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Abstract

Social entrepreneurship is receiving increasing attention at a global scale in the
recent years. Many governments, international organisations, and NGOs view it as an
effective and a sustainable strategy for development, especially in the area of poverty
reduction. In the current international development agenda, human rights based
approach has become a key word as violation of human rights is identified as the root
cause to underdevelopment and poverty. However, most of researches on social
entrepreneurship are made in the areas of business economic studies, and the current
academic literature does not provide studies on social entrepreneurship and human
rights.

Through theoretical analysis, this study closely examines the definition of social
entrepreneurship, its link to human rights, and its sustainability as a human rights
based approach to development and poverty reduction. The study finds that social
enterprises have a strong link with human rights since they start with recognising
human rights violations and operate to enhance those rights. Even though there are
some issues, there is a great potential for social entrepreneurship to become a human

rights based approach strategy to development and poverty reduction in the future.



Acknowledgement

| would like to thank my supervisor, Dr. Aldalberto Perulli, and my co-supervisor,
Valentina Cagnin, for giving me the opportunity to study at Ca Foscari University of

Venice.

I am grateful to all my friends and flatmates in Venice, for they have made my
experience in Venice very special. Especially, | want to thank Fernanda and Simi for
going through all the good and bad times together. I will also truly miss the great

times we spent together in Venice and Geneva.

I also want to thank my dear friends, Claire, Maria, Elizabeth, and Marie. | wouldn’t
have been able to finish my thesis without your messages filled with encouragement

and love.

Finally, I would like to thank my family for always supporting me and believing in
me. | am truly blessed to have my parents who have provided me with abundant love
and support to do this master’s program and all the wonderful opportunities | have
had in my life.



Table of Content

AADSIIACT ...ttt 3
ACKNOWIEAGEIMENL ...ttt bbb bbb ae s e bbbt eseenassassanes 4
INEFOTUCTION ..ottt 7
CHAPTER |ttt sttt 12
What is Social ENtrepren@UISNIP? ......covveveeveeverieieeieeeeeeeee e tesaeses e st teseesas s st seseesassassensens 12
Ll HISTOIY oottt sttt ae s bt s bbbt s s sansanes 12
1.2 Difficulty OF DEFINING ...ttt seae 13
1.3 Social Enterprise and Social ENtrEPIENEU ..........ccecveveviveeeeeeeeeieeteveeveraeee s senes 14
1.3.1 SOCIAI ENEIPIISE ..ottt sttt ae st sassanee 14
1.3.2 SOCIAI ENITEPIENEUE ...ttt vttt ae s bbbt sensanes 15
1.4 EXIStING DEFINITIONS.......oviveeeeeeeeccteete ettt sttt see 16
1.5 “Social” and ‘Entrepreneurial’..........c.oceeeeeieiniuneisiesensiseissessssssssssesssssssssssessssssssssssessns 19
1.6 OrganiSational FOMMIS ...ttt sttt st sassanes 20
1.7 WOPKING SCOPE ..ottt sttt ettt ae s s sanes 21
1.8 Globalisation and the Emergence of Social Entrepreneurship..........c.ccoceeeeveeeeeecennnace. 23
1.9 Current Trends iN the WOTTG..........cc.eeeiieiereseecseeseie e sssesesaeees 26
1.10 How Social Entrepreneurship is DIfferent ... 27
1.11 Workable Definition for the STUAY ... 29
CHAPTER ottt 31
Human Rights and Social ENtrepreneurship .........ccvcceneneneeecneneeeeseiseeseesessesesseeaes 31
2.1 Freedom, EQuality and DIGNILY ........ccoveureeeeeriniineeeieireireeenieeiseisesessesssessesessesssessessessessnees 31
2. 1.1 FTEEUOM oottt st 31
2. 1.2 EQUAITEY cooveee ettt e 36



2. L3 DIGNILY oottt bbbttt ae bbbt ae e bbbt 38

2.2 Background to Human Right Based ApPProach............ceeveieeieieeeeeeeeeeeseeeseseeseesennns 40
2.3 Definition of a Human Rights Based APProach ..........ceeeeeeieeeeeeeeseeeseserevnnn. 43
2.3 L EMPOWEIIMENT ...ttt sttt teste et enas s s bbb sen s e bbb s e sassassansas 44
2.3.2 National and International Human Rights Normative Framework .............ccccceuna.... 44
2.3.3 ACCOUNTADTIILY ....ovoeeeievcteteeeeee ettt ae s bbbt nae s bbb 44
2.3.4 Non-discrimination and EQUAIILY ...........ccoueruiueieeeeceeceeeeeee et 45
2.3.5 PaITICIPALION ..ottt ettt bbbttt 46
2.4 Importance of Economic ASPECt Of POVEITY ...t 46
2.5 AN 1Al EXAMPIE ..ottt ettt st 49
CHAPTER T ettt 52
SUSTAINADTTITY ..ooceoeeceeeeeec ettt st ae e bbbt ae s s aesaesassanses 52
3.1 THE “SOCIAL ATIM..ecvieererieieeiiesieieiesie sttt sse sttt ss st s st sasssensns 52
3.2 Embeddedness and Political INFIUBNCE.............ocueieirreee e 54
3.3 Allocation and Use of Created Social Wealth ..o 56
3.4 In Conflict with State’s Obligation as Duty-Bearers ...........cccccccoevenrrevencnenencneneencnne 57
3.5 In Conflict with Equality and Non-disCrimination ............cc.eeeeveeieeveeeeeveceeeeeeseierenaens 59
3.6 ACCOUNTADITITY ..ottt sttt b s st sen s 60
3.7 Complementary Role of Social Entrepreneurship .........c..cceeeeveeeevecieeveeeeeeereeeeessesesesesaens 61
CONCIUSION.....etet et 66
BIDHOGIAPNY ..ottt 70



