CRC as the first onedik on child matters) has mediate
important programs aimed to create free space wiieldren can express their opinions
and also can be heard by the adults. He menti@nesréation of the National Children’s
Parliament, which is institutionally supported by tstate (Institute for Women and
Children and National Assembly) and also the Mowetred Working Children and
Youth. In the same context, the boy RO Gilbé)ﬁargues that the Children and Young
Journalists Network is unique in the promotion g teal participation of the children
because it gives the opportunity to the childrenexpress their feelings through a
communication channel as the radio. He mention roth#iatives that invite the
children to the radio only to dedicate music, sefitory and declaim a poem. According
to him, in those programs they do not talk aboairthghts, do not debate. What Robert
says here is that the children feel free to expteemselves at RCJJ because all the
activities are managed by the children. The idepl@fing of being a communicator in
a radio program, to have fun, to have new friendses along with the effective
participation, promotion of the CRC and promotidnhaman rights awareness. The

access to the right to play is directly connectethe right to be heard, to freely express

92 Interview (in Portuguese) with Laudolino Carlosdifea, Secretary-executive of Association of Child-

Friendly People (Associacdo Amigos da Crianca — 8Mand Secretary-executive of the Group of

NGOs Working on Child Matters (Coligagdo das Orgagdes de Defesa dos Direitos da Crianga na
Guiné-Bissau CODEDIC-GB). Geneva on 7 June 201&n@cription in Annex).

93 Interview (in Portuguese) done through Skype viRih Gilberto Gomes C4&, General-secretary of
RCJJ, Bissau-Padua, 13 May 2013. (Transcripticknimex).
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themselves, to access information, and, more giyeta claim for all other rights
guaranteed to them by the CRE.

According to Medin&, participation and also the harmonization of thetianal
legislation to the international standards of thRQC far from being achieved. The
persistence of harmful practices, according to lséna, big barrier to the implementation
of the CRC in Guinea-Bissau. Regarding disseminatid the CRC, the State
recognized that is very limited because successmeernments have not been able to
translate the CRC into the traditional/nationalglaages. The official language of the
country is Portuguese and there are around 20nadtianguages, among them the most
spoken is the Creole. A Survey conducted by theeSthowed that the radio was
mentioned by the majority of the population asrien source for the knowledge of the
CRC, in urban as well as in rural aréas

According to the NGO Report submitted to the Cornteeiton the Rights of the Child,
the official version of the CRC translated by Pgdlis the one utilized by Guinea-
Bissau. This lack of harmonization makes the im@etation of the CRC very difficult
in practice jeopardizing all the work on raisingildren’s, their families” and
communities” awareness. Every time there is a twlaof a right of the child, it
becomes extremely complicated to address the mattedustice and obtain the
punishment because the judicial process in theentitegislation is largely inspired to
the colonial legislation (The Criminal Code of Rayal Overseas Provinces), drafted
when Portugal was under an autoritary regime, kna# one of the most backward
legislations in the world. The conclusion, drawn thg NGO is that the population
perceives the concerns involving child rights asmdpemere futile and meaningless

propaganda’’

9 |bidem.

9 Interview (in Portuguese) with Laudolino Carlosdifea, Secretary-executive of Association of Child-
Friendly People (Associacdo Amigos da Crianca — 8Mand Secretary-executive of the Group of
NGOs Working on Child Matters (Coligagdo das Orgagdes de Defesa dos Direitos da Crianga na
Guiné-Bissau CODEDIC-GB). Geneva on 7 June 201&n@&cription in Annex).

%°CRCICIGNB/2-4, 7 December 2011.
" Group of NGOs Working on Child Matters in Guines4au, 2011, p.16.
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2.2. Advocacy efforts and backstage of the 63Session of the Committee on

the Rights of the Child

Photo 6:63™ Session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child: meeting on Guinea-Bissau.
(Geneva. 7 June 2013)

| had the opportunity, thanks to the support of Hieman Rights Centre of Padua
University, to personally attend the meeting onr@atBissau held at the OHCHR in
Geneva, on 7 June 20%F3in the framework of the 63Session of the Committee on the
Rights of the Child. Besides the most updated médion on the CRC in Guinea-
Bissau in the backstage of thd%%ession.

The opportunity to have a direct dialogue with GairBissau’s delegation composed by
Ambassador Octavio Inocéncio Alves, Maria InacioNIgndes Sanha, President of the
Institute Women (IMC) and Emanuel Ibraym Correiant&s Fernandes, officer of the
IMC. In a very informal way and off records theyntextualized the current situation
lived in the country that is under a transitory @mment.

| had also the opportunity to meet one of the néwesmbers of the Committee on the
Rights of the Child for the term 2013-2017, Mr. Wlarino Nogueira Netd, a

% |bidem.

% In the occasion, the author of this Thesis detidea photography dossier to Mr. Nogueira Neto with
the information about thRede de Criancas e Jovens Jornalistas na GuinéaBiss how they promote
the dissemination of the CRC in the country throagidren participation, the structural challengesy
face daily to develop their work as lack of resesr@and also the successful results of some pilot
experiences orEducommunicationdeveloped with those children in partnership wihazil. Mr.
Nogueira Neto was very receptive and even befovénbahe access to the content of the dossier, when
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Brazilian expert whose candidature received thetmotes, 161 from the 189 voters.
Mr Nogueira Neto knows very well the situation ofiiea-Bissau because in the
Nineties he was a Special Consultant of UNICEF Capele, responsible for many of
the activities developed by UNICEF in Guinea-Bissau

Another important fact of the backstage scenanmas introduced by the expert of the
Child Rights Connect in Geneva to Mr. Laudolino I6arMedina, the Secretary-
executive of Association of the Friends of the @lAssociacdo Amigos da Crianea
AMIC) who is also Secretary-executive of the GroafpNGOs Working on Child
Matters Coligacdo das OrganizacOes de Defesa dos DireitnCdanca na Guiné-
BissauCODEDIC-GB). Laudolino has been active for the iempéntation of the CRC
in Guinea-Bissau for more than 20 years and heHedprocess of elaboration of the
Alternative Report on the Implementation of the @Nild Rights Convention in

Guinea-Bissatf”, presented to the Committee on 2011.

2.3. The meeting on Guinea-Bissau

Photo 7: Delegation of Guinea-Bissau during the meetinchef@3". Session.
(Geveva. 7 June 2013).

he heard the information about the children whoksan network for the promotion of the CRC in
Guinea-Bissau, he recall for the positive expemsnof many youth and children network that now are
very sustainable in Brazil. He made accomplishmenmthe work developed by Magazine Viracdo which
is one of theeducommunicatioexperiences addressed here in Chapter 5.

19 Group of NGOs Working on Child Matters in Guinesssu, 2011.
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The only international implementation mechanismvjgted for in the CRC is the
system of periodic reporting by States partieh#orelevant human rights treaty body is
the Committee on the Rights of the Child. The CR@sdnot provide for inter-state or
individual complaints. It holds normally three aahgessions of three weeks each in
Geneva at the OHCHR. The initial report is subrdittgthin two years of the CRC’s
entry into force; subsequent reports are submittedery five yeasz°1.

Before the June meeting, the last participatio®oinea-Bissau in a session of the CRC
was 11 years ago, and the last was submitted b$tite three years ago. The experts
of the Committee highlighted the importance of timeeting for the access to update
information, specially, regarding the instabilitgntext and constant changed lived by
Guinea-Bissau in the last years.

The Committee had included in the schedule of 8/ Session a meeting on Guinea-
Bissau for the 2B May of 2013, which had to be re-scheduled becatiskfficulties to
ensure the participation of the delegation. During accreditation process for the
meeting, | received a call from the Committee inforg that the participation of
Guinea-Bissau would only be known in “the last mé@iuBackstage sources in Geneva
shared that also UNICEF in Guinea-Bissau was dgireat efforts to guarantee the
participation of the country by financing their t®svith the trip. And this information
was confirmed later.The difficulties on Guinea-Bis's participation in Human Rights
mechanisms meetings are not new. The country aitdfto appear on 22 September
2010 before the Human Rights Council (HRC) for #uoption of its Report of the
Working Group on the UPR. The adoption was schedatel2pm under item 6 of the
15th session of the HRC and Guinea-Bissau was &eghéo present its final responses
to recommendations. No reason was given officiailyGuinea-Bissau to the HRC for
its absence and the HRC meeting was thus suspelbhdegs the first time a State under
Review is absent from the adoption of its own Repbthe Working Groutf?.

Finally, the meeting on Guinea-Bissau of thé?&Session of the Committee on the

Rights of the Child took place on 7 June. The ntaimcerns presented by the experts of

YIpetrick, 1999, p.41-42.
192 |nformation available at http://www.upr-info.orgstiinea-Bissau-absent-from-the+.html. (Consulted
on June 2013).
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the Committee during the meeting were the harmdaioizeof the national legislation
with the CRC because there is no specific legmtategarding the protection of the
child; children with disabilities who suffered disunination and violence; girls deprived
of their right to education; harmful practices, esgread physical and sexual violence
against children; child labour and the protectiérihe two most vulnerable groups of
children: talibé children and children sent abrSadFrom my personal impression be
the attendance of the meeting, the issue of haatan of the national legislation was
among the main concerns presented by the expertiseoCommittee and interested
examples were provided by the State explaining ome rights of the Convention are
guarantee by the existence legislation. Howeveg telegation recognized the
difficulties on having a national protection cod® thildren regarding the political
instability context faced in the country. The Statevided interesting examples on how
some article of the CRC are implemented throughettistent national legislation that
enriched the discussion as a recent case of alsause of a child from her dad who
was a known person in the society. The case wasttothe court and the violator was

condemned.

“The Committee is concerned at the lack of progreSsthe State party in
harmonizing its legislation with the Convention the Rights of the Child and
related international standards. The Committeeoicerned that many aspects of
customary law still constitute an obstacle to thaplementation of the
Convention.The Committee recommends that the Spaiy ensure that all
existing domestic legislation relating to childriesnconsistent and is brought into
compliance with the Convention and that it acceptstomary law only as long as
it is compatible with the Convention. The Statetypahould consider the adoption
of a comprehensive Children’s Code in order to ipocate the provisions of the
Convention. Furthermore, the State party shouldnpte awareness of domestic
legislation, in particular among communities whiapply customary law that

affects children1'04.

193 |nformation acquired by me during the participatiaf the meeting and also in the summary of the day
published by the Child Rights Connect availablehtip://www.childrightsnet.org. Consulted on June
2013).

194 |nformation published on 14 June 2013 in the adednunedited version of the concluding
observations of the Committee of the Rights of@dd on Guinea-Bissau. (CRC/C/GNB/CO/2-4).
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Another important point addressed by the Commeatee also recognized by the State is
the lack of a comprehensive child rights policygmide the implementation of the
Convention and also the existence of a governmatityeresponsible for overall
coordination of the policies “The Committee is hat concerned that there is no plan to
finalise and operationalize the National Social t€etion Strategy for Vulnerable
Children which makes important commitments in favad children in the most
vulnerable situation$®. To addressed this issue the main recommendatitivetState
was to elaborate a: “a comprehensive child rigbtgyp and, on the basis of the policy,
develop a strategy for its implementation, whichprevided with sufficient human,
technical and financial resources. Such a stragtmuld be linked with the relevant
sectorial plans of action on children’s rights,luttng the plans on FGM/C, human
trafficking, sexual abuse and exploitation, birdgistration, and the National Social
Protection Strategy for Vulnerable Childréff

It is important to mention that during the meetingpre specifically linked with the
main topic of this academic research, the partimpeaof the child and the challenges of
the implementation of article 12 of the CRC in twntry, the Committee asked the
State about the policies and specific budget andrpms for the promotion of children
participation in the country. The delegation memtid the creation of the Children
Parliament, organisation that is now under the budfjthe National Popular Assembly
and also gave as a positive example the grassnawts done by NGOs in rural areas
and also the dissemination work done through ragithe children of RCJJ. However,
the State recognized the lack of budget and programant specifically for the

promotion of children participation regarding tlespect for the views of the child.

“30. The Committee appreciates the establishmenhefChildren’s Parliament.
However, it remains concerned that traditionaltiades towards children in
society limit, and often prevent, children from eegsing their views on a wide
range of issues that affect them within the famsghools, institutions, judicial
system and in society at large .31. In light oh&al Comment No. 12 (2010) on
the right of the child to be heard, the Committeeommends that the State party

105 Ibidem, p-3.
106 Ibidem, p-3.
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ensure that children’s views are given due conata®r, in accordance with article
12 of the Convention, in the family, in schools andall relevant administrative
and other processes concerning them through, iater, the adoption of
appropriate legislation, the training of professilsnand the promotion of specific
activities in schools and in communitie&”’

The challenges of children participation in GuirBiasau will be addressed in the next
chapter. Nevertheless, it is possible to analygectimsonance by the main concerns
regarding effective child participation presentgdtie experts of the Committee with
the challenges reported by people interviewed s thesis purposes as UNICEF
Guinea-Bissau’s specialist on child participatitre child that is member of RCJJ and
the representative of the civil society. At thisras that the need of an approach based
on Educommunicatiorfior the implementation of the CRC emerges whicpresent in
more detail in the next two chapters.

By analysing the concluding observations of the @dtee on the Rights of the Child on
Guinea-Bissau, it is possible to presume that tiges:n urgent need of putting the child
participation among the priorities of the publicligies which also includes adopting
appropriate legislation and the provision of tnagnfor professionals to hold activities in
schools, in communities. Establishing a childrgr@diament is not enough. Having budget
for this purpose neither. Understanding that tlegss of allowing and motivating children
participation is the main key of guaranteeing tin@lementation of article 12 is that this
thesis proposes the research of the possibilitit'eomplementation dEducommunication

to address those issues recalled by the most updabenmendation provided by the
Committee on the Rights of the Child, but also Ity tesults of the academic research on
the theoretical framework on participation ddiluicommunicatiomnd by the voice of the
people who are direct involved with the implemeatabf the CRC in the field heard for
this thesis purposes as the main internationalngarin the country, UNICEF, the
representative of civil society and also the child.

Educommunicatioran be also an important way to address also tgbees raised by

the Committee as its concern about discriminatigairest and social exclusion of

107 Ibidem, p-7.
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children with disabilities, who are faced with caesable difficulties within the family,

the community and the social system. The follomegommendation given by the
Committee to the States evidences the importanceedicative strategies on
communication for raising awareness among the goci@) Expand and strengthen
awareness-raising programmes, including campafgn#ie community at large, aimed
at combating prejudice, superstitious beliefs arstranination against children with

disabilities”1%®

108 pidem.
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CHAPTER 3
Educommunication for human rights

3.1. Participation through Educommunication

“There appear to be two lives, one serious andestaple, the other indulgently
tolerated, less valuable. We say: a future peradoture worker, a future citizen.
That children will be, that they will really begio be serious only in the future. We
kindly let them plod along beside us but, in truthwould be more convenient
without them. No, not at all. They were and theyl We. They did not appear
suddenly by surprise, and not just for a briefgabreither. Children are not a casual
encounter who can be passed by hurriedly or digdisapidly with a smile and a
“Hello”. Children account for a large proportion wfankind, a sizeable portion of
the population, of the nation, residents, citizensonstant companions. Children

have been, are, and they will be. Is there a li# exists as some joke? No,

childhood years are long and important ones ifithef man.".

As addressed in the previous chapter by the boysRierto, promoting access to the
right to participation does not mean simply pronglspace to children, but it consists
on making them able to fully express themselveanmexample regarding the media, it
is not only about inviting children to be interviety or simply reading a poem, but it is
about making them able to actively participate ipraduction of a radio program, to
debate the topics, discuss and chose what willdoeeased in a fun way, allowing for
children’s interaction, in other words, by alsoessing their right to play.

Talking about children’s rights, therefore, mearmd anly to highlight the needs of
children, but also to recognize their capacitiesptgertion and provision are
complementary to a third fundamental dimensiorhefright of the child, as well as to
human rights in general, which is participationttiggpation to be meaningful involves
subjectivity, autonomy, skill8®. Children to participate must be motivated and

comfortable to express their ideas in a horizomay. A child or an adolescent is not

109 orezak, 2009, p.25.
110 De Stefani, 2012, p.164.
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less entitled to have their rights, but is equa¢mitlement, ownership and exercise of
human rights, and, precisely, because of this ediglity is entitled to enjoy the
protection measures, nursing and representatidrhibar her condition as a person in
evolutionary age requirés!

