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ABSTRACT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The UN Security Council has issued ten resolutions dealing specifically with piracy off the 

coast of Somalia. There has since been a growing concern among international, regional and 

maritime actors about the potential threats posed by the phenomenon of piracy as long as 

Somali waters remain in a state of lawlessness. Academics and international maritime actors 

have analysed the several dimensions of the threat to the global economy and global security 

that piracy off the Horn of Africa constitutes. However, there is a considerable gap in 

analysing the implications of piracy within Somalia and the broader local consequences. The 

present thesis addresses this gap and offers a Somali perspective on the dynamic challenges 

of piracy. Such analysis will inform the debate on prospects for long-term eradication of 

Somali piracy and propose pragmatic local solutions to confront the piracy problem within 

Somalia.     

The main body of this thesis is divided into three parts: Part I analyses the political and social 

context of piracy to understand why it has flourished practically unfettered; Part II 

investigates its core characteristics to identify internal stakeholders; Part III proposes to re-

think the counter-piracy approach to allow Somali people themselves to be at the forefront of 

tackling and eradicating piracy. 
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