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The aim of this work was to understand how the antagonism that constitutes the core of official
memory of the 15th July coup d'etat influenced the lives of those designated as the enemy of
the nation - the families of cadets and trainee officers who were sentenced to life in prison for
the alleged involvement in the coup; to portray the change in their identity — from believers
who identify with nationalist discourse to human rights activists - and depict their creation of
counter-hegemonic movement inspired by the counter-memory of the coup. The research
showed how they regain their political subjectivity through re-politicizing the normalized
subject positions of the nationalist discourse, challenging the embedded antagonism between
the nation and its other, and countering the selective vision of justice by their actions that reflect

the belief in universal humanity.
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1. Introduction

No foreign sky protected me, no stranger's wing shielded my face. | stand as witness to the

common lot, survivor of that time, that place.

Anna Akhmatova, Requiem

In the times when the polarization of the world, and worldviews is on the rise, and the discourse
based on the delineation between ,,us* and ,,them* reached the status of almost undisputed
hegemony, ,.them® being the barbarian, the horde, the plague, that would overflow us, steal
what is most precious to us, poison our blood and our culture; the aggressive nation whose
culture should be discarded as uncivilized, their lives marked by their birth certificate; all of
those of dissident opinion who are instantly deemed traitors — of the nation, of democracy; this
are the times to challenge the unspeakable — to question the line of division. A historical event
doesn't present a given, but it is always an interpretation, more or less accurate, more or less
inclusive of diverse memories. The way it will be remembered depends upon the discourse
dominant at the time, the discourse that at that certain point came out victorious in the struggle
for meaning, and that will present a frame, a limit of the meaning of subsequent
commemorational ceremonies, public speeches, monuments, museums, schoolbooks.
Nonetheless, this discourse, this frame through which we view a historical event, either a
distant fact that happened to some distant people, in some distant past or close enough to
murder our children, take away our husband, render our brother our sworn enemy; to falsely
accuse our children, torture our husband for the crime he never committed, take away our
brother's freedom— this discourse can be challenged by the memories that were left out,
forgotten, suppressed in the simplification of events to a narrow view of single narrative
mobilized to unify a community — a nation. What if we ask ,,them* how they remember an
event —would it just confirm our knowledge, our vision of the enemy, or would it rather shatter
our victoriousness? There is a strong reason not to listen, to forget, to suppress, because the
identity of ,,us* depends on ,,them* — on their being the cause of all of our suffering and the
mirror of our righteousness. Yet, only if we listen to ,,them*, we can claim the universal value

of humanity, the universal value of human rights.



On 15th July 2016, an attempted coup d'etat took place in Turkey, summoning the bitter
memories of the oppressive rule of the military junta in the 1980s and sending shock waves
throughout the world. Almost 300 people lost their lives and more than 2000 were wounded?
either in areal attacks targeting government buildings or in the clashes between the citizens that
took on to the streets to oppose the coup, the security forces, and soldiers who were present on
the night of the coup. After the coup, more than half a million people were prosecuted for their
alleged participation in the coup and/or membership in the Gulenist Terrorist Organisation that
was accused of organizing the coup.? The legal actions that ensued were interpreted so as to
signify the “purification” from the enemy of the nation, their identity designated and fixed
within the official memory of the 15th July coup. The immense effort to render unquestionable
the imposed antagonism and the sequel of events that lead to the night of the coup and occurred
on 15th July can be observed in the proliferation of various publications regarding the 15th
July — literature from the area of social science, memoirs, poetry, children's literature,
educational materials for schools, films, songs® — all the media that serves to pass certain
knowledge to the next generations. Apart from the literary and film production, the government
intervened in the public space through the erection of monuments and changing the names of
streets and other public sites®. The institutions for the commemoration of the coup were
established, such as 15th July museums in Istanbul and Ankara®, and 15th July was proclaimed
the Day of Democracy and National Unity, commemorated every year through large-scale
events organized throughout Turkey, the most prominent ones being in the sites in Ankara and

Istanbul that were rendered symbols of the fight for democracy.

1¢ Basbakan agikladi: Kag darbeci 61diiriildii? (The prime minister discloses the number of putchists who were
killed)’, IHA (17 August 2016) <https://www.iha.com.tr/haber-basbakan-acikladi-kac-darbeci-olduruldu-
580952/ > accessed 11 June 2022

2 ‘Bakan Soylu FETO'den gozaltina alman kisi sayisin1 agiklad1 (Minister Soylu disclosed the number of people
detained for the connection with FETO)’, Yeni Safak (10 March 2019)
<https://www.yenisafak.com/gundem/bakan-soylu-fetoden-gozaltina-alinan-kisi-sayisini-acikladi-34506 32>
accessed 11 June 2022

3'15/07 Safak Vakti' filmi 15 Temmuz'da vizyona girecek (The Dawn of 15 July in cinemas) Anadolu Ajans: (4
July 2021) <https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/gundem/15-07-safak-vakti-filmi-15-temmuzda-vizyona-girecek/2293902>
accessed 16 June 2022

‘15 Temmuz'u anlamak igin 15 kitap (15 books to understand 15 july)’ Hurriyet (15 July 2021)
<https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/15-temmuzu-anlamak-icin-15-kitap-41853590> accessed 16 June 2022

4 “FETO'yii agristiran sokak isimleri degistirildi (The names of the streets that evoke FETO changed), Yeni
Safak (13 October 2018) <https://www.yenisafak.com/gundem/fetoyu-cagristiran-sokak-isimleri-degistirildi-
3401890>accessed 16 June 2022

® Y1ldiz Nevin Giindogmus, '15 Temmuz Demokrasi Miizesi' ziyaretgilerini agirliyor (Museum of 15 July and
Democracy open for public’), Anadolu Ajansi. <https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/15-
temmuz-demokrasi-muzesi-ziyaretcilerini-agirliyor/2306921> accessed 15 June 2022

Hafiza 15 Temmuz (Memory of 15 July), <https://hafizal5temmuz.org/ > accessed 15 June 2022




Although a part of the opposition insinuated that the coup might be orchestrated or at least
previously known by the incumbent party®, and the discourses regarding the falsehood of the
coup circulated the alternative media outlets, there has been a general consensus on the
antagonism observed in the official memory of the coup and the identity of those considered
perpetrators unguestionable. In this context of the almost absolute hegemony of the official
memory, not even challenged by the opposition, a small group of people otherwise loyal to the
institutions of the state and unattuned to protests decided to stand against what they deemed
injustice and render public the memories that oppose the official account of the coup. These
were the families and friends of cadets - students of the Airforce Academy, and trainee officers
of the airforce who were sentenced to life for the alleged involvement in the coup, supported
by rare journalists, human rights activists, lawyers, and oppositional politicians who shared
their vision of universal justice. Only recently, in the run-up for the 2023 election did they get
larger support from the main oppositional actors, yet this support remains limited to closed
meetings and occasional public mentions. They retain a strong presence on social media, most
prominently on Twitter, through private accounts and common platforms such as Persecuted
Cadets (@CadetsTurkish), Kursiyer Tegmenler Platformu (@KursiyerTegm), and Askeri Ogr.
Komitesi (@Askeriogrencil6) that recently produced a documentary about the persecuted
cadets called Mavi Otobiis’ (The Blue Bus), along with public actions such as weekly protests
in Ankara by the families of trainee officers, individual initiatives in the form of protest
marches/sit-in protests by Melek Cetinkaya, one of the most prominent activists for the release
of the cadets and a protest gathering in front of the ECtHR.2 Nevertheless, in the current
political climate of unanimity concerning the 15 July coup, their impact on the broader public

remains limited.

In this thesis, the author aims to portray how their designation as the enemy of the nation
impacted the lives of the families, friends, and supporters of cadets and trainee officers in the
way of social isolation and outright harassment, how the families changed the subject positions
they identified with and regained political subjectivity through questioning the basis of

& Rengin Arslan, ‘Kiligdaroglu: 15 Temmuz kontrollii darbe girisimidir (Kiligdaroglu: 15 July is a controlled
coup)’, BBC Tirkge (3 April 2017) <https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-turkiye-39478777> accessed 15 June
2022

7 See: ‘Mavi Otobiis’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KXe48msKiw The documentary is translated in 26
languages.

8 < Askeri 6grenciler ATHM 6niinde 'tutuklu Harbiyeliler' igin adalet istedi (Cadets demanded justice for the
‘jailed military students’ in front of the ECtHR)’, Euronews (1 August 2021)
<https://tr.euronews.com/2021/07/31/askeri-ogrenciler-aihm-onunde-tutuklu-harbiyeliler-icin-adalet-istedi>
accessed 10 June 2022




nationalist discourse and finally how they unified through the means of empathy and belief in

humanity so as to form a counter-hegemonic movement.

2. 15th July coup and its aftermath

On the evening on 15th July 2016, the military coup started with parallel actions taking place
in Ankara and Istanbul by a part of soldiers seizing General Staff Headquarters in Ankara and
blocking the Fatih Mehmet Sultan Bridge and Bosphorous bridge in Istanbul with military
tanks. A prompt public statement of then-prime minister Binali Yildirim regarding the coup
attempt and confirmation by the intelligence services preceded the official declaration of the
coup d'etat at midnight by the news anchor forced to read the memorandum at gunpoint. What
follows is the emblematic public address by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan via Facetime in
which he calls upon the citizens of Turkey to take it to the streets and counter the coup d'etat.
Throughout the night, the prominent governmental sites such as the Parliament, headquarters
of the National Intelligence Agency (MIT), Ankara Directorate of Security, and a building in
the vicinity of the Presidential Complex are attacked by fighter jets while the clashes between
the soldiers on one side and security forces and civilians on the other continue. The president
manages to avoid the attempted assassination at the hotel where he was staying with his family
and lands at the Ataturk Airport where he addresses the gathered masses, marking the turning
point in the coup that was slowly brought to an end until the midday next day.® Fetullah Giilen,
a Muslim cleric residing in the United States, and his followers, now known by the name of
Fetullahist Terrorist Organization or the Parallel State Structure (“FETO/PDY”), are accused
of organizing a coup d'etat to overthrow the incumbent government and the president through
undermining the constitutional order.’® The Gulenist movement or the hizmet (service)
movement has been present in Turkey and abroad first in the form of educational institutions

and dormitories known as the ,,houses of light since the early eighties!, later spreading its

% Department of Corporate Communications of the Presidency, Visual News Chief Editorship & Corporate
Communications Directorate of Anadolu Agency, ‘July 15 Coup d’etat in Turkiye and People's Victory',
(Department of the Corporate Communications of the Presidency, 2018)
<https://www.tccb.gov.tr/assets/dosya/15Temmuz/15temmuz_en.pdf> accessed 15 March 2022

10 Council of Europe, European Commission for Democracy through Law (Venice Commission), ‘Turkey
Memorandum Prepared by the Ministry of Justice of Turkey for the Visit of the Delegation to Ankara on 3 and 4
November in Connection to the Emergency Decree Laws', CDL-REF(2016)067, 3
<https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL -REF(2016)067-e> accessed 21
March 2022

11 Helen Rose Ebaugh, The Glilen Movement: A Sociological Analysis of a Civic Movement Rooted in Moderate
Islam (Dordrecht — Heidelberg - London - New York: Springer, 2010) 27
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influence in the areas of entrepreneurship and media.*? Officially it has promoted an allegedly
apolitical version of ,,mild“ Islam?® that aims to merge rationality connected with the West and
Islamic spirituality seen as originating in the East.!* Nevertheless, Mr. Gulen's political
influence is widely recognized by an array of scholars and political commentators.

What followed the attempted military coup was the emergency state, first issued on 20 July
2016 on the account of national security, or in president Erdogan’s words: ,,The aim of the
proclamation of the emergency state is to make necessary steps in a most effective and quick
way so we annihilate the threat posed to the democracy in our country, to the rule of law, to
the rights and freedoms of our citizens*!®. Nevertheless, what was observed in the following
two years, up until July 2018 when the emergency state was brought to an end, but having its
effect until the present day, was the exact opposite: the deterioration of the rule of law through
the intrusion of the executive branch in the judiciary, curtailment of the rights and freedoms of
the citizens, most notably the freedom of expression and assembly, right to a fair trial, right to
life and security of the person, and exercise of a continuos pressure over civil society that forms
a cornerstone of a functioning democracy. The ,,quickness* and ,,efficiency* of dealing with a
threat to national security were translated into 36 emergency decrees, 32 of them reviewed by
the parliament'®, that covered a vast range of areas - from military and internal security to the
economy, social security, health, education, and medial’ - surpassed the threshold of necessity
and proportional response®® and lead to more than 1000 permanent changes in the national
legislation.® Whilst until April 2017 the decrees were issued by the Council of Ministers, after
the referendum regarding constitutional changes that resulted in the change from the

parliamentary to presidential system, the president acquired powers to issue emergency decrees

12 1bid, 29

13 1bid, 38

14 1bid, 34

15 ‘Cumhurbaskani Erdogan: 3 ay siireyle olaganiistii hal ilan edilmesi kararlagtirldi’ (President Erdogan: It was
decided to proclaim the emergency state in duration of 3 months), Anadolu Agency (20 July 2016)
<https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/cumhurbaskani-erdogan-3-ay-sureyle-olaganustu-hal-ilan-
edilmesi-kararlastirildi/612361> accessed 20 March 2022

16 Commission, ‘Turkey 2019 Report Accompanying the document Communication from the Commission to the
European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the
Regions 2019 Communication on EU Enlargement Policy’, COM(2019) 260 final, 9 <https://eur-
lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=SWD:2019:220:FIN> accessed 21 March 2022

17 Ismet Akca et.al. ‘When State of Emergency Becomes the Norm: The Impact of Executive Decrees on
Turkish Legislation’ (Heinrich B6ll Stiftung Istanbul, 2018) 7 <https://tr.boell.org/en/2018/03/15/when-state-
emergency-becomes-norm> accessed 23 March 2022

18 International Commission of Jurists, Justice Suspended: Access to Justice and the State of Emergency in
Turkey’ (ICJ, 2018) 9 < https://www.icj.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Turkey-Access-to-justice-
Publications-Reports-2018-ENG.pdf> accessed 25 March 2022

19 Ismet Akga et.al. “‘When State of Emergency Becomes the Norm’, 7

8



that possess the force of law.?° Not only did the change to the presidential system allow for the
expansion of the legislative power of the executive, but it also provided for the control over the
judiciary, as the president gained the right to appoint 30% of the members of the Council of
Judges and Prosecutors and 80% of judges of the Constitutional Court.2! What is more, the
Constitutional Court ruled that it doesn't possess jurisdiction to review the emergency decrees,
which lead to, in Goztepe’s words, the ,,self-abandonment of the constitutional court as a
guardian of the rule of law in Turkey*.?? Thus the process of the gradual siege of the judiciary
by the executive branch that started in 2014 with the founding of the Peace Judgeships, courts
with a broad range of powers (including the right to issue search, seizure, arrest, and detention
warrants) that were established due to alleged attempt by the Gulenist network to overthrow
the government through the means of the judiciary?, reached its peak during the emergency
state. In Yilmaz's words: ,,the party and President Erdogan successfully restructured legal
emergency power around a new strategic and liminal legality (...) institutionalizing the ‘rule
by law’ approach based on the principles of prerogative and authorization of the utmost

discretionary power of the executive branch*.?

The immediate effect that the emergency decrees had on the lives of the Turkish citizens were
mass dismissals of the civil servants allegedly connected to the Gulenist organization: more
than 152 000 individuals were fired from their posts?®, mostly in ad hominem manner, publicly
naming them in the lists added to the decrees that were published in the Official Gazette.?® Not
only did this act make them susceptible to public lynching, but it also violated the principle of
the presumption of innocence, since it didn't allow for the defense against the charges made

against them.?’ No individual, evidence-based justification was provided for the accusation and

20 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, ‘Report on the impact of the state of
emergency on human rights in Turkey, including an update on the South-East January — December 2017,
(OHCHR, 2018) 8 <https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2018/03/turkey-un-report-details-extensive-
human-rights-violations-during-protracted> accessed 22 March 2022 (OHCHR 2018 Report)

2L Commission, COM(2019) 260 final, 14

22 Ece Goztepe, ‘The Permanency of the State of Emergency in Turkey: The Rise of a Constituent Power or
Only a New Quality of the State?’ (2018) Zeitschrift Flr Politikwissenschaft 28, no. 4, 531

23 OHCHR 2018 Report, 13

24 7afer Yilmaz, ‘The Genesis of the ‘Exceptional’ Republic: the Permanency of the Political Crisis and the
Constitution of Legal Emergency Power in Turkey’ (2019) British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 46,
No. 5, 733

% Commission, COM (2019) 260 final

26 Council of Europe, European Commission for Democracy through Law (Venice Commission), ‘Opinion on
Emergency Decree Laws N°s667-676 adopted following the failed coup of 15 July 2016, adopted by the Venice
Commission at its 109th Plenary Session’, CDL-AD(2016)037-¢, 21-22
<https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-AD(2016)037-e> accessed 21 March 2022

27 Ufuk Yesil, ‘The Cases of Dismissal Under State of Emergency (OHAL): The Right to a Fair Trial’ in Hasan
Aydin, Winston Langley (eds.) Human Rights in Turkey (SpringerLink 2021) 245 (The Cases of Dismissal)

9



subsequent dismissal, apart from the loosely defined ,,connection® or the ,,affiliation* to the
Gulenist network, relating to the period before 15th July?® and based on a wide range of
publicly non-disclosed criteria - ranging from using ByLock, encrypted messaging application
to residing in student dormitories that are connected to the organization.?® In May 2017, almost
one year since the proclamation of the emergency state, The Commission on the State of
Emergency Measure was established to review individual complaints regarding dismissals
through the emergency decrees. Whilst the ECHR rendered inadmissible 28 000 applications
and redirected them to the Commission as an existent domestic remedy that hasn't been
exhausted®, there have been serious concerns regarding the Commission's efficiency and
independence since the authority to select the members and decide on the rules of the procedure
lies solely at the Presidency.®* Collectivization of guilt, absence of the presumption of
innocence, and justification for the crime committed, along with retroactive enactment of laws
and compromised independence of appellate mechanisms, lead to denials of principles of non-
retroactivity and individuality of guilt, as well as curtailment of the right to a fair trial.>? Even
if the procedure of the dismissals was highly problematic, the issue that had the direst
consequences on the lives of the dismissed individuals and their families was the permanent
effect of the decree combined with actions restraining their movement, right to work, and the
possibility of upward social mobility: they were banned for life from working in the public
sector and parts of the private sector, such as security companies and law firms, their titles and
ranks were revoked, they were almost immediately evicted from the staff housings, and in
many cases, their passports and their spouses' passports were revoked.3* According to the most
recent publicly available data, during the emergency state 234 419 passports were annulled,
while 155 350 were given back once the emergency state ended®*, leaving around 35% of
passport annulment cases unresolved. In this way, the dismissed, publicly known by the name

of ,, KHKlilar or the ,,emergency decreed” were condemned to civic death, in Ozdemir’s

28 |bid 240

29 Venice Commission, CDL-AD(2016)037-¢, 23

30 Commission, COM(2019) 260 final, 9

31 Ufuk Yesil, ‘The Cases of Dismissal’, 248

32 Ufuk Yesil, ‘The Cases of Dismissal’, 324/262; Venice Commission, CDL-AD(2016)037-¢, 26

33Venice Commission, CDL-AD(2016)037-¢, 31

34 <155 bin pasaporttaki iptal serhi kaldirildi (155 passports were retrieved)’ Gazete Duvar (25 July 2018)
<https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/qgundem/2018/07/25/155-bin-pasaporttaki-iptal-serhi-kaldirildi> accessed on
25 March 2022
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words: ,.deprivation of citizen’s right to appeal tantamount to an internal exile without

geographical expulsion or imprisonment.*

The dismissals had a dire impact both on the independence of the judiciary, with 4240 judges
and prosecutors dismissed from their posts®, and knowledge production, with the dismissals
of more than 6000 academics.®” Yet, the dismissals weren't the single weapon in the repertoire
intended for ,annihilation of threat resulting in disintegration of the rule of law and
curtailment of freedom of expression: out of 99 000 people that were held in detention for the
alleged affiliation with the Gulenist organization® there were 1684 judges and prosecutors, an
action that was subsequently condemned by ECtHR as a violation of liberty and security®®,
along with 150 media workers, journalists, and editors among the detained’, 56 remaining in

jail.** As of 2020, there were almost 30 000 people in jail for terror-related charges*?.

2.1. The Case of Cadets and Trainee Officers

What went under the radar of reports and media coverage, with just several exceptions, were
the trials of cadets, 19-20-year-old students at the Air Force Academy that were participating
in the summer training camp in Yalova, a coastal city in the vicinity of Istanbul, and just
scarcely older trainee officers, graduates from the academy who took part in the F16 jet training
in the Akinci Airbase in Ankara. Still being considered students, both groups didn’t have the

authority to give orders and according to the statements of the cadets and trainee officers, their

% Seckin Sertdemir Ozdemir, ‘Civic death as a mechanism of retributive punishment: Academic purges in
Turkey’ (2020) Punishment and Society, Vol. 23, No.2, 147

% OHCHR 2018 Report, 12

37 Segkin Sertdemir Ozdemir, ‘Civic death’, 1

3 ‘Bakan Soylu, FETO ile miicadelenin bilancosunu agikladi: 319 bin kisi gzalt1 alind1 (Minister Soylu
revealed the balance: 319 people taken into custody)’ Hukuki Haber (22 November 2021)
<https://www.hukukihaber.net/siyaset/bakan-soylu-feto-ile-mucadelenin-bilancosunu-acikladi-319-bin-
h444802.htm|> accessed 30 March 2022

39 ‘ECtHR condemns Turkey over post-coup arrests of judges and prosecutors’ (Stockholm Center for Freedom,
23 November 2021) <https://stockholmcf.org/ecthr-condemns-turkey-over-post-coup-arrests-of-judges-and-
prosecutors/ > accessed on 5 April 2022

0 Bora Erdem, ‘US-Turkey Relations in the Light of Turkey’s Freedom of Press’ (2018), Global Media Journal,
Vol. 16, No. 30:110, 5 <https://www.globalmediajournal.com/open-access/usturkey-relations-in-the-light-of-
turkeys-freedom-of-press.pdf> accessed 7 April 2022

41 ‘Cezaevindeki Gazeteciler ve Medya Calisanlar1 (Jailed journalists and media workers)’ Media and Law
Studies Organisation -MLSA <https://www.mlsaturkey.com/tr/cezaevindeki-gazeteciler-ve-medya-calisanlari/>
last accessed 15 July 2022

42 «“Terdr” iddiastyla yargilama degil yaftalama (Trial on the account of terror is not a trial but labeling)’ Duvar
Gazetesi (25 November 2021)

< https://m.bianet.org/bianet/insan-haklari/253889-teror-iddiasiyla-yargilama-degil-yaftalama# ftn2> accessed
7 April 2022
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families, cadets’ lawyer Ozge Kartal and independent legal scholar Gokhan Giines, there was
no concrete evidence of their using any force or having an intention related to the coup attempt.
They were accused under article 309. of the Turkish Penal Code of ,,attempting to overthrow
the constitutional order®, the article known among the general public by the name ,,the coup
crime®, and given life or aggravated life sentences. As Gokhan Giines points out in his analysis
of the 15th July trials, following the decision of the Cassation Court to render the coup attempt
a single act, the principle of individuality was not abided, and all the members of the army
present at the sites of clashes or sites of strategic significance were accused of the involvement
in the coup - their individual acts notwithstanding. > Not only did they get punished most
gravely — having to serve life sentences or aggravated life sentences — without necessarily
committing a concrete act, but also without the immaterial substance of their act being proven,
the mens rea, or the knowledge and intention of wrongdoing, as in the case of listening to orders
and acting under threat.*4. There are five trials relating to the case of cadets, named by the
districts/sites in Istanbul where they were taken to from the Yalova training camp: Digitrk,
Orhanli, Sultanbeyli, Bosphorus Bridge and Fatih Sultan Mehmet Bridge. In total 329 cadets
were trialed for ,,attempting to overthrow the constitutional order by presumably having taken
part in the attempt to take under army's control a media outlet headquarters (Digitiirk®,
Sultanbeyli*®), in the clashes with the police forces (Sultanbeyli*’, Orhanli*®), occupation or
attempted occupation of the main bridges in order to control traffic and clashes with the citizens
(Bosphorous® and Fatih Sultan Mehmet bridge). In Sultanbeyli and FSM case the cadets didn’t

even reach their presumed destination, but they were stopped beforehand.> In all trials, apart

3 Gokhan Giines, Giincel Yargilamalar Isiginda Anayasayt Ihlal Su¢u (The Crime of Violating the Constitution
in the Light of Contemporary Trials (Roh Nordic AB, 2022) 395/399

4 1bid. 471

% “TRT ve Digitiirk'ii basan FETO'ciilerin gériintiileri iddianamede (The images of Gulenists that occupied TRT
and Digitiirk in the indictment)’, Anadolu Agency (23 January 2017) <https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-
darbe-girisimi/trt-ve-digiturku-basan-fetoculerin-goruntuleri-iddianamede/733330> accessed 8 April 2022

46 ‘Darbeci yiizbasidan "polislerin kafalarma sikin" talimat1® (Putchist commander gave the order ,,shoot at the
policemen's heads), Anadolu Agency (23 July 2017) <https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-
girisimi/darbeci-yuzbasidan-polislerin-kafalarina-sikin-talimati/847656> accessed 8 April 2022

47 1bid.

48 Orhanl1 giseleri' davasinda 187 sanik hakim karsisinda (187 face the judge in the Orhanli trial)’, Anadolu
Agency (6 November 2017) <https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/orhanli-giseleri-davasinda-
187-sanik-hakim-karsisinda/957654> accessed 8 April 2022

49¢15 Temmuz Sehitler Kopriisii davasi basladi (The 15 July Martyrs’ Bridge Trial has started)’, Anadolu
Agency (9 October 2017) <https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/15-temmuz-sehitler-koprusu-
davasi-basladi/930494> accessed 8 April 2022

%0 Muhammed Enes Can, ‘FETO davasinda 70 askeri dgrenciye agirlastirilmis miiebbet istemi ve tutuklama
karar1 (Demand for aggravated life sentence and decision of arrest for 70 cadets in Gulenist trial)’, Anadolu
Agency (23 November 2019) <https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/feto-davasinda-70-askeri-
ogrenciye-agirlastirilmis-muebbet-istemi-ve-tutuklama-karari/1653402> accessed 8 April 2022
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from FSM case where most of the cadets (52) were trialed in absentia while 18 of them were
detained as of 2019/2020, the cadets spent two years in prison until the verdicts of Heavy Penal
Courts were issued throughout 2018.%* The process that followed, and that is still ongoing,
involved appeals on the side of the prosecuted to the second-degree Appellate court (Istinaf),
which in every case confirmed the decision of the first-degree court, and following appeal to
the Court of Cassation (Yargitay). After the Court of Cassation overthrew the lower court
verdict in the Digiturk case in 2021, 10 out of 37 cadets were released. The 27 cadets that are
still in jail are currently appealing to the Court of Cassation for the second time, after the lower
court once again gave them life/aggravated life sentences in March 2022. From the end of May,
until the beginning of July 2022, the Court of the Cassation overthrew the verdict in Sultanbeyli
and FSM case, leading to the release of 66 out of 116, and all 18 incarcerated cadets
respectively.>? The trial of the 50 cadets that are still imprisoned in relation to the Sultanbeyli
case continues in the first-degree court. In the case of the Bosphorus bridge, 4 out of 44 accused
were released in the first instance. Both in the Bosphorus Bridge case and Orhanli case, the
decision of the Court of Cassation still hasn't been proclaimed, leaving all cadets imprisoned,
44 and 58 respectively. At the moment of writing 180 cadets are still imprisoned.> Among the
five listed cases of the military trainees the Bosphorus bridge case was the most prominent as
it became the central symbol of the official account of 15th July. According to the main and
most publicly vocal lawyer on the cadets' case, Ozge Kartal, the largest issue that awaits the
defense in the future is the symbolic value of the case. The Court of Cassation's decision in the

FSM and Sultanbeyli cases should legally represent a landmark case, yet, because of the

51 “TRT ile Digiturk'iin isgali davasi ekim ayina ertelendi (The trial for the occupation of TRT and Digitiirk was
postponed for October’, TRT Haber (9 July 2021),
<https://www.trthaber.com/haber/gundem/trt-ile-digiturkun-isgali-davasi-ekim-ayina-ertelendi-594472.html>
accessed 8 April 2022

Elif Unal, ‘Hava Harp Okulu Ogrencilerine Miiebbet Hapis (Life Sentence for the students of Airforce
Academy)’, Bianet (19 May 2018) <https://bianet.org/bianet/hukuk/197310-hava-harp-okulu-ogrencilerine-
muebbet-hapis > accessed 8 April 2022

Mustafa Hatipoglu, Melike Gallenkus, ‘FETO'niin Sultanbeyli'deki darbe girisimi davasinda 119 miiebbet (119
sentenced for life in Gulenist Sultanbeyli Trial’, Anadolu Agency (25 May 2018) < https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-
temmuz-darbe-girisimi/fetonun-sultanbeylideki-darbe-girisimi-davasinda-119-muebbet/1156504> accessed 8
April 2022

Elif Unal, ‘15 Temmuz K&prii Davasinda Karar Agiklandi (Decision in the 15 July bridge case)’, Bianet (13
July 2018) <https://m.bianet.org/bianet/insan-haklari/199125-15-temmuz-kopru-davasinda-karar-aciklandi>
accessed 8 April 2022

52 ¢"FSM Davasi"nda yargilanan tiim askeri dgrenciler tahliye edildi (All the cadets trialed in the FSM case
released)’, Bianet (6 July 2022)
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accessed 6 July 2022

53 All the numbers are provided in accordance with cadets' lawyer Ozge Kartal’s interview
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,political* quality of the trials, she expresses her fear regarding the future of other cases. The
case that can be compared to the Bosphorous case in its symbolic value is the Akinci Airbase
case in which 79 trainee officers were sentenced to life or aggravated life sentences in
November 2020°4. Only at the beginning of June 2022 did the second-degree Appellate court
affirm the verdict, and now the case is waiting to be reviewed by the Court of Cassation.>® The
prominence of this case is related to the Akinci Airbase being considered as one of the
headquarters from which the coup was directed by the Gulenist organization®® and from where
the fighter jets took off to bomb prominent governmental sites.>” The trainee officers were
accused of taking part in the actions that allegedly allowed for the bombardment, those actions
being keeping watch, taking part in ,,preparatory meetings“ and such.>® During their almost 7
years long imprisonment, the cadets and trainee officers were purged from the military, making
them a part of the group of the KHKIi, or the ,,emergency decreed®, they lost their right to
study, as the online program was not allowed and were exposed to the dire conditions in the

prison, including torture.