The context where this subjectivity of the childeispressed through a motivated and
horizontal process, if the words said by RO Gilberan be translated like that, could
recall the approach adopted by the doctor andlPetisicator Janusz Korczak, who was
one of the pioneers on the valorisation of thedrhi’s rights and their capabilitiés

He is said to have once described himself as “doddzy training, a pedagogue by
chance, a writer by passion, and a psychologisinégessity*™® Korczak had an
influence when the UN Convention on the Rightshef €hild was drafted in the 1980s .
His approach for all children to live free and hgpwhich served as the backdrop and
glue virtually all theoretical contributions andetevidence presented in the CRC, refers
to a fundamental recognition: that of the right afildren to be free, and to be
autonomous and the right to his subjectivity, amdhdppiness, or well-being in its can
be accessed in various ways through its individe@tjal, material, spiritual life and so
on. Rights to be exercised and enjoyed “now ana@"f¥r By recalling Korczak’s
approach, it must be shared the responsibility e &dults, the community, the
institutions to uphold the processes of individaiadl social maturation of the rights and
abilities that allow an individual to be "free anappy"'®

In all countries, it is urgent to reaffirm the \dity of an approach to the relations with
children and in the elaboration and developmentpoficies on childhood and
adolescence based on the subjectivity and capeabibf the child. In this framework an
important right recognized by the CRC Article 3g&igure, play and culture) must be
recalled: Children have the right to relax and plagd to join in a wide range of

cultural, artistic and other recreational actigtie

11 bidem, p.164.
112Ibidem, p.164.
113 Tshope-Scheffler, 2012, p.90-97.
14 be stefani, 2012, p.164.
115, .
Ibidem.
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Indeed, centuries of pedagogy, ethnography, psgggolanthropology, have taught us
that associate the futility with children playing ia result of a distorted
perception-**The game (especially that one of children) is ditusomething that
should be taken into account very seriously. If piagerve for one instant one or more
children or young people while they play it is gbtesto notice a high dose of intensity,
attention, emotion invested in their game. The s#me requires the completion of a
complex and creative task. But, without utilitarianotherwise purposeful that adults
normally associated with lots of effott’

Playing, in particular, with language and art, tkety and culture is a fundamental
right, on exercise that should be guaranteed acurse for the benefit of the youngest
with the maximum effort on the part of society aingtitutions'® Inspired by the
theoretical approach of Janusz Korczak, an assomptf this Thesis is that
Educommunicatioomay be a way to allow the children to expressrthabjectivities,
their opinions, to maximize the use of their skidlsd more than all those, have fun and
enjoy the rest of their fundamental rights.

Before introducing the concept BHucommunicatiant is important to reflect about the
concept of participation. According to Roger Halne term ‘participation’ can be used
to refer generally to the process of sharing deaswhich affect one’s life and the life
of the community in which one lives. It is the meday which a democracy is built and
it is a standard against which democracies shoaldnkeasured. Participation is the
fundamental right of citizenship:*® Hart highlights that to be able to participate
children need to be involved in meaningful projeaish adults. It is unrealistic to
expect them suddenly to become responsible, paatiog adult citizens at the age of
16, 18, or 21, without prior exposure to the slaltgl responsibilities involved.

Hart relates participation to the right to play afirms that there are a multitude of
examples of children who organize themselves sstabs without adult help. One of

those is the Children and Young Journalists Netvadri&uinea-Bissau (RCJJ), the one

116Ibidem, p.166.
117Ibidem, p.166.
118 | hidem, p.173.
119 Hart, 1992, p.5.
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R6 Gilberto belongs which work is presented in nmaetailed in the next Chapter. “You
can probably remember building a play house witbnfis at seven or eight years of
age, unknown to adults, or perhaps selling refrestisnfrom a small stand in front of
your home. Such examples from your own memory la@enost powerful evidence of
young people’s competence. The principle behindh smwolvement is motivation;
young people can design and manage complex prdggsher if they feel some sense
of ownership in them. If young people do not astgaartially design the goals of the
project themselves, they are unlikely to demonstrite great competence they
possess™?°

By Hart's perspective, “involvement fosters motieat which fosters competence,
which in turn fosters motivation for further projgt However, he recognizes that
participation of children is not an agreement amalhg‘'Some child advocates speak of
children as though they were potentially the sang@f society. But many will say that
participation by children is a naive notion for Idnén who simply do not have the
decision-making power of adults. Others feel thatdcen should be protected from
undue involvement and responsibility in the proldeof society; that they should be
allowed to have a carefree childhood. The erosifochiddren’s free time and free play
in the industrialized countries is a matter of teach protection, not too little”.
Communication tools can be a great ally in fosggenmotivation of children to play and
also in their involvement in meaningful projectsttwadults. Games, sports can be a
motivating fun. In Brazil, for example, many chidr are engaged in projects that
consists in the production of a magazine, of aoadf posters and even theatre. An
experience ofEducommunicatiorimplemented in Brazil from 2000 until nowadays
proves that promoting a democratic space for teacheembers of the school
community and children in order to produce radiogoams together work really well as
a motivator of children participation, and not omityat, but it also fulfils their right to
play, to leisure, to access culture and to be h#aalgh the waves of the radio. This
experience is called “Educom.radio” and is presgmethe next part of this Chapter.

Here, the added-value of involving adults in meghih activities with children, the

120 hidem.
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importance which was highlighted by Hart, is thegrybody, children and adults, must
communicate, play, in a horizontal way where thegl free and motivated to express
themselves. Children, in particular, experiencér thght to be heard, by other children,
by the adults involved in the process, and alsthbge who listen to their voice through
the radio.

This Brazilian experience is aligned with Hart staént that an understanding of
“democratic participation and the confidence anchgetence to participate can only be
acquired gradually through practice; it cannotdogght as an abstraction. According to
him, many western nations think of themselves asnigaachieved democracy fully

though they teach the principles of democracy pedantic way in classrooms which

are themselves models of autocracy. This is naeble™?*

3.2. The emerging field oEducommunication

According to the results of an in-depth academseaech developed in 1997 and 1998
by the Nucleus of Communication and Education ofversity of Sdo Paulo (NCE-
USP) in Brazil, a new field of social interventi@nd professional work has been
emerging in the interface of communication and atoo areas during the last century.
A field that bring as a pioneers of its theoretibabis the Polish educator and doctor
Janusz Korczak, already presented here beforeFriech Celestin Freinet and the
Brazilian Paulo Freire. This field is call&ucommunicatiolf?

Regarding the French libertarian  educator Freifdtentribution  to
Educommunicatiofit is important to mention, according to his carstbns, in must of
schools and educational institutions the lack afugge communication that effectively
condemns working-class pupils to intellectual blament from a universe of language
that is totally alien to them. This results in urdehievement and dropping out, and in
particular accounts for the anti-democratic mannewhich schools operate. In this

field, Freinet was a pioneer, to the extent thatitiéas on language teaching called for

121 bidem.
122 5pares, 1999, p.41.
123 UNESCO, 1993, p.418.
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genuine communication, i.e. for personal expressind a sympathetic ear. Psycho-
linguistic studies also lay increasingly strong égs on ‘speech acts’ and contexts of
utterance. Real language learning cannot be adhigveply by the formal imitation of
the language of the written text, but must comemfrthe functioning, in given
situations, of authentic communication. Modern iigmelanguage programs concentrate
on precise description of such situations and efrtftodes of language appropriate to
them, and mother tongue learning should also bedd#sereon. With this in mind,
effective teaching practice must create a varidty@nmunication situations in the
school environment and must attune and adapt thensnef communication to these
various situations. This is just what Freinet waggirsg, and the technical studies carried
out today do no more than build upon his intuitiofise ideas now prevalent in science
teaching also follow from those of Freiffét

Freinet in France and Freire in Brazil are congdehe pioneers dducommunicatian
Although they acted in very diverse contexts, wdrkéth different audiences (Freinet
on education from 0 to 14 years-old children, FEren adult education) and pursued
different goals — the French sought changes insthecture and pedagogy of schools,
the Brazilian sought a socio-political reorganiaatof the society at large - there were
many similarities between them. Both had a politcmnception of education, believed
not supporting the neutrality of the pedagogical, asustained dialogue and
collaboration, warned for manipulation of individsiand especially of were convinced
possibility of transformation of the individual asdciety®. The approach was to free
expression, dialogue and cooperation which compofias main basis of
EducommunicationPaulo Freire, in his bookEktensdo e ComunicacaoWritten in
1968/1969, reflected the importance of communicatio the process of knowledge.
Basic human relation presented as a social equalpgit, the co-participation of
subjects in the act of knowing.

Educommunicatiorcan be defined as every communication action deeelan an

educative space with the aim at producing what gbmiotician, philosopher and

124 UNEsCO, 1993, p.403.
125 Prado Soares; Silveira Sartori, 2005, p.8.
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anthropologist, naturalized Colombian, Jesus Maambero defines as
“Communicational Ecosystem”. This consists in thenpotion of a dialogical and
creative atmosphere in educative spaces with the ai breaking the hierarchy of
knowledge distribution, precisely by the recogmtibat all people involved in the flow
of information are cultural producers, regardlesgheir operational function in the
school environment?®

For Biologym, the notion of ecosystem includes both: livinginaads, plants, bacteria
and others + physical environment, dynamicallyriei@ted. It can be considered as the
set of mutual relationships between living beingd the environment they live in. In an
ecosystem, changes happen in continuous dynamism.thé communication

perspective, this notion can be seen as:

“(...)speaking in Communicational Ecosystems, it i@plseeking decentralization
of voices, dialogicity, interaction. Relationshigisould seek balance and harmony
in living environments where different actors. Nwmily is in the technological

world that operates a Communicational Ecosystent, ibuall spheres and

communicationlzs.

The educator and the communicator cannot be thoaghthdependent and isolated
actors within this ecosystem of an educative conication?® In summary, the
Brazilian professor Ismar de Oliveira Soares, paoran the studies related to this field
in Latin America and nowadays dean of the Commuioicaand Education Department
of the School of Arts and Communication of Univerf S&o Paulo, highlights that
Educommunicatiomims at building citizenship, from the basic asgtiom of the right
of everyone to communication and freedom of exjpoess’.

The core of the field dEducommunicatioemerged in the fight for human rights during
different scenarios of violations, especially o tight to communication and freedom

of expression during the dictatorships in Latin Aite in the sixties. However, the

126 5pares, 1999, p.41.

127 prado Soares; Silveira Sartori, 2005, p.5.

128 |hidem, p.6.

129 |bidem, p.55.

130 \www.usp.br/nce consulted on 28 March of 2013.
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relation between communication and education is thait recent. The research
developed by NCE-USP at the end of the nineties stt®wed that through the attitude
of many segments of the Brazilian society in thgim@ng of the 19th century it is
possible to see that the educators already atithatwere not only concerned about the
issues related to the concepts to be taught, batddalt with the pedagogical creative
ways by using communication tools for educativeppses.

In 1922, year that celebrated the first centendrthe Independence of Brazi, took
place in Rio de Janeiro, being at the time, theerf@ldcapital of Brazil, a major
international exhibition, which was visited by Anwan businessmen bringing
broadcasting technology to show at the fair. Ta tee new medium, the Americans
installed an antenna at the peak of the Corcovadiantain (Rio de Janeiro). The first
radio broadcast in Brazil was a speech by the @easiEpitacio Pessoa. For many
people at that time was difficult to believe thatvas possible for a person to speak on a
point and be heard at the same time in other loestiThe reaction of Roquette-Pinto to
this technology was: “the radio could become theostfor those who not have access
to the school”. After the first transmission in Bitain 1922, Roquette Pinto tried to
convince the Federal Government to buy the equiprpesented at the International
Fair and that is how in 20 April of 1923 was créateRA-2, Rio de Janeiro Radio
Society, the first radio broadcaster of Brazil, lempented by Roquette Pinto.

In 1934, Roquette Pintd founded the first Brazilian School-Radio at therlitipality

of Rio de Janeiro, a strictly educational broadsasiperating at various levels of
education. He believed that culture and educatioaldvfinally access the home of all
Brazilians in a democratic way through the wavestha&f radio. Roquette-Pinto is
considered the father of the radio transmissiomBiiazil and it is famous to be the
pioneer to approach media with a educative intentio

Under a more universalist perspective, the reseasobf NCE-USP* call attention to
the educators” concern related to the ideologidscancepts implicit in mass culture in

the middle of the nineteen century. The researdledées to the Frankfurt School and its

131 Tavares, Renato; Suetu, Claudio Yutaka, 20072p.1-
132 5pares, 1999, p.20-21.
133 |bidem, p.21.
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developments which were part of the critical readi related to the communication
system in power. The approximation between educatia communication were seen
as a threat by the centers of economic and pdlicaver that had a monopoly control
over the most powerful communication channels, @ajig the radios.

In Brazil, in the 70’s, the educator Paulo Fréités the one who definitely linked
communication and education while reviewing theotles of communication to launch
the basis of a new pedagogy reaffirming the concept“education for the
communication channels” as one inherent activitytred adult literacy and popular
education. Through Freire’s perspective, commuioicdas seen as a component of the
educative process and the interaction between coneation and education puts away

the purely instrumental optical of the communicatand informative technologies.

“Be dialogical means not to invade, not to manifrind not to sloganizel.as.

The results of the researches of NCE-USP eviddratethie field of Educommunication
brings along some main concepts as “Educommune&athanagement”. This term
emerged in a period the awareness about the ualitgrsf everyone’s rights, including
children, to access the resources of communicates gaining importance. According
to Soare§®, the concept of management in the fieldEdficommunicatiois defined as,
“under one specific educational intention, evemjcalated and organic process which
intends to address the planning, execution anduatiah of all activities that aim at
creating and keeping a Communicational Ecosystesedaon the principle of
communicational action and dialogue”. The possilintetations for the application of
an Educommunicative Management process can ber¢héral structures that do not
allow the free, equal and open dialogue among loaabrs involved in the process.
That is why it is very important that a teacheragournalist, a representative of a NGO
or whoever is mediating the processes and actirgdasommunicator to be careful to

guarantee space and voice to all people involveddrprocess.

134 Spares, 1999, p.40.
135 Freire, 1992, p.43.
1% Soares, 1999, p.40.
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In practical terms, the concept of EducommunicaMenagement can be applied not
only inside a classroom by a professor that matwdis students to be critical before
the media and also actively participate in the pobtidn of media: educative radio
programs, blogs and other creative communicaticancéls that allow them to have
their right to participation and access to infornoat guaranteed. The
Educommunicative Management can also be used ircah&ext of a company, for
example, that needs to interact with different skatders to promote sustainable
development activities within the community whesddcated or among its employees.
The most important thing is that all the activiti@sdoes not matter in what field —
education, culture, media and others) held throaigrtEducomunicative Management
process should guarantee the creation and mairdenah the Communicational
Ecosystem based on the principle of communicatiao@bn and dialogue.

One pioneefEducommunicatiorexperience that put in place all these theoriethes
program Educom.radio, implemented by the NucleuSahmunication and Education,
at Sao Paulo University in 2088, More than 11 thousand teachers of 455 public
schools of the city of Sdo Paulo and their studemse trained to produce radio
programs by mediating a process that allows thatioe of a communicational
ecosystem in the school. The success of “Educorm’rptbgram is that the trainers had
a focus onEducommunicatiorand not only in the technical aspects of the radloe
process was valorized and these trainers actedlasomunicators, meaning that they
were worried that every individual involved in thedio production has equally voice
and opportunity to express himself/herself. Fomepi@, one teacher that could be very
tough on their students during weekly classeshis adio activity had the opportunity
to have fun with students. At the other hand, thstselents start seeing that teachers
with other eyes as a partner in an horizontal me®ad communication. This relation
creates a more respectful environment which coresgtyjumade the relations stronger
among students and teachers, reducing the violensehools and also improving the

improvment of the students in their curriculum eitig:s™>®

137 Spares, 2001, p.35.
138 |bidem.
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In practice, the trainers from the University ofoS2aulo dislocated themselves every
Saturday to the schools in all areas of the citye Teachers that participate get some
points to increase their career level which wasagivation that could have impact in
the salary in the future, as well as the prestigiotiparticipating in a course promoted
by the University of Sdo Paulo. The students alsended the course on Saturdays,
which had a practical activity with the teachetsidents and members of the school
community, jointly, producing radio in the schoov&onment. The teachers also had a
complementary lecture more focus on the pedagogisalect of the theories of
EducommunicationThe kids were motivated by learning radio techeg] but behind
all those advantages was the possibility of albecbf the school being part of what
Martin-Barbero calls as a Communicational EcossysEducommunicatiomvas also a
huge public investment in the city of Sdo Pauloe Thunicipality provided radio
equipment for hundreds of public schools.

