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Introduction

This toolkit was co-created by Delphine Dorsi, Director of the Right to
Education Initiative, together with members of the Global Campus
Child Leadership Team and Youth Advisory Group. It is meant to
support students and their communities in understanding how
climate change is affecting the right to education and in documenting
these impacts. It highlights how environmental challenges can

disrupt learning conditions, damage infrastructure, and affect the
wellbeing of both students and teachers.

By combining data collection with lived experiences, the toolkit
encourages users to assess current responses and identify actions
needed at school, local, and national levels to ensure that education
remains accessible, safe, and resilient in the face of climate change.
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What climate stressors do we talk about?

* Floods

 High Temperatures
« Storms

* Pollution
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(¢ During the monsoon season, heavy rains and flooding ))
are common, and in recent years flash floods have
also caused serious disruptions. In October and
November, smog becomes a major issue and affects
air quality. Summers often bring intense heat waves,
while winters can become quite cold, sometimes
close to 0°C.
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What impacts can they have on your
education and wellbeing?

Impacts on the infrastructures

« Destruction of schools/universities
and learning materials

» Schools used as shelters or care
facilities

 Roads leading to schools are

Impacts on students and teachers

* Forced displacement, creating
barriers to access education (eg. lack
of legal papers, language, children’s
work)

 Health issues and emotional impacts

damaged, making access to schools
difficult and further isolating the
most rural populations

 School structures are not adapted to
the new climatic realities; not
resistant to bad weather such as
heavy rains or floods, lack of
ventilation, making teaching and
learning extremely difficult in these
conditions

* Vulnerable groups more affected

¢4 Heavy rainfall (over an extended period of days) ))
results in floods damaging homes, roads, and
buildings which impede children's access to
education. Most school buildings are not built to
accommodate the increasingly frigid winters which
results in more children falling ill and missing
classes.
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The right to education

« Education is a human right not a privilege, a promise or a goal

- ‘EVERYONE has the right to education’

* Itis recognised and guaranteed in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (art. 26) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (art. 28 &

29)

Education has to be:

AVAILABLE

There are sufficient schools
with adequate
infrastructures, trained
teachers & materials

ACCEPTABLE

The content of education is
relevant, non-discriminatory,
culturally appropriate & of
good quality. Schools are
safe and teachers
adequately trained

ACCESSIBLE

The education system is
economically and physically
accessible to all without
discrimination, and positive
steps are taken to include
the most marginalised

ADAPTABLE

Education evolves with the
changing needs of society
and it must be adapted to
the local context



https://www.unicef.org/media/60981/file/convention-rights-child-text-child-friendly-version.pdf

Climate change and the right to education

In 2023, the Committee
on the Rights of the Child
adopted the General
Comment 26 on
children’s rights and the
environment, with a
special focus on climate
change, clarifying how
the Convention on the
Rights of the Child
applies to these issues.

Governments should ensure that:

- all children without discrimination are given environmental education
and of good quality

- environmental education supports children to connect with, and respect
the planet

 schools are safe from environmental harm, are climate-smart and
disaster ready. Activities are not interrupted during emergencies

* children have a say in their education and the environment

* school are well funded and teachers paid
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For more information:

» www.right-to-education.org_
»https://www.right-to-education.org/issue-page/education-and-

environment
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Guiding questio
collect information
about the impact of
climate change on the
right to education



Introduction

You can collect data around the following main questions:

% What climate events are happening?

% How do they affect learning conditions?

% How do they affect wellbeing and emotions?

% What is being done to address these issues?

% What changes are needed to protect education and your
other rights (health, wellbeing)?

Below, you will find specific questions under each of them.

You can use them to interview:

O Your friends, other students, children
(J People in your community

O Head of schools

O Teachers

(J Local authorities in your community
O Parliamentarians

Some questions will guide you to find information yourself, for instance a
law or a policy.

You will collect either quantitative data (numbers, measurable impacts) or
qualitative data (experiences, stories).



What climate events are happening?

CHECK:

() Arethere articles In
newspapers, online videos that
iInform about or document such

events?
ASK:
Your friends, other Head of schools/teachers/
students/children: local authorities in your
community/parlamentarians:
- What climate-related events > Are climate-related events
have happened recently in happening at national level
your area or community? documented? Are you
- What climate stressors have aware of them?

iImpacted your life, including
your education?



How do they affect learning conditions?

CHECK:

o

Are there articles in
newspapers, online videos that
iInform about or document such
events?