3. Theory

Our identity is formed through belonging to a certain group — from the smallest unit of
a family to political groups. One of the ways of identification with a certain group is through
common memory, events that we either lived through or were told about in a form of a
narrative.>® As we are born into a nation-state we are necessarily impacted by the presumed
identity of a nation we are supposed to belong to by birth. This identity relies on an exclusive
vision of the national past, anchored in a specific event that serves as an explanation of the
fixed character of the nation. This is what Aleida Assman calls ,,political memory*, ,.history
viewed through the eyes of identity*®®, centered around a mythical narrative, a simplified

version of events that has motivational, rather than factual value: it tells us how we became

54 Zafer Kirag, ‘Adaletin tecelli edecegine inanmistik (We believed that justice would appear’), Gazete Duvar (8
October 2021) <https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/adaletin-tecelli-edecegine-inanmistik-haber-1537744>
accessed 10 April 2022

55Serdar Agil, Cemil Murat Budak, ‘Akinci Ussii darbe girisimi davast istinaf mahkemesinden gecti (The
Appelate court confirmed the decision in Akinc1 Ussii case)’, Anadolu Ajansi (3 June 2022)
<https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/gundem/akinci-ussu-darbe-girisimi-davasi-istinaf-mahkemesinden-gecti/2604799>
accessed 3 June 2021
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what we are, and how our future should look like. The way in which political memory is going
to be narrated depends on the ,,social frame of remembrance*®, or in Laclau and Mouffe's
terms the hegemonic discourse that will define the contours of political identity as a member
of the nation, a subject position we are ought to identify with. Thus the subject position presents
a frame of interpretation of remembering and belonging or the answer to the question of what
it means to be a member of the nation and how should one remember their common past as an
anchor to one's identity. Likewise, it will provide us with the framework of understanding the
,other — in relation to whom we constitute our identity, or in Mouffe's words the ,,constitutive
outside“.®> Each discourse is historically grounded — it contains the traces of previous
articulations, and its success in the terms of gaining hegemonic status will depend on its
reliance on already rooted, sedimented discourses.®® Thus a discourse of a certain political
movement or a party will already have available mechanisms of remembrance they can rely
on. According to Aleida Assman, up until the period following the holocaust, the heroic
discourse dominated the Western discoursive field and provided a framework for
remembrance. In her view, heroic discourse is based on identifying the nation (viewed as a
homogenous whole and thus relating to each one of its members) with two possible roles that
can be both interpreted through the prism of heroism — the victor and the victim, also commonly
known as a martyr4. She locates the ,,organic crisis of the hegemonic discourse in the period
that followed the holocaust, calling it the ethical turn in remembrance, leading to the emergence
of two new roles, two subject positions that are irreconcilable with the heroic discourse — that
of the perpetrator and traumatized victim®. The main difference between the two discourses is
in the conceptualization of the victim — while in the first one the loss is transformed into a
heroic triumph®, in the second one the victimhood cannot be transformed, it can only be
affirmed.®” As portrayed above, the two mechanisms of remembrance, the two once already
available discourses contain the subject position, the stance one should take towards a certain
event, and towards the other. Yet, the roles of the heroic victor and victim, or perpetrator and

the traumatized victim will only present one layer that constitutes a subject position —

81 Ibid 201

52 Anna Marie Smith, Laclau and Mouffe: The radical democratic imaginary (Routlege, London — New York,
2003) 123, according to Chantal Mouffe, ‘For a Politics of Nomadic Identity’ in G.Robertson et al. (eds.)
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depending on a discourse, different aspects of our position in the larger society — ethnicity,
class, gender — will come to the fore. What is more, the differentiation will not only matter of
language, but of affect — the memory presents an affective way of conceiving the past®, and
consequently, the political memory will not only present an input regarding what should we be
as a member of the nation but how should we feel. According to Sara Ahmed, emotions are not
something that resides in the objects — the nation is not naturally designated as the object of
love and the source of fear and the reason for hatred does not resid in what is perceived as the
,other. On the contrary, the emotions are both imbued in the objects, and they take part in
their creation.®® Within a certain discourse, the other presents ,,constitutive outside” according
to which we identify with a subject position, in this case of an ideal national, insomuch that we
align against it through fear and hatred.” In other words, both emotions directed towards the

other simultaneously serve to bring a (national) community together.

All memories that cannot be integrated into the proposed discoursive frame, and consequently
in the national myth will be forgotten, sometimes even by the use of violence.” Thus a certain
discourse, and the political memory it provides a frame for, has real-life consequences, not only
in the sense of providing the legitimation for the ruling party but even more so, for the ones
whose memory is destined to be forgotten, for the ones who are conceived as the ,,enemy* in
the national myth. The question that arises is what kind of impact will the disavowed memories
have on the identity of people who possess them, and consequently how a person, expulsed
from the community they once belong to, can challenge the label imposed on them and

reconstruct their lives.

4. Methodology

In order to portray the political memory of the 15th July coup and its discoursive framework
on one hand, and the counter-memory that challenges the imposed framework and provides for
a different one, the author collected the material concerning 15th July that is published by the
sources close to the government (think tank SETA, mainstream media, President's speeches)
and conducted interviews with family members, friends and supporters (lawyers, journalists,

human rights activists) of the cadets and trainee officers that are serving life sentences for the
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alleged involvement in the coup. The interviews were conducted with 8 people, and in some
cases on multiple occasions (llker Kalin, Zafer Kirag). In order to allow for unpredicted topics
to be encompassed, the form of semi-structured interviews was chosen, where ,,the ordering of
questions is not strictly determined, the sequence of topics prone to change depending on the
dynamics of conversation“’? The questions were devised in a way to elucidate how being
designated as the ,,enemy* impacted the concerned people's lives, what kind of impact did the
discrepancy between the official memory and their memories have on their identity and how
did they mobilize their memories in order to form a counter-hegemonic movement. The
collocutors were chosen according to their prominence in the public sphere and contacted via
social media or secondary contacts. Although the author intended to conduct interviews also
with collocutors who decided to keep away from the public, such as families of cadets who lost
their lives during the coup, and managed to contact them, they rejected to be interviewed
because of concerns for their safety. All of the collocutors were informed about the goal, scope,
and context of the research asked in advance whether they consent to the interview being
recorded, transcribed, translated, and used for the purposes of the research, and given the
transcript for a review, thus following the guidelines of American Anthropological Association
on the ethics of research”®. Apart from securing informed consent regarding the interviews, the
author aimed to avoid a privileged epistemological position and to secure the consent of
participants regarding their representation in the text, when applicable. Apart from the
interviews that the author conducted on her own, she analyzed subsidiary materials provided
by the collocutors (Zafer Kirag's unpublished interview with llker Kalin, interview with Melek
Cetinkaya published by Politurco, a letter sent by Bugra Baldan, one of the incarcerated trainee
officers, to llker Kalin) in order to include topics that were not discussed in the interviews. The
collected materials and interviews were processed in dialogue with the outlined theory, or in
other words coded, relating to the process of ,,categorization of data and attaching names to it

that serve to conceptually define it*.”

72 Sanja Potkonjak, Teren za etnologe pocetnike (HED Biblioteka/FF Press, Zagreb, 2014) 72
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4.1. Participants™

Melek Cetinkaya is one of the most known activists involved in the struggle for the release of
cadets and trainee officers. At the end of 2018, after the verdict was passed in the Sultanbeyli
case and her son Furkan, a former student of the Air Force Academy that was 19 years old at
the time of the coup, was among the students given a life sentence for the ,,attempt to overthrow
the constitutional order®, she started speaking publicly in the name of the cadets and advocating
for her son's release.’”® Along with several other cadets' mothers, she organized a sit-in protest
in September 2019 in Ankara that was violently disrupted by the police, and the mothers were
taken into custody.”” She continued her protest on a monthly basis, either alone or in
cooperation with several supporters of the Yuksel protest movement (Yiiksel Direnisi)’®,
recognizable by her vest stating ,,We want justice for the cadets* and performance in which
she gave away flowers and released birds from a cage. By the beginning of 2020, she has been
already taken into custody more than five times, almost every time that she took to the streets.”
On January 19 2020 she organized the Justice March (Adalet Yiiriiyiisii), a protest march
during which she planned to walk from Ankara to Silivri jail, yet it was violently disrupted by
the police and she was once again taken into custody®’. In July 2020, after making an
appearance on Akit TV, where she mentioned Minister of Defence, Hulusi Akar, and prime

minister at the time of the coup, Binali Yildirim, she was imprisoned for two months and trialed

S The information about the participants is based on the conducted interviews, if not otherwise indicated.
8Selahattin Sevi, ‘“Melek Cetinkaya: ‘Dik duracagiz anne, bize vatan haini diyenler diisiinsiin dedi oglum
(Melek Cetinkaya: ,,We will stand tall mother, let the ones calling us the traitors of the homeland think about it”
my son said”), Kronos 35 (25 December 2018) <https://kronos35.news/tr/dik-duracagiz-anne-bizi-vatan-
hainligi-ile-yaftalayanlar-dusunsun/> accessed 6 June 2022

7 Evrim Kepenek, ‘Askeri Ogrencilerin Anneleri Her Carsamba Oturma Eylemine Basliyor (The mothers of
cadets are starting with sit-in protests every Wednesday)’, Bianet (29 September 2019)
<https://bianet.org/bianet/insan-haklari/213592-askeri-ogrencilerin-anneleri-her-carsamba-oturma-eylemine-
basliyor>accessed 6 June 2022

78 Protest movement for the reinstatment of the officials that lost jobs through emergency decrees (KHKI1 or
Emergency Decreed), named by the Yiksel street in Ankara where the protests took place. ‘Birinci yilinda
Yiksel Direnisi (One Year Of Yuksel Resistance)’, ArtiGergek Gazete (10 November 2017)
<https://artigercek.com/haberler/ihd-yuksel-direnisi-raporunu-acikladi> acessed 7 June 2022

Askeri Ogr. Komitesi, ‘Askeri dgrenci annesi Melek Cetinkaya... (A cadets mother...), (Twitter, 7 December
2019)
<https://twitter.com/search?q=%22Melek%20%C3%87etinkaya%22%20(from%3AAskeriogrencil6)&src=type
d_query> accessed 7 June 2022

80 ‘Harbiyeli annesi Melek Cetinkaya ‘Adalet Yiiriiyiisii'nii sonlandird1 (Cadet’s mother Melek Cetinkaya
finished her Justice March)’, Kronos 35 (25 January 2020) <https://kronos35.news/tr/harbiyeli-annesi-melek-
cetinkaya-adalet-yuruyusunu-sonlandirdi/> accessed 7 June 2022

18



for ,,praising the crime and the criminal*.8! For two times Minister of Defence Hulusi Akar
filed a defamation suit against her. Nevertheless, she continued being active on Twitter and

YouTube and making street protests.

llker Kalin, a political scientist and independent researcher focusing on human rights issues in
the context of conflict, political violence, and state repression, is the main organizer of the
protest movement centered around the trainee officers that were convicted in the Akinci
Airbase case. After graduating from the Military Academy in 2013, he pursued Ph.D. in
political science at Wayne State University in the United States, as a scholarship student of the
Turkish Armed Forces. After the coup, the scholarships of all the students financed by the army
were revoked, and they were ordered to return to their country. While many of the students
stayed in the US due to concerns for their safety, llker decided to return in order to provide
support to his family and his brother Alper who was among the trainee officers accused in the
Akinci Airbase case. Upon his return, he was assigned to a non-academic military position
where he worked for one year until his suspension due to an accusation of membership in the
Gulenist Terrorist Organisation. He was taken into custody that lasted for ten days without
knowing what he was charged for and subsequently put on trial that lasted for five years. Apart
from being suspended, his passport was confiscated. Although he was finally acquitted, he was
purged from the army in 2021 and his passport was not returned for reasons that were not
disclosed to him by the authorities until this day. Although the connection between his
accusation and his brother’s case was not explicitly stated in the trial, the Ministry of Defense
used it as an argument to support their decision of his expulsion from the army. Due to his
efforts to render this case publicly known, the story of the convicted officers has reached
international media outlets, namely London Times and New York Times. He created a network
of families of incarcerated trainee officers and cadets, aiming to unify them in a single platform,
and formed ties both with political representatives from the oppositional parties and
independent organizations. As of mid-April 2022, he has been organizing protests of cadets

trainee officers' families in Ankara on weekly basis.

Kezban and Ali Kalin, Ilker and Alper's parents, supported Ilker every step of the way and took
an active role in the struggle for the release of cadets and trainee officers. They gave interviews

81 ‘Melek Cetinkaya’ya 2 ay hapis yattig1 davadan beraat (Melek Cetinkaya acquitted after spending two months
in jail)’, Kronos 35 (8 February 2022) https://kronos35.news/tr/tutuklu-askeri-ogrenci-annesi-melek-
cetinkayaya-2-ay-hapis-yattigi-davadan-beraat/> 7 June 2022
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for media outlets, became active on social media, took part in the meetings with the

oppositional political representatives, and played a key role in the protests.

Yunus Giimiissoy is llker's former classmate and a close family friend of the Kalin family.
After the coup, he was purged from the Turkish Armed Forces for the alleged involvement in
the Gulenist organization, despite his voluntary service in the east of the country, near the war
zones. He has been involved in the struggle for Alper's and other trainee officers' release since

the very start, using his editing and filming skills to support the protests.

Ozge Kartal is the most publicly outspoken lawyer working on the cadet's cases. She decided
to get involved in the cases because one of her distant relatives was among the accused.
Nonetheless, motivated by the belief in their innocence, she is now simultaneously involved in

all the five cases in which the cadets are trialed.

Biisra Taskiran is a lawyer and human rights activist that entered the field of journalism out of
a wish to acquaint the broader audience with the case of incarcerated cadets and trainee officers.
Her Mother’s day reportage with Melek Cetinkaya and other cadets’ mothers presented one of
the breakthroughs for raising public awareness concerning their story. She lost her job as a
judge apprentice through an emergency decree due to alleged connections to the Gulenist
organization and she spent eight months in jail for ,,spreading Gulenist propaganda‘“ after she
followed the Akinci Airbase case and posted about it on social media. Since she got released,
she has been involved in the organization of panel talks in which the cadets' families took part,
actively engaged in the work of KHK platforms, organizations for the rights of those who were
purged through emergency decrees and she followed the case of incarcerated cadets as a

journalist.

Zafer Kirag is a journalist for the independent media outlet Duvar, a film director, and a
prominent human rights advocate in the field of the rights of prisoners, children's rights, and
the hospitalized in mental institutions. In his thirty-year long career as a human rights advocate
he founded and presided over several well-known NGOs, such as CIIST (The Civil Society in
the Penal System Association) and RUHISAK (Human Rights in Mental Health Initiative
Association), and cooperated on projects regarding mental health, rights of prisoners and
restorative justice with United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and European Commission.
He authored a feature documentary DEPO-Life in Mental Hospitals that takes into focus the
life of the hospitalized in mental institutions in Turkey.
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5. The beginning of the New Turkey: The Myth of 15th July

In order to understand in which way 15th July is interpreted within the political memory put
forth by the incumbent Justice and Development party it is necessary to delineate its framework
— the discourse of the New Turkey. This discourse, resemblant to the discourse of JDP's
intellectual and political predecessor, the National Outlook movement (Milli Goriis)®?, can be
traced to 2010%, the period right before the parliamentary elections in 2011 that secured JDP
the electorial hegemony and marked the turn from liberal, pro-European orientation towards
more religious one, with anti-western undertones.®* The key signifier of the discourse of the
New Turkey is democracy, disarticulated from the principles of secularism/laicism and statism,
two of the six arrows — principles of Kemalism, the foundational discourse of the Republic
named after Mustafa Kemal Atatlirk - and rearticulated with religion so as to form
,conservative democracy®. Within the Kemalist discourse, the principle of secularism/laicism
is closely associated with the program of modernization, leading to the prominent, yet
historically contingent view of Islam and its symbols as the sign of backwardness®®, while the
principle of statism posits the State as the leader in modernization.8® However prominent, this
interpretation hasn't been left unquestioned and unchanged throughout almost a century of
Kemalist hegemony, presenting a target of critique from within the Kemalist camp®’, while
Kemalist politics towards Islam have been at worst ambivalent, aimed at control (and at times

mobilization), rather than complete suppression of the religious discourse.®® Within the
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discourse of the New Turkey, all historical versions of Kemalism are reduced to a single
meaning, the signifier of democracy serving to posit the Kemalist discourse and the people
identifying with it as oppressors of the Turkish nation viewed through the lense of religion.°
What follows from this discourse is the simplified version of the history of the Republic,
divided into two periods — the period of the oppression of the Muslim population by the
secularist elites that propagate the discourse of the founder of the Republic in its most extreme
form, and the period of steady progress towards democracy seen as the ,return of the
oppressed*°, that starts with the rise of the ruling party and culminates in the 15th July coup
attempt. Within this view, the military is seen as the core institution of repressive secularism
that suppresses the voices of the Muslim or conservative population through the continuous
,culture of military coups® — in 1960, 1971, 1980, 1997 — and finally in 2016.%? Throughout
that period the identity of Kemalists and their prime institution remains unchanged — they are
the enemies of the people to be saved by the ones who represent their voice. The ruling party
is seen as the protector of democracy that stands in the opposition to military rule.®® Thus the
events that threaten their rule, such as the 2007 military memorandum that attacked the JDP on
the account of their mobilization of religion for political use and almost resulted in the denial
of the presidency to the AKP presidential candidate, only serve to reinforce the portrayal of the
party and their leader not only as the representatives of the people that have historically suffered
but as their equals in pain.®* On the other hand, concrete steps are taken so as to enact control
over the symbolic and practical power of the military, one of the prime examples being the
longest trials in Turkish history, the Ergenekon and Balyoz (sledgehammer) trials for the
alleged involvement of the part of the military and their civilian fraction in the conspiracy (sic!)
to downturn the ruling party that lasted from 2007 until 2019 and 2010 until 2015 respectively.
While the trials were later dismissed as part of the Gulenist plot, they marked the lives of
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thousands of people, and according to Waldman and Caliskan, represented the end of the

relative political independence of the military.®®

The introduction of the notion of Gulenists into the discourse of the New Turkey, first by the
name of ,,Parallel Organisation®, starts after the 2013 corruption scandal connected to the
governing party®® that was perceived by the majority of non-aligned scholars as a breakdown
in the close relationship between Mr. Gulen and the ruling party that started cracking since the
2010 Mavi Flotilla incident.” Yet it reaches its peak on the night of 15th July and the following
period when the Gulenists, now known by the name of FETO (Fetullahg1 Terdr Orgiitii) — the
Gulenist Terrorist Organisation — are accused as the organizers of the coup. The paradoxical
relation between the Gulenists, deemed an extremist religious sect — and the Kemalists, extreme
in their application of the principle of secularism/laicism- is established through the notion of
the outer enemy the West — thus rendering them partners in crime — the betrayal of the Turkish
state and national identity, or in the words of the ruling party, the principles of ,,local and

national*,%8

The 15th July coup, as portrayed in the official memory molded by the discourse of the New
Turkey, is seen as the birth, the Ursprung of the new era in history, to be remembered both as
a final victory in the anti-colonial fight against the outer enemy and its inner collaborators®
and as the end of the long history of military tutelage and the final victory of democracy.'% It
is portrayed through a mythical narrative whose informative purpose is secondary to its
symbolic worth — the events and sites in the coup are selected to become symbols that prove
the character of the main actors, whose identity is one-dimensional, viewed through the lense
that disambiguates only between good and evil. On one side there are ,,the people®, ,,the nation*
seen both as victims of the violence and heroic defenders of the homeland and on the other the
perpetrators of the coup — the violent ,,putschists®. Prime actions that present the visualization

of the violence committed by the putschists are the tanks opening fire and running over civilians
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and bombardments of governmental buildings, including the Parliament. Those actions are
connected to the prime symbolic sites — the Bosphorous bridge in Istanbul, later renamed the
Bridge of the Martyrs of 15th July, and Akinci Air Base in Ankara from which the combat
aircrafts rose. The Bosphorous bridge is emblematic in a sense that provides for the
visualization of a supposedly clear line between the civilians on the one side and the putschists
on the other, the Good and the Bad, while the Akinci Airbase serves as a visualization of
disproportionate force inflicted on civilians, drawing the line between the perpetrators and the
victims.1% The putschists equaled to the followers of Fetullah Giilen are portrayed as members
of a hierarchically organized terrorist organization with underlying extreme Islamist
convictions!®?, mirroring the textbook example from the war on terror manual, such as Al-

Qaidal®,

The people who took to the streets on the night of the coup following the midnight call from
the president, as well as those who stayed on the streets for the following days to ensure peace
and order, in the action called Democracy Watches, are seen as the genuine representatives of
the Turkish nation. The vision of the ideal citizen is militarized — they are viewed as the
warriors that stood against the enemy to protect the nation*%4, resembling the classic portrayal
of the soldier. Yet the difference is that they are civilians who stood against the military, but
not any civilians — but the ones who believe in the party's vision of democracy and the dyad
national-traitor. The reversal of the roles between the civilians and the military, yet the
retainment of the militarized view, is not only symbolic but it is transferred in the law granting
the families of the veterans and the ones who died in the fight the same status and privileges as
the families of soldiers who died in government-controlled military actions. The civilians who
passed away are granted the highest symbolic status in the national pantheon — that of the
martyrs that died protecting their homeland and are hailed as heroes.'® In the same vein, the

violence of the ones responsible for the death of the soldiers, in some cases amounting to
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inhumane torture and murder, is legitimized through the amnesty for everyone that ,,acted to
protect their homeland®, being government officials or civilians notwithstanding.!%® On the
other hand, the soldiers that were murdered at the hand of civilians are deprived of their
membership in the national and religious community even after their deaths — the Ministry of
Faith prohibits the religious rites to be performed for the ,traitors” and their families are
prevented from burying them in the official sites.’®” The relation between the civilians and the
military is symbolically and formally sealed, rendering the principle of obedience crucial for
the ideal national subject position, yet the obedience to the now known hierarchy — with the
ruling party and its leader on the very top. As it can be seen from the differentiation between
the Gulenists and the institution of the Turkish Armed Forces, enacted through the reiteration
of phrases such as ,terrorist cells within the military', _infiltration in the military*'% and
terrorists in military attire*!°, it can be affirmed that the military still retains its symbolic

value, yet it is the civilians who have the upper hand.

When it comes to the diversification of the subject position of the ideal national, in the official
memory of the 15th July coup the groups that have potentially dissident identities and/or are
seen as crucial to the discourse of the New Turkey are deliberately listed— the women and the
Kurds.!'! The red trait that serves as their connection and the tool for limitation of their subject
position to that of the desirable one, is the shared memory of the 15th July coup that is equal
to the official version. The women are portrayed as resembling the character of Nene, the
female hero that fought in the Russo-Turkish war, and is represented with the child in one and
the gun in another hand. In the mainstream media accounts of women martyrs their role in the

family — as a wife, a fiancee, a mother — are simultaneously brought up along with the accounts
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of their heroism.!*? The vision of the woman within the myth of 15th July echoes the subject
position given to the woman within the discourse of the New Turkey — in the words of Yuval
Davis, that of the site of the social and cultural reproduction of the nation.'® She embodies the
ideal of the mother who sacrifices herself for her children and their future equaled to the future
of the nation, while she is simultaneously modest and pious.'* This portrait is represented in
one of the most widely circulated photographs from the night of the coup — that of the woman
completely covered in a black burka, her face not being seen, only the Turkish flag that she
carries on her back.!*® The role of the women as the mother of future soldiers, what Cyntia
Enloe calls , militarized motherhood***® comes to the fore in the interviews with the mothers
of the martyrs conducted and circulated by the mainstream media after the coup. In this sense
the statement of one of the mothers, Sevgi Yesilyurt, is emblematic: ,,The pain of the lost child
can never be forgotten, but to lose one child for the homeland is not much.*.*!" In this way, two
main faces of the ideal citizen come to the fore — the civilian soldier, protector of the homeland,
and the mother of soldiers, that is ready to fight on their side if necessary. They are both
guardians of ,,national and local* values, belief — in God, nation, and the party, sacrifice — of

their lives and their children's lives, and modesty — of attire and actions.

Although within the discourse of the New Turkey the military is viewed mainly in the negative
light of a series of military coups, militarism still perdures in the formation of subject positions.
If we take into account Altinay's claim that the military has presented an essential part of

Turkish nationalism since the 1930s as a gendered discourse!!® that has been naturalized as a

112 <15 Temmuz direnisinin Nene Hatunlar1 (The Nenes of 15 July resistance’), Aksam (15 July 2017)
<https://www.aksam.com.tr/guncel/15-temmuz-direnisinin-nene-hatunlari-c2-c2/haber-642877>accessed 1 June
2022

113 Nira Yuval Davis, Rod i nacija (Gender and Nation) (Zenska Infoteka, Zagreb, 2004) 64

114 «Cumhurbaskan1 Erdogan'dan Anneler Giinii mesaji (The Mothers Day Message from the President
Erdogan), TRT Haber (8 May 2022)<https://www.trthaber.com/haber/gundem/cumhurbaskani-erdogandan
anneler-gunu-mesaji-678632.html> accessed 1 June 2022

Nur Sinem Kourou, ‘Sag Popiilizm ve Toplumsal Cinsiyet Karsitt Hareketlerin Birlikteliginde AKP
Hilkumetlerinin Aile Siyaseti ve Popllist Siyasal Mobilizasyonu’ (2020), Feminist Tahayyil, Vol 2, No2

115 Access the picture at: https://www.milliyet.com.tr/galeri/15-temmuz-fotograflari-ve-gorselleri-en-guzel-
turk-bayragi-resimleri-ve-fotograflari-6259931

116 Cynthia Enloe, Maneuvers: The International Politics of Militarizing Womens Lives (University of California
Press, Berkley-Los Angeles-London, 2000) 248

UMustafa Cavus ‘15 Temmuz sehidinin annesi, hiiznii ve gururu bir arada yasiyor (The mother of 15" July
martyr experiences both sadness and pride)’, Anadolu Agency (14 July 2021)
<https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/yasam/15-temmuz-sehidinin-annesi-huznu-ve-gururu-bir-arada-
yasiyor/2303948>accessed 1 June 2022

118 Ayse Giil Altinay, The Myth of the Military Nation: Militarism, Gender and Education in Turkey (Palgrave
Macmillian 2004) 3

26



119

cultural institution**, it can be claimed that the discourse of the New Turkey heavily relies on

the Kemalist conception of the nation and its relation to the military.

The overflow of people on the streets and their fight against the putschists are seen as a
visualization of the will of the people who present the constituents of the nation (milli irade).
Their answer to the call of the president to stand up to the putschists is not seen as the act of
(blind) obedience, such as the actions of the alleged Gulenists, but as proof of the congruence
between the president's actions and people's will.?® The sovereignty of the people is thus not
mediated but mirrored — the party and its leader become the mirror image of the people. Siding
with the people and positioning themselves against the oppressive institutions of the State even
throughout their rule, now the Justice and Development party becomes the State, the
embodiment of the new order in which the State finally represents the will of the people. Thus
the actions of the State cannot be questioned, as consequently, the will of the nation would be
put at stake. It can be observed that employing civil society as a site of legitimation mirrors the
strategy of both secularist/Kemalist and Islamist camps throughout the 1990s as portrayed by
Yael Navaro-Yashin. It presents the enforcement of statism — viewed not only in narrow terms
of economic interventionism or the state's leadership role in the process of modernization but
as a belief in the sacredness and eternal quality of the nation-state!?! - through provoking and
including agency from below.'?? In the words of Navaro Yashin: ,.civil society was transformed
in the symbolic ground on which legitimate state power is going to be based®, leading to the

blurring of the lines between the civilian agency and state power.?

The State, now equaled with the people's will through the ruling party serving as the messenger,
is seen as the protector of the peace, democratic order, and guarantee of human rights, as
opposed to the chaos and violence perpetrated by the terrorists/putschists.?* By defining the
State as the protector of human rights of citizens against the ,,threat” that is to be annihilated,

also the subject, the ,,human* in human rights, the ,,citizen* to which those rights belong is
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defined. Only those who fought against the oppressor on the night of the coup or share the same
memory of the coup are regarded as the national citizens whose protection is to be preserved
by the State, while the others are denied this protection. As the 15th July is portrayed as the
ultimate victory of historical justice against the years of oppression, the ideal nationals are
viewed as its sole embodiment, either to be hailed as its bearers or as the ones who finally
brought about the just order or to be revenged. In the words of the president: ,,The justice that
we seek is the blood of 250 of our martyrs“!?, Thus the meaning of justice is fixed as the site
of struggle defined in clear terms — the struggle that was won against the historical enemy on
the night of the coup, but to be continued until the final eradication of the Gulenists hidden in
every pore of the society. As such it cannot be questioned — as it would question the core

premise of the newly established order — its being morally just.

6. Objects of hatred, objects of fear

The portrayal of the alleged members of the Gulenist organization that took part in the
attempted coup as the threat that should be annihilated possesses an impact that reaches beyond
the mere rhetoric of political speech and the procedures of law. This impact is exercised through
attaching the emotions of hatred and fear to the figure of the Gulenist, which informs the actions
of the ones identifying as a member of the nation while reducing the ones considered as a threat
to the status of an object of the negative emotion and thus denying them political subjectivity
other than uninhabitable one, that of the cause of fear and hatred. According to Sara Ahmed,
the object of hatred is produced by mobilizing the discourse of pain — the normative subject, in
this case, the ideal national is seen as the one to whom the pain was inflicted*?®, thus resonating
with the position of the heroic victim. It is presumed pain that is felt that motivates the hatred,
thus rendering revenge — the infliction of the same pain — the prime response!?’. From the

account of Ms. Melek, which conveys the memories of her son Taha Furkan and his fellow
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cadets from the night of the coup, the infliction of pain to the ones considered Gulenists can be

vividly visualized:

Because all the things started at the Bosphorus bridge, when people understood there was a
coup going on, they rushed there, of course. Our children who were there suffered a lot. Two
cadets were unfortunately killed, they cut their throats and broke all of the bones in their
bodies.

The enactment of hatred not only constitutes a national subject, but it “equals them with
rights” 128 The rights in question can be read as human rights that were breached by the
oppressor and thus rendered the national subject a victim. Nevertheless, if we take into
consideration Foucault’s account of torture as a mode of punishment through which the
sovereignty is inscribed in the body in a form of a sign'?®, the right of the national subject can
be read as the sovereign right to punish. The national subject becomes the true sovereign
through the enactment of hatred and punishment of the object of hatred. Yet, it is not only the
national subject that is constituted through the enactment of hatred and infliction of violence —
but it is also the object whose identity is fixed through a violent act.** It is in the very act of
violence informed by one's identity — be it physical or verbal - that the contingency of that
identity and the need for its fixation comes to the fore. This kind of identity-motivated violence

is visible from Ms. Melek's account of cadets' treatment in jail:

For four days they were tortured at the Caglayan courthouse. (They were told) you are traitors,
you are not worthy of the uniforms that you wear, they were constantly beating the boys, they

didn’t give them bread, they didn’t give them water, they tortured them.

The accounts of the journalist Biisra Taskiran regarding the scenes of violence that she
witnessed while following the Akinci Airbase trial and the cadets’ lawyer Ozge Kartal’s
recount of her personal experience at the cadets’ trials portray the same logic of hatred while

emphasizing its constructed nature:

They would gather the female branch of the JDP, the women that are the members of the ruling
party, and bring them to watch trials, to shout, to insult, this was made by the members of the

party, and in the end, some saw that money was given to those people. Biisra Taskiran
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| heard there (at the hearing) the swearwords I have never heard in my life, they insulted me,
they insulted the boys, the plastic bottles were flying around, chairs, the coins are thrown.
Different people came as observers. Some of them might be even brought, they bring people
with the buses, I came to this conclusion (...) Normally there should be no insults, but they

insulted us. They called us traitors, dogs, they swear at us. Ozge Kartal

As in the previous cases — of the brutal murder of cadets at the Bosphorous bridge and the
torture performed upon them in jail — what matters is that ,,the people are the bearers of the
right to punish — the national heroes who fought the enemy, the faithful police officers who
perform their duty to the country, the women who present the site of the moral reproduction of
the national community. The cadets are brought to direct judgment, not of the court, but the
,people”, the ones portrayed in the myth of the 15th July as the sole bearers of sovereignty, the
legitimate perpetrators of violence, and delegators of punishment. The State is everpresent yet
through the concealed means of its servants who need to prove themselves as worthy of being
called the members of the nation, of belonging to the only acceptable subject position, of
adhering to the norm, because otherwise, they would be susceptible to the same punishment.

The torture is not public, as it would endanger the role given to the state as the protector,
shielded by the apparatus of the penal system, yet it is both acceptable and encouraged through
of circulation of pictures of soldiers that are visibly bruised and in humiliating positions.
Journalist and human rights activist Zafer Kira¢ recounts the actions of mainstream media
following the coup that are specifically aimed at fortifying the belonging to the national
community against the hated enemy:

From the first day onward, very ugly photos were served to media, they were served by their
media, photographs of them having been beaten up, being stripped, and waiting naked in places
resembling barns, beating, the beating was used a lot. Specifically, these photographs were

given to the media. It was done so that the part of the society takes pride in it.

The functioning of hatred is based on elevating an individual to a collective, in the words of
Sara Ahmed: ,,it imbues a specific otherness with meaning or force, defining it as the member
of a collective”. ** This doesn't only carry the meaning of a symbolic attack on a collective
through inflicting violence on one of its presumed members, but it implies spreading the hatred,

and the infliction of pain, seen as legitimate within the logic of vengeance, to each member of
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the community one belongs to — in this case, their family. The effect it produces also refers to
a collective, or rather its cohesion. In this case, it puts the families of cadets in front of an
impossible choice - between providing support for their loved ones or psychological and
physical survival. Mr. Ali, whose son Alper is one of the accused in the Akinci Airbase case
recounts what he had to go through to visit his son in jail after he got transferred to Diyarbakir,
a city near the Syrian border that geographically presents the furthest possible point from his

hometown Ankara:

I am bound to take a bus, | get on the bus at six in the evening, and at eight in the morning |
will get in (the jail). Fourteen hours. And then I will have to return the same day. You see, | am
fifty-five, fifty-six years old, can | physically endure this? See, I don't know whether | can
endure this burden not only financially, but also physically. (...) That is to say, only the fact
that they are in prison, that they are lying in prison despite their being innocent, and that they
received a life, an aggravated life sentence bother me psychologically, but now they are making

me physically, financially strained.