During four years, from 2000 to 2004, this prognamas continuously developed in the
city of S&o Paulo and its main outcome was that thglementation of
Educommunicatiomn all public schools of Sdo Paulo was guarantaethe municipal
law number 13.941, of 28 December 2084The investment in radio equipment and
human resources, the high level knowledge and commenit of the trainer for
University of S&o Paulo and the guarantee of implaiation by law makes
Educom.radio a very strong and pionégtucommunicatiorexperience that should
inspire other countries in the adaptiorE@fucommunicatioffior their reality.

It is important to clarify that the radio is onlp® communication tool of a great variety
that can be used to piducommunicationn place. From anEducommuncation
perspective, the use of new technologies is hope@ut not absolutely necessary. The
guestion about technology is how it can be propadgessed, and not merely how
sophisticated it isEducommunications not exclusively about schools, but more
accurately, about people. We can fiBdlucommnicationexperiences at public and

private media stations, at libraries and at cultaeaters. Recently, a growing number

139 Information about Educom Law available (in Portessg) at the website of the Secretary of Education
of the city of Sao Paulo http://portalsme.prefeitap.gov.br/anonimo/educom/nasondas.aspx (Consulted
on June 2013).
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of school promoters have discovered tBdticommunicatiors an indispensable subject
in the modern education setting. Professionals frgournalism and other
communication fields are expected to be in touchhwsuch new educational
experiences involving communication and childremr Ehis reason, many young
communication professionals all over the world dooking at the chances

Educommunicatiohas opened up to them in their day-to-day teackipgrience's®.

3.3. Putting the theory into practice within a mulidisciplinary context

Educommunicationhas been shaping itself and growing in the lasades, embedded
in a multidisciplinary context that goes beyonddssaia and promotes human rights
and awareness for the achievement of the Millenniavelopment Goals (MDG).
Non-Governmental (NGO) and governmental institigjomternational organizations
and bodies such as UNESCO and UNICEF for example, have studied and
implemented a variety of Brazilian good examplesafuccessfuEducommunication
approaches for the promotion of human rights ifiedént areas as education, health,
culture and child protection. What do have thosangxdes in common? They not only
developEducommunicatiomn practice but also officially adopt this termiagy in the
directives of many different programs and projects.

In 2012, the Ministry of Health of the Brazilian &nment, in the framework of the
South-South Cooperatitli, promoted two training seminars of technical coafien

on Educommunicatiomn Botswana and in Kenya with the aim at sharimg Brazilian
good practices orEducommunicationthat had achieved very good results at the
community level for the behavior change on M/ More than presenting the
Educommunicative best practices, the Braziian guwent used the

Educommunicative Management as a basis for theadelbgy of the training which

10 Fejlitzen, 2004, p.24.

“Ynformation available at: http://www.unicef.org/edtion/brazil_43538.html. (Consulted on May

2013)

142 Information about this activity held in the framenk of South-South Cooperation is available at the
website of the Government of Botswana http://wwwdov.bw/content/training-service-providers-

communication-vulnerable-groups. (Consulted on [28%3)

“Abidem.
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allowed the African participants, through a horibnapproach, understand the
Educommunicatiorconcepts and better adapt them to their reality.nieediating a
Communicational Ecosystem, the technicians of tteziBan Government allowed the
African participants, by producing different kinaddg activities and communication
products, build together theiEducommunicationstrategy for HIV prevention and
stigma-breaking in the community level.

The Ministry of Education of Brazil also appliEslucommunicatioras a public policy
through an on-distance course called “Midias nacBdéio™** which disseminates the
concept oEducommunicatiofor more than 1.000 teachers at public primarysthin
the whole country. The main objective of this peogris to provide continuing
education to teachers of public schools for theagedical use of different technologies
of information and communication - TV and video,mguuter, radio and print. By
receiving this training, educators can be able tomwte an Educomunicative
Management process in their classrooms.

UNESCO Brazit* has adopted the methodology Bflucommunicatiorto promote
awareness of the concepts related to Human SgcMiiitennium Development Goals
and Peace Education among youth of areas of higialseaulnerability of S&o Paulo.
Nevertheless, he relation between UNICEF Brazil Bddcommunicatiofrs not new in
many programs and initiatives for the promotiorclofdren and youth rights in Brazil.
For almost one decade, UNICEF BradZilhas been supporting a Brazilian NGO called
“Viragdo Educomunicacéo”. It contributes to thebelation of a monthly magazine
produced by youth from all states of Brazil throighEducommunicative Management
process. This experience shows the importancegwiod mediation for the success of

EducommunicationYouth from very distant geographical areas - atgb many of

144 Information about this program is available in tguese at the website of the Minister of Education
http://portal.mec.gov.br/index.php?option=com_cat&#iew=article&id=12333&Itemid=682.

(Consulted on May 2013).

195 Information about this UNESCO Brazil approach aikable in Portuguese at the website of the
Human Security, a joint UN project implemented bNESCO, UNICEF, OPAS e UNFPA, in
partnership with the municipality of Sao Paulophittvwww.projetosegurancahumana.org. (Consulted on
May 2013).

14 Information about this UNICEF approach Eslucommunicatiorwith the implementation of NGO
Viracéo available at the following websites: wwwadgao.org and
http://www.unicef.org/education/brazil_43538.htf8oth consulted on May 2013).
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them in situation of social vulnerability - compose network which constantly
communicates through internet channels, withoutahafly, to produce together the
articles, the pictures and concepts of the magaZiney also participate in a variety of
public consultation held by the Brazilian Governitim the construction of new public
policies. Many of those boys and girls, by haviegess to their right to communication
are empowered to fight for many other rights sashright to health, culture and
education.

Outside Brazil, there are also good practiceBdncommunicatiofior human rights. In
the United Nations System in Guinea-Bis$3un Africa, the UN Joint Programme on
Child Nutrition has adopted in 20 Hducommunicatiomethodologies on the training
to journalists who work directly with spreading likaand nutrition messages in the
villages. In India, the cartoonist Sharad Shdffhaho in the early nineties (while
working as a political cartoonist) introduced carte in posters made for literacy
campaign in Rajasthan, founded the organizationld@omics India (WCI). Through
a collective of grassroots activists, cartoonigttists, development journalists, students,
it uses comics as a communication tool as well ediom of self-expression.

These grassroots comtéSare drawn by people that live in different villageflecting
their understanding of the social world (they ac¢ done by artists). The right to
communication and access to information is guaeghte many people including those
that are not able to read or live in really remateas. Sharad Sharma acts as what
professor Ismar de Oliveira Soares calls an Educamicator because, like “Viragao”
NGO or the technicians from the Minister of Health Brazil, he mediates an
Educommunicative Management process in order tanpt® a Communicational
Ecosystem through collective and participatory pisithn of cartoons.

In the academicsEducommunicatiori has also been officially recognized in Brazil

and since 2011 the University of Sao Paulo launchedyraduation-degree on

141 worked during 18 months in Guinea-Bissau as tben@unication and Advocacy officer of the UN
Resident Coordinator in that country. During thexipd, she held trainings deducommunicatiorior
journalists of community radios in the frameworkiloé UN Joint Programme on Child Nutrition.

148 |nformation about the work developed by Sharad®haavailable at
http://www.worldcomicsindia.com (Consulted on May13).

9 hidem.

150 Information available at www.cca.eca.usp.br. (Citesl on May 2013).
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Educommunicatiorand in 2012 a post-graduation degree called Speatian Course
on EducommunicationRecently, a handful of universities in South Amariare
opening research centers and post-graduate depastrice prepare these new media
educators, or Educommunicators, to attend to thengbcoming demand. We can find
these new programs throughout Argentina, ChileziBr&olombia, and MexicG™

These are just a few examples that show how theordhlieal concept of
Educommunicatioas been developed in a practical way in the félduman rights
and development in the South Hemisphere. The essehall of them is the same:
mediation of a process in order to promote “Commatimonal Ecosystems” where all

individuals involved have their right to communicatguaranteed without hierarchy.

1 Soares, 2004, p.7.
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CHAPTER 4
Educommunicators in Guinea-Bissau

§
[

Photo 8:Big poster for peace produced by the children GIR
(Bissau. 19 September 2011).

4.1.Educommunication approach from Freire in the 70°s to Ocaia today

Educommunicationhas been already put in practice in Guinea-Bissausome
initiatives, however, its adoption or existenceadseld with this terminology is not yet
recognized and supported by the Government, Intiems organizations and civil
society. The main reason of this factor is becabsefield is not studied yet in the
country with this specific terminology.

Although not using the terrBducommunicationduring the Seventies, the Brazilian
educator Paulo Freire had been engaged in the datization of education with his
literacy methodologies in Guinea-Bissau. His lega&ya book called‘Letters to
Guinea-Bissau: records of an experience in procésés’Written in 1977. The author
went to the country in the post-independence stasggesistance and got in touch with
militants involved in the transformation of the aomic, social, political and cultural

context.

152 Ereire, 1977.
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According to Moacir Gadotti®, Freire’s work in Africa was decisive for his ear, not
only reunited himself with his own history and urtdek new challenges in the field of
adult literacy, but mainly, by the encounter withe ttheory and practice of this
extraordinary thinker and revolutionary who was A Cabral (1924-1973) who
harbored great appreciation by Paulo Freire. Inntigks, he makes frequent references

to the thought of Amilcar Cabraf.

“The experiences of Paulo Freire in Africa reshapexdpedagogy. Inserted into
national process of reconstruction he accomplistieel symbiosis between
education and labour productive forces, incorpogatvork as an educational
principle. This evolution in his thinking he owes his encounter with Africa
which was very important in his later writings. Ralrreire yes, radicalized, in

Africa, his thought. He kept his humanist pedagdmy, now understanding better,

in practice how the economic system could be dehiz'rn@”155.

Despite the importance of this experience for Efgitegacy, Gadotti® mentions also the
failure of the literacy campaigns in Guinea-Bissatrreire’s period. According to him, it
was due to multiple factors: lack of technical sapplack of qualified personnel, lack of
basic teaching materials such as paper and pdack, of appropriate furniture like desks
and blackboard, lack of books, lack of trainingtefchers and monitors. Under these
conditions any methodology would not yield the eteé results. Gadotti emphasizes that
the main failure is not the method. The same mettéthulo Freire, in another context and
other conditions, was applied in S&o Tomé and Penwith excellent outcomes. The
difference in S&o Tomé and Principe was that thera,small country with slightly more
than 100.000 inhabitants, the majority of the pafioh lived in urban centers and in better

conditions social and economic than in Guinea-BiSSA

133 Gadotti, 2010, p.1.

% Ibidem.

1% |pidem, p.2. See original quotation in Portuguedes experiéncias de Paulo Freire na Africa,
remodelaram sua pedagogia. Inserido em processesotstrucdo nacional realizou a simbiose entre
educacéo e e forcas produtivos, incorporando altnabcomo principio educativo. Essa evolu¢éo no seu
pensando ele a deve ao seu encontro com a Afridai enuito importante nas obras escritas
posteriormente. Paulo Freire sim, radicalizou, rieicA, o seu pensamento. Sua pedagogia continuou
humanista, mas agora entendendo melhor, na prétio& o sistema econdmico era desumanizado”
Ypidem, p.7.

bidem.
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What was the most remarkable in Paulo Freire”sagubrto Guinea-Bissau was that he
did not prescribe any teaching methodology. Hergally fascinated by the theories by
Amilcar Cabral, the hero of resistance that foufgint the independence of Guinea-
Bissau, who Freire did not know person%ﬁﬁ/

The period in which Paulo Freire worked in Africasva time of “Re-Africanization”.
The debate on alternative forms of education tlbatdcovercome the colonial burden
made his presence in the debate about new educstgiams of former Portuguese
colonies even more relevarit® The experience of Paulo Freire in rural and urban
peripheries of these African countries, served asowarce of inspiration for a new
development of his theory of emancipatory educationderstood as a political,
productive and knowledge act

All fundamental concepts dducommunicationvere applied by Paulo Freire while he
was in Guinea-Bissau in the Seventies and, evenm, lathen he wrote the book. His
sensitiveness to the Guinean-Bissau identity, deglrof an education for liberation and
his dialogical methods for literacy compose the dfamental concepts of

Educommunication

“Emancipation means “take your hands”; to emaneipatans freeing yourself.
There are several conceptions of education. It lbanboth liberating when
domesticating. What we stand for as a conceptidadofcation is an emancipatory
conception of the human being. All human beingsehigne right to fully develop
all their abilities. Everyone is entitled to an emigpatory education. This is one of
the lessons we can draw from this memorable meégtgeen Freire’s pedagogy
and the political praxis of Amilcar Cabral, whatevihe new contexts. The
decolonization of minds and hearts is an ongoirgk.tdNo matter the place.
Emancipation is a right continously along the INghen talking about education
there should be no discussion whether or notiiesessary. It seems obvious, for
everyone and all, it is necessary for the achiewtnoé freedom of each and
citizenship, for job, to make people happier ander@utonomous. Education is
needed to human survival. So it does not needvieninanything new, it needs to
take ownership of the culture, humanity has evedpced. If it was important in
the past, today it is even more decisive,a knovddugsed society. The right to

158 Gadotti, 2010, p.1.
159 Ibidem, p.13.
169 | higem.
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education is recognized in Article 26 of the UnaadrDeclaration of Human Rights
1948 as the right of everyone to the full developtra# the human personality and
as a necessity to strengthen the respect for fuedirights and freedoms. The
achievement of this right depends on universal scte basic education, the right
to education but not limited to access, permanamcecompletion of this level of

education: it presupposes conditions to continudiss in other leveld?t

Photo 9: Cabral’'s image remains until the new generatioiGiminea-Bissau. A teenager who lives
in the community Tchada wears a T-shirt with AnmilCabral photo.
(Bissau. 21 January 2011).

Bringing the reflection to the current days, thestfiauthor from Guinea-Bissau that
published an articfé? (“The Radio is the school for those who do not hated’)
aboutEducommunicationwith this specific terminology is Figuinho Ocafaunder and
first president of the Guinean Association of Teaslof Portuguese (AGUIPP) created
May 25 1997 in Bissau. He was one of the ten taactiat participated at the pilot
experience of a course @ducomunicatiorfMedia in Education”, especially designed
for teachers in partnership between Federal Uniyerd Pernambuco (UFPE) and
University of Sao Paulo, namely the Nucleus of Camitation and Education (NCE-

USP), with the support of the Embassy of BraziBissat®® The course introduced the

1681 | bidem, p.16-17.

%2 Ocaia, 2012, p.12-13.

83 The course was taught by me, in my volunteer hoaver six meetings on Saturdays at the Tele-
Center in the Embassy in 2011, with the supervisibiine professor Ismar de Oliveira Soares (USH) an
Patricia Horta (UFPES
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teachers to the main conceptsEmlucommunicationyith a special focus on the use of
the radio in classrooms activities, taking intoagot that radio is the most used media
in the country. The activities were partly conddcta a distance educational platform
of the Ministry of Education of Brazil and, partlgpmposed by practical experiences on
Educommunicationincluding collective radio production, meetingthviyouth, in order

to make the teachers ledEducommunicatioim context.

Photo 10:Teachers attending a lecture through Skype pesl/a Brazilian teacher during the
pilot course on Educommunication at the Brazilianli&assy in Bissau.
(Bissau 21 November 2011)

After the course, Figuinho Ocaf4d wrote an article that was published in the newspap
Expresso Bissaon 24 February 2012 also published in Brazil ia thebsite of the
Communication and Arts Department of UniversityS@io Paulo (CCA-ECA-USP). He
defended the importance of the use of the radipeidagogical activities in Guinea-
Bissau and called the attention of the Governmemt mternational community,
especially embassies of Portuguese speaking cesnton the importance of
Educommunicatioas ground for cooperatiolﬁ5

According to Figuinho Ocaidducommunicatiomhrough the radio comes to fulfill the
lack of books and didactical material and alsodts difficulties of the students. In his
article, he proposes that a pedagogical radio progwould attract the attention of the

students on topics and concepts that are tranguersiae curriculum such as HIV and

%4 Ocaia, 2012, p.12-13.
185 |bidem.
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also they could jointly produce the radio programslass. In his words: “In the case of
Guinea-Bissau, a country that does not yet haveeaific radio program, | would
propose Radio-Escolawhere students can talk about education, globablpms,
methods of preventing dangerous diseases like rmajaoblems of the school, about
their dreams is through interviews, telephone aalliext messageéﬁ.6

Figuinho evidences the need of implementiayicommunicatiom the educational reality
of Guinea-Bissau. His proposal could very well addrthe problems presented by the boy
Ro Gilberto when he challenges the internationgdiizations “to talk” to the Minister of

Education to guarantee the inclusion of humansightl the CRC in aflurricula.