Do they provide information on:

o o o4 0O 0

The number of school days missed due to floods, heat,
smog, or cold? If so, how many?

The number of students unable to attend school regularly?
If so, how many?

The number of absent teachers? If so, how many?

The number of classrooms or school buildings damaged?
If so, how many?

The number of learning materials lost or damaged? If so,
how many?

The number of school closures due to extreme weather? If
so, how many?



How do they affect learning conditions?

ASK:

Your friends, other students/children

- Have you already missed school days due to floods, heat, or other extreme
weather ? If so, how many? (In a year? For the same climate-event?). What
was the condition and how did it affect you personally?

> Are you regularly unable to attend school/access it due to floods, heat,
smog, cold or other extreme weather? If so, how often? What is the
reason?

- Have you already had absent teacher(s) due to floods, heat, smog, cold or
other extreme weather? If so, how many times? How often?

- Have you already had classrooms or school buildings damaged due to
floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather? If so, to what extent?
What were the consequences?

- Have you already had your school closed due to floods, heat, smog, cold
or other extreme weather?

- How are climate-related events/extreme weather impacting your learning
conditions?



How do they affect learning conditions?

ASK:

Head of schools, teachers

In your school:

- How many students have already missed school this/last year due to
floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather? If so, how many days
on average? What were the reasons?

- How many teachers have already been absent this/last year due to floods,
heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather? If so, how many days on
average? How often?

- Have you already had classrooms or school buildings damaged due to
floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather? If so, to what extent?
What were the consequences?

- Have you already had your school closed due to floods, heat, smog, cold
or other extreme weather? For how long? What was the reason?

- How are climate-related events/extreme weather impacting the learning
conditions in your schools?



How do they affect learning conditions?

ASK:

Local authorities in your community

In your community (village, city, region):

- how many students have already missed school this/last year due to
floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather? If so, how many days
on average? What were the reasons? Are data collected and available
publicly? If so, are they disaggregated by areas? Specific groups?

- how many teachers have already been absent this/last year due to floods,
heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather? If so, how many days on
average? How often? Are data collected and available publicly? If so, are
they disaggregated by areas?

> have you already had classrooms or school buildings damaged due to
floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather? If so, to what extent?
What were the consequences? Are data collected and available publicly? If
so, are they disaggregated by areas?

- Have you already had schools closed due to floods, heat, smog, cold or
other extreme weather? For how long? What was the reason? Are data
collected and available publicly?

- How are climate-related events impacting the learning conditions in your
schools? Are data collected and available publicly? If so, are they
disaggregated by areas?




How do they affect learning conditions?

ASK:

Parliamentarians

At national level:

- how many students have already missed school this/last year due to
floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather? If so, how many days
on average? What were the reasons? Are data collected and available
publicly? If so, are they disaggregated by regions? Specific groups?

- how many teachers have already been absent this/last year due to floods,
heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather? If so, how many days on
average? How often? Are data collected and available publicly? If so, are
they disaggregated by regions?

> how many classrooms or school buildings have been damaged this/last
year due to floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather? If so, to
what extent? What were the consequences? Are data collected and
available publicly? If so, are they disaggregated by regions?

- how many schools have been closed this/last year due to floods, heat,
smog, cold or other extreme weather? For how long? What was the
reason? Are data collected and available publicly? If so, are they
disaggregated by regions?

- How are climate-related events impacting the learning conditions in
schools in the country? Are data collected and available publicly?

> Are there regions more affected? If so, which ones?




How do they affect wellbeing and emotions?

CHECK:

() Are there articles in newspapers, online videos, research
that inform about or document this issue?

() Are there any health statistics? Focusing on youth? On
respiratory distress for instance? If so, are they
disaggregated by regions? Specific groups?

ASK:

Your friends, other Head of schools and teachers
students/children:

- How do climate stressors > Do you know whether and
iImpact your health? how climate stressors

- How do climate stressors iImpact the health of your
impact you emotionally? students?

> Do you know whether and
how climate stressors
iImpact your students
emotionally?

> Are you collecting such
Information at school level?



How do they affect wellbeing and emotions?

ASK:

Local authorities in your
community

> Do you know whether and
how climate stressors
Impact the health of the
students in your community
(village, city, region)? If so,
are they disaggregated by
area? Specific groups?

> Do you know whether and
how climate stressors
Impact emotionally the
students in your
community? If so, are they
disaggregated by area?