The incarcerated cadets and military trainees are not only devised as the objects of hatred but
the objects of fear. The fear functions as the anticipation of danger, “anticipation of future pain”
that could come upon us, and thus incites us to distance ourselves from the possible source of
pain.’3? It also provides for motivation that is turned towards the future yet it defines our present
behavior — the sense of insecurity that produces the fear for our lives and the life of our
community — be it nuclear or national- keeps us anchored to the status quo.!3® Thus the
objectification of the alleged Gulenists leads to their isolation — people in their surrounding run
away from them in the anticipation of future pain — in the form of loss of job, trial, incarceration
—and are bound not to question the status quo in the process out of fear for their lives. Mr. Ali

recounts how one of his close relatives got distanced from him:

For example, one of my relatives, | am calling him and he is not answering the phone. One day
after, he comes to me and says, you called me yesterday, I couldn’t pick up the phone. I ask
him, so how come you couldn’t answer your phone and you came all the way here? They might

be listening to my phone, he says, they might understand I am talking to you.

Mr. Melek shares a similar story in which she lost contact with many of her friends and

relatives:
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If I continue seeing Melek, I will get sacked, if I am seen getting out of her house, they will sack
my child — many people had this kind of fear and for this reason, they stopped visiting us, they

blocked my phone number.

Thus fear effectively constitutes the borders between “us” and the “other”, on one hand
enforcing the need to belong, to find security in the community that is perceived as desirable,
and on the other disintegrating the social unit one belongs to, “destabilizing social relations and
divides communities through the creation of distrust, suspicion, ambiguity, intimidation, and
apprehension”.’* It renders the object of fear the pariah of society, leading to feelings of
loneliness and helplessness, and ultimately - passivity. Biisra Taskiran accounts her experience

that became a constant in her work as a journalist:

They tried to isolate me. When this first happened to me, | talked with the people from the left
who lived through this experience, they told me, they won't let you work, they want to bring
you to the state in which you cannot work, and they will isolate you from the community you
belong to. So you would go to them. You will say, | am very lonely, and you will go. For eight
months they were bothering me, for eight months I really couldn't work on any news report, |
couldn't go anywhere, they pushed me to a corner. After eight months, one day | was lying
down, and I told myself I am so lonely, I said, I am so lonely.

7. Changing Memory, Changing ldentity

The official memory of 15th July presents both the normative stance and behavior of a nation
and the prescribed knowledge about the alleged Gulenists. The myth of 15th July serves both
to fix the meaning of the coup and the identity of those involved. Consequently, if the myth
should be challenged, so would be the status of the nation as heroes, the Gulenists as
perpetrators — but most importantly — the ruling party as the leader in heroic victory, and State

as protector.

Ms. Melek, mother of Taha Furkan, a cadet that was present on the night of the coup in the
Sultanbeyli, one of the five districts of Istanbul cadets' trials were named after, emphasizes the

unawareness of cadets of the actual nature of the events at the night of the coup: They are told
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London, 2013) 90, According to: Linda Green, ‘Fear as a Way of Life’, (1994) Cultural Anthropology 9(2): 22
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that there is a terrorist attack that Yalova, which is the campsite, is not safe, and they are told
to be ready with their weapons, saying that we will return to the air force academy in Istanbul
Bakirkéy.r® As the picture of Gulenists painted in the myth of 15™ July, they unquestionably
listen to the orders of their leader, yet the leader, in this case, is the military commander; they
do seek to achieve what is perceived by them as the greater good, yet that greater good is not
changing the political leadership, but protecting their homeland from the terrorist threat, just
as it is asked from the ideal member of the nation. It is not only the “putschists” who do not
yet perceive the role dedicated to them, but it is also the people who are asked by their leader
to take on to the streets and fight the “terrorist threat”: Now, they are singing Independence
March with the people, you know, Turkey has its Independence March, written by Mehmet Akif
Ersoy, they are singing it and the people are putting our children back in the buses, cheering
., the glory to our soldiers . At one point part of the people turns against them — the very people
who fell victims to the violence of the putschists, who only acted in the face of imminent threat
S0 as to protect their homeland and are hailed as heroes: Around seven, eight in the morning a
bunch of people are being brought there. They bring plenty of people with stones, sticks, knives,
and cutting tools in their hands. In the morning, that group strikes at our children's buses, they
are breaking the windows, shaking the buses, climbing the bus and stomping on it, afterwards
some of them are saying, throw the bus gas tank on fire, kill all of them — some of them are
yelling. It is in the reaction of the cadets that the key difference between the roles that they are
given in the official memory and their own lived experience as told by Ms. Melek is revealed:
they are not any longer the extremists who are merciless in their use of violence against the
people, the terrorists whose prime purpose is to instigate fear, but non-violent students fearful

for their lives — the victims of the violence.

And to this our children — at this moment, at the moment when this is happening, they have the
G8 guns, they have forty bullets each — and despite all that had happened, they are not relying
on their weapons they are hiding their weapons underneath their seats so the people don't get
even more agitated, they get up, hug each other and saying their goodbyes, they are saying —
my son told me this — we are not getting out of this alive, this morning, right here, they are
going to kill us. They are saying this and bidding farewell. Ms. Melek concludes her account

in disbelief: Now, are these boys traitors? Did these boys kill people?

135 Engin Yigit, ‘Melek Cetinkaya: ‘Turkish state under Erdogan regime took me out on the street’’, Politurco
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llker, the brother of Alper, one of the trainee officers that were present at the time of the coup
at Akinci airbase in Ankara, portrays a similar scenario that is even more benign. Similar to the
sequel of events as told by Ms. Melek, the trainee officers are told that there is a counter-
terrorism military drill. In this case, they are already present at the key site of the coup, yet they
are completely isolated and unaware of what is about to happen. Squadron commander gathers
the trainee officers’ phones, locks them in a room, and tell to the trainees that they should listen
to the orders they get during this drill (...) The television in the trainees' mess was taken away
because of the so-called ,,drill* and all the communication tools, including their phones, were
taken away from the trainees.'*® During the night the military trainees are spending time doing
mundane tasks they have been given — carrying tables, keeping watch in front of the building
they have been told to stay at — until they understood something else might be happening other
than a regular military drill: One of the trainees goes to his car, hears the sentence ,,the coup
is happening ““ over the radio and informs his colleagues. After this, the trainees are starting
to gather in the mess one by one. They still don't understand what is going on. They are getting
more and more afraid once they start hearing the sounds of bombing before dawn.*®’ Thus, as
in Ms. Melek’s account, the trainee officers are portrayed as non-violent, fearful and obedient,
drawn into the coup only by their presence at the site where they are otherwise doing military
training, against their free will and knowledge. Mr. Ali, Ilker and Alper’s father, and a retired
military officer echoes Ms. Melek’s shock and outrage regarding the incommensurability
between trainee officers’ actions and the accusations laid against them: There is nothing that
they have done, they were assigned to that place, that was their place of duty. For example, |
am now in the real estate office, this is my real estate office, this is my place of duty, my
presence in this place cannot constitute guilt. Finally, both Ms. Melek and Ilker emphasize the
element of chance that underlined cadets’ and military trainees' presence on the night of the
coup and defined their and their families' lives for the next six years. In contrast to the official
account that insists on willful and thoroughly planned participation in the coup of each alleged
member of the Gulenist organization, Ms. Melek points to the absurdity that lead to her son’s
trial: There were 700 students in the camp. But 350 students were taken to the coup. Because
the day before, the regimental commander Hiseyin Ergezen called a bus company and rented
a bus from the bus company. (...) After the bus company understood the situation, after the

news in the media and the President’s statements, it realized the situation and did not send the

136 Unpublished interview with Ilker Kalin conducted by Zafer Kirag
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rest after the first buses.'® Likewise, Ilker brings up the random allocation of the trainee
officers into groups, and the misfortune of his brother’s group being first in the row to
participate in the training: The 2014 graduate trainee officers who participated in the training
in Akinci Airbase in June 2016 were part of the group A, so they were first to start the flight
training. Some of my brother’s colleagues who were assigned to different groups (...) stated
that if the coup attempt wouldn't have taken place in July, and would have taken place in some
of the upcoming months, then they would have shared the same destiny as their innocent
friends.™*® In this way the memories of 15" July, as narrated by the families of cadets and
trainee officers hold the potential for destabilization of the subject position of the traitor as
portrayed in the official memory: the soldier remains true to their beliefs and code of conduct,
seen as the victim, rather than the perpetrator of violence, and thus filling the role of the ideal
national. Nevertheless, what is yet left undisclosed is the perpetrator as portrayed in the
alternative memory of 15" July and the subsequent period. After the cadets and military
trainees are put into custody, their families’ reactions however imbued with outrage and
disbelief, remain hopeful. They believe that the justice delegated by the State will resolve this
misunderstanding and that the state of affairs will get to its original point — how would it
otherwise be if the soldiers dedicated their lives to serving that very State? “For three and a
half years I waited for justice to come.”, Ms. Melek exclaims before continuing to narrate the
excruciating, kafkaesque process that involved waiting for the sentence, for the reasoned
decision, for the appellate court, each step taking more than a year. llker echoes Ms. Melek's
words, emphasizing the reason why he and his family endured even a longer process: We were
very silent until recently. Because we believed in justice. So, | was expecting in the final verdict
- ok, it took like four and a half years - but finally, they will release cadets, and trainee officers

because there is no evidence showing otherwise.

At the point when the Appellate court confirmed the decision when it became evident that the
expected outcome, justice is not going to be dealt by the State’s hand — there comes the switch,
the blow, the breakdown of belief. The objectifying gaze, once turned to the families of military
trainees and cadets viewed as traitors to be disposed of is turned back, towards the State — now
it is the State that becomes the object of inquiry, the object of questioning, the object whose

identity is destabilized and once again structured — while it is cadet’s and trainee officers’
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families who set the norm of justice. The ones who are seen in the official account of 15" July
as a source of fear locate that fear elsewhere — not necessarily within the people who deprived
them of support, but in the government. “It is because they fear the system, it is because they
fear the government that they stood away from us or against us”, Mr. Ali concludes. His wife,
Ms. Kezban continues to explain the very acts that lead to the climate of fear that rendered the
expression of solidarity hardly possible: “Constant accusations (...) perception management,
they are making people afraid, they are spreading fear, everybody is afraid, everybody fell
silent. “ Ms. Melek almost empathizes with the people who didn't provide her with support and
shares the same disambiguation between the people and the very source of their fear: This is
not because they think we are bad people, it is because they are afraid of the government.
Because they threatened to fire every person close to us, they frightened them. So, people
stopped visiting us because they are afraid for their own children. This very government
becomes the trigger of disenchantment not only with any government to come in the future,
but with the State itself, in the words of Ms. Kezban: The State is not to be trusted.

What is shattered is the State’s role as protector of rights, order, life. The selectivity of its role
as a protector of life comes to the fore, as its power to “let die”. In the words of Ms. Melek:
The state protects those that suit it, and the ones that don’t, well it does away with them, it
doesn’t keep them. The core institution of the State that mirrors its role — the army — is not
anymore seen as the guarantee of safety, resembling a trustworthy family the children were
sent to be taken care of and given a secure future — but as the source of insecurity that failed in
its presumed role. We in Turkey had always thought that the most trustworthy institution in the
country is the Turkish Armed Forces. We had thought so, Ms. Melek emphasizes her belief in
the prime institution of the State and points to the betrayal of the utmost trust that a parent can
put into the State and its institutions, the trust that their children will be protected: But at this
point, we saw that Turkish Armed Forces are the worst institution there is. (...) You gave your
children when they were thirteen, fourteen years old, and when they were twenty TAF declared
your children traitors. They declare traitors the children they had raised. Not only does the
State become the source of fear and insecurity, but also a traitor. In this way, the State starts to
take shape of the identity given to the Gulenists in the official account of 15th July, yet it is
only when it is overtly proclaimed a perpetrator that the complete reversal of the myth takes
place: They don't care for what is necessary for our children' survival, anyhow their goal was
to kill all of our children on 15th July 2016, and | think they still hold that belief in the jail, Ms.

Melek concludes.
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The families endorse the discourse of traumatized victimhood against the heroic discourse
underlying the official account of 15th July — their imprisoned family members regain the status
of helpless victims against the violence of the state. The only tool available to combat this
violence is conviction in the truth of the incarcerated soldiers' memories and the knowledge
about the State — the knowledge and experience of its violence. This knowledge allows them
to transgress the fear of acting against the prescribed norms. | don't have anything to be
ashamed of, | don't fear anything, | don't have anything to hide., Ms. Melek emphasizes her
conviction that gives her strength to proclaim in public the memory of her son. llker relates his
lack of fear to the experience of having been maltreated, beaten up, incarcerated: Now I don't
have fear. Because you are afraid of things that you don't know. I am not afraid because | know
what is going to happen. What is more, they transform the fear they are objectified through, or
in the words of Ozge, the main lawyer on the cadets' case: 'Probably they are looking for a
perpetrator because if you take out the cadets, there is no more a perpetrator of the coup. So,
the people will start doubting, they will say if it is not them, who did this then? The truth will

come to the fore. It seems that the mainstream media is afraid of the truth.'

Disillusionment with the view of the State as protector through identification with the traumatic
discourse of remembrance leads to the change in point of identification — the subject position
they adhere to. While the families of the cadets and military trainees consider their family
members and themselves as the victims, they are not in the position to seek affirmation of their
victim status and subsequent compensation. They are bound to seek the change of political
conditions that lead to their victimhood, which presents, according to the G. Blouin-Genest et.
al., a demand for political subjectivity.}*® Once objectified through the official myth of 15th
July as traitors worth only fear and hatred, they question and rework previous subject positions
that they identified with - that fit the description of the ideal national citizen — regaining their
subjectivity as activists. With their own action — their individual change — they show the change

in discourse that they demand.

Ms. Melek sees her former position as that of a “regular person from Anatolia”: | was a regular,
typical Anatolian person who brings her children to school and back, watches over them so
they do their school work, makes their food, cleans the house. The expression that Ms. Melek
uses is commonly associated with the pastoral ideal of genuine Turkish folk, described as

140 Gabriel Blouin-Genest et. al ‘Conclusion: Changing Human Right Practices and the Battlefields of World
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simple, yet honest and hardworking, that can be traced back to the nationalist movement from
the beginnings of the Republic, centered upon the land and the people of Anatolia.*** Thus, she
sees herself as a commoner, the “woman of the people”, not standing out in any manner from
the norm of Turkishness. This norm is translated in the array of “womanly” duties as a mother
and a housewife, her enclosure in the private space of the home, and limited access to the
outside world in the form of contact and access to information. The isolation from the public
space in Ms. Melek’s account forms a cultural code that spans from her upbringing to her life
as a married woman: | lost my mom and dad when | was very young, my grandparents from my
father's side raised me. (...) we had very strong family ties, you couldn't go out to the street too
much, study, and so on. (...) And until I got married I didn't really go to the market. Imagine. |
was even prohibited from watching television. Anyway, | finished elementary school, my
grandpa didn't let me attend other schools. He didn't let me study. After that, | got married
when | was nineteen and | became a mother when | was twenty. After | became a mother —
unfortunately, my husband's culture was similar, the woman shouldn't go out to the street too
much, she should say to her husband what she needs, he will buy it and bring it. Ms. Melek’s
view of motherhood is intimately related to her conceptualization of the role of the military as
the protector of the nation and the territory it inhabits, their homeland: | always used to say, if
only | had ten sons | would give all of them to TAF. Let them work for this country, for this
homeland, let them give their lives. Thus her former view on motherhood echoes the concept
of the ideal woman citizen as portrayed within the myth of 15" July — she is the mother of the
sons to become soldiers that will fight, and if necessary die for their country. She is ready to

sacrifice even what is most precious to her — her children — for the welfare of the homeland.

The subject position Ms. Melek identified with, that of a ,,regular Turkish woman”, defined by
motherhood and enclosed private space of family is merged with the subject position of a
Muslim woman as seen by the ruling party, as confined to the private space only by the formal,
juridical constraints resulting from the aggressive secularist stance towards veiling: Twenty
years ago, when there were elections, we gave our vote, we supported JDP to come to power
for the first time because, in Turkey, we were deprived of some rights, because there was no
equality, because we are covered, religious people, we thought that the girls should study even

if they wear a veil, that the government officials should be able to work even if they wear a veil.
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By entering the public space she pushes the boundaries of motherhood beyond the limits that
are prescribed and confined to the space of privacy, simultaneously revealing the other side of
the confinement — the non-juridical, yet structural one — left undisclosed in the ruling party’s
campaign for the rights of (Muslim) women. She is pressured by her husband in terms of
attempts to limit her view of motherhood and return it to the status quo: To be honest, it was
very hard for (my husband) to accept it. He still hasn't completely accepted it, one evening,
some days ago he again told me - | don't want you to appear on any television program, | don't
want you to talk to anybody about this, stop it already, let other mothers do some work, are
you the only one who is a mother. Nevertheless, she doesn’t yield to the pressure, her answer
is once already contained in the ideal characteristic of the mother, that of sacrifice, yet now
mobilized so as to serve in her struggle for the freedom of her son: I told him, some people
need to sacrifice themselves, this cannot be done if we are afraid. At the same time, she
paradoxically enters the role of the Muslim woman as presented in the discourse of the ruling
party — present in the public space, being both politically active and fulfilling her duties to the
family, seeing her political engagement as a prolongation of what she does at home. Yet she
disentangles the notion of motherhood from the one of reproduction of militarized society,
seeing the bond to her child as a basis for activism: As a mother, | couldn't bear staying silent.
(...) I made a decision as a mother to take to the streets, for two years | have been getting out
to the street, | am trying to get my voice heard at all the relevant places. Thus she changes her
subject position by taking the meaning of the ideal woman literally — the mother who would

do anything that is necessary, even if it means pushing the limits of her own identity.

Ilker’s change in the subject position he identifies with occurs at an earlier date, in 2014, during
his stay in the United States where he continues his education as a Ph.D. student of political
science after being granted a scholarship from the Turkish Armed Forces. He explains his
position as the one wearing security glasses: ,, Before, I have looked at the world through
security glasses, what mattered the most was national security (...) I was filled with national
“pride” and had my “security” glasses on, like many other military graduates all around the
world. Back then, many issues were related to “security” to me.”. While his belief in the core
institution of the nation-state, and the role of the soldier, in his own words, his “militarism”
was not as prominent in comparison to his friends and colleagues, it had a certain
commonsensical value that could not be openly questioned and opposed. The main points of
this belief — relating to the clear disambiguation between the nation and the enemy, and the

one-dimensional view of the foundation of the Republic that testifies to the victorious, rather
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than the violent character of the nation - would come to the fore when conflicted, in this case
by his close friend: When she said Turkey committed genocide over Armenians, | got angry. |
just (said) - "No, Turkey didn't do this." | tried to produce counter argument to defend my
nation. Learning about the core issue of the day the army was concerned with — the Kurdish
question — presented the turning point for his understanding of the nation and the nature of
conflicts: Before I never read about the Kurdish issue, I just relied on what | heard. | thought
., they are separatists, terrorists. But then [ started knowing the background of the issue. (...)
Learning about the Kurdish issue was an eye-opener for me. Reading about conflicts all around
the world, I realized how ethnicity could be a source of bias and intractable conflicts. The
second element of Ilker’s former subject position that comes to the fore when conflicted is the
belief in God. Although he didn’t consider himself strickly religious back in the day, the belief
presents one of the points in the plethora of commonsensical convictions: Back then | was a
believer, and she mocked me for believing in god. So, | got offended. So, | wasn't religious, but

| was a believer. | said, why do you do this?

The starting subject position that Ilker primarily identifies with complies with that of the ideal
national as portrayed in the myth of 15™ July — he sees the role of the soldier as the protector
of the nation — either by his words or his deeds. He holds enough belief in God to be considered
as part of his identity and defended if attacked. However the expression of his belonging to the
nation might not be as passionate as in the case of Ms. Melek, the unquestionable quality of his
beliefs at the time is enough to provide him with the primary characteristic of the ideal national
— obedience. The change that occurs, the identification with the subject position of human
rights advocate, the researcher-activist, presents for llker a specific kind of freedom — freedom
from belonging: | have grown into a human rights advocate, breaking myself free of previous
prejudices, biases, and ignorance (...) since then, I consider myself a free person; free of any
bounds that might bias my reasoning and world views”. In this manner, he rejects the meaning
and status that the role of a soldier as the presumed ideal national brings about, both from the
supporters and opposition to the hegemonic discourse — he rejects to be named: In
Turkey, people, by and large, are divided into two groups when it comes to the military: those
who admire soldiers and those who hate them. The former group thinks that soldiers have a
holy duty and defend the nation, therefore they are somewhat heroes. The latter group thinks
that soldiers are fascists and coercive tools at the hand of the repressive state. When | meet
new people, I don’t want them to have either view of me, because | am neither a hero nor a

fascist. He endorses the same strategy in his approach to the coup and the consequences of the
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division of people into the nation and the enemy, not only questioning the label given to his
brother and himself but the naming itself, closely related to the worldview he once adhered to
and now strictly rejected: If you want to get to the bottom of this issue we need to talk about
terrorism. So what is terrorism? Who is a terrorist? Because it is very easy to be a terrorist in
this country, to be known as a terrorist. (...) Being a terrorist is enough to justify anything. The
term terrorist, terrorism (...) can be weaponized, can be used, and this is the discriminatory,
polarizing rhetoric. (...) We are not here to define who is a terrorist and who is not, because
we don't accept the term itself. While he changes the subject position he identifies with before
coming to Turkey due to his brother’s imprisonment, and cuts the ties with the nation he once
belong to, his belief in the State or State-delegated justice still remains firm, until it is finally
shattered once his brother is convicted: When my brother got a sentence, aggravated life
(sentence), | was so shocked. | was stupid to be shocked. The system that kept some person for
four years of course could take this further. You know, it is the same system. So, what did |

expect? And then, after that, it was a wake up call for me.

The two prominent ways in which the change of the subject position from that of a believer to
one of an activist occurs, amount to two strategies of struggle against the hegemonic discourse
of the New Turkey — disentangling motherhood from the nation-state so as to regain the status
of sole decision, right, and possession of a woman on one hand and destabilizing the meaning
of the given label, the given name and thus challenging the difference between the nation and

the traitor, in the guise of the terrorist.

8. Birth of a counter-hegemonic movement

As identification with a certain version of memory that imbues the portrayal of the community
we belong to — the nation — and its other with the emotions of love on one hand, and hatred and
fear on the other, will motivate us to act in a violent manner, or distance ourselves from the
other, so will the memories of our past experience, imbued with emotion, inform our emphatic
response, forming an intersubjective connection with the others. In her work on empathy
building on the work of Husserl, Esra Ozyiirek emphasizes his view of (emotional) experience:

,what I have learned in the past does not leave me untouched. It shapes my understanding and
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interpretation of new objects by reminding me of what I have experienced before“.**? To put
oneself in the other's shoes, to experience the world from the other's perspective, what in
Husserl's view amounts to empathy, will depend upon our memories. What Esra Ozyiirek adds
to Husserl's view on the role of memory for the production of empathy, which ,,serves as a glue
that binds communities together“!*3, is its frame — the subject positions we adhere to and
through which we interpret our memory. While in the previous chapter it was explained how
personal experience and memory purport one to change the subject position one identifies with,
disavow their belonging to a certain community, and question the meaning given to that
community and its members in the hegemonic discourse, now we are going to look at the ways
in which a new community is formed, through the same experience, memories of past
experiences and the subject position of a human rights activist that recognizes universal
empathy as a moral principle.

The families that came together in a struggle for the cadets’ and trainee officers’ release didn’t
necessarily know each other in advance, chance had it that it was their sons, their brothers, and
sisters that were caught in the wrong place at the wrong time. While the change in subject
position can be observed in rare cases, namely in the case of Ms. Melek and llker, along with
his family to some extent, a vast majority of families didn’t go out in public with their concerns,
and the ones that did so mostly inspired by the actions of Ms. Melek and Ilker. llker brings up
two reasons that might have prevented them from taking action: When you talk to Melek and
me, so we are already visible (...) it is that we changed our mind. (...) But, I don't know about
other people, why they don't want to become visible, are they afraid or do they still believe in
the system? Zafer Kirag leans towards the second reason of observed passivity, locating the
issue of mobilization in the subject position of the believer, of the religious and nationalist
member of the nation that remains unchanged: Most families of cadets are very religious and
nationalist. For this reason, they didn’t resist for a long time. The difference in subject
positions they identify with between the families of incarcerated soldiers posits them as the
Other in each other’s eyes. What serves as a connecting tissue among them is a different version
of the memory of the 15th July coup, that posits the soldiers and their families in the place of
the oppressed, the ones upon which the injustice was inflicted. Nevertheless, there is still a
difference among them in conceiving the source of that injustice, in relation to the previous or

newly found identities they take. Ilker recounts an anecdote from a protest he organized with

142 Esra Ozyurek, ‘Rethinking empathy: Emotions triggered by the Holocaust among the Muslim-minority in
Germany’ (2018) Anthropological Theory Vol. 18, No 4 461
143 1bid. 460

42



the participation of several other families in which a conflict arises between his mother Kezban
and the other mothers of the incarcerated trainee officers: My mom said | don't like this country,
| don't like this terms terrorism, terrorist, if there is a terrorist it is the state itself, the state is
terrorist, my mother said (...) and then several moms reacted, no don't say the state is terrorist
again, devlet, don't say, you have to differentiate between state and the government, yes the
government is bad but, we love our state, vatan (homeland), devlet (state). What is then that
serves to unite families around the common cause? It is the emotion that memory produces —
the pain they feel because of the unjust loss of their children, their brothers, and their loved
ones that erases the ideological differences between them, the differences in subject positions
they adhere to. In Ilker's words: We all share the same feeling, but, then, when we put things
into words, it might come out differently, or we can perceive things differently, but inside we
feel the same pain, inside we feel the same. It is through direct experience of pain coming from
the same cause that the community takes shape. The prime example of transcending differences
in identification with certain subject positions is Ilker and Alper's close friend Yunus that is
considered a part of the family. Yunus, a former soldier that was purged after the coup, shows
a peculiar position of skepticism towards the State: in his view, its role as a protector remains
unchanged, yet it loses the sacral characteristic, now being prone to questioning and thus
conflating with the concept of government: To be honest, I am now sorry that | used to be a
statist. We are very statist. Generally, our statism should look like this, the state is there for the
people (...) If the state would be always governed by smart, educated, competent people, so as
to say, those people who deserve that job, then | could defend the state. While the experience
of being purged and his friend being jailed has changed him in a sense that he started
questioning concepts that he previously deemed commonsensical, his patriotism remains
unchanged: | don't have an issue with loving my homeland, I love it, I love my country, however,
there is an issue with our people, | love them too. | have hope. | haven't completely broken all
the ties. Neither with my country, neither with my homeland. Although his stance towards the
army has changed in the same sense as the one towards the state so that the competency of its
leadership and members can now be questioned, he considers it as objectively necessary,
connecting it to the objective value of nationalism: If you don't have a good army here, you get
into trouble. For this reason, we cannot expect the people to give up nationalism in one day,
to give up statism, to give up militarism. This region is not suitable for that. His stance, however
changed, places him in opposition to Ilker's and his family's anti-militarist and anti-nationalist

views. Nevertheless, apart from the shared history, they share the same pain: Because | am
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family friends with Ilker, I witnessed all the suffering that Alper went through, his trial, his

time in jail, I experienced all of it, all the pain.

Yet, the difference among the families is not the only one that arises, and that needs to be
transcended, it is also a difference between the incarcerated soldiers and their families that
struggle for their freedom that comes forth as potentially destabilizing. llker recounts his
observance of the (in)ability to change the subject position of the believer among his brother
and his colleagues: My brother, he still takes pride in the nation. He is still that twenty-three,
twenty-four-year-old he was at the time of the coup. As if life has paused there for six years.
He has no idea about the people on the outside. It makes me so sad. The symbol that Ilker
chooses to represent the movement for the freedom of the incarcerated cadets and military
trainees — the blue ribbon — serves to translate the beliefs of the soldiers into the claims of the
families, the distance between the two otherwise being insurmountable. The idea comes from
Bugra Baldan, a rewarded pilot that returned to Turkey in 2015 after finishing his education in
the United States and was praised for his successes by the local media by displaying a blue
ribbon for a whole day. In the letter with the same title that he sent to Ilker during their
correspondence, but was intended for larger audiences, Bugra uses the symbol of the blue
ribbon to explain how he conceived of being a part of the Turkish Military Forces as a pilot:
“Blue Ribbon” was displayed at the corner of the TV broadcast that symbolized the blue sky
and freedom. Now | wear that blue ribbon on my wrists as a handcuff, the same ribbon | once
carried on my shoulder with pride and honor.*** His wish is to once again be reintegrated into
society in the same role, to “untie the knot” and put the blue ribbon back on his shoulder. As
he emphasizes in the excerpt of his defense statement that he brings in the letter: | love my
country very much! And my love for my country has never diminished within these 4.5 years. |
have always worked hard to become a productive and useful citizen to my beloved country. 4
Thus by displaying the blue ribbon, the families, even those disenchanted by the idea of the
State, nationalism, and militarism, are paying respects to the beliefs of a large part of
incarcerated soldiers, while articulating their claims so as to exclude patriotism/nationalism, in
Ilker’s words: | said, ok | am not a vatansever (patriot), | don't like my country, so, can you
justify that 1 can be sentenced to a life term in prison? So, this shouldn't be the defense
statement. We can just say: are you saying there is a coup, and can you prove that these

students were involved?

144 Bugra Baldan's letter to llker Kalin
145 Bugra Baldan's letter to llker Kalin
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The support that the families find among the people that are not related to the case of the cadets
and military trainees through familial ties, arises both from empathy caused by similar
experiences and moral conviction. Biisra Taskiran, a former judge apprentice, that took up
journalism after she lost her job through an emergency decree and became among the first and
rare journalists that wrote about the cadets' case, stands in between those who were directly
affected by the cadets and military trainees' incarceration and those who empathize with them
through a shared experience. She first started following the Akinci Airbase case in which llker's
brother Alper was convicted, because a close friend of hers, that she considered almost her kin,
was among the trainee officers put on trial. It is the loss of a loved one that served as the impetus
for her to take action — to closely follow the trial and provide the wider public with the
otherwise unreachable information. Yet, it was the experience that followed, that served as a
tipping point for her to relinquish the belief in the State and become an activist for the rights
of incarcerated soldiers and other prisoners. Because she followed the trial she got imprisoned
for spreading ,,Gulenist propaganda“ and stayed in jail for eight months. She experienced the
violence of the State on her own skin, and saw the maltreatment of the prisoners with her own
eyes, which pushed her to empathize and stand in solidarity with the ones who experienced the
same: You think that ,,the finger cut by the state doesn't hurt*, but | realized this, because of
this period I spent in jail and the people's stories that | later saw — this is not solely connected
with what happened to me, but also what | witnessed — because of that | saw that the state
presents a completely different mechanism. | saw that it can cover up the breaches of human
rights, that it sees itself as having the power to do so, | saw the confidence in people to commit
unlawful acts when they feel that the state stands behind them. To be honest, the State scared
me. Zafer Kirag, a life-long human rights activist in the field of the rights of prisoners and
journalist that followed the case of incarcerated cadets and military trainees, explains his path
towards activism as the empathy that arose out of the personal experience of the violence of
the State: | started university just after the 12 September military coup. The effects of the coup
were still felt, Kenan Evren and his people, the cases of torture, maltreatment. | was a young
student and I decided to found a student organization, the first NGO. After the coup, my first
association. | had an experience in the police station. For this reason, | never took closed
institutions out of my mind. Foucault (...) sees closed institutions as a place of darkness. My
wish is to put light on them. Apart from his own experience of violence, he shares with the
families of incarcerated soldiers the feeling of pain and loss, due to the years-long
imprisonment of his closest friend and colleague Osman Kavala who was convicted in the case

related to the Gezi protests in 2013: Osman Kavala is my friend, my closest friend for twenty-
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seven years. We worked together, we founded many NGOs together (...) we founded together
seven, eight associations together. (...) And my beloved friend is in jail for five years, and he
cannot do nothing about it, nothing. Alluding to the silence of the media, he makes a
comparison between the two cases stating that the ,,Osman Kavala example® happens once
again. Nevertheless, the main impetus for his engagement with the case, that allows him to
transcend the difference between his worldviews and the incarcerated soldiers' and their
families' subject positions they identify with, is his conviction, established throughout the years
as an activist, the belief in the universality of human rights: This boy has been in jail for years,
he had his dreams, he was a soldier. | am against the military, | am a conscientious objector,

but I am also human rights advocate, this is what | am trying to do here.