“Firstly, they should get in touch with the Minigtof Education in order to find a way
that teachers could talk about the conventionéncthssrooms. This would bring many
benefits and it would be very important. Becauk¢hase events seminars that children
or even teachers attend) if | am invited, | gollald not share the information afterwards
to my neighbor. (Here the boy does not refer ahouself but gives an example about
those who attend an isolated event). As a guesteive the information but | come back
home with the information but | do not do anythingh that. The best way of
disseminating the convention, in my opinion, woulld that those international
organizations should contact the Ministry of Ediatain order to make the professors
able to talk around 10 or 15 minutes per classtaheuCRC not only here in the capital
Bissau but also in other regions of the countrgyT$hould organizBjumbai (word in
creole language that means community meetingcke @f talking), taking a topic and
promoting a debate with children participation aisb their parents. | believe this way
the message will be well-disseminated in the neididids, in the region%‘ﬁ.7

RO Gilberto “s proposal of ®jumbai goes in the same direction that Figuinho’s
comment while proposing a radio program where sttgdean participate, share their
dreams and talk and access transversal issue® tuthculum The teacher and the
boy, in different contexts, act as what professemdr de Oliveira Soares call
educommunicators, a concept already addressed apt&h3. They both mediate
communication on learning processes in a commuaitatecosystem; they guarantee
the promotion of a horizontal process where evelybtas a voice, where everybody

teaches and learn at the same time.

166 pidem.

167Interview (in Portuguese) done through Skype with Rilberto Gomes Ca, General-secretary of
RCJJ, Bissau-Padua, 13 May 2013. (Transcripticknimex).
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4.2. Article 12 incorpored and implemented by childen to children: RCJJ

Photo 11:Two girls members of RCJJ producing their weektliagprogram at Radio Bombolom
about the rights of the child, focus on child ntidr. (Bissau. 16 October 2011)

At this point of the Thesis, some conceptsEaiucommunicatiorwere presented, the
main challenges of the implementation of the CRCevaaldressed and the main results
achieved with some Brazilian successful experienmesEducommunicationwere
shared. Now, it is time to call attention for ongerience developed in Guinea-Bissau:
the Children and Young Journalists Network of Gauidéssau (RCJJ).

“Article 12 of the CRC personalized by the childiastive action”. Educommunication
concepts live application”. Those two sentenceslmamised to define RCJJ's work, a
success story as acknowledge the internationahgrartsuch as UNICEF, national
organizations of civil society as AMIC and also Bevernment. Those children, the
members, know better than anyone else in the cpatitarticles of the CRC.

RCJJ was created in 2006 in Bissau, supported bNCHRN, with the aim of promoting
the CRC in the country through communication andilization initiatives made by
children to children. Currently, more than 50 cteld are member. Those girls and boys
manage by themselves their network of childrenheuit the participation of any adult.
They are strongly committed to the values of theCCRhey weekly produce a radio

program and also weekly meet to jointly plan thagtivities and action in a real
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“Communicational Ecosysterhﬁs. Since 2009, RCJJ does not have any fixed financia
support. There is no budget for the water and shéakthe around 25 children that
meet on Sundays afternoons in an old room of aipsbhool without electric energy

and part of the ceiling. There is no headquarteispace to keep their matert&f.

Photo 12:The three children that coordinates RCJJ duringrtheeeting held in a Sunday
afternoon in a public school in Bissau. The comwndisi of the schools are precarious.
(Bissau. 3 March 2012).

~

“No, we do not have. The last support we receiv@ths one in 2009, by UNICEF,
for the T-shirts to all members and another in 284d for participation in events
and celebration of national days, with your suppeg were invited by the UN and
UNIOGBIS to participate in events as the InternadioPeace Day, The UN Day
and the International Day of Volunteers and alsoWorld Aids Day. We received
capacity-building from you on how to produce thdlexdive “Wall Journal” and
we produced and exposed in those events. (In tive seear they received the
capacity-building mission on theater for developtmprovided by Grupo Arte
Simples de Teatro, financed by the Ministry of Qrét of Brazil). And this year,

only the 10th March (International children's déymadcasting o

Recently, they received a training on audiovisuaht Plan International. UNICEF

Guinea-Bissau also recognizes the value of theik\aod supported the creation of this

188 Communicational Ecosystem: concept presented ie mdetail in Chapter 3.

189 Interview (in Portuguese) done through Skype WRth Gilberto Gomes Cé&, General-secretary of the
Children and Young Journalists Network of Guineasdu (RCJJ), Bissau-Padua, 13 May 2013.
(Transcription in Annex).

170 bidem.
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network and nowadays supports some specific iivéat The last funding provided
was for the activities held on the framework of tA&ican Child’'s Day. Reliable
resources would be necessary for the sustainalofityreir work in order to increase

their impact and reach a larger number of childespecially in rural areas.

“They are a much respected by his peers, theyeameserious. Since the creation
of RCJJ | never heard any problem related to them K feel that RCJJ even
without much support they do a very good job. (..cah say that | see their work
like a very strong voluntary approach to citizepsivhich is very positive. They're
doing a great job, but they need to not just do enanother activity and then
never being seen again, there is a need of cotytiﬁ]l]i1

Laudolino Carlos Medina, the secretary-executivAsgociation of Child-Friendly People
(Associacdo Amigos da Crianca — ANIBho is also secretary-executive of the Group of
NGOs Working on Child Matter<Cpligacdo das OrganizacOes de Defesa dos Direios d
Crianca na Guiné-Bissau CODEDIC-GB}’? recognizes that sustainability of the
activities of RCJJ is still a challenge in the esmiof Guinea-Bissau fundraising is not easy.
He highlights that RCJJ should receive a trainindpow to do fundraising in order to work
on a stable basis. He emphasizes that the physie spnot the main factor, but the idea of
being able to have stable and progressive prograddslJ is very well recognized; they
made their voices, the voices of the children gdéard through the radio”.

In the case of UNICEF Guinea-Biss4l the organization created RCJJ, but as Sonia
Polonio explained in an interview, in the previobwe Years Country Program,
UNICEF used to have a specific area of work dedatdbr Children Participation with

a special focus for this issue where she startattingy for UNICEF, however, after, in

the new Five Years Country Program, the strategy veslefined and the issue of

17l Interview (in Portuguese) done through Skype v@tmia Pol6nio, Child Protection Specialist of
UNICEF Guinea-Bissau. Bissau-Padua. 13 June 2@t8ngcription in Annex).

12 Interview (in Portuguese) Laudolino Carlos Medisacretary-executive of Association of Child-
Friendly People (Associacdo Amigos da Crianca — 8MWvho is also secretary-executive of the Group
of NGOs Working on Child Matters (Coligacdo das @rigactes de Defesa dos Direitos da Crianca na
Guiné-Bissau - CODEDIC-GB), conceded in Geneva daorie 2013. (Transcription in Annex).

173 Interview (in Portuguese) concede done throughp8&kwith Sénia Polénio, Child Protection
Specialist of UNICEF Guinea-Bissau. Bissau-Pad@alune 2013. (Transcription in Annex).
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Participation is contemplated through a transveaggroach in all main program areas
that are: Education, Child Survival, Child Protenti HIV/Aids and Water and
Sanitation. Participation become an area under Gbexmunication and Advocacy
which can support some activities with this purpdsé currently, there is no program
or department with a specific budget in chargeHarticipation as it used to exist in the
previous Five Year Country Program. In the contthé,specialist of UNICEF provides
an example of the Education department which ireele¢hildren in all the process
related to the last teachers strike in the courfior. all initiatives, negotiations, the
Education Department of UNICEF prioritized the papiation of children, including
the Children’'s Parliament. However, she recognitted the reinforcement of the
Participation component in all program areas mestcontinuously done. “Even that
there is no specific budget for this issue, we meferts to support and include the
Participation component in all program areas. Gaildnust participate in all areas that
are concerned to them”.

In 2012, RCJJ received a training of a Braziliagatkr group calle@rupo Arte Simples de
Teatra ™, which travelled to Guinea-Bissau with a finangapport of the Ministry of
Culture of Brazil in order to transfer to RCJJ theethodology of promoting the right to
culture and right to be heard among children thinotiggater in the biggest slum of Séo
Paulo city: Favela de Heliépolis. Based on Freiretmcept of not prescribing a
methodology, this theater group cooperated to RCJdler to make them able to adapt this
theater methodology for their context of the mahiiion for children rights in Bissau. This
experience was extremely successful and allowed RGds beyond the radio program in
their communication activities. They developed dxagames, radio drama and also went,
together with the Brazilian artists, for an actadrcommunity mobilization in a community
called Quelelé in Bissau. With posters, costumesimteraction they walked in the whole
community calling for the children and habitantsiu# area for the active participation in

the local issues of environment.

1ra Information about Grupo Arte Simples de Teatroavailable (in Portuguese) at

www.artesimples.com.br (Consulted on May 2013).
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Photo 13: This picture was taken by Grupo Arte Simples detrdeduring their cooperation
mission in Bissau. The children of RCJJ jointly guroed posters related to the environment and
children’s rights and after learning Brazilian comnity drama techiniques they did an “art
prossession” for their rights in community of Quélé orer to mobilize other children. (Bissau.
31 January 2012).

Regardingeducommunicatioomethodologies, RCJJ is very rich and organizeth@
way the committed work for the promotion of the tg@pation of children, however,
their work could have a higher penetration in tleintry with they have financial
resources that allow them to have some materialvdok, to provided minimum
conditions for the children involved in their proie. Many of them goes on Sunday
meeting without a meal and water for the day. 3dme problem faced by Paulo Freire
40 years ago while implementing his literacy methdack of resources.

Nonetheless, the children, the members of RCJBlays there very motivated. To be
become a member the child is submitted to an ordlvaritten test and also to some
activities related to radio journalism. They manateir organization through a
structure composed by a General-assembly, a Conomis$ Inquiry and a Directive-
council. All composed by children. They manage didogue among themselves. All
the children discuss the issues related to thesliand rights that will be addressed in
their weekly radio program, transmitted on a peveddio that concedes to them one
hour and half on air for free. They elaborated aterng test for other children who

want to be part of RCJJ. They constantly promotaraness about the CRC to many
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other children through different communication amgls. They receive denounces of
violations of children’s rights and submit the case the responsible authorities. They
also take part to national events invited by thevéBoment and International

Organizations.

“Here we have the Minor’s brigade, the Judiciarfid@owhich deals specifically
with the violations of the rights of the child. ¢he child suffers any kind of
violation she can talk directly to us (RCJJ) ortgdhe members of the Children’s
Parliament or even to AMIC. Recently, we have fokad one case of violation and
we took it to the Minor’s Brigade because they hheecompetence to analyze the
case. After taking care of that child’s case thet she process to the Ministry of
Justice and there is also the Magistrate where sbag the case to the Ministry of
Justice and there the people evaluates the casseaddt to judgmen%75.

By accessing their right to participation, to beitg those children access their other
rights as right to culture, to education and alebtipal and civil rights. This example
given by Ro Gilberto illustrate how fundamentaltin® children participation in the
whole Children’s Rights Protection System in thentny. Regarding the challenges
faced daily by the network, the boy affirms thagythhave difficulties on disseminating
their activities out of the capital Bissau and atso planning continuously actions

because of the lack of resources.

“There are still many things to do in the field cfild protection because our
organization is well recognized because of thedehil participation but so far we
do not have a headquarter, a room, a place to @ewrlr activities (The weekly
meetings are held in a room of a public school il structure without electric
energy and place to them keep any material becdngseoom has no lockers,
cabinets and even door). There is a huge lack dfing material. Many things are
missing. The first challenge is the financial reseu All our activities are financed
by us, the children. It is very hard because weshavcontact the other children,
without money is really complicate(?i?’6

175 Interview (in Portuguese) done through Skype WithGilberto Gomes Ca, General-secretary of the

Children and Young Journalists Network of Guineaddu (RCJJ), Bissau-Padua, 13 May 2013.
(Transcription in Annex).

178 pidem.
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The most impressive of RCJJ experience is Hthatcommunications materialized in
every single action they do. They put in practice theories of “Educommunicative
Mannaged” already addressed in Chapter 3. How? &ngbconcerned with the
participation of single children that attend thmeetings, in the way they motivate
everybody to contribute in the discussion for cliwgdhe topic for the radio program.
Deciding who will participate in every week prografs raised also by the specialist of
UNICEF Guinea-Bissau, it is impressive, even withthe support as other juvenile
organizations have as the Children’s ParliamengJRE€committed and active.

During the period of elaboration of this Thesisds informed that RCJJ was invited to
attend the annual meeting of thede de Adolescentes e Jovens Comunicadoras e
Comunicadores RENAJOC, (The National Network of Adolescents and Young
Communicators) in Sado Paulo, Brazil. This Brazilimtwork, which is supported by
UNICEF Brazil, was created in April 2008 at thesEiMeeting of Adolescents and
Young Communicators promoted by NGWracdo EducomunicatianSince then,
RENAJOC patrticipates in actions seeking to unitelegtents and young people from
Brazil to draw attention to the Human Right to Cowomcation, doing covers
collaborative events relevant to adolescents amthyand integrating national debates
about adolescence, youth and communication. Tiwatsthe RENAJOC created the "C
DAY" - National Youth Day Communicative celebratex October 17 with the Day of

Democratization of Communicatidf,

1 Information about RENAJOC available (in Portugyesteenajoc.org.br (Consulted on May 2013).
178 , .
Ibidem.
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CHAPTER 5
Recommendations and current challenges for an Educamunication-
based approach for the rights of Guinea-Bissau chdlen

5.1. The challenges for the implementation of thisew approach

This first part of the final Chapter is aimed atlsssing the main challenges that could
emerge from the adoption of an approach basedEdacommunicationfor the
implementation of the CRC in Guinea-Bissau, spbcialcusing on Article 12. As all
those issues were already discussed during thespdghis academic work, the main
goal of this conclusion is to present the challsnigea more simplified way before the

presentation of the main recommendation that caleduhis work.

5.1.1. Freedom of Expression

One proposal based daducommunicatiorthat empowers the children to have their
voice heard can face a series of limitations iroantry where freedom of expression
have been violated for decades. If journalists @sd human rights defenders along all
history of post-independent Guinea-Bissau had fheedom of expression violated, the
chances of violations affect children should beetekinto account in case of

implementingEducommunicatiorbecause it will make the children not only to lead

process but to gain voice trough different mediael&m for their rights.

5.1.2. Cultural aspects and family model

The model of Guinea-Bissau society is patriarchéah vimited space for children
participation, especially in rural areas. Maybegreif the State or an NGO promotes an
Educommunicatiomctivity in a village, for example, some taboo némdbe broken in
order to guarantee that, for example, the girl$ mave the same opportunities than the

boys. Forced marriage, child labor, harmful pragiare violations that need to end.

89



“I consider participation is still a big challengbut we can say that (the
implementation of Article 12) is better than teraggeago because we have been
watching, which is very positive in recent yeahg treation of many structures for
children and young people which can bring theirceoto be heard by local,
national and administrative authorities, such agdRThese are all very positive
gains, but participation still a great challenge&aese the cultural aspect of society,
because Guinea Bissau is small, but with many rdiffiecultures, differences when
you go to the east, south, there are some ethaiggrthat the child has a position
within society freer to express themselves in frohtadults than others where
children do not have that space, even in the sajeegeoup, there are differences
between the child female and the male child, thieagid the boy. (...) So there are

restrictions and there are many rules to the mawellcountry who continue to

make the children can not express their opinidr&irﬂesires.”g.

5.1.3. Lack of recognition and dissemination offtalel of Educommunication

There is no academic research neither projectSdofcommunicationn place in the
country. Only Figuinho Ocaia’s article addressesl ttiematic in a way that presented it
to the national society through a newspaper. IrziBrthe same phenomenon occurred
20 years ago. The Nucleus of Communication and &chrcof University of Sado Paulo
made huge efforts not only to deepen the acaderoi& velated to topic but also to
implement the theories in the practice throughgiggect “Educom.radio” in the city of
Sé&o Paulo. Many advocacy efforts to develop theepinand its implementation were

made before achieving the recognition obtainedytad®razil.