> Are you collecting such
information in your
community?

Parliamentarians

> Do you know whether and

how climate stressors
iImpact the health of the
students at national

level? Are data collected
and available publicly? If
so, are they disaggregated
by regions? Specific
groups?

> Do you know whether and

how climate stressors
Impact emotionally the
students at national level? If
so, are they disaggregated
by regions?

o Are there regions more

affected? If so, which ones?







What is being done to address these issues?

CHECK:

(J Arethere laws or policies at school, local or national level that
address these issues? What do they say?

More specifically, does your State, through these laws or policies:

(J Ensure that access to education is not interrupted during
emergencies linked to climate change and other environmental
causes? If so, how?

(J Build safe, healthy and resilient school/university infrastructure for
effective learning?

(J Provide environmental education that is transformative, inclusive,
child-centered, child-friendly and empowering?

() Tailor school curricula to children’s specific environmental, social,
economic and cultural contexts and provide scientifically accurate,
up-to-date and developmentally and age-appropriate
environmental information?

(J Aim to strengthen and accelerate locally relevant initiatives that are
proactive, responsive and adaptive to address climate change risks
and environmental shocks?

(J Include the integration of environmental health education into
school programmes to raise your awareness of the impact of
environmental factors on health and wellbeing?



What is being done to address these issues?

ASK:

Your friends, other students/children

o [f you have already missed school due to floods, heat, smog, cold or other
extreme weather, have you received education in another way? If so, how?

> Are there activities or projects in your school to improve the environment
(e.g.: planting trees or saving water)?

> Are there any measures to mitigate the ‘bad’ learning conditions due to
floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather?

- Do you know whether there are policies at school level that aim to address
the impact of climate change in the school? If so, what do they provide?

- Do you receive environmental education? If so, could you describe it?

> Do you receive environmental health education to raise your awareness of
the impact of environmental factors on health and wellbeing? If so, could
you describe it?




What is being done to address these issues?

ASK:

Head of schools, teachers

- What actions has the school taken to respond to climate challenges?

o |s there a preparedness or emergency plan?

o [f your school has been already closed due climate related events, and/or if
students were unable to access the schools for the same reasons, what
has been done to ensure the continuity of their education?

> Are there activities or projects in your school to improve the environment
(e.g.: planting trees or saving water) ?

- Are there any measures to mitigate the ‘bad’ learning conditions due to
floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather?

> Are there policies at school level that aim to address the impact of climate
change in the school? If so, what do they provide?

- Do your students receive environmental education? If so, could you
describe it?

> Do your students receive environmental health education to raise your
awareness of the impact of environmental factors on health and

wellbeing? If so, could you describe it?
> Does the school provide spaces or support to help students express their
concerns about climate change?



What is being done to address these issues?

ASK:

Parliamentarians

Local authorities in your
community

o If schools in your o Are there national laws or

community (village, city,
region) have been already
closed due to floods, heat,
smog, cold or other extreme
weather and/or if students
were unable to access
schools for the same
reasons, what has been
done to ensure the
continuity of their
education?

policies that address the
iImpacts of climate change
on the right to education?
What do they say?

o [f schools have been already

closed in the country due
to floods, heat, smog, cold
or other extreme weather
and/or If students were
unable to access schools
for the same reasons, what
has been done to ensure
the continuity of their
education?




What changes are needed to protect your
education and your other rights?

ASK:

Your friends, other students/children

> Do you think that your family or school is well prepared for extreme
weather events? Why or why not?

- Do you think your school/university infrastructure is safe, healthy and
resilient enough to support effective learning? Why or why not?

o If you receive environmental education, do you think it is adequate?
What would you change?

- Do you have any space where to express your feelings/stress about
climate stressors and their impact on your education, health and
wellbeing?

> Do you think your school environment and learning conditions could be
Improved to mitigate the impacts of climate change? If so, how?




Annexes

This section includes the full list of elements to check and
questions to answer based on the subject being interviewed



Check

What climate events are happening?

O Are there articles in newspapers, online videos that inform about/document such events?

How do they affect learning conditions?

O Arethere articles in newspapers, online videos, research that inform about/document this issue?
Do they provide information on:

0 The number of school days missed due to floods, heat, smog, or cold? If so, how many?
O The number of students unable to attend school regularly? If so, how many?

0 The number of absent teachers ? If so, how many?

O The number of classrooms or school buildings damaged? If so, how many?

O The number of learning materials lost or damaged? If so, how many?