The shared experience of loss and violence, along with presumed conviction comes forth in the
strategy of amassing followers of the movement for the freedom and rights of incarcerated
cadets and military trainees. On the account of shared feeling of loss, concretely motherly loss
of a child, Ms. Melek reaches out to the Saturday Mothers, a well-known organization of
families, mothers by large, whose loved ones were victims of the forced disappearance and
political murders since 1980. The experience of State violence, concretely the loss of
employment and social security through the Emergency decrees, serves as a point of
convergence between Ms. Melek, but also Ilker, and his family, with the KHK platforms, the
organizations that advocate the rights of the ,,decreed”. Cadets and trainees are also KHKIi,
because they have been purged, as well. (...) and they were among the first ones that got
purged. That's why | said in my speech, yes, they are also KHKIi, but they cannot represent
themselves here., llker recounts his public appearance at the event co-organized by the KHK
platform and the main oppositional party CHP. On the account of empathy by conviction in the
universality of rights, both Ms. Melek and Ilker reach out to the IHD, one of the main human
rights organizations in Turkey. While there is an immediate goal to be reached — to get their
children and siblings out of jail - it is the genuine empathy they search for. Thus, whereas they
manage to get support on both sides of the oppositional political spectrum, there is still a
differentiation made between their political goals and genuine empathy as a basis of trust. In
Mr. Ali's words: | wish it wouldn't be this way, | wish that they would truly, sincerely hold our
side. I believe that they support us because the elections are approaching, that they think about
their votes. This bothers me. (...) this makes me wonder what is going to be their stance, their

behavior once they get their votes .
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Nonetheless, their starting position doesn't allow them a real choice, the political allegiance out
of conviction becomes a privilege that they don't have access to, in Ms. Kezban's words: Even
if they do it because of the votes, | need to value it. | need to reach out more to them, tell them
about my problems, if it's for votes, let it be, | cannot do anything about it, my child needs to

get out of there.

Although they do get support in the terms of physical and media space, there is still a shared
feeling of isolation. llker relates this isolation to the skepticism towards a different subject
position one presumably identifies with: When | came there they didn't accept me right away,
they were prejudiced against me. On the other hand, Ms. Melek traces it to the narrow focus
of some organizations: Everybody takes care more of their own, they are talking more about
the sufferings of their own people. That is a fact, nobody can deny it, even if in this process
people put aside their differences, it doesn’t matter anymore whether they are right-wing or
left-wing, Sunni or Alevi, and even if they say we are always at your side, there is always one

group they focus more upon.

Although the discourse of the movement for the rights and freedoms of incarcerated soldiers is
centered around the signifiers such as “justice” and “humanity”, it cannot be simply said that
the activists of this movement endorse human rights discourse. Since the discourse of New
Turkey that they challenge is closely intertwined with the discourse of human rights, what they
challenge is its meaning, the meaning of justice that the respect of human rights brings about,
and the meaning of humanity that is constitutive to the conceptualization of rights. The meaning
given to justice within the discourse of the New Turkey — that of the project of eradication of
the enemy of the nation as a voucher for freedom and human rights of the citizens — is
challenged by endorsing the traumatic discourse of viewing the past in which the State is
posited as the source of injustice. Mr. Zafer views the opposition between the two opposed
meanings of justice as the one between restorative and retributive justice, rendering the
meaning of justice given within the discourse of the New Turkey as vengeful: There is either
restorative justice or retributive justice. Unfortunately, in Turkey they are doing it as an act of
revenge, they are taking revenge (...) Let's say that if the state wants to kill somebody, they
close them in a room and kill them. But why this, this has reached another level, another level

of spreading fear. (...) they want to inflict pain.

Justice is viewed as widening the scope of the “human” in human rights, so as to include even

those who are considered the enemy. In Ilker’s words: There is justice, but not for homo sacer,

47



just for the acceptable citizens. (...) We need justice for terrorists too. Justice is closely related
to the vision of homeland, the symbolic concept that presents the undercurrent of subject
positions of citizen-soldier and citizen-mother. In the discourse of the New Turkey, the
homeland is viewed as the object of protection and of sacrifice, the site inseparable from the
nation that inhabits, the site that should physically delineate the borders of the nation, implying
the expulsion of the traitor. In contrast, in this discourse homeland is viewed as a site of justice
for Others. In Ms. Melek’s words: A country where there is no justice doesn't feel like my
homeland anymore. In this kind of homeland, you feel redundant. (...) When the situation is
like this, when there is no justice, | would say that your homeland is where you feel safe, where
you find justice, where you live in peace and safety. That is to say, even if it's not your home
country, how much you might feel that you don't belong there, justice is very important. The
only criterium that renders a certain place home is the consideration and treatment of all of its
population as equal in their humanity. Just so we are treated as humans, believe me, it can be
any place. Ms. Kezban states her vision of a homeland. Her husband, Mr. Ali agrees with her
view: Every place where you live as a decent human being is a homeland. In this way, the
belonging to the nation, seen as a sacred object that cannot be dishonored and that has to be
sacrificed to, and the territory that physically delineates the borders of the nation is substituted
with the belonging to humanity. | guess | cannot say that | am a patriot, that | love my
homeland. I love people, whoever they might be | love people., Biisra contrasts her views with
that of patriotism. Mr. Zafer shares her thoughts, adding the notion of sacredness: I actually
love people, people have some characteristics that distinguish them from animals (...) those
characteristics that people gained (...) the ability to create, to share. (...) these | consider
sacred. (...) What would you deem sacred — for me it is the international conventions, human
rights conventions, these are my holy book. Ilker concludes his disenchantment with the
concepts he previously believed in by professing his unquestionable attachment only to a single

notion: For me, nothing is holy except humanity.

Apart from the first meaning imbued in the signifier of justice — that of the universality of being
human that reaches even the ones deemed worthy only of expulsion from the community —
there is another meaning central to it, that presents a possible site of dispute among the activists
for the rights of the incarcerated soldiers — that of the justice seen as a site of struggle, and not
something to be given and waited for. In Ilker’s words: Some people have this justice belief.
They feel like if there is a superior justice system, in the universe, so justice always prevails.

Most of them have them - some of them religiously, some of them spiritually, some of them
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politically. (...) So that's what prevents them from getting engaged. By the less religious part
of the activist group, this belief is seen to be rooted in religious views that necessarily lead to
passivity. In Ms. Kezban’s words: The belief system, the problem is the belief system. The
thought that we need to accept everything that happens to us, the belief in destiny. On the other
hand, the more religious part sees the proclivity for inaction in the face of injustice as being
rooted in statist culture and sacralization of the State, in Busra's words: In Turkey, the
conviction that the state is sacred is still very widespread, for us the state is still very sacred
being, and everything that it does, it goes unchallenged, is commonsensical, we accept it. While
religion seems to be the key point of divergence among the families of cadets and military
trainees, and a general issue for gaining larger support, as it can be seen from Busra’s account
the issue is located elsewhere. It is the view of the State that needs to be challenged, the counter-
historical consciousness to be endorsed, for a movement to unite and grow, and for justice to
be established, or according to Ilker: They think that if you're innocent justice will come, but it

doesn't happen unless you push it.

Experience of pain, endorsement of the traumatic discourse in terms of disclosure of violence
that is inherent to the establishment of order and meaning of justice as based on universal
humanity, leads to empathy with those who are conceived as the oppressed and dedication to
the critique of any government to come — two core elements of future struggle for justice.: One
needs to be sensible. (...) It's not only about the injustice that I experienced, I will stand by the
side of everybody (who experienced the same). One should understand the others, ask them
what has actually happened; listen first, and only then judge. People don't do this, but after
this, | will do everything that is in my power to help (the others), Ms. Kezban emphasizes the
contingency of judgment — the need to be sensible to different meanings. Ms. Melek conceives
of this sensibility as a basis for the critique of (any) government, while expressing her
dedication to the struggle for the justice of the oppressed: | believe that it is my duty to fight for
those people’s rights, to stand by the side of victims. If my son gets released from jail, it doesn't
mean that justice came to this country. (...) Whoever comes to power, maybe JDP goes, maybe
it stays, | cannot know that, but whoever else comes to power, we are bound to state their
wrongs. Finally, llker posits empathy towards others and critique of authority in the context of
human rights advocacy: | will always be an opposition, it doesn't matter who is in charge, who
is in power, if you're human rights advocate, you should always place yourself in opposition,
regardless of who governs. Because, even the most democratic country isn't perfect, so we need

to fight, always, to make it better.
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9. Conclusion

The aim of this thesis was to understand in which way does being expulsed from a community
as a traitor impact one's life and identity, how one mobilizes their own memory in order to
regain political subjectivity and create a solidarity-based community. In order to observe how
one is treated after once being labeled as a traitor and how they resist that treatment, it was
necessary to observe in which way the subject positions of the ideal Turkish national and its
other — the Gulenist — are portrayed in the myth of 15th July and molded by the discourse of
the New Turkey. In the myth of the New Turkey, the Gulenists are portrayed as violent
perpetrators that present the ultimate threat to the lives of innocent people — the nation, which,
as a united, homogenous whole, heroically fought them against all odds. They resemble the
trope of an Islamic terrorist, but what is more important for the national imagery, they are the
traitors of the nation — their treachery consisting in the allegiance to the ,,outer forces* that are
intended to colonize and diminish everything that is ,,local and national®, embodied in the
president and his party. Apart from being objectified through discursively prescribed and
limited knowledge about their identity, they are also objectified through emotions of fear and
hatred attached to them. As it can be observed from their statements, these emotions serve to
mobilize people they come in contact with — from a policeman in custody to their broader
family, neighbors, colleagues — so as to fix their identity of a traitor through hate-motivated
acts of torture (in the case of incarcerated soldiers) or to alienate them from the broader
community, thus preventing their unification and inciting them to search refuge in the very
community that alienated them (in the case of families and their supporters). Against the
backdrop of the other, the traitor, the subject position of the ideal citizen is gendered and
molded by a sedimented discourse of militarist nationalism. It takes the form of a civilian
soldier and militarized mother — both embodied in the people who took on the streets following
the call from the President and participated in the Democracy watches — their common trait
being faithfulness — to their homeland, ,,local and national values* that prescribe the role of
protector to a man and role of the mother of the protectors to a woman, and to the incumbent
party's view of democracy, justice, and human rights. Justice is viewed in a retributive, and
thus necessarily selective manner —it is a historical justice for all of the generations of believers
that suffered under the oppressive, secularist military tutelage supported by the foreign powers
that should be enacted as retribution towards the Gulenists.
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The memories of the night of 15th July and subsequent period of the incarcerated cadets and
military trainees, along with the experience of pain due to their loved ones' absence and
suffering, purport their families to endorse the traumatic discourse against the heroic discourse
that underlines the myth of 15th July: the cadets and military trainees are given the role of
victims while the State figures as a violent perpetrator. Furthermore, belonging to a national
community and its betrayal are reinterpreted — seen in their utmost obedience to the given
orders and dedication to the protection of their nation as observed in the rejection of the use of
violence, the cadets and military trainees come to figure as the ideal citizens, while the State,
and its central institution, the Turkish Armed Forces — come to figure as a traitor — betraying
the faith of its believers. In this way, the families of incarcerated soldiers reverse the myth of
15th July, not only destabilizing the meaning of the very coup — but the identities of the nation,
its leader, and its enemy. Identification with the counter-memory of 15th July and subsequent
disillusionment with the State seen as a protector, leads the families of the incarcerated soldiers
to question the subject positions they previously adhered to — the ones of ideal citizens — and
transform their identity into the one of a human rights activist. They regain their political
subjectivity through re-politicizing the normalized subject positions of a mother and a soldier
by disentangling motherhood from the function of symbolic reproduction (in the case of Melek
Cetinkaya) and questioning the dividing line between a faithful national and a traitor (in case
of llker Kalin). Thus they are embodying the position of a traitor on their own terms and ridding
the State of the privileged position of knowledge producer — they are intentionally ,,betraying*

the set norms.

Still, only a limited number of soldiers' family members changed the subject positions they
identify with, the rest being either constrained by fear or their change limited to questioning
the concrete acts of government. Likewise, at least a part of the incarcerated soldiers still
remains faithful to their beliefs. What brings the families together is the common emotion of
pain caused by the incarceration and absence of their loved ones, while the difference between
a part of the families and soldiers is overcome through the symbolic means that allow them to
unite in pride for the soldiers' achievements, regardless of their context. The previous
experience of oppression serves both as the key point of strategy for amassing supporters of
the movement for the release of the incarcerated cadets and military and as a basis for empathy
for the ones who already provide support to the families. The experience of oppression is
elevated to the abstract level within the conviction in the universality of human rights as can

be seen in Zafer Kirag’s case. The signifier of justice is central to the counter-hegemonic
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discourse in the making — it serves to challenge the observed selectivity of the State as the
protector that rendered the incarcerated soldiers and their families the pariah of Turkey and
demand equal treatment for all citizens of Turkey. The exclusive allegiance to the nation and
its territory — the homeland — is replaced by belonging to humanity that doesn't allow for any
national borders. In this way, the concept of ,,human* in human rights is broadened — regaining
them not only their political subjectivity but humanity. Justice also carries the meaning of
struggle — struggle against militarism, nationalism, and statism that fix the borders between a
genuine national and traitor, between those worthy of being called human, and the others to
whom the rights do not apply. With their belief in universal justice and effort to transcend
differences the families of incarcerated cadets and trainee officers represent enlivened

pluralism.
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11. Appendix

11.1. Interview with Melek Cetinkaya

Date: 4 February 2022

Place: Online/Zoom

Duration: 55:07

Language: Turkish (translation by the author)

Helena: When | heard what happened in 2016 and that nobody was talking about it it was very
painful for me. Because, according to my opinion, it is worthy to preserve all the memories. In
other words, not only the memory proscribed by the state, but also your memory and your

son’s.

Melek: Anyhow, the state protects those that suit it, and the ones that don’t, well it does away
with them, it doesn’t keep them. For this reason, I believe that what we say is even more
valuable. Because we, the mothers, we tell the actual truths, we are the most trustful source.
Because, why would a mother lie. We talk openly about everything that our children have been
through, using proofs, evidence, videos. In this way, | can, without having any doubt, answer

any question that you wish.
Helena: Can you explain to me the current situation your son is in? How is the trial progressing?

Melek: This is how the trial went. On 15th July, 2016, that night, our children*4¢ were taken
from the Yalova training camp and they hit the road to Istanbul. There their buses were
intercepted, the police took them in custody, for four days they were tortured at the Caglayan
courthouse. (They were told) you are traitors, you are not worthy of the uniforms that you wear,
they were constantly beating the boys, they didn’t give them bread, they didn’t give them water,
they tortured them. After four days they took them to court, all of the boys together. The judge
told to one of the cadets, tell me what happened. That boy explained. And when he asked them
whether they have anything to add, the other boys said that they dont. (Each of them said) My
friend told everything. After this our children were arrested and taken to the Silivri prison.

After they were taken to Silivri prison they tortured our children for one week, telling them

146 In turkish ,,cocuklar means both children and boys/kids. I translated it according to the context in which it
was used.
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they were traitors. After one week some guards tried to fudge the issue by saying oh we didn’t
know you were just cadets, some of them said we got the order from above, we were ordered
to beat you, we had to beat you. So, the indictment was filed one year after 15th July 2016. It
lasted for one full year, for one full year it lasted. When the indictment was published my son
got very happy, he told me, mom, | got the indictment from the lawyer, | read it, its empty.
There is nothing there, anyway, we are not guilty of anything, anyway the prosecutor couldn't
find any evidence, anyway, he couldn't prove that we are guilty, there is nothing, he said, don't
you worry, he said, at the first hearing we will be freed, he said. Afterwards, the judge accepted
the indictment and after four months he gave the date of the first hearing. For this reason, our
children appeared in front of the court only after one and a half year and they were not set free.
Then there was second, third hearing, and on forth they got life sentence. Four hearings were
held. Two months passed between each. So you understand, in such a short period as six
months, they gave our children life sentences without properly hearing the witnessess, without
examining, looking into options that are favourable for our children, that serve as a proof that
they're innocent. He got the life sentence within one and a half year. Subsequently, we waited
for the judge to provide reasoned decision. Meaning, the judge will write the reasoned decision
and we will go to court. After one year they wrote the reasoned decision, that makes it two and
a half years. After that, we went to the appelate court, also at the appelate court we waited for
a year, and the appelate court affirmed the decision. Anyhow, appelate court is some sort of
affirmation centre. They look into the files, affirm all the coup cases they recieve and send
them further. The case waited one year at the appealate court, this makes it three and a half
years. If we think that our children are locked for five and a half years, that means that our

children' case has been waiting at the Supreme Court for two years.
Helena: So at the moment it is waiting at the Supreme Court?

Melek: At this very moment. For two years it hasn't been even taken from the archive. And
when it comes to the state our children are in - there is now forty people in the dormitories
intended for seven, the radiators are not turned on, there is no running hot water, they cannot
buy what they want from the cantine. They are getting sick and not being taken to the hospital;
my son broke his leg, they didn’t take him outside, to the hospital, boy made a bandage and
cured his leg on his own. When | would come for a visit his friends were bringing him in their
arms. He couldn't walk. My boy got better on his own. After six months or so they took him to
the doctor, and the doctor said — sorry, after two months, two months after he broke his leg

they took him to the doctor. They were constantly saying, there is no vehicle, we cannot take
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you, there is no doctor. After two months the doctor said, your leg was broken but there is
nothing to do, it has already healed. My boy treated himself in this way for two months.
Afterwards, during a match, again, he broke his ring finger, this one. Again, they didn't take
him to the doctor, again, he cured the finger on his own by making a splint out of the icecream
stick. This is just the my son's example. If we look at the others, there are some of our children
who were hurting, the ones who had inflammations, the ones who weren't taken to the doctor,
got therapy for one, two years. In the jail, our children are treating themselves on their own.
For example, he boy learns how to drain the pus, the pus in his tooth, in this way the boy drains
the pus, he heals on his own. For example there is a boy who suffered from stomack pain, and
only when he got internal bleeding did they take him to the ER. There was also a boy who
constantly suffered from headaches, they didn't care, one day the boy passed out in the
dormitory, got a brain hemorrage, for one week he was in a coma, at the intensive care, they
took the boy to the ER only when he got to the point of getting brain hemorrage and operated
on him. We have a lot of examples like this. Some of our children suffer from depression. Some
of our children need urgent psichologic help, they need to be admitted to psychiatric hospital
but for sure, they don't care for what is necessary for our children' survival, anyhow their goal
was to Kill all of our children on 15th July 2016, and I think they still hold that belief in the jail.
If you don't give them meals in a proper way, if you take away all those boys' rights...For
example, it was wintertime, Covid was at its peak, for two years they didn't allow us to do
contact visitation, they let us only do the non-contact one, just because, we will supposedly
bring Covid to our children from the outside, but although we haven't seen our children for two
years, our children still got Covid. Did we bring them Covid? We didn't do it, again, it happened
in the inside. Our children got Covid, they weren't given vitamins, they weren't given Covid
medication. It was wintertime, our children were getting sick, and if they are not taking
vitamins, what should they take — they have to buy fruits at the cantine and eat it, isn't that
right? But, they don't give fruits to our children. In this winter days they don't give them
oranges, mandarines, apples, they cannot eat them as much as they want. Our children' health
has severely deteriorated, they have lost weight, their sight has worsened. To give an example,
one of our children who had never wore glasses, now has 6 diopter glasses. The doctor said
that the eyes get lazy and the vision deteriorates from looking at what is nearby for six years
straight. You should go to the yard, look at what is far away, as far as you can see. So, you are
not going to look at things which are nearby, but far away. Alright, but when the boys go in the
yard they can still not look at what is far away, because they covered the yard with the wire.

They turned it into a cage, they even prevented the boys, didn't give them a chance to see the
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sky, they closed it with a wire netting. Now I cannot see any good intention in this. They pinned
an enormous coup trial to nineteen, twenty year old cadets and | think that they are seeking
revenge for all the things that had happened on those cadets. Because, two army commanders
of the land forces who headed the coup were both released and acquitted beforehand. Those
commanders had also gotten life sentences. While high-ranked commanders, colonels,
liutenant colonels are being released, acquitted on the account of unavoidable accident, the
cadets are not being released nor... our children are treated unjustly. They are constantly
claiming that boys stole the questions, that they are the sect members, if we want to use the
government’s term, they are claiming that our children are Gulenists and | said it numerous
times, and our children are saying — if you think that our children stole the questions, come,
let’s make, at this very instant, an exam with our children and the ones who have just been
admitted to the army, lets look, lets see who stole the questions, who entered the Turkish Armed
Forces without deserving it. Besides, our children did the university entrance exam while in
jail, after two years they did the entrance exam. Because for two years they denied them the
right to education, for sure they didn’t let them get in the exam, they didn’t give them books,
in every way they denied them the right to education, they were not giving to the boys even the
books that we had brought, they were not accepting them. In this way — by petitioning, saying
that our children want to study, that they cannot be denied their right to education, by
petitioning we managed to solve it. When our children sat for the exam after two years, they
entered within the first thousand, they entered with the highest score. Many of our children got
in some of the best universities in Turkey, I don’t know if you know them, Bosphorus
University, ODTU University, ITU, Law at Marmara University, they got in great universities
with the highest score. But unfortunatly, they deprived them even of those rights, they denied
them the right to education because they are imprisoned and for four years in a row we did the
registration for them, we, the families, every year we renew the registration and freeze our
children' studies, we were coming to university and freezing their studies by saying he will
come this year, he will come the next year, but a letter from the universities came to the prison,

they told them they cannot freeze their studies any more, that they lost their right to study.

Helena: They cannot now follow online from the prison due to Covid?

Melek: No, they don't accept it, the universities don't accept it because many of our children
got the places at the engineering. In the field of engineering there is a need for practical

education, they need to come there. It is not like law, you can study at law department just by
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taking exams, there is no need for constantly being there. But since the engineering requires
you to go there, they ereased boys' registration as they cannot go. In this way, unfortunately,
all of our boy's rights are taken from them. Anyhow, our children were kicked out from Turkish
Armed Forces, they were kicked out from school that they entered by working for it, by earning
it, and on top of it, the Ministry of Defence has filed a suit for damages against our children, in
the worth of, if | remember correctly, of nearly 5 trillion. And what was it for, on 15th July the
cadets supposedly caused damage to the Turkish Armed Forces. And now, who is the person
at the head of the Ministry of Defence — Hulusi Akar. As a mother, | trusted my child to the
Turkish Armed Forces when he was only thirteen. My child was raised in TAF from the age of
thirteen until the age of nineteen, | gave him to you for six years and you didn't protect my
child, you sent my child to his death, you didn't even say sorry, you threw him in jail and now
he is lying there for six years, you took away all of his rights, and on top of that, you are telling
to the mothers and their children, you started the coup and caused damage to TAF. The suit for
damages. | don't want to say something wrong, but | remember it was something close to five

trilion, if not I will ask my lawyer, it wasn't enough, they filed a suit for damages against us.

Helena: Why do you thing they did this to the cadets? | mean, why they didn't do it to people

of higher rank, but to cadets?

Melek: The cadets, they are poor boys, boys from Anatolia. There is nobody to hold their back.
They come from the poorest regions of Turkey, from the East, from the West, from the villages.
Big part of the cadets consists of boys whose families are not wealthy. How on earth could it
be that the families who are struggling to send their children money while they are in jail, for
whom it presents a financial burden to visit them, how on earth could they have an acquaintance
in political echelons that could save their child, or how on earth could they give to somebody
big money and in this way save their child. You know, the Gulenist market was founded, maybe
that was the question, some of those who have money, who have a person (they know), an
aquaintance, saved themselves by getting them, the JDP parlamentarians, JDP ministers to
intervene. Of course, as | don't know all of those by name | cannot accuse anybody of this, but,
I've heard about many instances, there are people who somehow got out of jail. We don't
possess financial means to get our children out of jail by giving money, and apart from that,
during the 15th July coup, our children were of young age, the people who planned the 15th
July coup probably included them for this reason. We'll shoot as those boys, they won't

understand what is happening, we will put the weapons in their hands, these will shoot around,
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kill a bunch of people, and we will come out of it as rightful. You saw, right? These cadets
killed people. In any case, these is what we call murderers. In my opinion, they thought in this
way. But in spite of everything, at the risk of death, our children didn't kill anybody, even
though they had G8 guns and 40 bullets each, they didn't fire a single bullet. The people who
came up with this plan saw that while they imagined more deaths, about two hundred and fifty
of our citizens dies, and constantly they are accusing our children that they killed those two
hundred fifty one of our citizens. | am saying, if I were only to count the bullets that the cadets
had, the cadets had about ten thousand bullets. Three hundred and fifty cadets. One cadet has
forty bullets, count it, how many bullets does it make in total. But, there is also people who
were killed by the bombs discharged by the pilots. There are people who were ran over by the
tanks. Apart from that, there were liutenents, mayors, officers in the street who had weapons,
and if we are to count their bullets and when we think that the officers had ten thousand bullets,
it would mean that there were approximately twenty thousand bullets that night, what would
amount to twenty thousand deaths. Isn't that so? So how come then two hundred and fifty one
citizen was martyred? Let’s say that cadets fired their guns, but then again, the balistic reports
were made for the cadets, the swab tests were made, all forty bullets, to the last one, were
handed over, and they couldn't find a trace of gunpowder on our children' hands. Do you
understand? It is clear and plain as this. Clear and plain as this. On top of that, at the scene of
event where my son was present there were hundred and sixteen cadets. Three buses. Them,
and four commanders they were with, from the people...they learned from the people that the
coup was happening. Now, they are singing Independence March with the people, you know,
Turkey has its Independence March, written by Mehmet Akif Ersoy, they are singing it and the
people are putting our children back in the buses, cheering ,,the glory to our soldiers®. After
our children got on the bus, around two thirty in the morning, they thought of going either to
the police station or to the school, you know, they're saying, bring us to the police station and
take our statements or take us back to the Yalova camp, but, unfortunately, from two thirty
until around seven or eight in the morning they don't bring our children from the scene of the
event to anywhere. They are keeping them waiting at the same place and not even the boys
know what are they waiting for. At that point they fall asleep, and around seven, eight in the
morning a bunch of people is being brought there. They bring plenty of people with stones,
sticks, knives, cutting tools in their hand. In the morning, that group strikes at our children’
buses, they are breaking the windows, shaking the buses, climbing the bus and stomping on it,
afterwards some of them are saying, throw the bus gas tank on fire, kill all of them — some of

them are yelling. And to this our children — at this moment, at the moment when this is
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happening, they have the G8 guns, they have forty bullets each — and dispite all that had
happened, they are not relying on their weapons they are hiding their weapons underneath their
seats so the people don't get even more agitated, they get up, hug each other and saying their
goodbyes, they are saying — my son told me this — we are not getting out of this alive, this
morning, right here, they are going to kill us. They are saying this and bidding farewell.

Now, are these boys traitors? Did these boys Kill people? Not to say that the people

said to the police who were present at the scene of events that the cadets didn't do anything,
there are videos, testimonies, but, unfortunately, despite all the evidence, despite this many
whitnesses, you gave our children life sentences.

Helena: And were there any soldiers who died at this instance?

Melek: Yes. They brought nine buses to the street that night and a helicopter. The helicopter
came to the Yalova camp site, took thirty seven of our children, and threw them out at the
Vodaphone, Dijiturk arena.They brought three buses — my son was also in one of them — to
Sultanbeyli. They brought two buses to the Orhanli Tolls and two buses to the FSM (Fatih
Sultan Mehmet) bridge. That is to say, they devided three hundred and fifty people in this way.
Because all the things started at the Bosphorus bridge, when people understood there was a
coup going on, they rushed there, of course. Our children who were there suffered a lot. Two
cadets were unfortunately killed, they cut their throats and broke all of the bones in their bodies.
In our view, those two cadets are martyrs (sehit). Their families looked for their children
everywhere, by their own efforts, finding them after twelve days in the morg. They wanted to
take them to their hometown and bury them there but they weren't given the coffin. They
weren't given the funeral vehicle. It was not allowed to recite sela. Because the imams were
given the order that they shouldn't recite sela for the traitors, that they shouldn't allow prayer
to be performed, the funeral prayer. After that they didn't want to give them the burial ground,
but the families of the boys had already bought family tomb and in this way they buried their
children there. Those boys weren't given the martyr status. One of them is Ragib Enes Katran,
he lived in Antep, | am still meeting with his family. That night he was twenty years old. The
other of our children who were killed is Murat Tekin, he lived in Izmir. I am still seeing his
family as well. In this way, the state didn't proclaim them martyrs, but we can be at peace, us
mothers, the people, and actually the state officials know that the cadets are innocent, but this
doesn’t suit officials’ book, that is, I think there is conflict of interest at stake, I think that we
cannot save our children because we are not very wealthy, because we don’t have acquaintance
in politic echelons. You know for every incident in every country there is a scapegoat it can be

remembered by — the cadets are the scapegoats in Turkey, the scapegoats of 15th July.
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Unfortunately, it was necessary to find the ones responsible, the guilty ones, they used our
children as a bait for this purpose. As a mother | couldn't bear staying silent. For three and a
half years | waited for justice to come, when | saw it wasn't coming, when they got life
sentences and the appelate court affirmed it, | made decision as a mother to take to the streets,
for two years | have been getting out to the street, | am trying to get my voice heard at all the
relevant places because for the first three and a half years they have been telling us that this is
a political trial, that we need to go to see the parlamentarians. For three and a half years we
have been going to the Parliament, we met with the parlamentarians from all the parties, to all
of us they said ,this is a political trial, wait, it will be resolved soon“, they said. But
unfortunately, instead of being resolved, the situation took the turn for the worse. Speaking of
which, although the opposition would from time to time mention at the parliament that our
children were innocent, none of the opposition parties have sent a lawyer to our hearing for six
years, our children were not listened to, that is to say, a disastrous event befall our enormous
country, our oposition, isn’t that so, there is a coup attempt, and you, you use the language of
this government, you are saying Gulenists, Gulenists. If that is so, if you had come to our court
hearing, if every party would have appointed two three lawyers, allright, one lawyer if you had
appointed, if he would have taken part in our hearing, listened to our children and in the end
wrote a report, if they would, instead of a mother, bring up in the Parliament how innocent our
children are, how they are not guilty. If they wouldn't have needed to hear it from me, but if
only had they seen with their own eyes our children' defence at the court, if only had they
looked at evidence that we had provided, in any case, they would see how innocent our children
are. But unfortunately, both the government and the opposition abandoned our children, they
left them alone. In this sense, | will surely not abandon my children, I won't leave them.
Wherever this might lead to in the end, | will continue doing everything what is in my power
for my children. Many people like you are reaching out to me, they want evidence regarding
our children, they want videos, they want indictment; | don't have anything to be ashamed of,
| don't fear anything, | don't have anything to hide. I am sending all the evidence, reports to
anybody who wants them, of course, to the ones I trust, not to everybody | meet, but to people
like you, who have youtube channels, who are journalists, | don't know, who is writing a thesis,
to people from other country, I am trying as much as possible to explain, be it at home or
abroad, how my child is victimized. | don't think of it as a burden, for this cause, | will devote
as much time as you want to everybody, anyway, this is my duty as a mother. What | mean is
that I will recount it to you, to another one who wishes, | will recount it to another one, and so

on, and in this way not only will | prove to the whole Turkey that the cadets are innocent, but
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to whole world. | proved it already. If | have even a trace of a doubt, |1 would refrain from
appearing at even one of the television programmes. Isn't that right? 1 would think whether
would they raise this or that matter, what if the boys are guilty of something and if I now appear
at that television programme, and if they raise that matter, how will | respond. I don't worry
about that. There is no question I don't have an answer to. I trust my children so much, I hold
their back and they are truly innocent. There is nothing that they have done wrong, as | said,

they were declared scapegoats.

Helena: Now, has your stance towards the army changed?

Melek: Of course it has changed, of course if has changed. Taha Furkan is my eldest son, when
this happened he was nineteen, twenty years old, and | became a mother when | was twenty. |
was young when | became a mother. We grew up together, | learned many things with him and
so, as | didn't get education, | have always wanted, not for me, but for my children to study.
Even after researching, as a mother, what would be the best, we in Turkey had always thought
that the most trustworthy institution in the country is Turkish Armed Forces. We had thought
so. But at this point we saw that Turkish Armed Forces are the worst institution there is.
Because (the institution) that has raised our children for six years and provided them education
— because, you know, TAF is a boarding school, the children don’t go to their homes — that is
to say, you gave your children when they were thirteen, fourteen years old, and when they were
twenty TAF declared your children traitors.