5.1.4. Lack of resources to make Educommunicatongd the “routine”

As Educommunicatioror even Human Rights is not part of the curriculampublic

schools nor teachers receive training to develspkind of approach in their classrooms, it
is very difficult that theEducommunicatiorapproach could be consistently implemented.
However, it is not impossible, as proves the cdacmase of RCJJ. This network is
committed and recognized, but unfortunately, bezaisthe lack of resources it cannot
reach the rural areas. Resources here means has@uraes: even in the village level,
teachers, health community agents, children. Asg @lasic material resource such as

pencil and paper, the same difficulty faced by @&ueéire in the 70°s.

179 Interview (in Portuguese) concede done throughp8&kwith Sénia Polénio, Child Protection
Specialist of UNICEF Guinea-Bissau. Bissau-Pad@alune 2013. (Transcription in Annex)
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Those are few of the challenges that an approackdoicommunicatiorcould be
confronted; however, they are not impossible tddmed. They should only be taken
into consideration in a very careful risk assessmexercise. The political and
institutional instability is not pointed out heres a&a challenge, because if the
Educommunicatiors well-rooted among the population, it can beeagally to combat
political issues. UNICEF Guinea-Bissau reported tfter 2012 military coup, it was
harder to implement those programs that had asnth& implementation partners
bodies of the Government and also that some dam®rihe EU withdrew the aid in
some programs, however, they changed their strafegysing on the reinforcement of
the activities held in the community level wheEducommunicationcan be
implemented with great success for the promotiohuhan rights. RCJJ, for example,
of course the members felt the impact of instabilit their activities, but it did not
represent a challenge that stops them to do whey thetter do: promote the

implementation of the CRC throu@tducommunication.

5.2. Main conclusion and recommendations for furtheactions

The structure of this Thesis is coherent with tfierts that led the answer of the main
hypothesis for this academic work presented inbiginning of this text, followed by
my great motivation to go deep not only in the &rait studies and analysis but also in
not measuring efforts to provide voice to those wdre directly involved in the
implementation of the CRC in the country nowadaise children, the biggest
international partner such as UNICEF, the civil istc leading organization on
children’s rights, the Government and also the gxspaf the Committee on the Rights
of the Child. By attending its §3session, more specifically the meeting on Guinea-
Bissau, | could access the most updated informaggarding the main challenges of
children’s rights in this country in West Africa wh suffers the consequences of
decades of political instability that brings aldmgh index of poverty and the effects of
being a route for the international drug traffiain

This Thesis not only provides a reflection aroume main hypothesis of this academic

work but it allows one possible answer for it. CBducommunicatiorbe a good
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approach to address the challenges of the fulfili@f the rights of the children in
Guinea-Bissau, especially regarding Article 12l CRC, “participation and right to
be heard’? Yes, but only if some very important hamghts issues can be dealt by the
State, International Community and also Civil Stcia an urgent basis. Unfortunately,
the answer for this question took a different shidgas | thought it would get when |
went deep in the elaboration of this academic rekedNevertheless, this is the most
interesting and fascinating aspect of academicllglying human rights.

| mean different because even living there for ldhths being deeply involved with
development cooperation and also with the impleatemt of pilot initiatives on
Educommunicationeven accumulating more than 10 years of workimd) ri@searching
Educommunicationon different contexts in Brazil, East Timor anchet African
countries as Botswana and Kenya, only with thisdaoac research | was able to
achieve a deep knowledge of the human rights frasmewf Guinea-Bissau, especially
regarding the right of the child and some of thet mauses of the current instability and
poverty. The situation is critical and there iseasy and fast way to progress.

The answer for this hypothesis, which | thougheuwould be yes when | started this
research, became a very strong and laud yes buit regervations. | think this
conclusion is aligned with the same feeling thail®&reire had while cooperating for
literacy in a post-independent Guinea-Bissau. Its waurely worthwhile; many
achievements were made although the literacy geale not achieved at the end. In the
case of actualityEducommunicatiorfield will get a huge contribution from Guinea-
Bissau perspectives and way of shaping it in itditye Many Guinean citizens may
access many rights that would be denied to theheranEducommunicatioapproach
would not have been adopted.

In the case of this hypothesis presented here. &hswer is Yes, maybe
Educommunicationcan be a good approach for the implementation ef @RC,
especially Article 12. However, it cannot guarantes this outcome will be achieved
in its totality. Paulo Freire is brought here otdyillustrate the way that this academic
work ended up leading, however, the Guinea-Bisdatoaray is very much different

than the one found by Paulo Freire in a contexihage, post-independence with the
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inspiration of the considered by the populationtitr@al hero” Amilcar Cabraf®

Today, Guinea-Bissau has no hero, meaning no le@tlercountry is under a transitory
Government, the situation does not have much atenfrom the International
Community which also impacts the amount of develepihaid and the transformation
of the country in a non-man’s land for the traffiealers. The state is very weak. The
access of the drug trafficking in its territory gdiigger and bigger. Though, seeing
from other sight, Guinea-Bissau of today has no single “hero”, but have many
potential “heroes” as the children that composedRthat are strongly committed to
the implementation of the CRC in their country,ths teacher Figuinho Ocaia who
strongly believe that the radio can became thedabfathose who does not have a real
school meaning the whole essence of the right twadtbn as a basic structure school
building, teachers trained, didactical materiakltiey students with access to water and
good sanitation, free of any kind of violence atigg in the society and even at school.
In conclusion, to the answer of the question beossiple Yes, even not taking into
account the full implementation of the CRC which ukb be unrealistic, some
recommendations are presented here in order toogsufippse who are interested and
believe in the good results that Bducommunicatiotvased-approach for human rights,

with special focus for children participation, carhieve in the country.

5.2.1. To the Government of Guinea-Bissau

The Government of Guinea-Bissau is encouraged gently work to realize the
recommendations done by the Committee on the Rightthe Child after its 63
Session which include the harmonization of theamati legislation to the CRC with the
elaboration of an unique code of children. In th&monization, article 12 would be
contemplated and the implementation of Educommuinicamethodologies and
interventions could be a good justification for th#illment of this specific right. And,

the most important thing is that the Governmentukhtake action to fulfil children’s

180 Amilcar Cabral is considered by the populatiorGafinea-Bissau the hero of the nation, who fought
for its indepence from Portugal. Four decades aftgepende the people stil using t-shirts and sysbo
that evidences a sort of devotation to the figdr€abral.
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rights, therefore, which mean not only the needsloldren, but it consists in also
recognizing their capacities; protection and pravisare complementary to a third
fundamental dimension of the right of the child,vesll as human rights in general,
which is the participation; participation to be mmgful involves subjectivity,
autonomy, skills. If this essence of a child is reftected in the national legislation, the
CRC will be never implemented in its full essence.

The Government, through the Institute of Women &itdldren, should provide a
common space where the youth and children orgaoimatould have a locker to keep
their material and a key of a room that they caldgielop their activities including the
weekends. This basic structural is a motivatiortherwork. The same should be one in
other cities. One idea could be using the strustthat already existing in the villages
Health facilities of the Center to Access of Juestithere are experiences in Brazil that
people manages a library in one single luggage dtilbooks that are sent to one
community to another. So, in this inspirit of ren@jng the lack of resources, simple
action that provide a minimum structure for the kvaf these children and youth
association can motivate them to keep and incriasework.

The Government is also encouraged to enlarge théoglie with the Brazilian
Government in the field cdEducommunicationincluding the request of the continuity
of the adaptation of the on distance course focattusMidias na Educacaprovided
by the Ministry of Education of Brazil for the réglof Guinean-Bissau teachers based
on the good results achieved by the pilot versibthe course attended by Figuinho
Ocaia. This virtual platform used by thousands cdzian teachers of public schools
can be accessed also by other thousands of teach&@uainea-Bissau. There is the
facility of speaking the same language; only onpartant consideration regarding this
issue is that some specialists Bducommunicatiorand technical should follow the
adaptation of this course to Guinea-Bissau confBlxé Tele-Centers of the Brazilian
Embassy in Bissau could be the host of these couegarding the goof technology
available. And also journalists from radio couklibvited to participate. The teachers
would help them to reflect on how they could havma@e educative approach in the

radio and they could teach the educator on how geatiae radio basic techniques to
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motivate their students to produce collective ragrograms. Even if there is no
equipment, the simulation of the radio by stud@mnésenting the radio program to other
students live is already one activity BHucommunicationinterviews, music, humor
can be an stimulating and fun way of approaching specific item of the curriculum or
even human rights issues.

The Governement, namely the Ministry of Educatishpuld urgent support human
rights education initiatives for children that used Educommunicatiofbased approach
for human rights including the awareness of theceptualization of the child as a
citizen entitled of rights and especially of skillgat allow the full participation in the
society, in equality with adults, and without gendescrimination and bearing in mind
the inclusion of children with disabilities. Thei® an urgent need of human rights

education in the country.

5.2.2. To the United Nations in Guinea-Bissau

The United Nations in Guinea-Bissau, namely theenirSpecial Representative of the
UN Secretary-General, Mr. Ramos-Horta, is encowtaigerequest to the Brazilian
Government all possible kinds of cooperation in fiel of Educommunicationn the
framework of South-South cooperation regardingfélee that the Brazilian Government
adopt a demand driven system of international teahgooperation which consists that
the country should request what kind of cooperatiorwhat field, it want to receive
from the Brazilian experts. Why the United NationB2cause in this context of
instability, a request from the United Nations wbuarantee that the intervention
would be properly done sooner even in the contéxhsiability to address the main
demands of human rights fulfillment in the counspecifically in thespectrumof the
right of the child. Mr Ramos-Horta is the best parso lead this advocacy because in
East-Timor, while he was president of the courdryery success Brazilian cooperation
in this field between the Educative TV Channel [Fatin Brazil and the TV in East
Timor was done with great success in 2009.

The United Nations heads in Guinea-Bissau is idviteencourage all departments of the

UN offices in the country to include children peigation in the main actions. In the
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framework of the UN Communication Group, the UNwdHanvite not only the children;

of RCJJ, but all organizations that deal directithwehildren participation for a workshop
with all UN staff in order to show them how childrparticipation can be done in a very
practical way. This is suggested with the aim okimg possible children participation in a
transversal way within the UNDAF implementatiorttie country. UNICEF is seen as the
best organization to take the lead of this initatin other to better coordinate the process,
showing the care and procedures that need to len tako account when children

participation is involved.

5.2.3. To UNICEF Guinea-Bissau

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau is advised to study the pdggibf inclunding in the next Five
Years Country Program a special attention to theglementation of the CRC through
children participation with a specific budget forontinuously actions. Even
acknowledging the participation of the child hasmeupported in a transversal manner
within all programs, a specific budget for the femement of continuous actions of
participation promotion would increase the impéddhe children and youth association
that do the grassroots work in all country. A spkiivestment in the rural area is also
advised.

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau is also encouraged, througlEducation Program Area, to
advocate within the Government for the inclusionhoiman rights education in the
formal curriculum of public schools and also foe timclusion ofEducommunication
activities that could be contemplate as new medtéammg not internet and those who
need equipment, but new media meaning creativet iork as posters, juvenile
newspaper written by hand, cartoons in the thr@esiyyEducommunicatioapproaches
that would promote a more horizontal pedagogy & dlassrooms of the country that
would allow children to be educated for human sghtough participation.

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau is also invited to supportrémization of the first Meeting on
Educommunicatioras the teacher Figuinho Ocaia suggested in hidearThe event
would be directed to civil society organizatioreadhers of public schools, members of

the government and also journalists. The Indiatocaist Sharad Sharma should be
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invited to teach his methodology on making peoptalpcing easy cartoons for human
rights mobilization in villages, with almost zercst and efficiency by being
disseminated disposed in the trees. Also the yisath RENAJOC should be invited to
exchange experiences during the event. From thedefoem, all members of the
diplomatic corps in Guinea-Bissau would be inviteed indicate people from their
country that have been working in a field relatedther to enlarge the contribution.
UNICEF Guinea-Bissau is advised to put pressuredenshe UN System for the
inclusion of child participation in areas of intention in the country by capacity
building the members of other departments to mh&mtable to work with the children
and promoting their fully participation in differeactions by giving them voice and

space to be heard.

5.2.4. To UNICEF Brazil

UNICEF Brazil is invited to increase its efforts cooperation with African countries in
the framework of South-South Cooperation for thehaxging of successful expertise
on Educommunicatiorthey support in Brazil with civil societies orgaations in
Guinea-Bissau and other African countries. Thisomemendation is inspired in the
experience of the calledhe South-South Ties Netwpirlaunched in 2004 by the
Brazilian government with the aim at promoting dafity between developing
countries and a model of horizontal cooperatior, ithtiative provides information
exchange and joint development of strategies atidraplans for coping, treatment and
care for HIV/AIDS. This model of South-South coogteyn has an approach centered
on human rights as a cross-cutting theme, focusimtipe rights of each person to know
how to protect yourself and others from HIV, to Wier or not living with HIV, to have
access to comprehensive and integrated treatnmehiding pediatric treatment, and the
right of every child to be born and grow free ofethirus, preventing vertical
transmission - that which occurs from mother toybdbring pregnancy, childbirth or
breastfeeding. In light of this experience, thet8dbouth Ties should be expand for an
exchange onEducommunicationrmethodologies for human rights not restricted to

HIV/AIDS related issues.
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UNICEF Brazil is also encouraged to support GuiBesau in the advocacy with
Brazilian Government for the importance of provglinechnical cooperation on
Educommunicationo Guinea-Bissau, aligned with the advocacy efferiggested here

to be done by the UN in Guinea-Bisssau.

5.2.5. To the Academia

The Brazilian universities as University of S&o BauUSP, namely the Nucleus of
Communication and Education, Federal UniversityPefnambuco - UFPE and other
that study the field of Educommunication in the oy should encourage international
academic exchange with the universities of Guinessda in order to start a field of
research oreducommunicationn the country and also promoting the researchuabo
Educommunicationin Guinea-Bissau among Brazilian academic studeats

specialists on this field.

5.2.6. To UNILAB

The Universidade da Integracdo Internacional da Lusadomfro-Brasileird®* was
created by Law No. 12,289, of July 20, 2010, arstaited in Brazil, in the State of
Ceara, on May 25, 2011. According to the Brazillagislation, UNILAB aims to
provide higher education to develop research invdi@ous areas of knowledge and
promote the university extension, with the instdnal mission specific training human
resources to contribute to the integration betwB@zil and other countries members of
Community of Portuguese Speaking Countries - CRispecially African countries, as
well as promoting regional development and cul{uselentific and educational. In this
framework, UNILAB is recognized as a very importatdkeholder in the dissemination
of the field ofEducommunicatiom the lusophone Africa and it is invited to dexded
special attention to the studies @&ducommunicationn Guinea-Bissau with also
practical research intervention in the country adl ws stimulating the students that

come from Guinea-Bissau to study in Brazil to deepad focus the research in this

181 Information about UNILAB available at www.unilallebr. (Consulted on June 2013).
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field of Educommunicatiorfor human rights, with special focus of the Riglittioe

Child. A special focus should be given in the aacaide studies around the
communicational ecosystem concept for the reafitsuinea-Bissau. In what ways a
dialogical communication can take place througlmmunicational ecosystem for the
promotion of right to participation and access offormation and especially

guaranteeing the right to be heard to many children

5.2.7. To NCE-USP and UFPE

Namely, professor Ismar de Oliveira Soares from Wmversity of Sdo Paulo and
Patricia Horta from Federal University of Pernamyuwho are the pioneers of the
academic studies daducommunicatioim Brazil, are invited to create ways to motivate
researches in Brazil to provide a special attentton the issues related to
Educommunicatiomn Guinea-Bissau. There is a huge field to deeyethe academic

publications and studies in this area.