O The number of school closures due to extreme weather? If so, how many?

How do they affect wellbeing and emotions?

O Are there articles in newspapers, online videos, research that inform about/document this issue?
(O Are there any health statistics? Focusing on youth? On respiratory distress for instance? If so, are they
disaggregated by regions? Specific groups?

What is being done to address these issues?
OJ Are there laws or policies at school, local or national level that address these issues? What do they say?
More specifically, does your State, through these laws or policies:

O Ensure that access to education is not interrupted during emergencies linked to climate change and
other environmental causes (for example floodings, draughts, extreme heat, etc)? If so, how?

O Build safe, healthy and resilient school/university infrastructures for effective learning?

O Provide environmental education that is transformative, inclusive, child-centered, child-friendly and
empowering?

O Tailor school curricula to children’s specific environmental, social, economic and cultural contexts and
provide scientifically accurate, up-to-date and developmentally and age-appropriate environmental
information?

O Aim to strengthen and accelerate locally relevant initiatives that are proactive, responsive and adaptive
to address climate change risks and environmental shocks?

O Include the integration of environmental health education into school programmes to raise your
awareness of the impact of environmental factors on health and wellbeing?




Ask your friends, other students, children

What climate events are happening?
- What climate-related events have happened recently in your area or community?
- What climate stressors have impacted your life, including your education?

How do they affect learning conditions?

- Have you already missed school days due to floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather ? If so,
how many? (in a year? For the same climate-event?) What was the condition and how did it affect you
personally?

o Are you regularly unable to attend school/access it due to floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme
weather? If so, how often? What is the reason?

> Have you already had absent teacher(s) due to floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather ? If so,
how many times? How often?

> Have you already had classrooms or school buildings damaged due to floods, heat, smog, cold or other
extreme weather ? If so, to what extent? What were the consequences?

> Have you already had your school closed due to floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather?
- How are climate-related events/extreme weather impacting your learning conditions?

How do they affect wellbeing and emotions?
- How do climate stressors impact your health?
- How do climate stressors impact you emotionally?

What is being done to address these issues?

> If you have already missed school due to floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather, have you had
classes/received education in another way? If so, how?

o Are there activities or projects in your school to improve the environment (e.g. planting trees, saving
water)?

- Are there any measures to mitigate the ‘bad’ learning conditions due to floods, heat, smog, cold or other
extreme weather?

- Do you know whether there are policies at school level that aim to address the impact of climate change
in the school? If so, what do they provide?

- Do you receive environmental education? If so, could you describe it?

> Do you receive environmental health education to raise your awareness of the impact of environmental
factors on health and wellbeing? If so, could you describe it?

What changes are needed to protect your education and your other rights?
> Do you think that your family or school is well prepared for extreme weather events? Why or why not?

> Do you think your school/university infrastructures are built safe, healthy and resilient for effective
learning? Why or why not?

> If you receive environmental education, do you think it is adequate? What would you change?

> Do you have any space where to express your feelings/stress about climate stressors and their impact on
your education, health and wellbeing?

> Do you think your school environment and learning conditions could be improved to mitigate the impacts
of climate change? If so, how?




Ask your head of school, teacher

What climate events are happening?
> What climate-related events have happened recently in your area or community?

How do they affect students’ education and learning conditions?

> In your school, how many students have already missed school this/last year due to floods, heat, smog,
cold or other extreme weather? If so, how many days on average? What were the reasons?

> In your school, how many teachers have already been absent this/last year due to floods, heat, smog,
cold or other extreme weather? If so, how many days on average? How often?

> In your school, have you already had classrooms or school buildings damaged due to floods, heat, smog,
cold or other extreme weather? If so, to what extent? What were the consequences?

> Have you already had your school closed due to floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather? For
how long? What was the reason? How are climate-related events impacting the learning conditions in
your schools?

How do they affect students’ wellbeing and emotions?
> Do you know whether and how climate stressors impact the health of your students?
> Do you know whether and how climate stressors impact your students emotionally?
> Are you collecting such information at school level?

What is being done to address these issues?
> What actions has the school taken to respond to climate challenges?
o |s there a preparedness or emergency plan?

> If your school has been already closed due extreme weather and/or if students were unable to access the
school for the same reasons, what has been done to ensure the continuity of their education?

> Are there activities or projects in your school to improve the environment?

> Are there any measures to mitigate the ‘bad’ learning conditions due to floods, heat, smog, cold or other
extreme weather?