They declare traitors the children they had raised. Their commanders don't protect them. Hulusi
Akar sends a lawyer to our hearings as a plaintiff. Once I talked to him. I told to the honorable
lawyer, | said, Mister, I don't know if you're married or not, if you have a child, but think about
this — you have a child, you left him at the kindergarden on your way to work, on your way
back you stopped at the kindergarden to pick up your child and they are telling you that your
child is not there. What would you do, I said. What would you do. Whom would you bring to
account? You would bring the schoolmaster to account, isn’t that so? You would say where is
my child. Soo, who is the schoolmaster, the commander in chief of Turkish Armed Forces?
Hulusi Akar. While Hulusi Akar should have protected our children, he accuses them of coup
attempt and because | said that, he is filing a defamation lawsuit against me. Two times he filed
a defamation lawsuit against me, I won both of them, | was acquitted, and now | am waiting
for the third one. If he doesn’t get tired of messing with me, | won't get tired of messing with

him either. Because, my children are innocent, | am not saying anything wrong, | am saying
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that you should not bring the nineteen year old children to the account for the coup, but Hulusi

Akar. Isn't that so? Go and ask him what is going on.

Helena: And how did your private life change after that? You mentioned in one interview that
beforehand you didn't use to leave house very often, and now you are doing Justice March, as
a mother, you are doing everything for your son. Can you please recount how your life

changed?

Melek: So, I lost my mom and dad when | was very young, my grandparents from my father
side raised me. Since | stayed with my elderly grandparents — of course | am talking about forty
five years ago — we had very strong family ties, you couldn't go out to the street too much,
study, and so on. It was such a way of life and | am not judging it. That is to say, it was the
most that my grandparents could have provided me. And until I got married I didn't really go
to the market. Imagine. | was even prohibited from watching television. Anyway, | finished
elementary school, my granpa didn't let me attend other schools. He didn't let me study. After
that, 1 got married when | was nineteen and | became a mother when | was twenty. After |
became a mother — unfortunately my husband's culture was similar, the woman shouldn't go
out to the street too much, you should say to your husband what you need, he will buy it and
bring it. My life went on in that way. But than, | got a daughter after Furkan. How children got
older, how they started going to school, I also got out a bit. | took them to school and back, but
still it was the same, it cannot be said that | knew many things. | was regular, typical Anatolian
person who brings her children to school and back, watches over them so they do their school
work, makes them food, cleans the house. Unfortunately, after all of this happened, | have
reached the state I am now in, | am always saying, before that, | hadn't seen any police apart
from the traffic police. | hadn't ever gotten to the police station. | didn't have a reason to go to
the police station. | didn't know what court was like, | saw on television, on the movies how
the court functions, how it is like, I didn't know any law. But now, if you ask me the meaning
of some law, | can give you an answer, because for six years | have been reading my children's
files, checking evidence, doing research, in the end I am a mother, it is my duty to do it, to
know what is happening. Of course, at the very beginning | was struggling a lot, | am reading
the indictment and | don't understan one bit, | am asking my lawyer, what does this mean, what
does that mean, then after bothering my own lawyer, I call another lawyer and | ask him, what
does this mean, what is the punishment for this, is it necessary to write a petition for this...and

in this way | have come to where | am now. The injustices that had been inflicted upon our
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children urged me to start this fight. That is to say, it needs to be done and if I don’t do it, for
now it seems there is nobody else who would. Neither from the government, nor from the
opposition, not even from the cadet’s families, it seems there is no family which would do it

right now.

Helena: And does your husband help you with this?

Melek: Does my husband help me, essentially, of course, as a father, he is saddened because
his child is in jail, he also wants to do something, he sees what | am dealing with, yet he was
extremely worried when | started doing this. Because, as you know, people are being jailed
over one tweet, people are being jailed if they go out in the streets and say something. Since
people are being jailed for all sorts of reasons, he said of course, you're right, we have a child
in jail, but you have two more children a home, don't forget about them and act accordingly.
And 1 told him that anyways | am not commiting any crime, | am exclaiming my son’s
innocence, is this a crime? It is not, he tells me, but you know, the state doesn’t like those who
talk to much, they throw them in jail. If I have to go to jail because of this, I will do so, | told
him. I cannot get afraid and retreat. Anyway, haven't we reached this state exactly because of
this climate of fear, because of constant surpressing of people's voices? | am not planning to
shut up, I told him, I am willing to take all the risks, because otherwise, they won't take me
serious. Go to the parliament, they said, | went to the parliament, meet the parliamentarians, I
met them, go to the Supreme Court, | went, | met with them, so then, go to the judges, | went,
I met them, go to the Palace of Justice...At that time Metin Feyzioglu was the president of
Ankara Bar Association, | talked with him as well, nobody has presented me with a solution,
everybody is telling me your son is innocent, yes, | know, they are telling me how could the
cadets become putchists, allright, but nobody is helping me, giving me a solution. They are not
saying come, let's find a way and take those boys out of jail. I told all of this to my husband, I
told him, some people need to sacrifice themselves, this cannot be done if we are afraid. To be
honest, it was very hard for him to accept it. He still hasn't completely accepted it, one evening,
some days ago he again told me - | don't want you to appear on any television programme, |
don't want you to talk to anybody about this, stop it already, let other mothers do some work,
are you the only one who is a mother, and so on. But, yes, | am not the only mother, there is
three hundred and fifty mothers, those three hundred fifty cadets are in jail, but I am doing what

| need to do, and why am | doing it, | am doing instead of telling somebody to do it, let them
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do it too, let all of them do it. As if I did alot, there is no such thing, the boys are still in jail,

until the children get out of jail I won’t let this go.

Helena: And have you been discriminated for this reason, because your son is in jail and they

are accusing him of being a traitor, have you personally...

Melek: Our circle hasn’t labeled us as traitors, everybody said, we know how good and
purehearted people you are, we are trusting Furkan, Furkan is a very good child, in any case,
he could never betray his country, his homeland, but, to the fact that he is in jail, the neighbours
who are more supportive of the government said, it is not something connected to the
government, it is unclear, it is hard to tell one thing from another, be patient for a few years, he
will get out, and these sorts of things. So | am saying that my son is innocent, and those are
still saying, the government’s job is tough. Yes, we know, you are also right, but, the
government’s job is tough. So, they said things like this. But apart from this, there were no
accusations such as, you were anyways traitors, from the start, you were this kind of family.
We haven't been exposed to this kind of discrimination. But after | took to the streets, there
were many people who got afraid and cut contact with me. If | continue seeing Melek, I will
get sacked, if I am seen getting out of her house they will sack my child — many people had
this kind of fears and for this reason they stopped visiting us, they blocked my phone number.
But, this is not because they think we are bad people, it is because they are afraid of the
government. Because they threatened to fire every person close to us, they frightened them.
So, people stopped visiting us because they are afraid for their own children, but, it's not a
problem for me, | was ready to take all the risks, losing a few people, a few family members

for this cause cannot affect me, in other words, it is not important.

Helena: | understand. If your son gets out of jail while JDP is still in power, what will you thing

of JDP? What do you think about them now and will it change in any way?

Melek: Twenty years ago, when there were elections, we gave our vote, we supported JDP to
come to power for the first time because, in Turkey, we were deprived of some rights, because
there was no equality, because we are covered, religous people, we thought that the girls should
study even if they wear a veil, that the government officials should be able to work even if they
wear a veil. But in current situation, at this point, even if they set my son free, will the AKP be

able to give back to my son the six years that he has lost? That is to say, after this point they
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cannot change my opinion, not only did my son loose six years, but there is many people who
lost their lives, are they going to give those lives back? There is many people who died while
running from oppression, who will pay for the crimes purpotrated against them? If the JDP
grants amnesty, would setting free the people who are in jail mean that we are free from all of
their oppression? This is not possible. In my view, this is not possible. They cannot run away

from the responsibility for what they have done.

Helena: When your son gets out of jail are you planning to continue your fight?

Melek: Of course | do. Of course | do, because, as | said, before all of this happened | wasn't
involved in anything, to tell the truth, I didn't even follow the news properly. I didn't pay much
attention to what is going on in Turkey or abroad, but after this happened with my son | found
about the Saturday mothers, for example. People lost their husbands, their children twenty,
thirty years ago, some of them found their bones in the acid well, some of them are still
searching for the bones so there can be a grave, so, I didn't know this before. There was Roboski
massacre, thirty four people were intentionally killed, unfortunately, there is those poor people
people. There is now Emine Senyasar, whose husband and two children were Killed by the JDP
men in Urfa, and they threw one of her children in jail. Now, | believe that it is my duty to fight
for those people's rights, to stand by the side of victims. If my son gets released from jail, it
doesn't mean that justice came to this country. The oppression continues. That is to say, the
JDP goes, another party comes, but the oppression continues. We should be able to point to the
wrongdoings of a party, may that party be the one we had voted for. In other words, | cannot
approve of everything that a party does just because | supported them, just because I gave them
my vote. Whoever comes to power, maybe JDP goes, maybe it stays, | cannot know that, but

whoever else comes to power, we are bound to state their wrongs.

Helena: Would you call yourself a patriot? Has your faith in your homeland changed in any
way, or just your faith in the state and TAF?

Melek: Well, before this happened, | had it in me, trust in the state, nationalism, patriotism, but
a country where there is no justice doesn't feel as my homeland anymore. In this kind of
homeland you feel redundant. Because, now if they could, the trols, the people commissioned
by the government, they would kidnap them and drown them. At that time I sacrificed my child

for this country, at the age of fourteen I gave him to an institution like TAF, | told him, my
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child, if it needs to be so, you should become a martyr, give your life for this lands, for this
homeland, but the people of this land, the government of this country took the lives of my
children, two of them, and they are acting as if they want to take the lives of the rest of them.
Now, in that case, you don't feel safe in your own homeland. When the situation is like this,
when there is no justice, | would say that your homeland is where you feel safe, where you find
justice, where you live in peace and safety.

That is to say, even if it's not your home country, how much you might feel that you don't
belong there, justice is very important. Wherever you might be, the just approach is for me, at
this point, very important. The most important is that the innocent people are not tyrannized,
that the ones who are right and the ones who are wrong are separated in a just way. Of course,
the feelings | have now are different than the feelings that | had before. If my son would now
get out of jail and tell me that he will go to TAF, before I would tell him give your life, my son,
and now, [ wouldn’t even give a piece of his nail to the TAF. What life, I wouldn’t give to the
TAF an old shoe. Not only that, I wouldn’t give them one strand of his hair. Because TAF
doesn’t deserve my child. This country doesn’t deserve my child, the people of this country,
including the opposition that didn’t protect my child, don’t deserve my children. Because, when
my child was fourteen, fifteen, he was in the boarding school, at TAF, Turkish Armed Forces,
they were giving them a bunch of pencils, he would tell me, there are pencils left, they are
throwing them in the garbage. Bring them home, my son, I would tell him. State’s property
cannot be brought home, my son would tell me. Now you took this child and you proclaimed
him a traitor. What mother would at this point would entrust TSK with her child.

| have one more son, he is now fourteen years old. | always used to say, if only | had ten sons
| would give all of them to TAF. Let them work for this country, for this homeland, let them
give their lives. I learned my lesson in a very hard way, | talked big. I talked big. Now I think
this — I will not send my fourteen year old son to the army, never. That is to say, | will do

everything in my power to prevent this from happening.

Helena: And you said you're going to continue this fight once your son gets out of jail. Did you
plan to study?

Melek: 1 have been told this many times, they are telling me, Mrs. Melek you should study,
you should become a lawyer, yet, | am now forty five years old, | know the files of the boys
very good, | can explain everything very well, but, to be honest, | cannot think straight enough
to study, it is not that | haven't been through a lot of pain, or that | haven't gone through a lot

of stress, | forget a lot, and to be honest, | cannot find in me the energy and strenght for
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studying. But, in my opinion, it is not strictly necessary for a person to study in order to protect
people's rights. If I continue to show the necessary conscience, sensibility, | can continue to be

at every moment, at everybody's side. Inshallah.

Helena: | hope that you do, because you will do people a great favour.

Melek: So they are telling me, you could have been a lawyer, but in my opinion, I could have
also been a journalist, because | am writting on Twitter what is happening in the court hearings
and journalists use my Tweets to make news. (laughing). I am writing there about the events,
about what is happening, what they cannot know only by going to court, I am writing about the
events in a clear manner, you know, they don't even feel the need to ask me questions — did it
happen in this way or the other way, if it happened like this, what happened then — they directly
use my Tweets to make news, without asking any questions. It means that they don't have any
doubts left. . (laughing).

Helena: Means that you're talented.

Melek: I discovered my talents in this process.(laughing) Unfortunately, by living through a

very painful experience.

Helena: Unfortunately. And are you currently in contact with the other families, are you

organizing something together with the other mothers, perhaps with the Saturday Mothers?

Melek: I took part in the meetings of Saturday mothers one or two times, there is only one
family I am in contact with, to be honest, I am not in a close contact with the other ones, but, |
am in contact with the presidents of IHD (Foundation for Human Rights) - you know, IHD
supports the Saturday Mothers — | am in contact with human rights organisations. 1 am also
very close with some mothers, some families of the cadets, but there are also families | don't
like, I cannot help it, we are not on the same wavelenght, but this doesn’t mean we won’t see
each other, there are families 1 am bound to see, anyhow, there is three hundred and fifty
families, it is not possible that we all love each other dearly, that we get along well, and I am
also a bit sharp-tongued, frank person, not everybody can take that, for this reason, it is not
necessary for everybody to love each other. | am seeing the ones that love me and the ones that

| love.
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Helena: | just wanted to ask you, are you still in contact with those families that you mentioned
before, do you have their contacts, because | also wanted to talk with them.

Melek: Who?

Helena: Those families that you mentioned before...

Melek: Ah, the boys who got killed?

Helena: Yes, Murat Tekin...

Melek: Yes, yes, of course. | will send you their phone numbers. I will send you the number of
Murat Tekin's mother, the mother of Ragib Enes Katran is very old, she cannot really talk about
it, but there is his sister, she is dealing with this, I will send you her number too. There is also
his brother, I can also give you his number. There is also Recep Dinler who got killed at the
bridge. Do you know him?

Helena: I haven't managed to contact these families.

Melek: I am sorry, Burak Dinler, Burak Dinler. Five soldiers were killed at the bridge. I am
also in contact with his sister, I can send you her number. You can reach the families of other
soldiers who got killed through the sister of Burak Dinler. As far as | know, she is in contact
with them.

Helena: Thank you very much, because | talked to IHD and they told me that they don't have
their contacts.

Melek: With whom did you speak at IHD?

Helena: Now I don't know the exact name, | wrote to them, | wrote to IHD's Istanbul branch
and they told me that they are not in contact with those families.

Melek: Well, the Istanbul branch of IHD is dealing more with Saturday mothers, with the
Kurdish issues, I went there two times, they know me, but still, to be honest, they are not really
mentioning me too much on their Twitter account, everybody takes care more for their own,
they are talking more about the sufferings of their own people. That is a fact, nobody can deny
it, even if in this process people put aside their differences, it doesn’t matter any more whether
they are right wing or left wing, Sunni or Alevi, and even if they say we are always at your
side, there is always one group they focus more upon. There is one women at [HD, I don’t now
know who she is, now | cannot remember her name, |1 am in contact with her, for example, we
are following each other on Twitter, also with the president of the Ankara IHD, now | cannot
remember his name as well, you tell me to study law, how can I do it with this mind...

Helena: No, no, it is not a problem, it is from stress...it is not a problem. It is only that | will be
very happy to get in contact with the sisters or mothers of these people, | wanted to talk to them

as well.
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Melek: As | said, I will give you the phone numbers of the families of Murat Tekin and Ragib
Enes Katran, | will send you the phone number of the sister of Burak Dinler, the ones that you
mantioned, Eyip Kucuk and other families, as far as | know, the sister of Burak Dinler is with
contact with them, 1 am not personally, I hope you will be able to reach them.

Helena: Thank you very much.

Melek: Now, where is it going to be published, the things that | said?

Helena: I will include in my thesis what you talked about.

Melek: Which university?

Helena: University of Luxembourg. And if you want — | will write my thesis in English, | don't
know if you speak English, but if you don't, | can translate it for you, so you can see how I
wrote it. | will use what you said in a certain context — | am writing about memory, about
memory of 15th July coup and | wrote my first thesis on the topic of the official memory.
Melek: I would be very happy if you send me the English version of your thesis once you are
done with it.

Helena: If you want, | can translate or I can just send you the original.

Melek: Don't bother, I will get it translated, there is many people around me who speak English,
my daughter speaks it a bit, and my other son. My son and the others who are in jail speak
English very good, | will print it and bring i to him, I will show him too. | will tell him that you
wrote about this for your thesis, and my son will be very happy. | will deal with it in some way,
and also, they often reach out to me from abroad to give them information, but because I cannot
write in English, | cannot really explain them much, it would be nice if | had something ready,

if itis all right for you.

Helena: Everything works for me, you can use everything. | will do the transcription and the
translation of our interview because | need to write it in English, so everything that you said

will be in English and you can use it.

Melek: If there will be anything else you are wondering about, that comes to your mind, you

can write me a message and | will definetely respond to you

Helena: Thank you very much, because I have to talk to my professor and if I will need anything
else | would like to ask you, if its not a problem.
Melek: Of course, of course, any time you want, be it day or night, there is no problem, you

can call me.
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Helena: Because this is a process, | am now about to start and I will finish it after five months,
I can send you my thesis in full after five months, but before that I will write down what you
said and translate it and you can use it.

Melek: All right, thank you very much, see you, good night.

Helena: Good night, thank you very much.
Melek: Thank you.

11.2. Interviews with Ilker Kalin (excerpts from conversations)

Date: 28 March 2022
Place: Online/Zoom
Duration: around 1 hour

Language: English

| have to say, | am not a Gulenist. But this shouldn't be the way in which we need to defend
ourselves. “ I believe this diverts the attention from the main issue at stake in trials concerning
cadets and trainee officers. For example, it does not matter if the cadet is Gulenist or not, what
should matter is whether the cadet was involved actively and willingly in the coup attempt,
which is not the case for any cadets or trainee officers. This was evident in cadets' statements
(which are also crossed-referenced by their superiors™ statements) and any available evidence
in trials at which cadets/trainee officers have been sentenced to life. When | try to defend
cadets/trainee officers, people often imply, or directly say, that they are Gulenists to sort of
justify the punishments handed down. This is wrong at so many levels. To begin with, it is not
correct to paint everyone with the same brush collectively, without having any evidence.
Secondly and more importantly, being a gulenist is neither sufficient nor necessary condition
to be a coup-plotter. In Turkey, tens of thousands have been sentenced from 6 to 9 years for
being a member of FETO! (for being a Gulenist), not to life sentences! To put it shortly, there
is no evidence that cadets/trainees actively or consciously participated in any sorts of coup

attempts. This is how we should defend cadets and what people should be concerned about.

Before, | have looked at the world through security glasses, what mattered the most was
national security “When I graduated from the Turkish Military Academy as a military officer
in 2013, I was filled with national “pride” and had my “security” glasses on, like many other

military graduates all around the world. Back then, many issues were related to “security” to
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me. Looking back at the past, | often feel ashamed of my then-ignorance on the human rights
perspectives of world issues. However, | consider myself lucky to have pursued a PhD in
political science at Wayne State University, instead of serving in the Turkish Army, after
graduating from the Military Academy. Throughout my PhD education, | have trained myself
in peace and security issues with interdisciplinary orientations, covering legal, sociological,
and psychological aspects of individual and group conflicts. More importantly, | have grown
into a human rights advocate, breaking myself free of previous prejudices, biases, and
ignorance. The protection of human rights and improving conditions of persons, particularly
those affected by conflict, displacement, and state repression, now constitute the central
concerns of my research. This, however, comes at a cost in Turkey. Especially after the
attempted coup of 2016 in Turkey, the government has weaponized counter-terrorism laws and
practices to repress any dissent and oppositions at home and criminalized those who oppose its
practices. Without any solid or lawful reasons, | was dismissed from the military in April 2021,
like thousands of others, with an “administrative” decision after a four-year long trial alleging

me of terrorism related charges from which | got acquitted at the end.

In a very short period of time after starting my PhD program in the USA in 2013,,My whole
political and world views changed. It felt like magic. “In the US, I had the chance to be exposed

to different perspectives.

Before I never read about Kurdish issue, I just relied on what I heard. I thought ,.they are

separatist, terrorist ““. But then I started knowing the background of the issue. *

It was painful. First, | started thinking that my previous views might be wrong, and then |
understood they are wrong. Learning about the Kurdish issue was an eye-opener for me.
Reading about conflicts all around the world, I realized how ethnicity could be a source of bias
and intractable conflicts. As | read more and get to know more people with different
backgrounds, | believe | have broken myself of previous prejudices and biases. | could say all
these self-enlightenments was almost completed in 2014. Ever since then, | consider myself a
free person; free of any bounds that might bias my reasoning and world views. | took off my

“security” glasses, and put on “rights-based” glasses.
Now ,,I do not any longer belong to any nation, religion, or groups

Although I think friends and colleagues, as well as readings, that | had in the US had huge
impact on me, I would like to give myself some credit as well ,,I wasn't probably that extremist

| was open to change and | let other people influence me and change me in a better way
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“Unfortunately, I know people who become more protectionist after being exposed to different

views. Especially, when their national “pride” is harmed, many tend to become defensive.

Now I feel relieved. “ Although I am limited in many aspects in Turkey (e.g. freely travelling,
pursuing an academic career...), my mind is free more than ever. Although I was purged from
the military in an unjust way, | am glad that I am not in the military. | was looking for ways to
get out of it anyway ever since 2014.

For all these reasons, ,,Before speaking to a person I need to explain my story. I cannot just say
,1 used to be a soldier, and now I am not any more “. In Turkey, people, by and large, are
divided into two groups when it comes to the military: those who admire soldiers and those
who hate them. The former group thinks that soldiers have a holy duty and defend the nation,
therefore they are somewhat heroes. The latter group thinks that soldiers are fascists and
coercive tools at the hand of repressive state. When I meet new people, I don’t want them to
have either view about me, because | am neither a hero nor a fascist. I don't want to accept any
of this labels “My military background does not have any impact on my current world view,
maybe it is because | never actively served in the military after graduating in 2013. | just want
to be known as an academic who is interested in social movements, nonviolent action, and

human rights.

The NGOs, they are polarized, they don't really get involved. If you come to them with a

problem they will research it, but they lack self-motivation*

When | came there they didn't accept me right away, they were prejudiced against
me“Especially with [HD, after explaining my perspectives on military and human rights (as I

detailed above), | felt more accepted.
It is nice to talk to a foreigner, talking to families is quite depressing

My brother, he still takes pride in the nation. He is still that twenty three, twenty four year old
he was at the time of the coup. As if the life has paused there for six years. He has no idea about

the people on the outside. It makes me so sad.*

The soldiers, of course they mature, they grow old while in the jail, but it is as if life has paused

there

Once they are out | am going to try to talk to them, try to give them new perspectives.
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They don't blame the institution; they blame the people. They think of TSK as of a holy

institution. For me nothing is holy except humanity.

My dad, he lost his trust in the institution, for thirty years he served the military, now he hates
the whole country. Before, when | was studying and we used to talk over Skype, | would share
my views with him, I would tell him ,,dad, I don't want to get back to Turkey and serve the
army“and he would tell me ,,no, you cannot do this to your country, you should come, and

Serve your country

He would be depressed about why he believed so much in the institution. | would try to confort

him and tell him ,,It’s allright, now you know the truth”

Date: 1 April 2022
Place: Online/Zoom
Duration: 2:14:30
Language: English

02:21 My friend, I know him from military school. When we graduated, | went to United States
for PHD but he stayed here and he went to Iranian border, he served in the military and he is,
he was a very militarist person. In our previous conversation | said ok, | was a militarist, but, |
wasn't that militarist never in my life. So he was, like, ok, state security and everything, but he
was good at his job. He was very professional, even for military stuff he would read academic
articles, he would research how other militaries do this border security. He was good at what
he was doing, but he got purged as well. But, now | sense that he has a different perspective

now.

07:30 I really understand what you mean. Because, she and I, my mother, we all, probably we
all share the same feeling, but, then, when we put things into words, it might come out
differently, or we can perceive things differently, but inside we feel the same pain, inside we
feel the same, you know, those feelings, grudges. But when you put it into perspective, it can

come out differently.
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08:21 When you talk to Melek and other mothers, if they are coming from conservative
perspective, they have this belief in God. They feel like god will deliver the justice, and, that
is why they have been...not Melek herself, but other mothers, they have been reluctant to take
the power in their hands. So, they didn't do much because they were just praying, they were
just waiting. So one reason, ok, they don't have this political identity, they don't know how to
act, so they were just involved by chance. On the other hand they have this belief in justice,
they think that if you're innocent justice will come, but it doesn't happen unless you push it, in
authoritarian states. When | talk to parents | try to explain this, they nod when | tell them what
I believe, they nod, "yes you're right”, but when you ask them to join a strike, to join a
movement or have an interview with a journalist they say ok, we don't want to do this.
Helena: Your parents or in general?

llker: In general. My parents, they're open because they're not, they used to be more
conservative but now they're not definitely, they're more open minded, but...I don't blame that,
but I think this is one of the reasons why we don't get together, we don't have a common voice.

That's one of the reasons.

10:23 Actually one thing happened, after | had a conversation with you on Monday. | went to
a meeting and Gergerilioglu was there, so we weren't invited we just showed up. But, I
suggested something there and they all agreed. So we will have a protest on April 16. What |
said to you right now I said to Gergerilioglu, and I said, ok, | don't blame anyone, but they need
some leading. So, you are a figure, you're a political figure, MP, so you could do this better
than me. When | ask people to join me, they don't come, but if you do this, they will come after
you, and we will have a good crowd. And | will prepare the letter, and we will pick a
spokesperson and she will read our demands. Probably police wouldn't allow us to do this, we
might get beaten, we might get into custody for several hours, but we need to try this, and we
need to make this a ritual, you know, like every week, or every month, until they are all

released, what | mean by they, cadets, trainee officers, my brother.

12:18 It is like an experiment for me right now, | am studying academically social movements.
| have read a lot of cases around the world, how they organize, how they...so | am now going
to do this on mothers and fathers, on families of these cadets, we will see how it is going to
work out, but if we could pull this off, it would be good for people.

12:54 Helena: And are you afraid? Do you have any fear about it.
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llker: Now I don't have fear. Because, you are afraid of things that you don't know. I am not
afraid because | know what is going to happen. I am not afraid of getting couple of punches.
It's no big deal. (laughing) I had it before, so, it hurts for a day, so | am not afraid. They cannot
press any charges against me, so they can maybe, you know like, bluff, they can try to scare
me, but what can they do? So my family is in prison, and | am speaking for him. So, there is
nothing. Unless, | need to be careful with my words. If I go there and defend the whole thing,
defend Fetullah, his followers...what | want to say, you need to be smart, because Melek was
arrested and kept in prison for several months because she wasn't smart, when she went on
broadcast, TV show, she blamed everyone but Fetullah. So, that's not being smart. You don't
have to believe what you say, but you need to be smart when you're going public. You need to
be strategic. You can't say things you don't believe, you can be silent about things, but you
need to be smart and strategic. That's why | want to be in charge of the letter we will read, so
it will be very apolitical, very smartly and strategically written, so they cannot blame us for
terrorist propaganda. So, we are just family. That is why | am not afraid | know what might
happen. | know the worst case scenario. But, families are afraid because they don't know what
happens, they don't know what happens after you're taken into custody, nothing happens. |
stayed in custody for ten days, nothing happens there.

15:32 Helena: When did you stay in custody?

Ilker: Oh, I told you, | they opened a law suit against me, it took four years. It started with a
morning raid, so they took me into custody, they kept me there for ten days, then I went before
the court, they asked me, hey why did you go to US (laughing). Is it a crime to go to US? And
they asked me - did you visit Fetullah there, did you do this, did you do that, so | was like, why
do you have this assumption, do you have any reason to be suspicious of me, so of course, they
don't answer your questions, but, this stupid trial lasted for years and then | got acquitted at the
end, because there was no single evidence. If there was a slim evidence they would put me in
jail, because, they do this to people, | know. That's why we have thousands of people in prison,
and we have millions of people who have ongoing trials. We have these stupid things. I think
they try to muddy the waters.

17:26 Helena: So | did know that you were accused, but I didn't know the whole process, so
when was this year, when did they raid your house and take you?

Ilker: This happened after | came from the US. | came here in 2017 in January, six months after
the coup, because they cancelled my scholarship, they said, you need to come back.

Helena: So they cancelled even your scholarship.
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llker: Yes, because the scholarship was military backed. It's not about me, they cancelled
everybody's scholarship and they called everybody who are currently abroad back home. Most
people didn't follow this order. | will say ninety percent. They were afraid, or maybe they had
some affiliation with this movement. Maybe, | wouldn't come, because long before that |
decided not to come to Turkey, but when this thing happened, so, my brother was already in
jail, so I said ok, I need to go there, I need to see my family, if something's gonna happen...we
will see. So | took my chance, | came back. Nothing happened initially. Then, after, I think it
was in May, four months after | came 19:07 there was this morning raid, you know, they knock
on your door, but it was very early, six a.m. And there was two police officers, they said they
will take me into custody, | asked why, they say we don't know. (laughing) Actually, they said
something funny, they were supposed to home search, but they said - they were nice actually,
these two police officers, they were just bored of this regular raids, maybe we were lucky, not
all of them are that nice, as far as | know from people's stories, they said, we need to do some
home search and they looked, you know, looked around, and they said, can you hand your
phone and laptop, | said yes. (laughing) So, that must be a home search, you know, like, |
handed them everything by myself, and they took me in custody. During that ten days they
didn't inform me why | was in custody, | didn't know anything, I just waited for ten days. | was
just worried about my parents, because, this was second time for them. Yeah. But other than
that, I didn't feel anything because | said ok, this is some bullshit. And than | went before the
court. They said why did you go to US. | said - why are you asking this question, so am I the
only one in this country who went to US (laughing), | am asking, why am | here alone, | need
to see thousands of people lined up here so if they answer, | will answer too. And than, there
was this one statement from someone, they pulled out statement and said, ok, this guy said you
and this and this, this guy accepted that he was with this Gulen movement, and he wanted
discount on his punishment, he gave so many names he knew, and he gave some names he
doesn't know, so my name was included in his statement in this line. Line goes like this: "llker,
Ahmet, Mehmet, and like ten, twenty other people they went to US for education. | don't know
if they are connected to this movement, but | am suspicious of them being connected because
I know for a fact that Gulen movement was influential in this kind of critical positions.” 22:39 |
translated literally. (laughing). And I got so pissed off, | said, then, where are the other ten,
twenty guys that you listed. They didn't come to Turkey. So, ok, so its my fault that I followed
the order? (laughing). So, this was the only thing, they tried to impose on me. | said, this is an
assumption. You might get suspicious, | understand, but, you need some solid evidence to

really press this charge against me. | think | did a very good defence because | was so pissed.
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And there the judge, you list me on condition. They put travel bans, everything, | need to go to
police station every week to give signature and stuff, it went on for years, and than in past
November | got acquitted at the end, and even prosecutor dropped charges. He didn't demand
me to be punished. He said, there is no evidence for us to pursue this trial and judge's hands
were tied. Judge had to accept this decision by the prosecutor. So, then | got released. But, |
still have this travel ban. That's ridiculous because couple of months ago | went to Nufus, I
don't know if you know this institution, they give you passports. | wanted my passport back.
They said you have three restrictions, one of them was due to your judicial (status), it got
released, but you have two others, | asked them what are this two other restrictions, (laughing),
they told me "we cannot tell you". So, if you cannot tell me, how am | supposed to appeal,
where should I go, | asked them, where should I go, what do I do, I just wait, whom do | appeal
to. They said, ok, just write us a letter, we will send it to the "responsible™ institution.

Helena: Did you write?

llker: (Laughing) Yes. Because, you know, you have no other chance. You need to, you know,
like, follow with them, I know like, I think this is Ministry of Defense, one of them, because |
got purged. In law they don't have this authority over people, they cannot. This is a right,
travelling. If I don't have any trial, | should be able to travel. Now | am waiting the release of
these two restrictions, | think they will release them together, but it will take some time.
Because there are thousands of people in the same situation, and this requires a procedure. So,
once it is released | want to go to Europe. | am applying for jobs there, assistant professor,
NGO as a researcher, some think tanks. | haven't secured a job yet, but in the past two months,

I have applied to many jobs, maybe about thirty so far, and it's going very bad. (laughing)

27:47 Helena: | thought that the ban has been lifted in the past six years. So there is still people
who cannot travel outside of Turkey?

llker: Yes, and you don't know that until you go to the police to demand the passport.

Helena: So you don't get a notification?

Ilker: No, there is no notification because | know people, they have no trials, they're not KHKIi,
but you know, sometimes they say, | will travel to Europe, just for vacation, and when they go
to get their passport, they just realize they had been banned from travelling long time ago.
They're either a family of KHKIi or there are some procedures they're not aware of. Also, |
know people with passport, with active passport, and they buy ticket, when they're at security,

at the airport, they're not let.
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29:42 Helena: 1 am amazed how you seem chill. | would be freaking out completely because
it seems so claustrophobic to not be able to get out of the country.

