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Abstract 

In the light of the more and more acute ‗duty to remember‘ concerning the past crimes 

against humanity, the importance of historical consciousness in individual and 

collective national identity, a re-grown role of propaganda for manipulating public 

opinion for legitimizing political interests, and the significant influence of such 

legitimizing on international security, this thesis explores the limits of state‘s activities 

in creating its national identity.  

Based on the right of the individual to his/her personal identity, obligations of states in 

creating the culture of human rights, and the concept of the right to truth, this thesis 

concludes that individuals and collectives have a right to truth about the crimes against 

humanity. Such truth forms a part of the history of humanity. Guaranteeing a possibility 

for the seeking and free dissemination of the truth about them constitutes a minimal 

moral-legal obligation of the states and educators towards humanity, towards the 

creation of the culture of human rights.  

As for the practical application of the right to truth in a concrete field of life, education 

as the very basic and influential state controlled medium for identity creation, and 

history education specifically, is taken under observation. This thesis discusses the 

application and resemblance of the right to truth in education and the historical truth in 

history education. It concludes that the right to truth applies in the context of education, 

deriving specifically and relatedly to the culture of human rights also from the right to 

education itself. The specific characteristics and purposes of history education make the 

search for historical truth central in the process. As for the thematic example, the 

dealing with Nazi and Communist crimes in the ‗common European memory‘ project is 

examined.  
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