> Are there policies at school level that aim to address the impact of climate change in the school? If so,
what do they provide?

- Do your students receive environmental education? If so, could you describe it?

> Do your students receive environmental health education to raise your awareness of the impact of
environmental factors on health and wellbeing? If so, could you describe it?

> Does the school provide spaces or support to help students express their concerns about climate
change?




Ask local authorities in your community

What climate events are happening?
> What climate-related events have happened recently in your area or community?

How do they affect students’ education and learning conditions?

> In your community (village, city, region)*, how many students have already missed school this/last year
due to floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather? If so, how many days on average? What were
the reasons? Are data collected and available publicly? If so, are they disaggregated by areas? Specific
groups?

> In your school, how many teachers have already been absent this/last year due to floods, heat, smog, cold
or other extreme weather? If so, how many days on average? How often? Are data collected and available
publicly? If so, are they disaggregated by areas?

> In your school, have you already had classrooms or school buildings damaged due to floods, heat, smog,
cold or other extreme weather? If so, to what extent? What were the consequences? Are data collected
and available publicly? If so, are they disaggregated by areas?

> Have you already had your school closed due to floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather? For
how long? What was the reason? Are data collected and available publicly?

> How are climate-related events impacting the learning conditions in your schools? Are data collected and
available publicly? If so, are they disaggregated by areas?

How do they affect students’ wellbeing and emotions?
> Do you know whether and how climate stressors impact the health of the students in your community? If
so, are they disaggregated by area? Specific groups?
> Do you know whether and how climate stressors impact emotionally the students in your community? If
so, are they disaggregated by area?
> Are you collecting such information in your community (village, city, region)*? If so, is it available publicly?

What is being done to address these issues?

> If schools in your community have been already closed due to floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme
weather and/or if students were unable to access the schools for the same reasons, what has been done
to ensure the continuity of their education?

* To be adapted to the person you interview




Ask your parliamentarians

What climate events are happening?
> Are climate-related events happening at national level documented? Are you aware of them?

How do they affect students’ education and learning conditions?

> At national level, how many students have already missed school this/last year due to floods, heat, smog,
cold or other extreme weather? If so, how many days on average? What were the reasons? Are data
collected and available publicly? If so, are they disaggregated by regions? Specific groups?

o At national level, how many teachers have already been absent this/last year due to floods, heat, smog,
cold or other extreme weather? If so, how many days on average? How often? Are data collected and
available publicly? If so, are they disaggregated by regions?

> At national level, how many classrooms or school buildings have been damaged this year/last year due to
floods, heat, smog, cold or other extreme weather ? If so, to what extent? What were the consequences?
Are data collected and available publicly? If so, are they disaggregated by regions?

> At national level, how many schools have been closed this year/last year due to floods, heat, smog, cold
or other extreme weather? For how long? What was the reason? Are data collected and available
publicly? If so, are they disaggregated by regions?

> How are climate-related events impacting the learning conditions in schools in the country? Are data
collected and available publicly? Are there regions more affected? If so, which ones?

How do they affect students’ wellbeing and emotions?
> Do you know whether and how climate stressors impact the health of the students at national level? Are
data collected and available publicly? If so, are they disaggregated by regions? Specific groups?
> Do you know whether and how climate stressors impact emotionally the students at national level? If so,
are they disaggregated by regions? Are there regions more affected? If so, which ones?

What is being done to address these issues?

> If schools have been already closed in the country due to extreme weather and/or if students were unable
to access schools for the same reasons, what has been done to ensure the continuity of their education?

> Are there national laws or policies that address the impacts of climate change on the right to education?

More specifically, do these laws or policies [Optional] :

> Ensure that access to education is not interrupted during emergencies linked to climate change and other
environmental causes (for example floodings, draughts, extreme heat, etc)? If so, how?

> Ensure that school/university infrastructure is safe, healthy and resilient for effective learning?

> Provide environmental education that is inclusive, child-centered, child-friendly and empowering?

> Tailor school curricula to children’s specific environmental, social, economic and cultural contexts and
provide scientifically accurate, up-to-date and developmentally and age-appropriate environmental
information?

> Aim to strengthen and accelerate locally relevant initiatives that are proactive, responsive and adaptive to
address climate change risks and environmental shocks?

> Include the integration of environmental health education into school programmes to raise

children’s/students’ awareness of the impact of environmental factors on health and wellbeing?




Who cares?
You do!
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