5.2.8. To the Human Rights Centre of Padua Unitsersi

As the main “house” of this Thesis, the Human RsgBentre is invited to promote a
deepen approach in the researches of the fieEdatommunicatiofior human rights,
specially the right of the Child. There is a hugddf for exchanging initiatives among
Italian students to other in Brazil and Guinea-BissThe students based in Italy would
have the opportunity to go in the field to seergaity and challenges of human rights.
By the other hand, some Guinean students or huights defenders could have access
to much fundamental knowledge about human rightscatibn. The language would
not be an issue because there are people fromali@nlCooperation in the country that
can support with translation. Or even the HumanhRigCenter in Padua with its
recognition could advocacy for the promotion ofstlexchange on human rights
education also through Italian institutions spezetl in this field or even potential

donors for this kind of initiative.
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5.2.9. To RCJJ

Keep playing. Do never forget the fun part of thimazing work for the promotion of
the CRC by accessing their rights to participatiamd also their right to play.
Educommunicatiorthrough the radio program should be always donanaattractive
activity as it was for the boy RO Gilberto whenfhst join this network at the time he
was 12. Now, the pioneers members that are becpymuth have the important
responsibility to keep on the commitment of the rhem of RCJJ and also to take this
work to the rural areas, mobilizing a larger numbsechildren. RCJJ is challenged here
to, by using theEducommunicationtechniques that make children learn how to
communicate their rights in a fun and visible waythe streets, RCJJ should call the
attention of the International Organizations ansoabn National authorities for the
provision of the basic structure you need to dgvelour work. Look for new ways to
acquire skills on fundraising and sustainabilitynagement to guide the younger in
their work, but always bearing in mind they areldii@n, they need to play and always
“talk” in their own language not being pressuredamy way by adults timing, but

motivated by participation for the promotion of thghts of the child.

5.2.10. To AMIC

Is encouraged to advocacy - since now - for thégyeation of one member of RCJJ in
the next session on Guinea-Bissau. Their involverimethe process for the 83ession
was very much appreciated; however, they shoul@ tla® opportunity to also be there
in Geneva representing the children of Guinea-Bissa

Is also invited to research abdoducommunicatiofecause maybe this can be a good
approach to the challenged shared by Médmia his interview that the organizations

need to learn on “how to better work with children”

182Interview (in Portuguese) with Laudolino Carlos N secretary-executive of Association of Child-
Friendly People (Associacdo Amigos da Crianca — @Mand who i salso secretary-executive of the
Group of NGOs Working on Child Matters (ColigacdasdOrganizacbes de Defesa dos Direitos da
Crianga na Guiné-Bissau - CODEDIC-GB). Geneva dore 2013.(Transcription in Annex).
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5.2.11. To RENAJOC Brazil

Is called to increase the exchange initiatives VRtBJJ in order to promote a mutual
capacity building between the children and youtat tomposed both organizations.
This exchange started with the trip of one membmnfRCJJ Guinea-Bissau to Brazil.
The next step should be delegation from RENAJOQetrdo Guinea-Bissau to
cooperate and learn with the achievement of theaadility of their organization and
by the other hand RENAJOC would be empowered wilw EEducommunication
methodologies that are implemented by the childneGuinea-Bissau. This should not

be restricted to RCJJ, but to all children and lgarganization in the country.

5.2.12. To the members of the Committee on the Righe Child

The members are encouraged to ask to the NGO Vgowkith the Child Rights Matters in
Guinea-Bissau to provide more information produbgcthildren to the next Session on
Guinea-Bissau, especially by RCJJ because they alrerady involved the children in the
elaboration of the last report from civil societythe 65' Session, but as step further they
should be encouraged to promote, throglucommunicationthe participation of the
children in the report of the situation of themhis in their country to the Committee by
sending radio programs or video that were jointtgdpced with other children. The
participation of one or more children of RCJJ ia tiext Session is strongly recommended.
RCJJ could be the lead organization of this prodessause they already have the
Educommunicatioexpertise and they could invite other childrepriaduce drama plays or
even radio programs with the human rights violaitgmey think are the most committed
against them in their country. It is a process shatuld be start now to have a quality result

in the preparation for the next Session on Guineaas.
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1. Interview (in Portuguese, translated to Englishthrough Skype with: R6-Gilberto
Gomes C4, 17 years-old, secretary-general of RCRede de Criangas e Jovens
Jornalistas da Guiné-Bissau (in English: ChildrendaYoung Journalists Network of
Guinea-Bissau)

Date: 13 May 2013
1. How could you describe the life of a child in Gnea-Bissau?

Since 1998, after the civil war and also after tagfication of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child the organizations are doingdrthest to improve the situation but not
even with this effort we can face the problem aficadion today in Guinea-Bissau. All
public schools are under strike at this momentldot face problems in the area of
harmful practices and we have problems in healtteption and education. | believe
those are the three most complicated areas fairehil

2. Since when the schools are under strike? And whdo those children do during a
strike period. How are their lives? Do they stay ahome?

This time, since last week. As we are in the seaédhe Cashew Campaign, even when
there was no strike, children drop out of schoal &ain for the Cashew Campaign to
help their parents in the garden to harvest nuiscashews. And as in this period there
are no classes, they vain for regions of the cguntharvest. They go with their relatives
to help them to make a good campaign and the athiddren who are here (capital

Bissau) do nothing. Thus remain in the street:)glabthing.

3. And what about your life in Guinea-Bissau? How ould you describe it?

My life is normal. Last year, | concluded the twliyear (last year of Guinea- Bissau
basic education system) and now | am looking fblokrships. My daily routine is to do
nothing. Not only me but the majority of the yodi#ite the same situation. You wake up
in the morning and until the evening you do notehamything to do.

4. What about your school? How was your school? Digou have food, water,
electric energy?

There were teachers, but many of them did not bpeeific capacity and degree to teach,
| mean a professional level. There was no food.néter had. However, we had electric
energy and many people used to attend classes &véning.

5.What about water, didactical books and material?

There is no drinking water available for student$uinea-Bissau. No toilets. Regarding
material, we did not use books, but the teachenk with what is called support text.
The teachers take the text in their class andttiients copy the material.
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6.In your opinion, the situation of Education has mcreased or got worse in the last
years?

After the civil war the situation has gotten mucbrge than before. In 2003, 2004 we can
say that there were not academic year in schdolad none and, after that, we could not
study three periods in schools anymore, only twe €oncepts and subjects transmitted
by the teachers were in the beginning of the eéghtUntil now the situation is like that.

7.Now, let’s talk about you. Why and how did you dgded to take part of RCJJ?

It was in October of 2008. | was invited by a fdemho is now studying abroad thanks to
a scholarship. At that time he was the Secretangigd of RCJJ. In October of this year |
will complete years 5 years of participation irstbrganization.

8.You were a child at that time. You were twelve yars-old. What have motivated
you?

(Robert smiles and started answering it with moirgt It was the radio program made
by children. At that time, RCJJ had a radio progréne same program that we still
produce and transmit every Saturday. | liked allogally like to listen to that friend of
mine and many other children to talk about childserghts on the radio. That is why one
day | told him that I really liked it and he invitene to attend one meeting of RCJJ and
make a submission test. | was approved and | amrab@r until today.

9.What test is this about?

We have a three phase testdry child that is interested in being part of R®as to be
submitted to this test First, is the oral phase in order to evaluate tbvel of
communication in Portuguese language? The secsnieiorthography test and, thirdly,
reading. Those are the basic mechanisms for a whidhiter RCJJ. After being accepted,
we provide a special training on basic journaligifiss

10. | am sorry. | have the impression that | interupted your answer before. You
were about to say something about the year 2010?dii listen to it correctly?

Yes. | was telling that in 2008 | became a memldeRGJJ and in 2010 | assumed a
position in the coordination. In that year | caradetl myself for a Secretary-general
position and | was elected by the General Assembhys year we will have another
General Assembly.

11. Thank you. Coming back to the point when you daded to take part of RCJJ.
When you were 12 years-old you told me the main migation was the fun of the
radio program produced “by children” and transmitte d “to children”. But, at that
time, did you know anything related to the right ofthe child?

At that time, | did not know anything about it. &Ve learned a lot with RCJJ. The way
those children speak on the radio. | learned albatut this topicthe right of the chilj
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because every week we talk in the radio about stdbyelated to the life of children in
Guinea-Bissau. | can say that | have learned witbt RCJJ and | am a communicator of
this organization and | keep working for the wedfaf the children in Guinea-Bissau.

12. As | understand, you learned the CRC by activglparticipating, studying it with
other children. We can say that you lived the reagparticipation of a child. You lived
“Article 12" along your experience. So, within thiscontext, what is the experience of
a real participation for a child and what is the diference between children that have
the opportunity to participate as you did to anothe that does not have the same
opportunity?

| think the opportunity of participating of an orgzation like RCJJ is great but many
children do not have the same opportunity becauG&JRloes not receive any regular
support since 2009 and that is it. We have lindtai to mobilize other children, do
researches.

13. In 2008 you had support and since 2009 you havet received any regular
support. How does it affect children participation?

In reality, it is very difficult when you do not @ support to make the activities and
produce the radio program for example. Many timelan activities but do have means
to realize them because of the lack of support.aRigg the child that does not
participate, he or she does not have the same d¢éweformation as the others. | say that
because the child that participates he or she conuaes with her relatives, when the
members of RCJJ participates in activities held ibternational organizations for
example they have the privilege to access infonatiegarding the Millennium
Development Goals for example, they are able teareh those topics in the internet and
learn more. But, that child who does not have thgootunity to participate gets limited.
Many children do not know the different duties aights and they also do not know
anything about the duties and their own rights.

14. What is this real participation that RCJJ allowthe children? What does it mean
for a child to participate?

The participation in the radio program is reallypontant and fundamental. | learned
many things that I did not know before.

15. In Guinea-Bissau, is this right to participation equally guaranteed to every child,
including the ones that live in rural areas?

Unfortunately, the answer to this question is noabse RCJJ is the only organization
created so far to allow children to participateisTietwork, basically, was created with
the aim at making children able to talk about tlmghts. There are no adults that talk
about children. The children are the ones that idiately suffer with any violation of

their rights. That is why RCJJ was created in otdanake the children the ones to talk
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about their rights. In the program we produce ai®&ombolom the children produce
and talk. On other radios in the country the chifdare invited sometimes only to
declaim poems and that is it. Regarding the childrerural areas | think they do not
have this right guaranteed and even here in thanudone they do not have ihé
opportunity to participate The percentage is really low. The number ofdrkih that do
not participate is too much higher than the othieo Was the opportunity to participate.

16. What does prevent them from participating?

Many adults think the children do not have skillshink the other reasons that prevent
children from participating are: the adults do gote the opportunity to children; they

think they are not able to do things. That is wimldzen do not have opportunity to

participate. Not only in the Radio Program but wittheir own family. The child does

not participate in the decision making processairthomes, the opinion of the children
is not heard. In the family and even at school.sTisi hard. Children do not have
opportunity.

17. Do you think RCJJ provides to these children tl voice that they do not have in
practical?

Yes. RCJJ is a unique organization that, so f&umea-Bissau, gives the opportunity to
the children to express their feelings through mmaonication channel as the radio. |
think RCJJ has preserved the real participatiothefchild. As | said before, on other
radios the children only go to dedicate music, aefitory and declaim a poem. In those
programs they do not talk about their rights, dodebate. There are no concepts to make
children talk about their rights as we do.

18. Talking about children’s rights. In your opinion, does the political instability
interfere in this area? If yes, how?

Of course, it impacts. With the military coups as are living now a political crisis, a
moment of transition, this transitory governmeneslmot pay salaries to the teachers.
The teachers do not go to schools to teach thdrehil This daily impacts the children...
(Robert makes a pause to look for a word in Portsguianguage. His colloquial
language is Creole)lhe ones who suffer more are the women and thdrehil

19. Why do the women suffer more?

The women suffer more because, firstly, as | t@d pefore, as we have this transitory
government they do not pay the salaries also terattinistries and public institutions.
Our fathers do not receive money and then our methave to sacrifice to guarantee our
daily food. More specifically, they work as womeravsell things in the streets. All
suffering fall, firstly, into women, and after inteir children.
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20. Does RCJJ have any research or data regardindié human rights violations
suffered by children in Guinea-Bissau? In case ngjou can answer based on your
own experience working for the promotion of CRC inthe country.

Firstly, harmful practices. Female genital mutdatiand early-forced marriage. Sexual
violation among children is extremely alarming, luging trafficking of children to the
neighbors countries as Senegal, The Gambia to edatibé children dccording to
PLAN International, Talibé children are the onesttlygo worst Koranic schools that
force children to be out on the street every ddyyTreceive no formal education and
suffer poor living conditions. Boys from age 3 fothey are forced to beg, while girls are
put to work in school —or daara — itselAnother problem is forced labor, many children
sells things in the street of the capital BissaesiBes all those problems, health
protection and education.

21. In your opinion, your work on the promotion of child’s participation can make
any difference in this critical scenario? How do ya see this issue?

Obviously, the work we do has a huge importancebse we work to inform, educate
and promote awareness to all levels of childhood @so including the olderag the
youth). The work | do it is important because it helpe population in general on the
fulfillment of the duties and it helps preventing the eventigations that may affect the
children.

22. Nowadays in Guinea-Bissau, if a child has coneas of her or his rights and
those are violated. To whom she can denounce or ak help?

Here we have the Minor’s brigade, the Judiciaryd@olhich deals specifically with the
violations of the rights of the child. If one chidffers any kind of violation she can talk
directly to us RCJJ or go to the members of the Children’s Parlianoemven to AMIC.
Recently, we have followed one case of violatiod ae took it to the Minor’s Brigade
because they have the competence to analyze tke Afisr taking care of that child’s
case they sent the process to the Ministry of daisthd there is also the Magistrate where
they send the case to the Ministry of Justice &edetthe people evaluates the case and
send it to judgment.Robert interrupts the interview to answer a phoa#l from his
dad).

23. Robert, as | explained before |1 am writing thisMaster thesis focusing on the
implementation of the CRC in Guinea-Bissau. If youwere in my place, what
approach do you think you would follow? What shouldbe the priorities of a study
that talks about children’s rights in Guinea-Bissa@

I cannot answer this question. It is so difficdtre. Robert really shows difficult on
answering this question)
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24. Supposing you would give an advice to me. Whslould be my priorities?

Even not choosing an article of the conventiGR(Q), | would say that you should look
for more information about what is happening novGiminea-Bissau. Data about what is
occurring right now in the country, the situatiam the schools with the strikes, the
frequent violations of the rights of the child timatppens daily here.

25. And, what would you say if you have the opporhity to directly dialogue with
the heads of UNICEF, PLAN INTERNATIONAL and other important partners
that work for the implementation of the CRC in the country?

Firstly, they should get in touch with the Ministofy Education in order to find a way that
teachers could talk about the convention in thesstgoms. This would bring many
benefits and it would be very important. Becauiehase eventsseminars that children
or even teachers attepd | am invited, | go but | do not share the infaation afterwards
to my neighbor. Klere Robert does not refer about himself but gaesexample about
those who attend an isolated eJye®ts a guest, | receive the information but | cdmaek
home with the information but | do not do anythimgth that. The best way of
disseminating the convention, in my opinion, woub@ that those international
organizations should contact the Ministry of Edigratin order to make the professors
able to talk around 10 or 15 minutes per class ath@uCRC not only here in the capital
Bissau but also in other regions of the countryeylbhould organiz®jumbai (word in
creole language that means community meeting, @decof talking, taking a thematic
and promoting a debate with children participationd also their parents. | believe this
way the message will be well-disseminated in thghierhoods, in the regions.

26. Nowadays, do those organization support childre participation in your
country?

They support because thanks to UNICEF we (RCJ3} exid also PLAN International
created a group with the same characteristic a®m@anization, with the same work we
do. Recently, we received some capacity buildinghim area moviemaking, reportage,
articles and newspaper. We published five artiatethe newspaper No Pintcha. Once in
a while we receive support from UNICEF but thosgamizations do not support us
100%.

27. What is missing then? You have just mentionech&t those organizations offer
capacity-building opportunities. In these meetingsdo they provide food and water
to the children that participate? And beyond thoseinitiatives? If you have the
opportunity to have a direct dialogue with the bosss of those organization, what
would you ask for?

There are still many things to do in the field bfld protection because our organization
is well recognized because of the children paritgn but so far we do not have a
headquarter, a room, a place to develop our aesvithe weekly meetings are held in a
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room of a public school with bad structure withelgctric energy and place to them keep
any material because the room has no lockers, eabiand even doprThere is a huge
lack of working material. Many things are missifidne first challenge is the financial
resource. All our activities are financed by us thildren. It is very hard because we
have to contact the other children, without morseseally complicated.

28. To wrap up, could you tell what is the RCJJ andhow it was created and how it
works nowadays?

The RCJJ is a collective person of private rightheut profits means that works to
identify, denounce and contribute for the promotoid dissemination of the rights of the
children in Guinea-Bissau. It was created to leastundetermined time and it was
legalized in 2006 in the capital of Bissau. It lseund 50 members and its functional
body is divided in three parts: first, the Genefaisembly, secondly, the Directive
Council and thirdly the Inquiry Commission. In thHgirective Council there is a
coordinator, a vice-coordinator and a secretarg. General Assembly is composed by its
components, the president, the vice-president asatetary. The Inquiry Commission is
composed by a president, a vice-president andrataeg.