Ilker: Yeah, it's so depressing. | think | am chilled because of my brother, because we have
some more serious concerns, so it puts your threshold very high so you don't get stressed over
these things. But, if | was only concerned about myself, I would be very stressed in this
situation. Even | feel bad about leaving Turkey, because of my brother. Even if | get accepted
by one of these positions | have applied for, I will second, third thoughts of accepting it. That's
why. | used to plan to go to the US, because | have more connections there. If | apply there |
would have a higher chance of getting a place. My supervisor and his friends, they offered me
a couple of positions, they said maybe we could talk to them and help you, but I don't want to
go to US right now because it is far, its costly, | want to be somewhere I could every month or
every two months, | should be able to come to Turkey, | should be able to afford that cost, and
I should be able to be close, to be nearby so that | can visit my brother, in case they need me, I
need to be there. That's why I don't want to go to US anymore. That's also another concern.
But, for myself | need to do this because my career stopped five years ago, and it's lagging me
behind, and if I cannot secure a job now, it would be harder next year and much harder two
years later. 31:56

Because, | try to publish, | try to do stuff independently, in this competitive job market you
need to be affiliated. You need to have salary. And because they ask you about your current
salary, because when they offer you a job they compare you with your previous employment.
My previous employment is the military, and I never actively served. On paper, | have eight
years employment, but four years | was in the US, doing my PHD, other four years | spent
maybe six months in the military, and rest of it | was suspended, so | was at my office home,
doing some irrelevant stuff to my position. | was happy with that arrangement, but employers
wouldn't like that (laughing).

33:09 Helena: And how was it now to visit your brother? How was the trip and everything?
Ilker: Trip was good, and this is the second time we visit him in Diyarbakir because he just got
transferred there two weeks ago. He says the conditions are better than the ones in Sincan
because now he is sharing the room with two other people, and previously here he was sharing
same room with fifteen other people. Now he has more space, he seems to be relived a little
bit. He's like "I have more space for myself right now". He was only complaining about lack
of space for himself, lack of space to put his clothes. So, in that sense, he is happy. But, other
than that, everything is the same, it's far away. For us its very...it's going to be costly money-

wise, time-wise to go there. | stayed two nights in bus just going and coming back. Bus takes
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like fourteen hours drive, and I only got to see him 45 minutes. But, | spent two days on the
road. But for 45 minutes. | was very...He has been in prison for almost six years, but this was
the most emotional | got. Now | understand people who are coming from other states. Because
when you're travelling you have more time, you're with yourself, with your thoughts, you think
about stuff. |1 have written down some ideas on the bus. But, when he was here, near us, we
would go visit him and | would come back to my schedule, and you know, get involved with
other personal stuff. It's now shame to say this out loud, but, | would forget about him more
easily when he was near. But now, | couldn't forget, | couldn't stop thinking for a minute in two
days of travelling. So, maybe this will push me to be more productive about campaigning on
their behalf, maybe | will do some advocacy work. So maybe | have some ideas now because
of that trip.

43:36 llker: When you talk to Melek and me, so we are already visible and we believe...it is
that we changed our mind, we don't believe in justice, we don't believe in the government and
we are standing against it, against the government. But, | don't know about other people, why
they don't want to become visible, are they afraid or do they still believe in the system, do they
have this "justice" belief.

47:24 llker: 1 know people coming from judiciary system, but military judiciary. Before the
coup we had military judiciary and civilian judiciary, now there is no, they purged everyone
and they closed military branch, they will give you some perspective. Because, if this trials
were pursued in military judiciary system, it would be very different. Because, they
wouldn't...even the worst judge from military wouldn't put the blame on the cadets. Because in
the military, they are at the bottom of the hierarchy. This chain of command in military terms.
Chain of command, they have no authority, they have no power, even if they're are willingly
and consciously involved, they wouldn't be charged. In military, as far as | know, if something
happens, if an accident happens in a military unit, the chief commander is responsible for that.
When a military prosecutor comes to the scene, he will question, interrogate the chief. Even
though he is not there, he didn't know, he is responsible of his subordinates. That is the rule,
but the civilian authorities, they know this too, they didn't take this into consideration when
they give verdicts.

Helena: Or they willfully ignored it?

llker: (laughing) Yes, that's true. But, some people say: "nobody is putting a gun to your head,
you don't need to follow orders”. But is it? | don't understand it as a person. Let's say, | am

threatened, | have two options, | will either sacrifice myself, or sacrifice thousands others that
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I know who is not guilty. So, | would just sacrifice myself. And these people are in high
positions, they're sometimes, like, chief commanders, they're high judiciary, judges. | don't
know how they cannot have courage to stand up. It doesn't justify it for me that they're just
following orders. They're are just covers or they have no principles. 50:26

1:08:31 Ilker: Hopefully, once your thesis is over, | hope these young people get out and we
can talk about some more positive things. (laughing)

Helena: I don't know, anything like very light, what music do you like for example?

llker: Yes, you don't ask those questions anymore.

1:29:46 In Tunisia, government did not discriminate on repression. (laughing). They repressed
everyone, like Turkey. Anyone who speaks up, it doesn't matter if the person is a secularist or
a religious leader, and they got repressed. And when they put those opposition in jail together,
they got a chance to get to know each other, leftist and rightist, extremist and secularist. And
they said - we are alike, why are we fighting each other, we have a bigger enemy, so let's fight
it. And Tunisia had democracy after social movement, and Egypt didn't have that. Because,
opposition was polarized in Egypt but not that polarized in Tunisia, they could cooperate on
things and they could compromise on things. (...)1:30:54 1:31:11 | believe in the last five years,
government's fault, from their perspective of course, they did not discriminate, they repressed
everyone, leftist, rightist, Gulenist or not, so they didn't want any opposition. But, now
opposition's coming together. Even look at the political system, there are six political parties,
who has different political agenda but they can come together against Erdogan. So, now,
Erdogan is going to loose because of his strategy of repression. If he only isolated Gulenist, of
course it would be worse for us but, so that group could get isolated and opposition would be
fragmented.

1:32:23Helena: Do you think that this case, of your brother and of the cadets, combined with
KHKIi could produce a basis for a new oppositional block? This was my question to everybody,
and | got many different answers actually. Not many people were as optimistic as you, some
of them are more, and some of them are less. | saw it, for me as an outsider seemed as a big
potential, but | am an outsider. (...) But, what do you think, could it be a basis for opposition?
llker: I don't have a very straight answer, I talked a lot, maybe you could find something from
there. | am both optimistic and pessimistic about this. When | look at this group, target group,
especially coming from Gulenist background, or allegedly gulenist background, I don't want to
blame anyone, but, this group sociologically their education, their worldview, previous
worldview, most of them are not ready to take things into their hands. There is that theory,

social theory, social justice. Do you know that? There are studies, they do some interviews,
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they ask, they make questions - some people have beliefs, not religiously, but some people
have this justice belief. They feel like if there is a superior justice system, in universe, so justice
always prevails. Most of them have them - some of them religiously, some of them spiritually,
some of them politically - belief in justice. So that's what prevents them from getting engaged.
And overall fear its another layer which makes already complex situation even more complex.
But, I am optimistic. Because, even the most conservative, even the most pro-state person,
people with "security glasses" as | put it earlier, they have changed, significantly, they have
changed. From now on | am optimistic about these people. If the government changes, and we
have a new system, you know, like a better democracy for example, those people who got into
jail, or whose relative got into jail, or went through a trial process, accused of, all of us accused
of being terrorist basically, those groups wouldn't be easy to manipulate anymore. They
wouldn't be manipulated by government, any government propaganda. They would be careful
about labeling people as terrorist, they will be careful about saying, ok, well-deserved, for those
who got into jail. It could be leftist, PKK, anyone...they would feel, ok, what if the person is
innocent, because they have this first-hand experience. They all say, ok, we are innocent, we
didn't do anything, but nobody believed in them, so they would have this from now on. This is
good for our democracy. Although they wouldn't engage actively, | don't expect from this group
to be civic citizen, active civic citizen, who speaks up her mind, or engages in civil society. |
don't expect that active participation but | expect that passive resistance, passive consciousness.
They will be aware of things, although they don't get involved actively. 1:37:57

1:40:20 We were very silent until recently. Because, we believed in justice. So, | was expecting
in the final verdict - ok, it took like four and a half years - but finally they will release cadets,
trainee officers because there is no evidence showing otherwise. But, when my brother got
sentences, aggravated life (sentence), | was so shocked. | was stupid to be shocked. System
that kept some person for four years of course could take this further. You know, it is the same
system. So, what did | expect? And then, after that, it was wake up call for me. Before that, we
have tried some passive things, we have, | have talked to parliamentary members, so I tried
some formal mechanism, but after that (I realized), so we have to take this matter into our own
hands. So, if we don't speak up, nobody would do this on behalf of us. I reached out to New
York Times, Washington Post...I was writing to everyone, so one guy said ok, | am giving you
a number, call her. And she was Carlotta, and she is correspondent for New York Times in
Istanbul, so | phoned her number from New York, not from here. (laughing) | was crazy,
writing to everyone, and then, we started becoming more visible publicly. | think we need to

do self-criticism as well. Everybody believed in justice - maybe not to that extent, ok - but at
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least for cadets, we didn't think they will be punished. You know, they were so young, they
had nothing to do with it, so we were optimistic about them until hearing about the final verdict.
But now that I hear myself, it is not enough to get the cadets and trainee officers out. Ok, for
now | focus only on that because this is a personal, family matter for me. But, once they're out,
it doesn't mean justice, that we bring justice, or justice prevails. There will be other people.
Some people - ok, you can be a higher officer, but you can still have nothing to do with the
coup, right? But, it is very difficult to talk on behalf of them. Now, if you go to street and
protest, and say "I am advocating on behalf of cadets" people wouldn't...people would
understand, even the general public, they will say "ok, cadets, ok they are 68renci, they are
students", but if you say, ok, you're son of a colonel, and you go to the street and say "My father
was a colonel, he had nothing to do with the coup” people will maybe attack you. Next step,
I'll need to do something about them as well, because, why would we keep someone who has
nothing to do with coup, either cadet, or a general. So, that would be next step, but it's very

early to talk. I have my priority, so one step, one baby step at each time (laughing). 1:44:27

1:44:30 Even if we cannot talk about justice, people shouldn't...When | talk to families, I say -
because they complain about past five years, past five six years, and they miss, like, pre-coup
period. | said no, now you're not talking sense now because repression, oppression and human
rights violations have been present in Turkey way before we were subjected to this. Don't long
for that old days. That old days, there were people in jail, if you're thinking, you are now more
conscious, you should be opposition to the government, and government's practices, always.
From, now on, for example, | will always be an opposition, it doesn't matter who is in charge,
who is in power, if you're human rights advocate, you should always place yourself in
opposition, regardless of who governs. Because, even the most democratic country isn't perfect,
so we need to fight, always, to make it better. It is hard to understand. But, | have this feeling,
once people have their personal justice delivered, they will be out of the game, they will be out
of the struggle. Because, we know, in this past five, six years, there were people who got out,
even cadets, are they in the struggles? Are they with the families? Are they defending (them)?
No. Maybe some of them, but this is the problem. The government just silences you by
delivering your son, for example. So, here is your son, stop protesting. And it will work,
unfortunately, it will work for this people. And that's why we have this pending justice for
years. They are not in this for injustice 1:46:45, they're in this for their families. Ok, |
understand, this might be a priority, it should be a priority, but it shouldn't be the only

motivation. Otherwise, this is a viscous cycle that will repeat itself decades after decades. In
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Turkey, when you talk to people, in Turkey they say, this is Turkey, one group goes in, other
group goes out, it will repeat, so your time will come, and your family will be out. But, from
now on, | will never be happy, because, | know the behind-the-scenes, | know the practices of
Turkey. | will be happy to see my brother out, but that moment of happieness will be very short.
Then I will say, ok, now its not over, because we just won one battle, but there are many, many
more to fight.

1:47:57 Helena: What | want to ask you, maybe it is a very straightforward question, but, why
do you think it's worth fighting for your country? (...) Why is it worth it to make your country
better?

1:48:23 llker: Do you think I said "fighting for my country"?

Helena: Yes, actually. I mean, you're not fighting for it as a soldier, but you're fighting for a
better Turkey, right?

llker: Yes, because, since | am here. Where | relocate to somewhere else - now | am trying to
go, for example, | was talking to my friend yesterday, and I am looking for jobs in different
countries. For example, if | go to Scotland, there is...I said Scotland on purpose because there
is this NGO, who looks after families of prisoners, and they do some psychotherapy. | said, If
| go to Scotland, for example, | would sign up for their voluntary work, 1 will find a pen pal, a
prisoner with whom I can communicate, exchange letters, I want to touch upon imprisoned
person's life, | want to help people. So, my struggle will be for the whole community. But,
when | talk specifically about Turkey, it's not that ok, Turkey should be great, | know the
people, | know the community, we need to have this local momentum everywhere. For me it is
not more important to fight for Turkey, than to fight for Ukraine, to fight for England. It is the
same. Wherever 1 live, | will fight for this same community. Those family ties, I use them to
mobilize. | try to talk to people, talk people into this perspective so they can locally mobilize,
they can...Maybe we can create a bottom-up movement to demand justice. Other than that,
please, not for Turkey. Actually, personally, I hate Turkey more then any other country, and
this wouldn't change, | might be biased. There is no reason to love a country, and of course, the
same logic applies to opposite, there is no reason to hate a country. But, | am biased in that
sense, because these people, they hurt us. The government and the people. Ignorance of people
was the motivation for government to take further their repression. For example, | will never
become a government employee anywhere in the world. I will become either an NGO employee
or independent, somewhat independent, nobody is fully independent, | understand that, but
somewhat independent institutions. I will never work for government, ever again. | don't find

fighting for a country or people very valuable, | find fighting for immediate family and friends
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valuable, because you know them personally, you cannot detach from your emotions, | want
them to be in good conditions. It would be a relief for me, before | leave the country, if | see
my brother, my family politically conscious and in good health, 1:52:24 | would be happy, but
| still have other friends. But, not for the country, for the people | know.

1:52:41 Helena: | am sorry. This question was on purpose controversial. I didn't mean to make
you agitated.

llker: (laughing) Yes, you got me going, because | was like, | need to explain myself because
otherwise, once your questions made me feel "ok, | represented myself opposite, | need to
correct this, and it got me going and going". | feel fooled. (laughing)

Helena: Noo, it was just to explain it completely, because what you said until now it could
sound like that you're fighting for your country, but in different means. | don't want to fool
anybody.

llker: 1 am joking (laughter)

Helena: It's just that | don't want to get anybody agitated. That's why | am explaining my
question (laughter).

1:55:26 llker: No, no. I am not mad. By now, | think you understand me a bit, personally. |
have this guilt coming from my past. In our first conversation | explained this to you. So, |
don't want to be known as that person anymore. So, anything that triggers the same perspective
makes me alarmed, not angry, alarmed. Because, | am not that person. Do | still give that vibe?
So, this makes me... I will give you a personal example if you don't mind. So, | told you I had
an Iragi-Kurdish girlfriend, when | went to (US), and she influenced me, but influence
happened after we broke up. So, it wasn't a long relationship, it was very short. During this
period, we had some arguments. So, it wasn't the center of our relationship, it just comes to my
mind from time to time. For example, Armenian genocide. When, she said Turkey committed
a genocide over Armenians, | got angry. | just (said) - "No, Turkey didn't do this." I tried to
produce counter argument to defend my nation. (laughing). And, so, back then I was a believer,
and she mocked me believing in god. So, I got offended. So, | wasn't religious, but | was a
believer. | said, why do you do this. There were several other topics | disagreed with her back
then. So it was a short term relationship. After we broke up, after several years - several months,
| got to read some other stuff, I met with other people, and within very short time, within a year
or something, | became atheist, | became more in line with her views, then my previous ones.
But, since then we didn't talk. It was two weeks ago, | texted her. | said, how are you, can we
have a very short talk. So, | wanted to apologize to her. Because, | don't want to be remembered

as a person who is patriotic, who is nationalist, who is religious. This makes me uneasy. So,
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that's why, | am very, particularly careful about my new image. | know, this is not normal,
because | carry this guilt from the past, so | want to explain myself clearly. So, you know this
from our first meeting. So, whenever | sense that people misunderstand me, or | misrepresent
myself, | need to clarify it. | cannot just let it go. Even with that girl whom | haven't seen, or
spoken to for six, seven years, | texted her couple of weeks ago, just to have five minutes
conversation. | just want to say, ok Anna, you were right, or, it is not a matter of right or wrong,
now | believe the same way that you believe, I just want to get this out of my chest, and, sorry
if 1 made you uncomfortable during our conversation, | don't want you to remember me as that
person now. So, that's it. | just wanted five, ten minutes closure about my past. It has nothing
to do with her, this is no good for her, just out of the blue message, but it is really important to
me.

2:00:34 If I am uncomfortable, I will just talk and talk. | need to present myself clearly, this is

important for me. So, | do this for myself, to repress that guilt from the past.

Date: 19 April 2022
Place: Online/Zoom
Duration: 1:55:13
Language: English

09:03 So we are wearing a blue ribbon (...) that is going to be the symbol of our movement.
And the story behind it comes from Bugra Baldan, remember | think it was my first email to
you, he wrote a letter, Blue Ribbon, and basically he was saying, because he was a very
successful pilot candidate he won three awards in the US and then when he came back to
Turkey in 2015 he was praised by everyone here in Turkey, and he was on TV shows, not
himself but his picture and Fox TV which is one of the mainstream media who is the only, you
know, opposition, they displayed a blue ribbon, for a whole day, just to appreciate Bugra's
successes and | said. Ok, we are proud of our pilot, so blue represents sky, and because they
are coming from Airforce and airforce is also accociated with blue color, and Bugra is saying
in his letter, once | was wearing this blue ribbon on my shoulder, proudly | was carrying that.
Now that blue ribbon is tying my hands like a handcuff. 1 want you to help me untie this and

let me put it back.
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13:41 They are always supporting us behind doors, not in an open area.

16:56 Gergerilioglu vs CHP

18:40 We wanted to have a quiet protest, without any trouble. Because subjects are old people,
parents, mothers and fathers. (...) So we wanted to have a press statement and just leave the
scene.

30:14 We were sitting there at IHD, and everybody like, all the moms were like, oh our sons
are not terrorists, so we love our country and bla bla, and there the other activists, other
members of IHD, they were hearing what they were talking so they're accused of being
terrorists too. But, when the mothers of cadets, it wasn't their intention, but when they defend
them being the lover of this country, having a pride in the country, we are kind of side-lining
them, the IHD members. Because ideologically, | feel closer to IHD, but with families, I'm
sharing the same faith. And then | said, please, it has been six years and we are also accused of
being terrorists, so now we understand what terrorism means, and this is very subjective topic.
Please, just avoid using the term terrorist, terrorism, because these terms can be weaponized,
can be used, and this is the dicriminatory, polarizing rhetoric. So, what is terrorism, who is
terrorist? We are not here to define who is terrorist and who is not, because we don't except the
term itself. (...) Yeah their perceptions have changed, but language comes after perception. It

needs more training, more awareness more education.

33:30 I said, ok I am not a vatansever, | don't like my country, so, can you justify that | can be
sentenced to life term in prison. So, this shouldn't be the defense statement we are. We can just
say: are you saying there is a coup, and can you prove that these students were involved?
38:48 My mom said | don't like this country, | don't like this terms terrorism, terrorist, if there
is a terrorist it is the state itself, the state is terrorist, my mother said (...) and then several moms
reacted, no don't say the state is terrorist again, devlet, don't say, you have to differentiate
between state and the government, yes the government is bad but, we love our state, vatan,
devlet.

42:23 Cadets and trainees are also KHKIi, because they have been purged, as well. My brother
was listed in either first or second list. After the coup night, next morning, my brother came
home, he was safe and he came home. He was frightened though, he didn't understand what
happened. And then he stayed at home for next twelve days until 27th, and every day he called
the base to reach out to their commander, to say are we supposed to come back, can we go to
our training, so they were so naive. So they were still thinking so they could continue their

training, pilot's training. And then on the day, 27th a commander called them and said, there is
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prosecutor here, he wants to take your statement. So, they just got on their cars and drove there,
by themselves. Because they didn't think they will get arrested, so they will give a statement,
they will tell what they saw, what they heard, that night what happened from their perspective,
and come back home. So, that was their, and also our expectation. So he left the home and my
family was having dinner, it was dinnertime, 8 p.m. And there was the news, this list, KHK
list. And it was | think first time, it wasn't second, it was the first time, what is this, and my
father is also an ex soldier, he said, oh, so many people got purged, | need to see this list to see
if | know anyone. He has been in the military for thirty years, he will know so many people,
and he started the list you know, from the beginning, and then, oh I know this, this one got
purged, | need to call him to see if he is ok, he was just going through the list and then he saw
my brother. And at that moment, just two hours ago he went to give a statement, but he was
already purged. How is this possible? So then we started to get worried. So they were on the
KHK list, and they were among the first ones that got purged. That's why I said in my speech,
yes, they are also KHKIi, but they cannot represent themselves here, I am here to represent
them as a brother, as a friend of cadets and trainees.

48:51 For us to be there is strategic, because we couldn't organize as families (...) We want to
do more radical things, we want to see more immediate actions, we want to see more sincere
actions. (...) But still we need to cooperate, we don't have anyone else to cooperate with.
51:40 So we are very loosely connected, through me for now, as far as | know. I am connected
to KHKIilar, and when I was first included in their group, in Whatsapp group, they wanted me
to introduce myself, (...) I said, | am in the same situation as you, but, | am not here to defend
my rights, so thats the last priority for me, I am here to defend the rights of cadets and trainee
officers.

1:01:42 Now, against the constitution, and constitutional rights, director of the Interior
Ministry, they released the statement, after the coup, they declared the regulation and said, you
have to take the permission from vali, for protest, press statements and stuff. So, for our
gathering we didn't get the permission from the vali for that gathering.

1:06:35 Several lawyers warned me, that, you should be careful, you should be at the backstage,
don't be on the front, because there were several occasions, families in Istanbul they wanted to
protest, police detained mothers and fathers, they kept them several hours, but when they detain
ex officers, they kept them longer, and they try to associate with bigger framework, so maybe
I will step back.

1:16:43 "For you to see the repression, you need to be direct subject of the repression.
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1:18:19 If you want to get to the bottom of this issue we need to talk about terrorism. So what
is terrorism? Who is terrorist? Because it is very easy to be a terrorist in this country, to be
known as a terrorist. (...) This is for all countries, every spectrum of society is very securitized,
you know US, European Countries, they all do this, they securitize the public platforms. When
we talk about security we talk about terrorism, counter-terrorism, but when we talk about these
issues we don't talk about human rights, so like, as if those are separate, when we are done with
these we can talk about human rights. But human rights violations often exist on the pretext of
counterterrorism.(...) Being a terrorist is enough to justify anything. I don't care if he is a
terrorist, if he is a monster, do you have the right to kick somebody (out of the plane)?
1:24:17 People now, after Gezi protest failed, government used all sorts of smart repressive
tools to fragmentize the civil society, opposition, passed pseudo-legitimate laws, to instil fear
in the society. Now it is people, those who are critical of government's actions, they are sitting
at home, complaining. Especially after the coup, everything is terrorized, people do not trust
each other (...) they don't trust the government either, it is not a democratic country anymore
where you can seek your rights, legal rights. (...) If you're purged, if you're KHK'li why would
your relatives stop calling you? This is the reason of why we cannot have that momentum
again, because people, even those die hard AKP supporters, they know that even a slight
deviation from government's rhetoric can, government actions might put them in danger. So
this not the trust in the state, this is distrust in the state. So people are very afraid. This didn't
happen overnight, so this is systemic repression, but not just overt, but covert repression. They
put a democracy facade, to appease the West, and some grassroots, AKP support as well, |
think the fear people have is the main reason we cannot have that momentum again. And as
KHKIilar, as trainee officers we cannot be the engine of this movement because we are very
marginalized, so we are at the point of defending ourselves of not being terrorists, so we cannot
be the engine, there is no engine that can push that kind of momentum right now.

1:33:24 As the answer to rising authoritarianism around the world, we need to empower
womens rights and LGBT-Q rights groups.

1:34:25 For IHD, they say, ok identity doesn't, they don't care about the identity but there are
some, when you look at the practices, there are some discriminations, based on ethnicity, based
on ideology, but womens groups are not concerned about this. They are not there for Kurds or
Turks, they are not there for leftist, rightist. So this is a common ground where many people
can cooperate. For a social movement to work, we need diversity, we need masses to
participate. And in past two years, nobody except women could take to the streets. Even last

week there were thousands of women protesting government in Istanbul.
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1:51:57 There is justice, but not for homo sacer, just for the acceptable citizens. (...) We need

justice for terrorists too.

11.3.Interview with Ali and Kezban Kalin

Date: 2 April 2022
Place: Online/Zoom
Duration: 0:54:12
Language: Turkish

Helena: Sey soracaktim, bu konusmamizi kayit edebilir miyim? Sadece transkripsyonu yapmak
icin ve terciime etmek icin ¢iinkii Ingilizce yazacagim tezimi.

Ali: Evet, evet, tabii ki kayit edebilirsin, bizce bir sakincasi yok yani. Hi¢ endise etmeyin o
konuda.

Helena: Ciinkii, sadece bunun i¢in kullanacagim.

Ali: Yok, sorun degil, sey yapma sorun degil. Kaydedebilirsiniz yani.

Helena: Ve soracagim bir soru olursa, cevap vermek istemediginiz bir soru olursa, bana
sOyleyin, hi¢ problem degil.

Ali: Tabii ki, bunu gegelim deriz, veya o konuda bilgimiz yok deriz, mutlaka sey yapariz yani,
bilmedigimiz seylerde sey yapmayiz, tabii. Goriis bildirmeyiz yani. Belki yorum yapabiliriz,
ama gOriis sey yapmayiz, yani. Hi¢ bilmedigimiz konularda hi¢ konusmay1z.

Helena: Anliyorum, anliyorum. Ilker'le ¢ok konustum ve onunla gurur duydugunuzdan
eminim, milkkemmel bir aragtirmaci, gercekten.

Ali: Evet, aym sekilde, cok memnunuz ilker'den.

Helena: ilker bahsetmisti ki tiim kariyerinizi TSK'da gegirmissiniz. Sorabilirsem eger, niye
askere gitmeyi karar verdiniz ve ogullarinizin gitmesini istediniz? Ve, bunun yaninda, simdi
TSK hakkinda ve genel olarak askerlik meslegi hakkinda ne diisiiniiyorsunuz?

Ali: Toplam 34 yilimi Tiirk Silah Kuvvetlerinde gegirdim, dort yil askeri okul, 30 y11 da meslek
hayatim. Yani, 1981'de bagladim, 2015'te emekli oldum. Ayrildim. Ve memnun ayrildim, yani,
ac1 tatl bazi hatiralar oldu, ancak meslegimi de yapmaktan memnundum, o dénemler i¢in. Zor
yerler oldu, daha kolay yerler oldu, ona gére bir sekilde, tath bir sekilde yasadik yani. Ilker de,
Alper de, kendileri istediler, kendiler arzu ettiler, kendi istemeleri, arzu etmeleri, biraz da i¢inde
bulundugumuz ortamin etkisinden kaynaklandigin1 diisiiniiyorum. Yani, devamli askeri

ortamda, devamli askerlerle i¢ i¢e olunca, ister istemez bir merak uyandirtyor, bir sempati
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uyandiriyor, ondan dolay1 hareket ettiklerini diisliniiyorum. Onlar isteyince, biz de onlarin
gelecegi dedik, kirmak istemedik, yani ne istiyorlarsa o olsun diye diisiindiim. Yoksa benim
veya esimin onlarin meslek se¢imi konusunda bir zorlamamiz veya tesvigimiz veya bir seyimiz
olmadi kendimizde yani. Ama iste sadece i¢inde bulundugu ortamdan kaynaklandigini
diisiiniiyorum, yani. Onlarm o ise heves etmelerini yani. Iste su an tam tersi, hi¢ heves
etmiyorlar, seyi gordiikten sonra yani! Ne bileyim, aradiklarin1 bulamadiklarini igin.

Helena: Ve su an siz TSK hakkinda ve askerlik hakkinda ne diisiiniiyorsunuz? Yani
diisiinceleriniz degisti mi?

Ali: Yani, diisiincelerimiz tabii ki degisti, ¢linkii Tiirk Silah Kuvvetleri kendi personele sahip
¢ikmadi, yani, o ben emekli olmadan énce bu sekilde degildi TSK diye diisiiniiyorum. Oyleydi
yani ic¢inde bulundugum doénem, ama Ozellikle 15 temmuzdan sonra bazi st riitbeli
komutanlar, amirler, sirf kendilerini aklayabilmek veya kendilerini bagka ortamda
gosterebilmek i¢in astlarimi sey yaptilar yani - nasil sOyleyeyim - hice saydilar, sahip
cikmadilar, onlarin masum oldugunu, onlarin su¢suz oldugunu, onlarin herhangi bir darbeyle,
darbe girisimiyle, veya iste, anayasal diizeni bozmakla alakali ilgilerinin olmadiklarini ¢ok iyi
bildiklerini diislinliyorum. Ama, kendilerini korumak, kendi mevkilerini, kendi makamlarini
korumak adina ¢ocuklar1 kararladilar yani, o sekilde diislinliyorum.

Helena: Kezban hanim, bir sey eklemek istiyor musunuz?

Ali: Bir sey eklemek istiyor musun?

Kezban: Yok. Merhaba!

Helena: Merhaba, bir sey eklemek istiyor musunuz, yani size de soracaktim, yani burada
olacaginiz1 bilmiyordum, ama sizin de diisiincelerinizi duyayim diye.

Kezban: Evet, oOzellikle tesekkiir ediyorum, vallahi, ekleyecegimiz ayni, esimle ayni
fikirdeyim. Yani, cocuklar, bunlar geng, askeri 6grenci olsun kursiyer olsun, en alttaki, TSK'nin
en altta, emir yetkisi yok, sey yok, iist riitbelilerin sahip ¢ikmas1 gerekiyordu ama, bunun gibi
olmad1 yani. Maalesef, bekledigimiz gibi olmadi. Ben daha dogrusu, onlarin sahip ¢ikmadigi
gibi hi¢ kimse sahip ¢ikmadi, hi¢ bir siyasi olsun, hi¢ kimse sahip ¢ikmadi ki, bir tek yani
onlarla (ilgili) degil aslinda, toplum olsun, siyasiler olsun, hi¢ kimse sahip ¢ikmada.

Helena: Ve size gore niye bdyle oldu, niye toplum sahip ¢ikmadi yoksa muhalefet, o kadar da
sahip ¢ikmadi, size gore?

Kezban: Ya bize gore, iktidarin tutumu, bana gore iktidarin tutumu. Siirekli bir suglama, siirekli
bir sey, boyle alg1 yaratma, alg1 seyi, insanlar1 her seyle korkutup, her seyle sey yapti, yani
epey boyle korku katti, herkes korkuyor, iste ne bileyim, herkes sustu Vallah, ben de

anlayamiyorum bu toplum nasil bu kadar boyle, dnceden de bdyle miydi, biz mi sonradan
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gordiik, onu da bilmiyorum, bu kadar duyarsiz miydi, ama gene de ben iktidarin yanlis
politikasi, boyle ayrimci sOylemler, algi yaratmasi, e agzini agsan terdristsin Ulkede. Bu
yuzden...

Ali: Iktidardan olmayan, kars1 diisiinceden olan herkes terdrist iilkede! Herkes terdrist,
ogrenciler de dahil.

Helena: Bu baglamda aslinda ikinize bir sey soracaktim, yani genel olarak, 15 temmuzla ilgili
biitiin resmi sodyleyislerde boyle terimler kullaniliyor, yani, hain, terdrist, bir de magdur ve
sehit. Ama farkli farkli anlamlarda kullaniliyor. Ve size gore, yani, ikinize gore bu terimlere
genel olarak nasil bakiyorsunuz ve 15 temmuzun baglaminda size gore hain kim, terérist kim,
yani bdyle bir sey sdyleyebilir miyiz? Ve magdur ve sehit kim?

