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ABSTRACT 

 

Child labour is a major obstacle to the development of many countries today. It is only 

recently that development is being conceptualised in terms of the progression of human 

rights. It is even more recent that dialogue and policies for the elimination of child 

labour are using a rights-based approach. In this thesis, the application of a right-based 

approach to child labour is explored. Child labour is inextricably linked to the 

realisation of education for all and to poverty reduction. Both of these are fundamental 

aims of EU development policy. Thus, this study is focused on analysing the role of the 

EU in eliminating child labour and how a rights-based approach to development 

cooperation should be applied to this problem. The example of Kenya is used to 

demonstrate how the elimination of child labour is being conducted in a Sub-Saharan 

African state which is part of the Cotonou Agreement with the EU. The use of the 

enhanced role of political dialogue in the revised version of the Cotonou Agreement is 

presented as one way for the EU to accelerate its efforts in this area. The adoption of a 

comprehensive policy for the elimination of child labour with an embedded rights-based 

approach is recommended for both the EU in its development cooperation and for 

Kenya. 
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PREFACE 

 

 

My interest in the issue of child labour stems from working in transitional education 

centres in New Delhi, India. My experiences in these centres taught me about the 

challenges of systematic poverty and the desperation faced by many people in the 

developing world- not least the children. This thesis was written under the supervision 

of Professor Markku Suksi and co-supervision of Alessandra Lundström at the 

Department of Law and Institute for Human Rights of Åbo Akademi University, 

Finland, as a component of the European Master‟s Degree in Human Rights and 

Democratisation 2009-2010.  

 

The thesis would not have been realised without the academic and general support of 

Professor Markku Suksi, who was always helpful no matter what the query. My time in 

Finland would not have been the same without his kindness. My thanks go also to 

Alessandra Lundström who provided valuable comments on various points of the paper 

and to Noelle Spring whose advice and time have been invaluable to the completion of 

this text. I would like to also extend my thanks to Harriet Nyback-Alanen for her 

patience with explaining the use of the databases and also for her help with tracking 

down books and documents. Last but not least, I would like to thank my colleagues‟ 

Malin Pahlmblad and Mourad Mahidi for their support with developing my ideas and 

for their friendship these past few months in Finland.  
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ACRONYMS 

 

 

ACP   Africa Caribbean Pacific 

ACRWC  African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 

ACHPR  African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights 

AU   African Union 

EIDHR  European Instrument  

EFA   Education For All   

EU   European Union  

C138   Convention No. 138 

C182   Convention No. 182 

CCT   Conditional Cash Transfer 

CEDAW  Convention for the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination 

   Against Women 

CRC   Convention on the Rights of the Child 

CRIN   Children Rights Information Network 

GDP   Gross Domestic Product 

GSP   Generalised Systems of Preferences 

HIV/AIDS  Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immuno Deficiency

   Syndrome 

HRBA   Human Right Based Approach 

ICESCR  International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights 

IHRN   International Human Rights Network 

ILO   International Labour Organisation 

IPEC   International Programme for the Elimination of Child Labour 

MDG   Millennium Development Goals  

MOU   Memorandum of Understanding 

NGO   Non Government Organisation 

PRSP   Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper 

SCREAM  Supporting Children‟s Rights through Education, the Arts and 

   the Media 



 v 

SIMPOC  Statistical Information and Monitoring Programme on Child 

   Labour 

TACKLE  Tackling Child Labour through Education 

TBP   Time Bound Programme 

TNC   Trans National Corporation 

UCW   Understanding Children Work 

UDHR   Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

UNESCO  United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural   

   Organisation 

UN   United Nations  

UNAIDS  United Nations Joint Programme on HIV/AIDS 

UNICEF  United Nations Children‟s Fund 

USA   United States of America 
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