29. The RCJJ was created in 2006 with UNICEF supptr What was the last
financial support received by RCJJ?

The most recent support we received it was to etiviaes under the framework of
International Children's Day of broadcasting. Wddha radio debate produced by
children at Radio Bombolom, where we produce aadstmit our weekly radio program
and also at another radio, Radio Sol Mansi.

30. And how was it? Did you receive financial suppt?

They (UNICEF) paid direct to the radio the amowsdarding the time of transmission.
We received money for transport, communicationfaod.

31. What about structural support for the weekly ativities? You meet every
Sunday, so, do these children have food and water?

No, we do not have. The last support we receivedag in 2009, by UNICEF, for the T-
shirts to all members and in 2011, with your suppae were invited by the UN and
UNIOGBIS to participate in events as the InternaioPeace Day, The UN Day and the
International Day of Volunteers and also the Wokids Day. We received capacity-
building from you on how to produce the collectiWgall Journal” and we produced and
exposed in those eventi (he same year they received the capacity-bugldiission on
theater for development provided by Grupo Arte &sygle Teatro, financed by the
Ministry of Culture of Brazjl And this year, only the f0March (International children's
day of broadcasting).
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32. So, for the weekly meetings, no support? And tsomany children participate?
No. Around 25 children participate in our meetiogsSundays.

33. Do you think if you have a financial support ya would access more children
with your work?

We want to increase our radio program to otheedkffit radios in the capital and also we
want to create regional structures for our orgaitma. In the regions and also in the
capital we want our program to be transmitted &gccommunitarian radios and also
other radios.

34. Currently, RCJJ’s radio program is on air every Saturdays on Radio
Bombolom. What time? The radio does not charge néier supports you, right?

Yes, it does not charge neither supports us. Irbdgnning UNICEF paid the time we
were on air to the Radio, but after the directidnttee Radio saw that we had some
experience and decided to give us that time ofoaiiree. We are on air every Saturday,
from 9h am to 10h30 am.

35. And then, the support was over?

Yes, only in occasional events and since you tef2012 we received this more specific
for the 1¢" March International children's day of broadcasting

36. Besides the radio program, what are the otherctivities developed by RCJJ?

As | was saying, we learned how to collectivelyduece the collective “Wall Journal”
and during next Children’s Fortnight (celebratedirica from June ¥ and ends with the
Day of the African Child on June $)5we will expose those in many places of the chpita
Bissau and we also do drama in our radio programswae will have special theaters in
public spaces at Imperio Square (the main squakissau) for the occasion of World
Day Against Child Labor together with the NGO AD.

37. | would like to thank you very much and ask ifyou have a last final
consideration. This space is open to you?

So, I would like to thank you again for all you leadone for us. God blesses you, | hope
that your thesis will be a success and | would tik¢éhank you on behalf of all members
of RCJJ and | would like to say that we will coninto do our job with or without
support of international or national organizatiohisank you.
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2. Interview (in Portuguese) held in Geneva: Laudolino Carlos Medina, executive-
secretary of AMIC and national executive-secretary of CODEDIC-GB

Date: 7 June 2013

1. Quais os principais desafios da implementacdo @onvencao na Guiné-Bissau?

Muito obrigada, a questdo é muito pertinente. An@tBissau € um pais com varios
problemas e desafios para a implementacdo de umae@gao internacional, sobretudo
de uma matéria muito sensivel como a protecdo diestos direitos da crianca. Coloca
varios desafios, portanto, mas eu acho que o pomeeésafio tem a ver com a

domesticacdo da Convencdo das Nacdes Unidas n&-Bisisau. Isto passa a pratica
pela a revisdo de todas as legislacdes, removers tad barreiras e harmonizar as
legislacdes nacionais ao espirito da Convencabdlde8es Unidas.

2. Entdo,ndo houve harmonizacdo até entdo? Hoje etiim ndo ha um estatuto da
crianga, um codigo de protecao a crianga unico noggs?

O Cadigo(audio problem) de Menores da Guiné-Bissau é um documento muitwovel
da era colonial, salvo o erro de 1968 ou 1972, gidde Assisténcia Constitucional dos
Menores. Entdo, € um documento muito velho e wWssgdo onde ainda persistem ainda
alguns aspectos que sao contrarios as disposigd€dodvencdo das Nagbes Unidas
relativa aos direitos das criancas. Portanto, niguanto organizagdo em prol da
promocéo e defesa dos direitos da crianca desdentadegislatura estamos a fazer um
lobby com muita fé portanto para que haja a harna@dio e a revisdo e agora estamos na
oitava legislatura com muitas tentativas apoiaaasvprios parceiros, como o INEP, no
sentido de fazer esse estudo da com vista a reziadmarmonizacéo, depois passado pela
Faculdade de Direito de Bissau e recentemente €BHNIfinanciou portanto um trabalho
de revisdo e harmonizag¢éo. De acordo com as ulim@snacdes que eu tenho é que ja
se fez o trabalho portanto é agora para avancaapiamente para a elaboragdo de um
cbdigo da (Unico, da crianca) na Guiné-Bissau. #0p@rece que o problema coloca-se a
nivel de meios para que 0s consultores possamavemq 0 processo. Para além desses
aspectos meramente legais, ha aspectos tambénemua ver com a persisténcia das
praticas nefastas que constituem de fato barréramplementacdo da Convencdo na
Guiné-Bissau. Portanto, com isso.(entrevistaderiampe).

3. Qual é o cenério hoje das praticas nefastas naip?

Temos um direito muito desenvolvido sobre as patitefastas, portanto sdo nocivas a
saude e a integridade da crianca nomeadamentestiquia mutilacdo genital feminina
que atinge cerca de 50% das mulheres nomeadanseat@acas, também a questdo por
exemplo do casamento precoce for¢cado, a questfralmidho infantil, das piores formas
de trabalho infantil, a questdo das criancas taléré&/iadas a priore (para)o exterior para
0 ensino coranico e que caem nas armadilhas dosaties e que séo traficadas o que
nés chamamos de forma moderna da escravatura.rtéé tigos de préticas tradicionais,
portanto é preciso de fato, intensificar as ag@esensibilizacdo com o dialogo.
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4. Hoje em dia j& ha uma lei na Guiné-Bissau que pibe a MGF, certo?

Sim, mas a lei por si s6 como eu ja disse ndo & admportante sim, mas € preciso
continuar as acfes de sensibilizacdo e tambémradota estratégia holistica porque
muitas das causas tem a ver com o estado de désmerdo, as nossas comunidades,
por exemplo, o analfabetismo, a questdo da auséeciafraestruturas sociais de base
portanto tudo isso tem implicacdo direta na impletagiio da Convencado dos Direitos
das Criancas na Guiné-Bissau. Portanto, aspeabo®icos ligados a pobreza, como eu
disse a pouco, a falta de servicos sociais de Isasele, educacdo, agua, saneamento,
portanto ao nivel de Bissau sente caréncia, masdiden que vocé vai deixando Bissau
para as regides a caréncia aumenta ainda maignfmnmo mundo rural, eu diria a

discrepancia é enorme. H4 muito que trabalharmea geminuir e minimizar essa
distancia.

5. Em relac&o ao que o senhor disse sobre os dessifila disseminacéo e eu gostei do
gue disse sobre uma estratégia holistica. Nessetg#m a minha tese tem enfase no
artigo 12, participacao, da criancga ter o direito @ ser ouvida, de participacdo. Como
esta essa situacdo na Guiné-Bissau hoje? O artigd & acessado pelas criangcas? Se
nao, quais sao as dificuldades?

Olha, modéstia a parte a AMIC é a organizacdo p@ma matéria da promocao e defesa
dos direitos das criangas na Guiné-Bissau, fodarem 1984 e vai completar 30 anos de
existéncia. Sim, a participacdo é um dos grandesardzares de Aquiles, mas temos
avancado e nunca ficamos com 0s bragos cruzadasgpentrevistadora questiona o por
qué, se é problema geografico ou outro aspecta)fdEma, é o como trabalhar com as
criancas. Portanto, a medida que n0s vamos avamcadd estamos a adquirir
experiéncias de trabalhar com as criancas, soloreitghnizar as criancas. Portanto, a
AMIC foi a primeira estrutura de apoio as criangagovens trabalhadores que séo
organizadas em uma associac¢do e neste momentamtaeguilo que nés chamamos do
Movimento de Criancas e Jovens trabalhadoras, miorteam um foro proprio tanto a
nivel sectorial, regionais, nacional, onde podemriedr as suas opinides, onde sdo
cponsultadas e as suas opinides sdo tidas em emgAd ou tem espago propicio para
fazer a pressdo para que sejam ouvidas para gseaasopinides sejam escutadas. E
também nds fomos a primeira organiza¢do na GuisgaBia enquadrar um Parlamento
Infantil que agora neste momento esta a ser gadmgielo Instituto Mulher e Crianga,
mas o primeiro Parlamento Infantil da Guiné-Biska@uealizado pela AMIC. Portanto,
sdo espacos propicios onde os adultos podem osvicriangas. Eu me lembro
perfeitamente o Gltimo parlamento infantil que a l@Mealizou, na altura, convidamos o
presidente da republica Nino Vieira, a presidemtddrlamento era uma menina como a
atua presidenta do Brasil, que no fim de tudo gotreas recomendacdes ao presidente da
republica e disse a ele: “ espero que desta venloos presidente da republica ndo vai
meter essas recomendacdes na gaveta”. Ele regabeudisse: “eu prometi e ndo vou
meter essas recomendacdes na gaveta”. Infelizmgu@do estavamos a avangar num
caminho com vista a criar situacdes favoraveis paraplementacdo da Convencgéo, ou
seja, a aplicabilidade do direito da crianca, caisl aquela desgraca do conflito militar de
7 de Junho de 1998 e com esta crise e com o0 margdth pais em multiplas crises
depois do 7 de Junho de fato houve uma estagn@géicevista pergunta: O Parlamento
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Infantil € antes de 987?). Sim, a década de 90 denpos assim caracterizar diriamos que
foi a década de ouro em termos dos direitos dax@igporque foi marcado pela a
primeira assinatura da convencéo, a sua entradégem a participacdo da Guiné-Bissau
no mais elevado nivel em conferéncias internacsprsmbretudo, na Cimeira de Nova
York que resultou num plano de agdo com metas etaxrAcho que foi o primeiro
plano de acéo e o Unico até entdo. Vé-se claranhefteque ndo existe nenhum plano
nacional de acéo (especifico sobre os direitoxdascas). Nao existe nenhuma politica
definida no dominio da infancia nem sequer um pteawonal de agéo. E quando € assim
¢ dificil chegar la, atingir os objetivos.

6. No DENARP hé algo especifico pela crianca porquedelegacdo da Guiné-Bissau
ndo respondeu essa pergunta que foi feita agora h@uco por um membro do
Comité?

Ha uma parte da crianga, ha uma parte da mulhes,apameios ficam muito muito
aguém, ndo ha recursos para implementacdo do DENARIB nds gostariamos de ver,
portanto a implementacéo fica muito a desejar.

7. E como esse ultimo golpe de estado de 12 Abrd 8012, as coisas mudaram?

Neste momento é muito dificil mobilizar recursosapa Guiné-Bissau, j& estamos em um
retrocesso, a situacdo esta praticamente esta@iorortanto, tudo dependendo da
transicéo, portanto tudo dependendo da organizagieleicbes para o fim desse ano. E
s6 depois que as novas portas vao se abrir, nogespgetivas no dominio da
aplicabilidade, mas neste momento noés ndo podemaarcos bracos, apesar desta
situacgéo dificil temos dado alguns passos impatasbretudo ao nivel da prevencéo de
varios fenomenos que violam os direitos da criangegeadamente, a questdo do trafico
da crianca. Como pode saber com o golpe de estadoa fragilizacdo das instituicdes,
ao contrario verifica-se a generalizacdo dos femdmeatentatdérios ao direitos das
criangas. Neste momento, praticamente, todos gs s somos chamados a fazer parte
(auxiliar) casos de violacdes dos direitos dascea.

8. A AMIC recebe denuncias e encaminha para as autdades competentes?

Fazemos denudncias, damos a orientacdo, muitasedas trabalhamos em colaboragéo
com alguns juristas, que dao conselhos juridicos easo da assisténcia nés temos o
centro de acolhimento das criangas para vitimasafieo, criangas vitimas de casamento
precoce e casos que requerem um acolhimento nmgie Encaminhamos as instituicdes
especializadas como a SOS Aldeia das Criancas asas cgeridas por instituicbes
religiosas, sobretudo as brasileiras. D& para djzera situacdo ndo esta a ser facil neste
momento, mas ndo podemos ficar parados. E porgisscestamos aqui (63rd. Session
Committee on the Rights of the Child) como obseoves para sairmos com ideias,
recomendacdes, observacdes concretas para comas rjps vamos trabalhar nos
proximos tempos para melhorar a situacao dos arelids criangas na Guiné-Bissau.
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9. Sobre a participacdo das criancas, quais seriaas caracteristicas das experiencias
de sucesso das acoes implementadas pela AMIC parazér com que de fato a
crianca guineense participe além da criacdo de esp@s como vocés fizeram? E na
escola, é na familia, o que é?

A participagdo tem que ser uma componente trarsveNs casa, na familia, na sua
comunidade, na escola, tem que ser um processoda@anem que a crianca vai
participando ela vai aprendendo, sem receios, sedosy sobretudo onde podem cometer
erros, 0s erros sdo permitidos, a crianga vai dereto com os seus erros. Portanto, a
participacao tem de ser transversal em todos @gespnde a crianga esta presente.

10. E para finalizar, como vocé avalia o trabalho @ Rede de Criancas e Jovens
Jornalistas da Guiné-Bissau (RCJJ) e como vocé vaig uma organizacdo que ao
meu ver é tao bem organizada pelas criancas ndo temmma sede, ndo tem
financiamento, como vocé avalia essa questao?

Eu acho que a RCJJ é um exemplo concreto de paém. Para mim a questédo da sede
nem € tanto um problema, o problema sé&o recursasgo@ possam fazer o seu trabalho
porque, por exemplo, a RCJJ, integram a Coligag@@rganizacdes Defensoras dos
Direitos das Criangas, da qual eu sou o secreg&goutivo nacional. A COREDIG
também funciona nas instalacdes da AMIC, portargmbros da rede podem conectar 0s
seus computadores e ter acesso a internet. Alémady) uma das organiza¢gées membros
da coligagdo, a SOS Aldeia das Criangas acabouodeceder um espaco onde a
coligacdo pode funcionar. As organizacfes que efod sede sdo benvindas, s6 que
precisamos equipar 0 espaco, para torna-lo funkcifpeusa, entrevistadora pergunta: ha
recursos para gerir esse espago?). Estamos a zaobiicursos, ha recursos da PLAN
Guiné-Bissau que esta a disponibilizar uma certticfigacao financeira, poranto, para
dizer de fato que o problema da rede € ao nivehalalizacado de recursos. Eu vejo que
receberam vérias formagfes, mas tem que ser rdéw@@s capacidades em termos de
mobilizacdo de recursos. Mas, ndo é facil no ceatexineense conseguir mobilizar
recursos, mas estao de pé, estdo ativos, tem pragreadiofénicos periodicos, fazem
ouvir suas vozes e isso é extremamente importAstpessoas sabem que estao 14, estdo
a trabalhar, isto é extremamente importante.

11. Para finalizar, alguma consideracéo final?

A Guiné-Bissau é um pequeno pais na costa ocidafntedna. Com cerca de 1, 5 milhdo
de habitantes, sendo a maioria constituida pel@ngas. Agora, eu ndo vejo um
desenvolvimento do Estado com programa, um plamsgefa, uma politica bem definida
no dominio da infancia. Um estado com essa caisiiter com populacdo maioritaria
jovem tem que se concentrar ao nivel desta categbmm, apesar das multiplas crises
desde a luta pela sua independéncia e das crigesggientes da independéncia eu ainda
acho que a promocao e defesa dos direitos daszasiama Guiné-Bissau é possivel. E
possivel, com a colaboracéo efetiva de todos el@tos niveis, com a determinacédo e
acles concretas e deliberadas, vamos atingir aokgstivo. Estou a crer que podemos
brevemente criar melhores condi¢Bes para a obsgavdos direitos da crianca na Guiné-
Bissau.