Ali: Yani su an magdur bizleriz isin gercegi, en magdurlar biziz. Alt1 yildir ¢ocugumuz
cezaevinde tutuklu, diger Ilker, biliyorsunuz, ihra¢ edildi mesleginden, yani o kadar egitimi,
ogretimi hige saydilar, umursamadilar. Obiir ocuk da cezaevinde alt1 yildir yatiyor, yatmasini
gerektiren hic bir sebep géremiyoruz, bize de gosteremiyorlar, yani, sundan dolay1, anayasal
diizeni bozmaya ¢alismak! Yani, anayasal diizeni bozmay1 ¢alismak da! elinde silah var miydi,
yoktu. Peki kimi itelemis, kime hakaret etmis, kimi kovalamis, kime bir yumruk atmis, kimi
darp etmis, veya kimi zorda birakmis ve siddet kullanmis, cebir kullanmis, veya kimi
alikoymus? Hig ortada hig bir sey yok, orada gorevlilerdi, gorev yeri oras1 zaten. Mesela, ben
su an emlak ofisindeyim, emlak ofisi benim burasi, benim burada goérev yerim, benim burada
olmam hig bir su¢ olmaz. Onlar orada gérev yerlerindeydi Akinc1 Ussiinde, Akinci Ussiinde
olmasi sug oldu. Bu bizi ¢ok rahatsiz ediyor, yani, asil magdur bizleriz. $imdi 15 temmuz giinii
yaratilan kaostan, bakin darbe girisimi demiyorum, en azindan bu bir kaos bana gore, yaratilan
kaosta olenler var, hem askerler tarafindan, hem siviller tarafindan, her iki tarafin da, Allah
yakinlarina yardimci olsun, sabir versin, onlara bas sagligi diliyorum. Ama bu ortama
getirenler, asil hainler onlar, bu ortama getiren, bilinmiyor(!) yani bu ortami1 getirenler kim
oldugunu tespiti yapilmak i¢in ugrasilmiyor, neden burada darbe girisimini, kaos ortamin
yaratanlarin, mesela Meclis Aragtirma Komisyonu kurulmaya calisildi, kurulmadi, yapilmadi,
devam etmedi, yarida biraktilar, kimseye da aciklama yapmadilar. Onlar mesela diyor ki darbe
emri var! Peki darbe emri bugiinkii teknolojiyle, hangi bilgisayarda yazildi, hangi printerden
ciktt alindi, kim yazdi, kim fikir babasi, kim buna emek harcadi, ya mutlaka- buginki
teknolojide- mutlaka tespiti yapilir. 50 yi1l dnce belki tespit edilemezdi ama su an mutlaka. E
bu darbe emri yazanlari tespit edin! Asil hainler, failler orada. Yok, onlara da kimse
dokunmuyor. Yok kim var, askeri 6grenciler, kursiyer tegmenler, gen¢ uzman ¢avuslar, geng

astsubaylar, ondan sonra, ne bileyim Bank Asya'da parasi olanlar. E Bank Asya'da parasi olan
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terorist kabul ediyorlar, Banka Asya'nin genel miidiirii su an Tiirkiye'de Sermaye Piyasasi
Kurulu'nun bagkani, SPK baskani yani. Yani anormallikler bunlar. Sonra, Genelkurmay
Bagkan1 Hulusi Akar, yani TSK'ya hakim olamadi, sahip olamadi, ama bakan oldu adam.
Bunlar bize cok ters geliyor, gercekten yani, ¢ok rahatsiz ediyor bizi. Sonra, askeri 6grencileri
duymussunuzdur, bilmiyorum, basindan takip ettiyseniz.

Kezban: Melek Cetinkaya...

Ali: Melek Cetinkaya, dillendiriyor onlar1 genelde, askeri 6grencileri. Askeri 6grencilerin 305
veya daha fazla kisi miiebbet aldi, agirlastirilmis miiebbet aldi, ama askeri 6grencilerin alay
komutani, yani onlarin birinci dereceden amir pozisyonunda olan, en iist makamda olan kisi,
herhangi bir iglem yapilmamis.

Helena: Cok acayip.

Ali: Ya ¢ok anormal bir durum. Yani, disiiniin, siz gazetecisiniz, gazeteciler hepsine islem
yapiliyor, sizin yayin yonetmeninize dokunmuyor kimse. Yani yayn yonetmeni kimseden
sorumlu degil mi, hi¢bir seye karigmiyor mu? Yani, yazilana, ¢izilene, size dokunmuyor mu
mesela? 6rnek veriyorum, yani.

Helena: Evet dyledir, aslinda, onlarin...onlar sorumlu.

Ali: Ciinkii bunlar, Genelkurmay Bagkani serbest, kuvvet komutanlar1 da serbest, herhangi bir
islem yok haklarinda, ya bir takim iist makamda olan, komutan seviyesinde kisilerde, hic
kimsede sorun yok, sorun kursiyer tegmenlerde, askeri 6grencilerde, sorun geng astsubaylarda,
gen¢ uzman ¢avuslarda. Ya darbeyi gencler mi yapmaya kalktilar, yani? O zaman darbenin
ismini degistirsinler yani, yeni kusak darbesi desinler yani, 15 temmuz FETO darbesi su bu
darbesi (diyeceklerine). Ki FETO bunlarin kardesiydi daha énceden. Niye kendileri diisman
oldular da arada biz kaldik yani? Cok anlamsiz geliyor bana, ¢ok, yok kiziyorum, belki de
kusura bakmayin, boyle hiddetle sey yapiyorum, sdyliiyorum da, sinirleniyorum yani.

Helena: Hi¢ problem degil, ben dinliyorum sizi, hi¢ problem degil.

Ali: Ben kendilerinin halen, ne bileyim, goriistiiglinii bile diisiinebiliyorum, yani, isin gercegi.
O Amerika'daki zatla, bizim basimizda bulunan zatin, goriistiikklerini bile diigiiniiyorum yani,
ben kendi kendime. Tahmin bu benim tabi, elimde bir belge sunum bunum yok. Ciinkii, ha
bunu neye bagliyorum, bunu da, herkesin bildigi, iist diizey, list seviyede hi¢ kimseye herhangi
bir islem olmadi, hig bir siyasiye dokunulmadi, hi¢ bir miidiire, genel miidiire, bir tiir bagkana,
daire baskanina dokunulmadi, hi¢ milletvekiline dokunulmadi, ne bileyim, hicbir parti genel
baskanina veya grup baskanina, sununa bununa.. Bir de, bu 2002'de bunlar se¢cime gelirken bu
FETO ekibi bunlari destekledi, bunlar Giileni devamli destekledi, o onun sirtina basti, o onun

sirtina bast1 isin gercegi. Onlar beraber birbirlerini yiikselttiler, o FETO'yii iyice yayd
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Tiirkiye'de, bir siirii gii¢ sahip etti, o da buna segcmen toplayip tekrar tekrar kazanmasini sagladi.
Artik, ayrildilar mi1, yoksa, ayrilmig gibi goziikiip, memleketten baska seyler, kaos yaratip,
baska seylerin pesindeler mi onu bilemiyorum, yani. Ayrildilarsa, ayrilsinlar da, e bize ne yani?
Niye biz arada kaltyoruz? Onun i¢in sey bulamryorum, aklim almryor yani.

Helena: Kezban hanim bir sey sdylemek istiyor musunuz?

Kezban: Yok, ne diyeyim, Vallah, esim sOyledi, anlatti iste. Aynen, ben de dyle diisiiniiyorum.
Asil kendileriydi, ama olan bize oldu yani? E nasil ¢oziiliir, nasil edilir bilmiyorum. Artik bir
an once de ¢Oziilsiin istiyoruz yani, bize de yazik. E simdi, mesela, Ankara'da oturuyoruz,
duymussunuzdur, ¢cocuklar ikametgahindan ¢ok uzaklara gonderildi, simdi ben burada haftada
(bir) gidiyordum. Diyarbakir'a génderdiler ¢ocuklari, hani hi¢ hukuk yok ki bizim iilkede, yok
yani, halbuki, mesela boyle bir agir cezay1 verdiyseniz, aileye yakin yere verilirmis. Yok, bizim
iilkede hi¢ bir sey, hukuk, adalet yok, yani. Ya bunlar her istediklerini yapabiliyorlar, nasil
oluyor biz de anlayamiyoruz. Nereye de basvursan bir sonu¢ ta alamiyorsun ki. Vallah,
bilmiyorum elimiz kolumuz baglh aslinda, gergekten bagli... Elimiz, kolumuz bagl aslinda,
gercekten bagli. Melek hanimi takip ediyoruz mesela, kadin sokaklarda gezdi, Yargitay bozdu,
tekrar ¢ocuklara miiebbet. Yani nasil oluyor bu, anlamiyoruz ki, ya ne yapabiliriz, yani,
yapabilecegimiz bir sey yok yani, nereye gitsek, her yer kapaniyor yani.

Helena: Anliyorum. Yani, cok iiziicii. Ilker bana sdylemisti ki Diyarbakir'a kadar 14 saat m1
surer, otobdisle gitmek.

Kezban: Evet, otobiisle 14 saat. Yani, bir de, yolunu birak, insanlar maddi yonden nasil
gidecekler, ya mesela, tek kisi anca giderler miimkiin degil, biletler, fiyatlar o kadar ugmus ki...
Ali: Bir kisinin gidis gelisi bin lira maaliyeti, sadece yol parasi, gidis gelis Diyarbakira. Yani,
ayda dort sefer gorlistimiiz var, hadi dort sefer de gidemeyiz zaten, ayda iki sefer gitsek, ikiser
kisi gitsek, dort bin, bes bin lira. E zaten emekli paramiz bes bucuk alt1, ya ne yiyip ne igecek
insanlar? hadi biz gene, emlak¢ilik yapiyoruz, biraz imkanimiz var, yani diger insanlar ne
yapacak yani?

Kezban: Olmayan insan ¢ok fazla, zaten onlar Ankara'ya gelmekte zorlaniyorlardi.

Ali: Bir de sunu belirtmek istiyorum, s0yle, kanunda zaten, miiebbet, agirlagtiriimis miiebbet
cezas1 alanlarin,ikametgahina ailesine yakin yere vermilesi gerekliliginin kanunda yeri oldugu
halde, bunlar en uzaklara attilar.

Kezban: Bile bile yaptilar

Ali: Bir de su var, yani sOyle, ¢ocuklarin hi¢ bir sucu yok zaten, sugsuz yere iceride
cezalandiriliyor, dort duvar arasinda, c¢ocuklarin haliyle aileleri, sevenlerini de

cezalandiriyorlar yani. Gidip gelme imkansizligiyla yani, bize de gidip gelme imkansizlig1
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ceza, bunlarla ayr1 kalmamiz zaten, cocugumuzun cezaevinde olmasi bize bir sey veriyor,
1zdirap veriyor zaten, manevi olarak, bunun haricinde ¢ocugun bir de iyice uzaklara gidip de
gorme imkanimizi zorlagsmasi veya gidip gelmemizin bize bir kiilfet olmasi bize de ceza oluyor
yani. Iyi de, cezay1 niye biz ¢ekiyoruz, yani, mesela, bir az 6ncede bahsettigim kisiler, Masallah
gayet iyiler, hi¢ onlarin cezadan, sundan bundan haberdar degiller yani, kendileri gayet
rahatlar.

Helena: Bunu bilerek yaptiklarin1 m1 disiiniiyorsunuz?

Ali: Kesinlikle!

Kezban: Tabii, tabii...

Ali: Size bir kag 6rnek vereyim yani, bilerek yapildi.

Kezban: Bilerek yaptilar.

Kezban: Bakan degisti ya, bu gelen bakan...Oyle, 6yle yani ben kesin eminim yani.

Ali: Bekir Bozdag Bey'in marifeti. Oyle diyeyim. Yani, yeni gelen bakan, Bekir Bozdag beyin
marifeti, yani. Oyle. Ingallah, aksam rahat uyuyordur, 8yle tahmin ediyorum. Size birkag drnek
vereyim, s0yle, Manisa, Somali bir gene kursiyer, Alper'in devre arkadasi, Erzurum'a verdiler,
Balikesir, Balikesir merkezinde ikamet eden, ailesi, Balikesirli olan, oranin nufiisiina kayith
olan bir gene bir kursiyeri Van'a verdiler. Antalya'da ikamet eden Antalya nufusina kayitl
gene bir kursiyeri, Erzurum'a verdiler. Alper, Ankara nufiisiina kayitli, Ankara'da ikamet
ediyor, Diyarbakir'a verdiler. Yani, hep boyle. Sonra, gene kursiyerlerden - kursiyerleri gok
1yl taniyoruz, isin gercegi, ozellikle Alper'in devreleri ve yakin arkadas cevresi oldugu i¢in
devamli onlarla, ailelerle falanla goriisiiyoruz digerlerini ¢ok tanimiyoruz, ama onlarla devamli
i¢c iceyiz. Van, Vanl bir kursiyer vardi, onu izmir'e verdiler. Tam tersi istikamet. Bakin, Van
en dogu ug

Kezban: Tam ters!

Ali: ... Izmir en bat1 ug

Kezban: Hani, bilerek ve isteyerek.

Ali: Sey, Batmanli bir gene kursiyer var. Onu da izmir'e verdiler. Sonra, duydugumuza gore,
gene bir Kayserili birisini Tekirdag'a vermisler, ondan sonra, Adapazari, Adapazarli, Adapazari
nufiistina kayitli olan Van'a, Izmit, Kocaeli nufiisiina kayit olan1 Antalya, yani diisiinebiliyor
musunuz? boyle en ug¢ noktalara, memleketlerinin en u¢ noktalara verdiler . Ve bize
Diyarbakir'a. Simdi insanlar bize soruyor, nasil gidip gelecegiz. Hani, biz Ankaradayken onlar
geliyordu, biz misafir ediyorduk, onlar1 karsiliyorduk, gotiirliyorduk, getiriyorduk, yardimci
oluyorduk onlar bize haliyle soruyorlar, nasil yapacagiz simdi. Adam Balikkesirli veya

Manisali kisi, Izmir'e kadar gidecek, izmir'de ucaga binecek, ugakla Van'a ya da Erzurum'a
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gidecek. Bagka bir alternatifi yok, yani. Ve onun da Mesela Diyarbakir'a ucak gidisi denk
gelmiyor, nasil denk gelmiyor, ya bir glin dnce gidecegiz, orada otel parasi verecegiz, ya da,
ayni giin gidemeyecegiz, ayni giin dokuz bugukta ugak oraya iniyor. 10'da goriistimiiz
basliyor...

Kezban: Yetismiyor

Ali: Kirk bes, elli dakika 6nce cezaevin girisimde olmaniz lazim yoksa almiyorlar. Onlarin
seylerine (kural) gore. Evet. Yani, sorduk ettik onu da mesela, Ilker'e séylemisler orada yani
belki bir kereye mahsus falan sey yapabilirim, kagirirsaniz, alabiliriz, ama devamli miimkiin
degil. Bir kereye mahsus ama her ugak dyle yani, ucagin tarihini degistirme imkanim yok.
Mecburen, otobiisle gidiyorum, otobiise aksam altida binecegim, sabah sekizde oraya
girecegim. On dort saat. Yani, ondan sonra ayni giin, tekrar donecegim yola, ya ben elli bes,
elli alt1 yasindayim, ben, ya buna blinyem dayanacak mi dayanmayacak mi1 bakin maddiyat
haricinde bir de fiziksel olarak, bedensel olarak bu ylke dayanabilir miyim bilmiyorum. Bitin
aileleri 0yle, ben kendi 6rnek veriyorum da. Biz gene iyi, sartlar1 iyi olanlardan biriyiz. Mesela
Antalya'daki, esim goriisliyor, Antalya'daki bir kursiyer tegmen, Alper'in devresinin annesiyle,
size kadar geleyim ben ordan devam edeyim tekrar. Bir gece sizde kalayim. Ciinkii Antalya'dan
devam edemeyecek Erzurum'a.

Kezban: Direkt ucak yok.

Ali: Direkt yok, ucak direkt yok. Otobiis direkt yok. Aktarmay1 Ankara'da yapacak, en azindan
bir dinleneyim de dyle devam edeyim dedi, olur dedik, onu misafir edecegiz, ugurlayacagiz,
diislinilin, insanlar boyle, boyle, kag, ne kadar zamanda gidip gidebilirler, Ayda iki sefer ii¢
sefer biz yiik olmak istemezler, gidip gelmek onlara ayr bir kiilfet.Ne yapacak bilmiyoruz,
yani. Yani, sadece cezaevinde olmalari, sugsuz yere igerde yatmalart ve miiebbet,
agirlastirilmis miiebbet cezasi alip da boyle psikolojikmen iyice ama simdi fiziken, bedenen,
madden, her seyle yoruyorlar su anda, yani. Tamamen planlanmuis, kasitli, hazirlanmais bir plan,
proje yani bu bize yaptiklari, ama bunlar kendilerine menfaat umuyorlar herhalde, ¢linki bu
FETO seyini devaml zinde tutmaya calisiyorlar, ki ondan beslenebilsinler. Nasil beslensinler,
oy alsinlar yani beslenmekten kast ettigim o, devamli giindemde tutmaya calisiyorlar onu, yani.
FETO, FETO, FETO. lyi de, FETO'niin kaynagima bir sey yaptiklari yok, asil FETO'ciilere
kimseye bir sey yaptiklari yok, en tabandaki halkla FETO diye ugrastyorlar, anlam vermiyorum
ben buna yani.

Helena: Anliyorum, bir de, bir gériismede, 2020de goriismiissunuz New York Times'la, bu
goriigmede sOylemissiniz ki artik yargi sistemine, adalete, devlete, hiikiimete inanciniz

kalmamuis, yani gliveniniz kalmamuis.
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Ali: Yok, yok, kesinlikle. Yani, artik seyim yok, devlete giivenim kesinlikle yok. Cilinkii neden,
ya hukuk yok, hukuk olmayinca, hukuk kurallar1 hige sayilinca hig bir seye giiveniniz kalmryor,
ne yonetime, ne sisteme, ne devlete, hig bir kimseye yani.

Kezban: Zaten, mesela, adalet olsaydi, ¢cocuklar bu cezay1 zaten almayacakti. Cilinkii dedigim,
yaptiklar1 sey yok, ya mahkemede sunulan hi¢ bir sey yok yani. Hani sunu yaptilar, diye. Ve
zaten kendi ifadelerini kullandilar zaten, kendi ifadelerini kullanarak eger gerekceli karari
yaziyorsan elinde zaten bir sey yok demektir. Hukuk olsa bunun zaten veremezlerdi, nasil
bilmiyoruz, anlayamiyoruz, ama zaten, anlam da verilebilecek bir sey degil.

Helena: Sey soracaktim, bu olaydan once bir devlete giiveniniz var miydi? Boyle bir yargi
sistemine. Sadece bu olaydan sonra m1 degismis yoksa onceden de...

Kezban: Onceden de dyleymis, fakat biz bu olaydan sonra farkina varmisiz.

Ali: Evet, evet...

Kezban: Gercekten onceden de Oyleymis. Yani soyle bir bakiyorum, tamam, simdi, esim
askerdi, biz hep asker, boyle biz devlete herhangi bir sey glitmemisiz demek ki, hani, sonra bu
olaya baktik yok, dnceden de bakiyorsunuz, goriiyorsunuz, insanlar neler ¢ekmis, neler etmis,
hani biraz da biz de aslinda sonradan bilinglendik, gergekten. Fazla devlete giivenmemek lazim,
yani.

Ali: Bu olay basimiza gelmeden dnce, bizden 6nce hukuksuzlugu gorenleri biz gérmemisiz,
fark etmemisiz, yani, farkina varmamisiz. Biz ondan dolay1 kendimizi ¢ok sorguluyoruz, ¢ok
kiziyoruz, keske bunlarin bunlar olmadan biz de farkina varsaydik, o mesela, demokrasi diye,
hukuk diye yiiriiyenlere biz de katilsaydik 2010larda, 2011lerde, 2012lerde. Yani diisiinmedik
biz, igin gercegi, clinkii islerimiz rayinda olunca baskasini diisiinmedik ne yalan sdyleyelim.
Onda sey yapmiyorum, kendimi sucluyorum, yani, 6z elestiriyi yaptyorum. Ama bu olaylar
basimiza gelince tabii ge¢mise doniik diyorum, evet, hep hukuksuzluk yapilmis, yapmislar,
bundan zarar gorenler hep karsimiza g¢ikiyor yeni yeni gorilyor, tanisiyoruz, ve onlara
zamaninda yanlarinda olamadigimizdan dolayi iiziililyoruz, yani. Ve su anda yanimizda olanlar
yok, onlara da ger¢i ¢ok zaman sunu sOyliiyoruz bakin, biz on yil, on bes yil Once,
hukuksuzluktan dolay1 zarar gorenlerin yaninda olsaydik, belki su asamaya gelinmeyecekti,
sizler de bizim yanimizda olun, bari bundan 10 yil sonra siz zarar gérmeyin. Ciinkii, kisi
degisir, ama sistem degismeyince, yani, ne bileyim, baz kiiltiirel seyler degismeyince olmuyor.
Clnku, demokrasi, hukuk bir yere kadar kiltiirden geliyor Turkiye'de sistem, yani. Kilttler
seylerden geliyor. Kiiltiir anlayisiyla

Helena: Size gore neyin degistirilmesi lazim, kiiltiirel olarak, yani bahsetmissiniz, siz neyin
degisterilmesini diigiiniiyorsunuz?
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Ali: Bir defa hukuk kurallarina uyulmasini talep ediyor, istiyoruz yani...

Kezban: Kiltirel olarak dedin ya, onu diyor.

Ali: Simdi, bir de, Tiirkiye'de ataerkil aile yapisi halen baskin, yani. Tiirkiye'de, ataerkil aile
yapisi, yani. Bilyiik soyler, kii¢iikler mecbur uyar, biiyligiin haberi olmadan kimse hig bir is
yapamaz, bir ise kalisamaz, hukuk mukuk (yok) bliyiikk ne derse odur ailede, bir ufak
cevrelerde. Tirkiye'de sistem su an boyle gidiyor, yani. Herkes su an basbakani,
cumhurbagkani aile biiyiigii gibi goriip o ne derse olur, yani hukuk var yok, dyle bir sey hukuka
gore, hukuka gore uygulansa zaten kimse zarar gormeyebilir. Ondan dolay: kiiltiirel olarak
goriilyorum ben bunu yani, ataerkil aile yapisinin tamamen kalkmadigina bagliyorum isi yani,
doguda, giineydoguda daha ¢ok mesela, batida yine biraz yavas yavas siliniyor ama bizde
batida da var halen yani. Kiiltiirden kasttigim o.

Helena: Kezban hanim siz bir sey eklemek istiyor musunuz {izerine?

Kezban: Yani, ben, hani, kiiltiire] m1, onu bilmiyorum, ama genel Tiirk yapisinin kiiltiirellikten
ziyade sey var herhalde boyle bir, nasil diyeyim Ilker mi geldi kap1 caliyor

Ali: Evet kap1 ¢galiyor.

Kezban: Bir dakika.

Ali: Hukuka gore hareket edilse, yani, demokrasiye gore hareket edilse, ona goére herkes
hakkini, hukukunu bilir, yani, bir su¢ isleyen cezasini ¢eker, cezasini kabullenir, ama, boyle
oldugu zaman, biiyiikler, biiyilikler derken, makam, mevki ve maddi olarak biiyiik olan hig bir
seyde zarar gormiiyor da, olan sadece bizlere oluyor, bizler derken, orta sinif ve orta sinif
altindaki vatandaglara oluyor yani iist sinifa hi¢ kimse zarar gérmiiyor. Cok nadir, {i¢ bes kisi
varsa, onlar da kisisei seye girmislerdir, ondan dolay1 sey yapiyor, yani.

Ali: Sesimiz geliyor mu boyle?

Helena: Evet geliyor, geliyor, hi¢ problem degil.

Kezban: Ben bakamiyorum ne zamandan beri sey yapmiyorsun?

Helena: Kezban hanim siz sdyliiyorsunuz da, bu...

Kezban: Ben sey olarak, kiiltiirel mi yoksa Tiirk milleti hep boyle miydi, onu da bilemiyorum.
Y ani, biraz duyarsiz bir halk. Aslinda, duyarsiz bir halk. Bana 6yle geliyor, yani. Her seye kars1
duyarsiz bu bana kars1 degil yani aman bana dokunmasinlar. Bana bir sey olmasin. Biraz
kiiltiirel mi, esim de dyle diyor, ama, ben, halk olarak, duyarsiz olarak goriiyorum. Bir de su
seycilik var bu bdyle, inang sistemi. O iste. Yanlishk aslinda orada. Basimiza geldi ¢ekelim
diisiincesi, kadercilik. Kiiltiire bagli oluyor ama, bilemiyorum ki ya bu kada miyd1 6nceden de

Oyle miydi, bakiyorum, evet dnceden de Oyleydi. Yani Oyle, ben dyle diisiiniiyorum. Ya
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duyarsiz bir halk, ve iste dedigim gibi, inang¢ sistemi, yani bagimiza geldi, sey, tamam, O da
etkili, dyle.

Helena: Ve simdi mesela, diigiinceleriniz degismis, yani farkina varmissiniz, ve oglunuz Alper
hapishaneden ¢iktiktan sonra, boyle miicadeleyi devam edecek misiniz, yani boyle haksiz yerde
hapishanede olan insanlarin yaninda duracak misiniz?

Kezban: Duracagim ben, dururum yani. Gergekten boyle ben sadece bu konuda degil, baska
yer mesela, bu, ne olabilir, bir kadina siddet olsun, veya her seyde aslinda, duyarli olmak lazim,
tek yone degil. Ben haksizliga ugradim diye benim seyim degil herkesin yaninda olacagim.
Anlayip diyecek, ne olmus, dinle, bir ondan sonra yargila. Insanlarda bu yok, ama ben bu
seyden sonra, elimden geldigi kadar yardimci olmaya calisirim yani. Onceden dedigim gibi,
mesela ben sOyle diislinlirdiim hani cezaevleri hep bize korkutucu gelir, sanki orada sadece
suglular kalryormus gibi, hepimizde bu onyargi var.

Yani genel olarak da. Hani bir adam cezaevine girdiyse bir cezas1 vardir bir takim. Ha simdi
bakiyorsun, yok yani, dyle bir sey yok, 6nceden de dyleydi, hep dyledir, yani illaki, dyle olup
da girecek diye bir sey yok, onu kimi, neci olsa, 6nce bir dinliyorum, neymis, asil konu neymis,
ona gore sey yapiyorum yani. Bundan sonra bdyle olduk, biraz goziimiiz agildi, ha boyle bir
olayla acilmasaydi iyiydi ama.

Ali: Keske daha once farkina varsaydik bazi seylerin, ge¢ kaldik, kendimize 6zelestiri yapip
sucluyoruz da.

Helena: Yok yok, hi¢ ge¢ kalmamigsiniz, bana gore, ¢linkii kendinizi sorgulamak ¢ok zor bir
sey ve ¢ok cesur, yani, hi¢ kendilerinize kizmayn.

Kezban: Aynen zaten...

Ali: Oyle, belki gelecek igin ge¢ kalmamisiz, nereden baslarsan énemli. Gelecek igin. Ama su
an bizim basimiza gelen i¢in ge¢ kalmisiz, oray1 kastediyorum ge¢ kalmisiz. Yoksa, gelecek
icin bir siiri zaman gegti, her zaman vaktidir, o sekilde diisiiniiyorum yani.

Helena: Ve sey soracaktim. Dediniz ki, halk genel olarak duyarsiz, o kadar ilgilenmiyor, sizin
sorununuzla, diger sorunlariyla, ama mesela, size gore, oglunuzun ve arkadaslarlarinin
durumu, Tiirkiye'nin siyasetini degistirebilme potensiyeli var mi, acaba, ¢linkii aslinda bir ¢ok
insan ugrastyor bununla ve simdi, size gore, sadece kisisel diisiinceleriniz. Anlatabildim mi?
Kezban: Anlamadim.

Ali: Ben konuyu tam anlayamadim.

Helena: Kusura bakmayin. Tekrar anlatayim. Sdyle, oglunuzun ve arkadaslarinin durumu,
yani, haksiz yerde hapishanedeler. Ve simdi, dediniz ki genel olarak halk duyarsiz, muhalefet

o kadar sahip ¢ikmiyor. Ama yine de, birka¢ insan ugrasiyor, gazeteciler var, muhalefet da
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biraz ugrasiyor. Iste ses ¢ikaran insanlar var. Yani, size gore bu durum, bir muhalefet olusturma
potensiyeli var mi, yani, bunu temel olarak alinca bir muhalefet olusturulabilir mi? Erdogana
ve AKP'ye karsi ¢ikabilir mi insanlar?

Ali: Su an Erdogan biraz zayifliyor, baya zayifladi, bizim gordiiglimiiz kadariyla, yani, siyasi
olarak zayifladi derken, kilo olarak degil. (laughing) Oyle zayifliyor. Bunun karsinda,
muhalefet giicleniyor, Ozellikle bizim gordiigiimiiz veya biitiin etrafimizdan, ¢evremizden
isittigimiz de bu. Hani bu CHP'nin, Kiligdaroglu'nun ve iste, diger alt1 parti ya da bes partinin
olusturdugu bir sey, topluluk, baya bir ses getiriyor, bu karsi taraf (iktidar cephesi) da bundan
baya rahatsiz, yani, su an iktidar bundan rahatsiz. Bunlar yanimizda yer aliyorlar mi1? Bunlar
yanimizda bizim bekledigimiz derecede yer almiyorlar, daha 6nceden hemen hemen hi¢ yer
almiyorlardi, son zamanlarda yavas yavas...

Kezban: Sonra, biraz...

Ali:...desteklemeye basladilar. Ozellikle, yani, bu alt1 partinin hepsi diyeyim isimlerini sey
yapmayayim da. Hepsini, bunu derken suna bagliyorum, keske bdyle olmasa da, gercekten
boyle seyle, ictenlikle yanimizda olsalar, simdi se¢im yaklastigi icin, oy diislincesiyle
yanimizdalar diye diislinliyorum. Bu beni rahatsiz ediyor. Hani, gene de yanimizda olsunlar,
bu ayr1 bir konu, belki bir sekilde bir ¢ikis yolu buluruz onlarin yanimizda olmasiyla, ama
gercekten inanarak, inandiklar1 i¢in yanimizda dursalar, etseler biz de onlar1 savunarak
yanlarinda olsak istiyorum bdyle bir seyi. Ama sirf se¢im i¢in, oy almak i¢in yapiyorlar, bu
beni diistindiiriiyor iste, acaba oy aldi miydi, iki tane geldi miydi onlarin tutumu, davranig nasil
olacak, onu tam bilmiyorum. C6zemedik daha.

Kezban: Bence de. Muhalefet ilk zamanlar gittik, yani meclise ¢ok gittik. iste gerek, goriiselim
diye, ama iktidardaki millet vekilleri kabul etmedi. AKP, MHP hig kabul etmedi. Birkag kisiyle
CHP'den goriisebildik, iste, HDP, Iyi Parti de ¢ok, o kadar cok sey degil de, HDP sey, baya
destek oldu, ama onun desteginden gelen o kadar, sagolsunlar ama, simdi, yok, dedigi gibi
esimin, onun ¢okiislinii gordiiler ya, ekonomi kdtiiye gitti ya, halk da artik sey yapiyor, bizim
halkimizin cebine dokunacaksin bagka bir seyle olmuyor. Ekonomi kd&tiiye gitti mi insanlar
biraz uyanmaya basladi, ama yine de, ben bu insanlar1 anlayamiyorum. Herhangi bir sey kotiiye
gitse, onu da muhalefetten buluyorlar. Kag zamandir tilkeyi CHP mi yonetiyor mesela?

Ali: Aynen.

Kezban: Yonetimde su¢ bulmuyorlar yani. Ama yine de biraz bunun ¢okiise ge¢mis olmasi,
ekonominin Kkotiiye gitmis olmasi, muhalefetin de bunu goriip bizim yanimizda biraz daha
destek aliyorlar, destek oluyorlar su anda. Bunu hissediyoruz biz. Yani, gergekten, yani.

Ali: Kabul ediyorlar, dinliyorlar.
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Kezban: En azindan CHP millet vekili mesela bizim sdylesi yaptigi, gittik, konustuk mesela,
boyle boyle olunca, herhalde bir yon artik, bir, bence, bizim da biraz daha aileler olarak
cabalay1p tamam onlar... ben sdyle diisiiniiyorum, hani esim dedi ya, oy i¢indi. Tamam, olabilir.
Oy i¢in yapiyorlarsa, benim bunu degerlendirmem lazim. Yani benim daha ¢ok onlara gidip,
derdimi anlatip, oy icinse oy icin, yapacak bir seyim yok, benim ¢ocugumun ordan ¢ikmis
olmasi lazim. Ben bunu dedim, aileler olarak bunu degerlendirmemiz lazim, yani, diye
diisiiniiyorum.

Helena: Ve bu durumdan dolay1, yani, oglunuz hapishanede oldugundan dolayi, ayrimciliga
ugradiniz mi, yani, yakin ¢evreden yoksa daha genis, bdyle tanidiklarinizdan. Yani, size, boyle
hain dediler mi?

