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ABSTRACT 

 
Women in the African Great Lakes Region have long been marginalised and victimised. 

The purpose of this research is to ascertain whether the implementation of United 

Nations Security Council 1325 on Women, Peace and Security has affected security and 

political participation of women in the region.  The research sought to understand the 

root causes behind the vulnerability, and the marginalisation of women in these three 

countries. The study then highlighted the changes since 2000, and the socio-politico 

dynamics underpinning such changes. This has been done by examining the reports of 

the Committee on Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women, by 

analysing domestic legal systems, and institutions as well as actions of national and 

international actors involved in the implementation of the aforementioned resolution. 

Upon examination and analysis of the facts, it is clear that United Nations Security 

Council 1325 is indeed affecting change in engendering the politics of the African Great 

Lakes Region. It is also affecting the domestic legal systems to ensure protection of 

women against Gender Based Violence. Through highlighting the changes that 

Resolution 1325 has induced, this research underscores the importance of international 

human rights norms in addressing human rights issues in general and women human 

rights violation in particular.  
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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
 

UN    United Nations  

SCR 1325(2000)  United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 of 2000 

GRL    Great Lakes Region of Africa  

CEDAW  Convention on Elimination of all forms of Discrimination 

Against Women 

CEDAW OPT  CEDAW Optional Protocol  

ICCPR   International Convention on Civil and Political Rights  

ICESCR  International Convention on Economic Social and Cultural Rights  

CRC    Convention on the Rights of the Child  

ACHPR  African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights  

DRC    Democratic Republic of Congo  

GBV   Gender Based Violence  

IDP   Internally Displaced Person  

UNFPA  United Nations Populations Fund  

CEPGL  Economic Community of the Great Lakes Region1  

IC GLR  International Conference on the Great Lakes  

OAU    Organisation of African Unity 

AU    African Union  

FFRP   Forum for Rwandan Women Parliamentarians2  

CAFOB   Umbrella Organisation for Burundi Women Associations and 

NGOs3 

MONUC   Official United Nations Mission in DRC 4 

ONUB   United Nations Office in Burundi 

CEDAW Committee   Committee on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination  

    Against Women 

 

 

                                                 
1  Communauté Economique des Grands Lacs.  
2  Forum des Femmes Parlementaires Rwandais. 
3  Collectif des Associations et ONGs Féminines. 
4   Mission des Nations Unies au Congo. 
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