122



3. Interview (in Portuguese) through Skype with:Sénia Polonio, Child Protection
Specialist — UNICEF Guinea-Bissau

Date: 13 June 2013

1. Quais sdo os principais desafios enfrentados lkojna Guiné-Bissau para a
implementacao da Convencéao?

...(audio problem) de ordem econdmico, convenc@aydio problem). Como eu estava

a dizer, as principais dificuldades s@o de duasrsdA primeira € no aspecto econémico,
a fragilidade do pais, um Estado que ndo tem resufipanceiros e nem recursos
humanos para implementar as suas politicas e ptinagédo que envolvem a protecdo da
crianga. Entdo, porque muitas das vezes ha vontaae,as instituicbes do Estado nao
conseguem implementar essas a¢fes. Um outro agpectpiestdo da harmonizacao da
legislacao a nivel interno. Harmonizar significapeeender uma revisao da legislagéo e
tem também que trabalhéudio problem) o que comeca com a questdo central de lei
que nao esta de encontro com a Convencao. Até agoraonseguimos fazer todo esse
trabalho que é um trabalho de muitos anos, trabd¢htongo prazqaudio problem)
complexo, ndo conseguimos harmonizar.

2. Ja foi feito algum estudo de como seria feita & harmonizacdo? Na Ultima
reunido do Commitee on the Right of the Child sobre a Guiné-Bissau mencionaram
algo nesse sentido.

H& muitos anos estdo trabalhando neste tema. Roi feimeiro um estudo que
identificou todas as &reas da legislacdo naciomalppderiam ser harmonizadas e entéo
pensou-se em fazer uma harmonizacado através dosspos que ja estavam em curso de
revisao legislativa, mas com isso teriamos querasjpeprocesso de revisdo do codigo
penal, portanto viu-se que (audio problema) e camaeg a fazer algumas legislacdes
especificas como a do trafico de seres humano® dagyositivo, mas ndo essencial e
vimos que poderiamos fazer na Guiné-Bissau 0 qumsnpaises optaram por fazer: um
Unico cédigo de protegdo a crianca. Todas as coempes que tem a ver com a crianga
estariam inseridas em um Unico codigo de protecéigaaca e ndo para fazer revisdes
pontuais de leis como esta da incisdo, portanstermaomento o Ministério da Justica e
parceiros tomaram essa decisdo e ja estdo a taakalhdio problem) para um dnico
cadigo de protecdo da crianca. Todas as componéetéanilia, trabalho, adolescentes,
adocdo, etc, tudo estara num unico cédigo o que éggislador estard muito mais facil
de trabalhar. Agora temos de agir para termos eéd@go de protecdo a crianga
finalizado e aprovado. Mas séo coisas que demoraito im que fazem muitas vezes que
as coisas figuem um bocado paradas. (audio probnistado muitas vezes ndo tém
recursos e instituicdes que podem dar assistéraiargza (audio problema), um trabalho
com a familia, mesmo a nivel judicial, nesse momér& coisas simples, mas que o
Estado ndo tem capacidade para responder. (aunlidepra). E o terceiro desafio é a
falta de coordenacdo das respostas também dategistsade protecéo, a coordenacgao
entre as diferentes instituicdes. A coordenagéoegemplo de quem faz 0 que mesmo
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dentro das instituicbes do Estado, muitas vezepap®is se confundem, o papel da
policia judiciaria, o papel do Instituto da Mulheda Crianca, da ONG, portanto muitas
vezes isso faz com que a resposta acabe ndo sdedoada. A nivel também dos
ministérios ha uma fraca coordenagdo, muitas dassago Ministério da Familia estéo
relacionadas a outros Ministérios como o da Sauddueacdo quando queremos apoiar
uma crianga vulneravel. Ha um acordo (de coordenamére os diferentes ministérios,
mas na pratica o acordo ndo é aplicado. Entaommaafalta de resposta e as vezes néo é
s6 a questdo do dinheiro, é falta nessas estrutucapacidade de responder de forma
eficaz aos problemas. Por exemplo, uma criancachiega ao hospital que foi vitima de
violacdo sexual. O Ministério da Saude tem um azoam o Ministério da Mulher para
gue essa crianca ndo pague, a familia da criangatem que pagar o custo para o
hospital, mas eles continuam a cobrar, esse tiggtdacdo, muitas vezes a familia tem
medo e acaba por pagar, as pessoas tem medoateaepklos seus direitos.

3. Quais séo as principais areas de atuacdo do UNEE no pais? Houve alguma
mudanca depois do ultimo golpe de estado de 12 dbriA de 20127

Por essa razdo que fiz forca para Ihe mandar o I$I{r&latorio) que traz as nossas
principais areas de atuagdo. Para nds, nesse nwrhénuma maior preocupacao
principalmente na area da educacdo porgue como s@gé nesse momento O pais
enfrenta o grave problema com as grefaalio problem) hd uma especial aten¢édo do
UNICEF a esse ponto ndo so no aspecto das infuaests das escolas: todas as escolas
apoiadas por nos sdo construidas com a componentateth¢do a crianca com
necessidades especiais, temos também a questdormac@o dos professores, a
capacitacao dos professores, a area da educacahisila € uma area prioritaria. A area
da sobrevivéncia da crianga também continua, tadabalho é feito para assegurar que a
crianca tenha acesso as vaci(aglio problem) A questdo da nutricdo, esse é um ponto
muito importante para nds e continuamos a trabaiar o Ministério da Saude que € o
nosso principal parceiro e algumas ONG. Agora teanosmponente do agente de saude
comunitaria porque temos algumas vezes a situaedoe os postos de saude estéo |4, o
centro de saude, mas por causa daquela componemtedg falamos agora h& pouco
sobre o fato de a populacdo ndo reclamar por Seeitod, ndo ha uma boa relacdo da
populagdo com o0s servigos de salude, entdo o agers@ide comunitaria tem um papel
muito importante para a proteccdo e no apoio dasllppdes a usarem esses Servicos
(audio problem), principalmente as mulheres gravidéaudio problem). Eles estdo em
todas as tabancas (vilarejos) do pais. Eles s&og®eslas tabancas que séo capacitadas e
trabalham em parceria com o Ministério da SaudegoiBe temos a area de agua e
saneamento, principalmente até depois do golpstdd@o UNICEF refor¢ou o trabalho
com as organizacBes comunitarias de base, ndalsghava(audio problem), entdo
depois do golpe de estado, uma das estratégiadNdoBE foi reforcar o trabalho no
terreno, como o UNICEF ja tinha muita experienaiaterreno porque haviam muitos
projectos que apesar de terem uma forte partioipdgd estruturas do governo, estavam
interligados a nivel da comunidade, entdo nés gafoos, n6s ndo ficamos parados,
enquanto a nivel superior continuou aquela discussdrabalha com o Governo ou néo,
nds continuamos a trabalhar a nivel comunitariojdda especial atencéo principalmente
na area da agua e do saneamento, com 0 apoiodpdnéara as questdes das vacinas,
também houve um trabalho para a mudanca de compnta relacionada as praticas
sociais(audio problem).
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4. N&o tiveram que encerrar nenhuma acgéo por causto golpe?

Nos sO tivemos, o que na altura foi publico, a Oniuropeia em alguns projetos
suspendeu recursos, mas nos ndo suspendemos natdora reforcamos a resposta no
ambito comunitario.

Outra area prioritaria é a da proteccao da crigugands trabalhamos aqui (se refere a
seu departamento de trabalho), houve um certo catpgs causa dos trabalhos
desenvolvidos com ministérigaudio problem), mas as actividades que desenvolvemos
no ambito comunitario com as ONGs continuaram.

5. Como a conexdo de internet esta muito ruim, g@sia de confirmar com vocé se
as grandes éareas de atuacdo sdo: educacdo, sobrémbia da crianga, agua e
saneamento, e protecdo?

Esqueci de mencionar uma area muito importante éaedo HIV/AIDS, dentro do
programa, atuamos directamente com o Secretarigdioial de Luta contra a Sida
(SNLS) e com muitas ONGS. Entdo, sobre o golpa&rgamos nosso trabalho com
associacOes de base, a nivel comunitario, essaaéaten prioritaria. E temos também
uma area transversal que é a comunicagao que taaafmrlos 0s programas como areas
tematicas sdo essas.

6. No foco central desta tese académica, eu gossarde saber se ha algum
investimento especifico focado ao artigo 12 e conmso é feito? H4 algum meio de
medir a implementacao deste artigo no pais?

Como eu vejo a questdo, no passado, 0 programatfoBF (acordo de cooperacao
de cinco anos) a componente de participacdo tevéoumfoco, eu mesma quando
entrei no UNICEF o meu posto era participagdo eemedvimento da criancga,
simplesmente depois o0 programa foi redireccionadicieou-se que a questdo da
participacdo da crianca deveria ser integrada ngrama de comunicagao, por iSso
gue muitas vezes eles trabalham com o Muniro ec®®nicio, mas antigamente era
comigo. Dentro do componente de participacdo, kndvamos com todas as
estruturas juvenigaudio problem)

7. Como tivemos uma falha na conexdo, s6 gostari@ @sclarecer: no quinquénio
anterior havia uma componente especifica para paxipacdo e desenvolvimento. E
agora integrada no departamento de advocacia e comigagdo. Ela é trabalhada de
forma transversal? N&o ha umbudget especifico para participagdo?

z

Ndo h4d. O que esta é que dentro do orcamento da d@eadvocacy e

comunicacdo podemos colocar uma ou duas acOesasiganl componente da
participacdo. Porque antes nés tinhamos um progeama budget, mas agora
esta questdo é trabalhada transversalmente, Naseaala protecéo para lhe dar
um exemplo, ou melhor, um outro exemplo mais recegoe é o da Educacéo,
toda a questdo da greve das esc@aglio problem), nés tentamos sempre
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envolver as criangas em todo o0 processo, princgraienas estruturas juvenis e o
Parlamento Infantil, portanto nds fazemos com gaennssa planificacdo e
também nas demais ardasidio problema) que se incluam atividades que sejam
as proprias criancas e jovens que implementam eatre pares, que participem
mesmo, entdo ja ndo ha um programa especificoadgdos os programas tem
essa componente. Mas vocé pode perguntar, estini@eamentado ou ndo esta?
Ai j4 é outra questdo porque a tendéncia € que tusotem a ver com a
participagcdo da crianca € com a area da protec@mmunicacdo. Entdo muitas
das vezes é que ai (dudio problema), mas ha casitiv@s como o da Educagéo
gue sempre tentam inserir essa componente, talvez ac salde ndo seja tao
visivel. (Audio problema). Eu pessoalmente atéupas questdo pessoal por ter
trabalhado com eles, eu tenho essa preocupacdn emsmo que nao haja
budget, nos tentamos fazer com que integrem aatlesl que eles querem fazer
com outras actividades. Tentamos fazer um géneriatdgracdo nos dominios
gue se tenham o interesse e que eles devem partiEles devem participar em
tudo, ndo é? Entdo, nos tentamos integrar pelo snemarlamento Infantil nessas
acoles todas.

8. Vocé deve ter acompanhado pessoalmente até aacéo dessas instituicdes. Cito 0
novo membro doCommittee on the Right of the Child — Wanderlino Nogueira Neto, o
fato de ter conversado rapidamente com ele sobreRCJJ, ele atua ha mais de 20
anos na area da infancia e trabalhou no UNICEF Cab&erde, e o desafio é que o
UNICEEF cria e apoia essas organiza¢gfes, mas depoislesafio é fazer com que eles
adquiram a sustentabilidade de sua atuacao, o queué pouco dificil. Por isso que a
Viracdo, aquela revista feita for jovens, eles terfinanciamento do UNICEF, mas
também captam com outros parceiros. Entdo talvez grande desafio, agora que a
componente da participacdo esta transversal, quesss organizacdes captem fundos
em outras organizacoes.

E dificil, porque o UNICEF Brazil eu acho que ela® tem um programa
dedicado a participacdo dos adolescentes, nds nao.

9. Vocé considera o artigo 12 um desafio para a Gid-Bissau?

Eu considero um grande desafio, mas podemos di'eagimplementagéo do artigo 12)
estd melhor que ha dez anos atrads porque contisuapesar de assistirmos, o que é
muito positivo nos Ultimos anos, a criacdo de a#tas de criancas e jovens que
conseguem levar a voz dos seus colegas junto dasidades locais, nacionais,
administrativas, como a Rede de Criancas e Jovamslistas, tudo isso sdo ganhos
muito positivos, mas continuamos com um grandefideparque o aspecto cultural da
sociedade, porque a Guiné-Bissau € um pais pequeas, com muitas culturas
diferentes, vocé vé as diferencas quando vocéoéésae, ao sul do pais, ha algumas
etnias que a crianca tem uma posicao dentro dedsmd mais livre de se expressar
diante dos adultos, mas ha outras nas quais agasigpraticamente ndo tem esse espaco,
mesmo na faixa etéria do grupo crianca, ha (difererentre) a crianca feminina e a
crainca masculina, a menina e o rapaz, hem todo® tmesmo direito em determinados
espacos comunitarios de terem expressadas suasespiRortanto, ha restrticoes e ha
muitas regras principalmente ao nivel rural quetinoam a fazer com que as criancas
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n&o consigam expressar suas opinides, seus désSéjpgortante destacar que mesmo ao
nivel regional ha muitos programas, as ON@&sdio problem). O que noés temos que
fazer é trabalhar mais a nivel comunitario para egga atuacdo ndo se torne restrita a
uma atividade do 1 de junho (Dia da Crianca Afriea)epois a ONG V4 a ter a vida e
tudo volta ao normal, temos que trabalhar com a@s, gam a propria comunidade e
ainda ha muitos desafios.

10. E para complementar essa pergunta, como vocé eérabalho especifico da Rede
de Criangas e Jovens Jornalistas da Guiné-Bissau®€ acha que eles contribuem
diretamente a implementacéo da Convenc¢ao? E comdJNICEF os apoia?

Eu, pessoalmente, como eu te disse ha um bocadm ©ds tinhamos naquele tempo
que o programa tinha esta componente especificRdd&ipacdo) talvez a atuagéo era
maior, e me lembro a comunicacado tinha uma equigiermtambém ha a questdo dos
fundos, mas eu via mais a crianga da rede maisoasonescritorio, agora ndo 0S vejo
tanto. Entdo, eu continuo a acreditar muito noatiab deles, principalmente na radio,

porque a radio é um vetor se nao o principal delesyel da radio eles continuam a ter
um grande impacto, continuam com 0S seus prograc@#jnuam a passar boa

informacdo, conseguem levar a outros colegas, garsdevantar e a discutir essas
tematicas a nivel da radio, mas fora da compordmt@dio, se vocé me perguntar o que
eles estao a fazer (além da radio) neste moman&ineeramente ndo sei te dizer porque
ndo sinto tanto como eu sentia antigamente. Owca@t® sentia no tempo quando tu

estavas ca, as vezes uma pessoa ou uma organilzacguele apoio a estrutura € muito
importante porque sao criangcas porque sao jovanpatante orienta-los para eles terem
um acompanhamento. Portanto, eu sei que o UNICEPBreefoi parceiro da rede desde a
sua criacdo e neste momento talvez até as progiescas podem dizer com maior

detalhe o que eles estao a fataudio problem)

11. E importante ver que vocé reconhece a importaizcdo trabalho deles. Ndo como
vocé vé, mas eles tem uma metodologia que eles i@, a dindmica de trabalho, da
crianga para a crianga. Como vocé que € especiatisia area avalia isso?

Eles sdo um grupo muito respeitado pelos seus,pawgtd sério, desde a sua criagdo
nunca ouvimos, porque aqui é muito pequenino seeptantudo, as vezes algumas ONGs
ou associagdo de jovens a gente ouver dizer queealidema porque se zangaram, até
mesmo no Parlamento Infantil as vezes temos ess@s;des, portanto tentamos até
apoiar, mediar, mas eu sinto com a rede, eles mesmaerem muito apoio até como o

Parlamento Infantil, por exemplo, tem fundos daef#slieia Nacional Popular da Guiné-

Bissau que d& anualmente ao Parlamento Infangjlyarto a RCJJ ndo tem nada disso,
mas eles fazem. Entao eu vejo o trabalho deles ma perspectiva de voluntariado

para cidadania muito positivo. Eles estdo a faeemwito bom trabalho, mas é preciso
reforcar e ndo apenas fazer uma ou outra atividadigpois nunca mais vé-los, tem que
haver uma continuidade.
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