Ali: Anladim. Sdyle sdyleyeyim. Yakinlarimizdan, evet, ama, neyden dolayi. Sisteminden,
yani su anki iktidardan korkularindan dolay1, uzak durmalari veya bize karst durmalari gordiik,
hissetik. Yani benim yakin bir akrabam, mesela, ben onu artyorum, telefonumu agmiyor. Bir
giin sonra, yanima ¢ikip geliyor, diin beni aradin, diyor, telefonu agcamadim, dedim niye
acamadin da buraya kadar geldin, yani telefonum dinleniyordur belki de seninle konustugumu
mu fark ederler. Yani, bu sekilde seylerle karsilastik, 6zellikle ilk zamanlar, yani, 2016, '17,
'18, iste, son bir iki yildir falan o kadar degil, artik etkinligini kaybetti, herkes bizi de gordii,
etrafi cevreyi de gordii ama, sonucta onlar kaybetti derken soyle, 6yle yapanlara biz de artik
kapimizi kapattik, yliziimiizii dondiik, onlardan akraba olmasin, yakin da olmasin, kimse da
olmasin dedik. Ha, ondan dolay1 belki fark etmiyoruz artik son zamanlarda yok diyoruz ama
belki gene var da, biz sey yapmiyoruz artik, kulak asmiyoruz yani. Buna benzer yasadik yani,
onun haricinde boyle cezaevine giderken, giivenlik giigleri iste, lig¢, bes noktada kimlik kontrélu
iste, bagaj kontrdlii, araba seyi, boyle, sagma sapan, nereye gidiyorsunuz sorulari, ¢linkii,
Ankaradaki cezaevine geldiniz mi, yolunu biliyor musunuz bilmiyorum da, belli bir yoldan
sonra dort, bes kilometre yol hi¢ bir yere sapmadan, direkt cezaevine gidiyor, baska bir yere
gitme ihtimali, imkani olmayan bir yol yani. Oyle saga sola ayrimi yok. Durdurup, o {i¢ dort
kilometrelik yerde en az ii¢ ya da dort noktada arama noktas1 koyup nereye gidiyorsunuz sorusu
bizi ¢ok rahatsiz ediyordu, yani nereye gidiyoruz, yani zaten yol cezaevine gidiyor, nereye
gidebiliriz yani.

Kezban: Cok karsilastik, halktan da karsilastik, mesela ailelerimizden de karsilastik, ¢ok
samimi oldugumuz bir arkadaslarimizdan da, hani. Yani, gériismemeyi tercih eden, o tutumu
anlayinca sen kendin geri duruyorsun zaten. Yani, en basiti, esim asker, asker, emekli, hani hi¢
bir seyi yok, bizim devrelerimizle yemegimiz oluyor, caylarimiz oluyor. Bakin, size bir

anlatayayim en basiti, gittik oraya, sey, devre gilinlerimiz falan oluyor. ¢ay oluyor, yemek
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oluyor, oraya gittik, kapida uzman c¢avus bize ne dedi, sizi igeriye alamayiz dedi. Neden
alamiyor?, bakin yani, diislinebiliyor musunuz, bunu kendi personelin yapiyor, neden
alamiyorsun, ¢iinkii sizin oglunuzdan dolay1. Ya! Esim o anda, tabii ki, bdyle bir muameleye
karsilasinca ¢ok iiziiliip cevap veremedi. Cok cani sikildi, ne diyecegini bilemedi, dedi ki ben
emekliyken beni mi ihrag ettiler. Bakiniz, yani, esim ihra¢ falan degil, hayir sizden degil,
oglunuzdan dolayi. Ben dedim ki bana bakin, esim atsubay, benim oglum subay. Dedim,
oglumun kartiyla gelmiyoruz biz bu bir, iki ben oglumun hakkiyla girmiyorum, esimin
hakkiyla, atsubay orduevine. Subay orduevi ayridir, astsubay ayridir. Ondan sonra, bak, tutuma
bak, yani, insanlara o kadar empoze etmislerdi ki uzmangavus kapida bir de almiyor, yani. Yani
boyle tartistik...

Helena: Inanilmaz bana geliyor.

Kezban: Kendi personelini oglundan dolay1.

Ali: Oglunuzdan dolayi sizi almiyoruz. Sok oldum. Yani, nasil oglumdan dolay1.

Kezban: Ne alaka, oglum, ben subay orduevine girmiyorum ki ben oglumun kartiyla da
girmiyorum, da oglum ihrag, gidemez.

Ali: Ya oglum benim yanimda giriyordu, ben onun yaninda girmiyordum ki, daha 6nceki
zamanlarmda mesela. O benim niifusumdan giriyordu yani, dyle yerlere giderken. Oyle bir
manasiz, anlamsiz seylerle karsilastik yani, karsiligi degil.

Kezban: Sonra iste, orada bir ben sdyledim, benim oglumdan dolay1 degil, benim esim, sey,
Oyle tartisinca devrelerimiz geldi, dediler ki hayirdir, boyle, boyle, sonra, 6ziir dilediler,
yanlislik, sey oldu diye, ama, yani o kadar da, bak, askere bile o kadar sey yapmuslar ki artik,
yukaridan, boyle, onlar bile beni terdrist goriiyor, anlatabiliyor muyum, yani. Boyle, goriiyor
yani. Diisiliniin, artik yani. Ve otuz y1l1 da emek vermis, ve sen, o emekli, ya, hakkinda hig bir
davasi yok, ihra¢ degil, hem, ne hakla oglundan dolay1 diyorsun. Ya bdyle, diisiiniin artik
memleketimin halini. (laughing) Tamamen

Helena: Sey soracaktim, kusura bakmayin,ben bu riitbeleri tam olarak tanimiyorum,
ogrenmeye calistyorum da. Sey, karsilastiginiz kisi, yani kapida karsilastiginiz kisi Ali beyden
daha alt riitbesi olan.

Kezban: Aynen.

Ali: Hem geng, hem de alt yani.

Kezban: Alper de alt yani, benim ¢ocugum gibi diisiin. Kursiyer benim ¢ocugum, o da uzman
cavus degil mesela. Ali onun ¢ok tlist komutani.

Helena: Sey soracaktim size gore, 15 temmuzdan sonra, ve biitiin bu siiregten sonra TSK'da

bdyle bir hiyerarsiye bakis degisti mi? Boyle bir durum olamaz, genel olarak askeride.,
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Kezban: Degisti, degisti, cok sey degisti.

Ali: Cok degisti.

Kezban: 15 temmuzdan dolay1 her sey degisti. TSK'da olsun, her yerde degisti.

Ali: Ben asker emeklisiyim diye, askeri kimlik kartim var ve biz sosyal tesislere gittik, iste, bir
kac yil 6nce, yine 15 temmuzdan sonraydi. Sosyal tesislere askeri kimlik kartiyla girdim.
Kezban: Evet, kimlik kartiyla girebilir.

Ali: Ama muazzaf ama emekli, askeri kimlik kartimi verdim, dedi ki, bana oradaki sey,
komutanim diyeyip hitap etmesi gerekir, onu bekliyordum. Onu da unuttuk artik,
onemsemedik, dedi beyefendi, niifiis clizdaniniz yaninizda mi, evet dedim, yanimda, niifiis
clizdaninmzi alacagim, dedi, kimlik kartinizin bizim i¢in bir kitymeti yok. Dedim nasil krymeti
yok, ben tesise girmek istiyorum, yok dedi, niifiis ciizdanina gore aliyoruz, dedi. Yani, mesela,
bdyle, bu sekilde oldu. Niifiis cuzdaninizla girebiliyorsunuz ama askeri personel oldugunuza
dair belgele veya kimlik kartiyla giremiyorsunuz.

Helena: Cok degismis.

Ali: Bu kadar. Baska ne anlatayayim ya. Bu derecede yani.

Helena: Yani, askerinin konumu, yani sosyetede askerinin konumu degismis mi, AKP hiikiimet
oldugundan beri yoksa 15 temmuzdan sonra?

Ali: Degismis. Soyle s0yleyeyim. Mesela daha 6nce geri hizmette olan, ama amir konumunda
olup da geri hizmette gorevlendirilen kisiler su an AKP doneminde boyle akif ve uc noktalara
gorevlendirildiler, 6yle sdyleyeyim. En biiyiik degisiklik bu. Normal zamanlarda bu kisiler geri
hizmette birakilirdi, herhangi bir sorun yasamayalim. Herhangi bir sekilde aksaklik
cikartmasinlar, ama aidiyet duygusundan oOtiirii de emekli etmezlerdi onlari, sahip ¢ikmaya
calistilar, dyleydi sistem yani. O tiir kisilere simdi liste bas1 ve en u¢ noktalarada en kritik
gorevlerde calisiyorlar.

Kezban: Onlarin soziinii dinleyenler her yerde bulunuyor, yani. Ger¢ekten

Ali: Biat ederler, biat ederler.

Kezban: Yani egitim sevmiyor, bizim bastaki egitimi sevmiyor. Hep boyle onun dedigi kabul
edilsin kafa sallansin bizim sistemimiz bu oldu yani. Aslinda inanin, gercekten, bir iilke
kendine bu kadar zarar verebilir. Gergekten. Nasil bunu basardilar, nasil,yani egitimi sifir,
bilsen o kadar egitimli insanlar1 tuttun tuttun igeri attin yani. Gergekten, baska hi¢ kimse bunu
yapamazdi ya. Nasil basardilar, nasil ettiler. O kadar egitimli insanlari, yani bir f16 pilotu
yetistirmek o kadar zor ki, cocugumuz f16 pilot olacakti, olmadi ama, gercekten ¢ok zor yani.
Yani, ki, bir siirli akademisyeni oldu, doktor mesela, hakim, savci, bir tek benim ¢ocugum i¢in

demiyorum, bir siirii egitimli insan1 att1 yani. Ve o kadar vasifsiz insanlar geldi ki. Yani, ne
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kadar bir iilke kendine o kadar zarar verebilir, yani, ger¢ekten. Bagka bir {ilkede de olacagini
zannetmiyorum bu sekilde. Yani, miimkiin degil, diye diisiiniiyorum. Olamamasi gerekir zaten.
Ali: Biitiin konumlar i¢ini bosaltilar her yer yani. i¢ini bosalttilar kasttetigim su...

Kezban: Ya gercekten sadece kendi adima iizilmiiyorum ha. Kendi adima iiziilmiiyorum.
Bakiyorum, yok yani, nasil toparlanir, nasil edilir, ya, bilmiyorum yani, toparlanacak gibi de
degil, gibi geliyor bana. Bu tilkeden hig bir timidim yok. Yani kendimi buradan kurtarsam, ¢ok
mutlu olacagim. Cocuklarimi alip yurt digina gidebilsem, inan ki ¢cok mutlu olacagim. Ciinkii
benim ¢ocuklarimin ¢ok giizel egitimleri vardi, kiymetini bilmediler. Bilmiyorlarsa, benim bu
iilkeden gitmem lazim. Benim bu iilkeden ¢ocuklarimi kurtarmam lazim. Inanim yani, gercek
diyorum. Yani su an, ¢ocugum burada olmazsa, toplanip giderim ama benim baglayan iste
¢ocugum burada. Yani. ilkerin falan egitimi siiper. En kii¢iik oglum Bilkent Universitede
terciimanlik boliimiinii okuyor. Alper de gelse ben giderim yani, ne yapayim, bu iilke benim
kiymetimi bilmiyor da, ben de bunlarin kiymetini bilmem.

Ali: Ulkede, Tiirkiye'de en énemli yiizde seksen, yiizde doksan aile bizim diisiincemizde yani,
iilkeyi terk etme konusunda. Terk etme derken, yani, imkan, firsat bulsa, yurt disina gitmek
istiyor herkes, niye gitmek istiyor, iste, adalet i¢in, hukuk i¢in veya boyle, okulu veya egitimini
yaptigi, veya calistigi bir seyin karsiliginialabilmek i¢in.

Kezban: Emeginin karsiligini. Yillardir ¢abaliyor insan. Benim ¢ocugum kii¢lik yastan beri
devlete teslim etmistim. Bu mu karsilig1? agirlagtirilmis miiebbet alacak ne yapabilir bu ¢ocuk,
ne yapti yani? Yaptig: bir sey olsa da, derim ki hani ya 1y1 karistt da ne yapayim, hadi, fena.
Ama yok.?? Tabii ki de, ben kendimi diisiiniiriim, ¢cocugumu diisiiniiriim.

Helena: Simdi bu baglamda son olarak bir sey soracaktim, ikinize. Vatan kavramini ne
diistinliyorsunuz?

Kezban: Artik vatan falan diislinmiiyorum. Acik ve net vatan filan...Benim nerede rahatsam,
benim beni bir kere insan olarak haklarim korunmasi lazim. Bir vatandas olarak haklarimin
korunmasi lazim. Ve bu olmuyorsa, yillarca emek veriyorsun, egitim altyorsun, ¢ocuklarimi
ben okutmak i¢in dogularda gezdik biz, ya, esim jandarma atsubaydi biz dogularda goérev
yaptik. Koylerde kaldik. Bu sekilde ¢ocuklarimin o giizel egitimi verdiysek, bu iilke de
kiymetini bilmiyorsa, benim i¢in vatan bitmistir. Ben kiymetini, cocuklarimin rahat veya bu
kadar egitimini bilen bir yerde yasamak isterim yani. Bitmistir yani. (laughing).

Ali: Bana gore diinyanin her bir topragi bir vatandir diye diigtinliyorum.

Kezban: Insanca yasayalim, inan, her yer.

Ali: Ha, insanca yasayalim

Kezban: Hukuk olacak, insanca yasanan her yer bir vatandir.
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Ali: Bir vatan, illa Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti topragi olma sart1 degil, vatani1 olmasi i¢in. Veya boyle
ezildigin, adam yerine sayilmadigin hukuki agidan hi¢ bir sey sayilmadigin, ikinci siif
vatandas goziiyle bakildigin bir topraktan ben vatan olarak kabul etmiyorum kendime yani.
Onun haricinde, yani, diinyanin herhangi bir topragi benim i¢in vatan olur, sorun olmaz, yani.
Ciinkii, biitiin insanlar saygil1 olsun, yeter ki. Onemli olan bu yani. Herkesin 1rki farkl: olabilir,
dili farkli olabilir, dini farkli olabilir ama karsilikli anlasabiliyorsan, karsilikli anlayis varsa,
herkes kendi dini uygulansin, herkes kendi dilini konussun, herkes. hi¢ farketmez benim igin
yani. Onun i¢in 0yle bir vatan, bu tiir seyler, ne bileyim, 6zellikle Tiirkiye'de MHP veya iste
bazen iktidarin da soyledigi sey gibi iste, vatan boliinmez falan su bu, falan, filan, o tiir
sOylemlere karnimiz tok yani, gegtik onu.

Helena: Cok tesekkiir ederim size, bana ¢ok yardimei oldunuz. Yani eklemek istediginiz bir
sey olursa, yoksa varsa eger su an, ekleyebilirsiniz, yani ben sorularimi sordum, ¢ok giizel
cevap verdiniz.

Kezban: Biz ¢ok tesekkiir ederiz, vakit ayirdiginiz igin ¢ok tesekkiir ederiz.

Ali: Ben bir sey eklemek istiyorum. Biraz dnce esim konusuyordu o an sey yapamadim su an
aklima geldi. Bunlar hemen hemen tiim kamu kurum, kuruluslarinin i¢ini bosaltilar.
Bosaltiklarindaki kastim gercekten yonetici olabilecek, kabiliyetli, liyakatli, iistiin vasifli
insanlar1 sirf kendilerine biat etmiyor, veya iste kendilerine itaat etmiyor diisiincesiyle
kedinden olmayan, terdrist, olmayan iste FETOcii, gdziiyle hepsini ihrag ettiler, biraz énce
sOyledigim sekilde vasifsiz insanlar1 yonetime getirdiler su an vasifsiz insanlarla yonetiliyoruz,
daire baskanlariyla miidiirler, bilmiyorum ne kadar takip ediyorsunuz basimizdaki maliye
bakanimizdan ve adalet bakanimizdan belli oluyor her sey zaten. Ondan Onceki tarim
bakanindan, her sey belli, ortada. Bu, anlattigim, kuruluslardan kastim bu silahl1 kuvvetlerde
daha ¢ok oldu, seyde, adalet bakanliginda daha ¢ok oldu, egitim yoniinden, milli egitimde daha
¢ok oldu, bunlar ¢ok cok daha fark edebiliyoruz, ¢iinkii bunlar bir iktidarin, iktidarini
diisiirebilecek, sallayabilecek kurumlar, kuruluslar iste. Nedir,silahl1 kuvvetler, nedir emniyet
iste, nedir adalet, yargi bagimsizdi, onlar once bunlar1 ¢okettiler, sonra diger kurumlar1 da
cokettiler, bitirdiler su an. Yani, iktidar olarak bir daha secilirlerse de karsilarinda kimse
olmadig i¢in segilirler ¢linkii su anda karsida hi¢ kimse yok yani. Bir kurum yok, bir kurulus
yok, ¢linkii hukuku istedigi gibi ¢iginiyor, istedigi gibi adaletsiz davraniyor, hi¢ bir kurum ya
da kurulus, hi¢ kimse bir sey demiyor, yani.

Helena: Oglunuz hapishaneden ¢iktiktan sonra disar1 ¢ikmay1 mu istiyorsunuz, Tiirkiye'den?

Kezban: Aynen.
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Ali: Yurt disina... Tiirkiye'de kalmay1 diistinmiiyoruz, biraz 6ncesi soyledigimiz es dost akraba
da irtibat olmayinca, disarida belki kendimize bir es dost akraba buluruz ¢ok rahat bir sekilde,
bu diisiince bu diisiince yapimizla.

Helena: Size bol sans dilerim, Alper'in kisacik bir zamanda ¢ikmasini istiyorum, gergekten.
Kezban: Cok tesekkiirler.

Ali: Cok tesekkiirler. Cok tesekkir ederim.

Helena: Ben tesekkiir ederim, benim i¢in ¢ok dnemli ¢linkii diistinliyorum ki sizin hikayeleriniz
da ¢ok degerli ve sadece...ben yoksa, diger insanlar bunu yazmasalar eger, resmi hikayeler
tarihe girecek ve ben buna karsiyim.

Kezban: Cok tesekkiirler, dogru séyliiyorsunuz.

Ali: Su an Tirkiye'de iktidar basina o kadar hakim ki zaten sadece kendi hikayelerini
anlattirtyorlar basina. Cilinkii bizim hikayelerimizi anlatacak basin ¢ikmiyor Tirkiye'de. Niye
cikmiyor, ya cekiniyorlar, ya korkuyorlar ya da reklam alamiyor, su olmuyor, bu oluyor,
basimin en onemlisi giderleri karsilayabilmek sonucta, maddiyat yani, maddiyat karsilamasi
icin de iktidardan ihale olmas1 lazim, reklam almasi lazim, benzeri seyler olmasi lazim, yani
muhalif olanlar da o yonden ¢ekiniyorlar muhalif olmayan zaten, yandas1 olanlar, zaten onlar1
anlatiyor, bize hi¢ doniip bakmiyor, onun i¢in sesimizi duyuramiyoruz. Biraz bundan dolay1 da
duyuramiyoruz yani. Onun i¢in sizlerin destegini de bekliyoruz sesimizi duyurmak i¢in.
Helena: Cok tesekkiir ederim. Ve cok memnun oldum yani belki, bilmiyorum, Ilker bahsetmis
miydi, ama belki Turkiye'ye de gelirim, yani bu iki ay icinde, ve ¢cok memnun olurum yani
sizinle tanisabilirsem.

Ali: Mutlaka, misafir etmek isteriz yani.

Kezban: Evet, cok memnun olurum.

Helena: Cok ¢ok tesekkiir ederim, bana ¢ok yardimci oldunuz, ve oglunuza selam sdyleyin
benden.

Kezban: Tesekkiir ederiz, cok sagolun. Gorlismek iizere!

11.4. Interview with Yunus Giimiissoy (excerpts from a conversation)

Date: 4 April 2022
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Place: Online/Zoom
Duration: 2:12:57
Language: Turkish

05:06 Dedim ki ben Doguya gidecegim. Kendim sectim yani. (...) Ben Van'1 istedim. Cok
istiyordum. Ben {ilkeye faydali olmak istiyordum. O zaman teror seyler vardi, sinir sikintisi
vardi, Siiriye olaylar1 baglamisti, o yiizden gitmek istedim, gittim, iki y1l, Iran sinirinda. Ama
cok sikintili bir yer. (...)06:12hi¢ bir sey yok, komple dag, dagdan hi¢ bir sey
yok. 07:05 Benim babam da polis. Biz doguda de gorev yaptik. 07:33 Enistem de polis.
08:45 2014te oraya gittim, iki yi1l orada gorev yaptim, 2016da geldim Ankara'ya, ama
Ankara'ya 11 Temmuz'da geldim, dort giin sonra 15 temmuz oldu. (...)09:11 O harekatlar
baslayinca bu kere Sirnak'a gittim. Sirnagi duymussundur, o da Siiriye sinirinda bir sehir, orada
kaldik, yaklasik, bes alt1 ay falan calistim orada, sonra beni ihrag ettiler. (...) 2017 nisandan
itibaren sivilim, asker degilim.

09:57 15 temmuzdan sonra ¢ok sagma seyler oldu. Ben 15 temmuz'da gérevdeydim. Benim
mesela ¢alistigim birlik 15 temmuzda emir aldi. Ama ne emir ald1 biliyor musun? Dediler ki,
teror saldiris1 var, terdr saldirist var, okulu, okuldaydim ben, seye doniin...Biz o zaman
Izmir'deydik, baska bir gorev faaliyetleri, kamp vardi, ben Ankara'da harp okulda
calistyordum. Harp okul benim okudugum yer, sonra beni oraya tekrar tayin ettiler, bu sefer
ogrenci olarak degil, komutan olarak. Orada 6grencilerden sorumluyduk iste. Harp okulunda,
egitim Ankara'da, askeri egitim Izmir'de. 10:59 Oradaydik, 15 temmuz giinii, bdyle bir emir
geldi, iste teror saldirist var, Ankara'ya doniin. Kimsenin darbeden haberi yoktu. Ama sonra
herkesi tutukladilar. Herkesi gozaltina aldilar. Sadece ben, bir tane daha subay vardi, bir yil
daha kidemliydi benden, komutanim yani, iki kisi biz kaldik sadece. O da neden biliyor musun?
Tamamen sans. Ankara'ya donecek diye birlik 11:34 yani giivenlik i¢in, terdr saldiris1 var
dediler, giivenlik i¢in doniilecekti, otobiis yetmedi. Bir siirii 6grenci var, yaklagik 500, 1000
aras1 6grenci var, 50-60 tane 6grenci kaldi, dediler bize, 50-60 tane 6grenci kaldi, siz bunlarin
yaninda kalin, iki kisi, biz orada kaldik, geri kalan ¢ikan herkesi
tutukladilar. 12:27 Tutuklananlar tamamen sans, o da kotii sans. Bak mesela, ben de
gidebilirdim. Eger ben otobiise binseydim, ben de su an tutukluydum, alt1 y1ldir hapisteydim.
12:58 Ben ondan sonra (...) sekiz dokuz ay ¢alistim. Sonra...benim babam polis demistim ya,
babami ihrag ettiler, dnceden babamu ihrag ettiler. Once babami ihrag ettiler. Onun da hig bir

sebebi soylemediler. Sonra da beni ihrag ettiler. Ama bana da sebep soylemediler. 13:48 Resmi
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gazetede yayinhyorlar, terorist gibi. Ama ortada hi¢ bir sey yoktu, terdrist gibi boyle, her
terorist ilan ediyorlar, hem ihrag ediyorlar.

15:24 Amerika'ya giden bir grubu vardi. Ben gidemedim. (...)15:45 Sonra biri bizi sikayet
etmis, demis ki (....) 16:00 eskiden cemaat ¢ok gii¢liiydii, kendi adamlar1 se¢iyordu bu yerlere
gondermek i¢in, dolaysiyla ben gidenlerin cemaatg¢i oldugunu diisiiniiyorum, demis birisi, ama
ben gitmedim. Ama benim ismimi da sdylemis, bu da gitti, bu da cemaat¢1t oldugunu
diisiiniiyorum, beni sikayet etmis.

Simdi iltisak sagma sapan bir terim. Iltisak demek iliskili gibi. Ama ortada bir sey yok, benim
pasaportum bile yoktu, ben Van'daydim. Anlatiyorum, diyorum, ben Van'daydim, gitmedim
Amerika'ya, pasaportum bile yok, yurt disina ¢ikisim da yok, on giin gdzaltinda kaldim, sonra
ifade vermis iste, serbest biraktilar, gonderdiler.

17:14 Simdi benim ismimi veren de eski cemaatgiymis. Sonra, bdyle bir hukuki bir sey
cikartilar, etkin pismanlik. Mesela, diyorsun ki, ben cemaatciydim, diyorsun, ama simdi
pismanim, bildiklerimi anlatacagim diyorsun, anlatiyorsun, eger hakim, savci kabul ederse,
ceza aliyorsun ama, erteleniyor, hapise girmiyorsun. Simdi boyle olan insanlar, ceza almamak
icin herkesin ismini verdi, bu da cemaatg¢i, su da cemaatgi. Bu ¢ok biiyiik bir iddia ¢iinkii

cemaatten yargilanmiyorsun, terdr orgiitiinden yargilantyorsun.

20:37 Terdrii birakin ben cemaat¢t degilim. 20:29 Diyorum, inanmadilar, bes alti yil
yargilandim, bes alt1 y1l siirdii, 2017den itibaren, gecen yil, sonra ceza aldim. Bana dediler ki
biz sana inanmiyoruz, sen cemaatcisin, teroristsin, sana ceza verecegiz dediler. Yedi y1l ceza
aldim, yedi y1l alt1 ay. 21:03 Delil olmadigt i¢in, tutuklamadilar beni, normalde hapise girmem
lazim bu cezayla, ama girmedim ¢iinkii ortada bir delil yok, hani, benim cemaat¢1 oldugumu
kanitlayamadilar aslinda, ama iilkenin i¢inde bulundugu durum ¢ok sikintili, hem siyasi olarak,
hem hukuki olarak, ama dediler ki biz sana inanmiyoruz, biz senin cemaatgr oldugunu
diisiiniiyoruz, o yiizden sana ceza verecegiz, ceza verdiler.

21:40 Ben yurt disina ¢gikmayacaktim. Ben yurt disina s0yle ¢ikmak isterim, hani her sey bitsin,
sucsuzlugum kanitlansin, O6yle cikarim. Simdi ¢ikarsam, ka¢cmis gibi olurum. Kag¢mak
istemiyorum, kagmis olmak ta istemiyorum, hapis olursa da gider yatarim, sikint1 yok. (...)
Aslinda, hapise girecegimi ¢ok diislinmiiyorum, c¢iinkii girecek olsaymisim girerdim, ama
ulkenin durumu hig iyiye gitmedi, hukuken iyiye gitmedi, siyasi olarak iyiye gitmedi,
ekonomik olarak iyiye gitmedi...22:55 biiyiik sikintilar var iilkede, sey diisiiniiyorum, diizelir,

bir secim olsa, su anki iktidar degisse diizelir diye diisiiniiyorum.
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23:14 Insanimiz bir az sey, sag muhafazakar ve dinle ¢ok kolay kandiriliyor, milliyetgilikle ok
kolay kandiriliyor ve tarihle kandiriliyor, hani eskiden iste osmanlida da bir siirii sikintilar
vardi, ama igte, osman imparatorluktu, biiyiik devlet olmak i¢in sikintilarin da olmasi lazim,
falan diye insanlar1 kandiriyorlar. insanlar da buna inanmak istiyor. Ama simdi daha
azaliyorlar, gengler artik¢a bu inang azaliyor, kandirilmasi zor oluyor.

24:15 Ben Van'a neden gittim? Milliyet¢i oldum ben gittim iste. Ne isim vardi, beni hi¢ kimse
zorla gonderemez oraya. Ben diyecektim, ben Bati'da gorev yapacagim. Batiye gidecektim,
benim elimdeydi. Milliyet¢i oldugum i¢in. Bir de bizi soyle, milliyetci olarak yetistiriyorlar,
ama mesela bu milliyet¢ilik fasist, racist olarak diisiinme. Racist degiliz, Nazi gibi degiliz. Ama
biz diyoruz mesela, tlkemiz, Turkler - ve Tirk te sadece sey degil, Atatiirk'iin sozii var 'Ne
mutluyum, Tiirkiim diyene' yani, istedigi Arap ta olabilir, Kiirt te olabilir, Tiirkiim diyorsa
Tiirktiir, Tiirk olarak kabul edilir. Ama mesela, din gibi. Miisliiman diyorsa Misliimanim,
Miisliimandir yani, Miisliiman olarak kabul edersin onu. Sen miisliiman degilsin, diyemezsin.
Miisliimanim diyorsa, Miisliimandir. Tirk da oyle. Bizim inancimizda oyle. Tiirk diyorsa
Tiirktiir. iste biz, hem Askeri lise - 14 yasimizda girdigimiz i¢in - hep boyle bir devletci. Ben
milliyet¢ci oldugum kisimdan c¢ok pigsman degilim. Agikcasi devletgi oldugum kisimdan
pismanim su an. Cok devletciydik biz. Normalde, bizim devlet¢iligimizin soyle olmasi lazim,
devlet insan i¢indir. Ama biz sdyle diyoruz, insanlar, devlet i¢in. Bundan dolay1 sikint1 var.
Insanlar diyor mesela, ekonomik sikintilarimiz olabilir ama devletimiz var olsun. Hayir, devlet
senin i¢in var, senin refahin i¢in var. Sen zengin olman lazim, rahat yasaman lazim.

27:27 Siyasal islamcilik diye bir sey var. Su anki iktidar siyasal islamci. Hep boyle insanlara
(...) kotii de olsa, iyi anlatiyor, her sey boyle hamasi, yani mesela ekonomi ¢ok kotii ama biz
diinya lideriyiz, iste ekonomi ¢ok kotii, ama ekonomimiz ¢ok 1yi. (...) dolar kuru ¢ok yiiksek,
ama Tirkiye, Miisliimanlarin lideri. 28:25 Ama insanlar buna inanmaya ¢aligiyor.

28:51 Bizim devlet gelenegimizde bir sikinti var. Bizim devlet gelenegimiz Osmanlidan
itibaren, belki duymussundur, iste, bu Ermeni tehciri var, Ermeniler birinci diinya savasinda
yer degistirilmis. Bu mesela bazi iilkeler bu soykirim diyor. Ciinkii neden, kis, sen insanlari
boyle hareket ettirterek dleceklerini biliyordun. Dolaysiyla sen bunu yaparken insanlar1 aslinda
oliime terk ettin, dolaysiyla, soykirim yaptin diye Tiirkiye'yi sucluyorlar mesela. Simdi, bu
soykirim tartigmalarini bir kenara birakilirsa, o andan itibaren Tiirk devletinde bdyle bir refleks
var. Mesela, biitiin Ermeniler terdrist degildi, o zamanda ceteler vardi 29:48 bunun ismi tagnak,
ama devlet bunlar1 ayiklamak ziyade hepsini ayni grup, hepsini ayni anda yer degistirmeye
caligtirmis. Bu gelenek, ne yazik ki devam etmis. Mesela, Tiirkiye i¢in terdr olaylarinda biitiin

Kiirtler, terorist gibi goriinmese de, terér sempatizan olarak goriilmiis, Kiirt kdyleri mesela
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tasimislar, komple, bosaltmiglar kdyleri 30:26 ayn1 sekilde burada, su olaylarda yasaniyor,
herkes darbeci, herkes vatan haini, herkes cezalandiriliyor. Bu sorun. Devlet¢i olmamak
istedigim konu tam bu. Ciinkii devleti savunursaniz, bu haksizliklar savunmus oluyorsunuz.
Bu yizden devleti savunmak istemiyorum. Devlet her zaman akilli insanlarla, egitimli
insanlarla, liyakat sahibi, yani o isi hak eden insanlar tarafindan yonetilirse ancak devleti
savunabilirim. 31:13 Ama simdi devleti savunamiyorum. Tamamen egitimsiz insanlar,
tamamen cahil insanlar, islamcilig1 kullaniyorlar.

31:22 Bizim vatan kavramimiz devlet i¢ ice. Vatan daha ¢ok toprak olarak goriiliiyor, vatan
topragi, iilke olarak goriliiyor. Vatan sevgimde bir sikintim yok, seviyorum, iilkemi
seviyorum, her ne kadar halkimizda bir sikinti1 olsa da, halkimizin da. Umudum var. Tamamen
kopmus degilim. Hem iilkemdem, hem vatanimdan kopmus degilim. Ama, eskiye gore, ¢ok
fark etti. Eskiden mesela bunlar1 hi¢ diisiinmezdim, sorgulamazdim, iste devlet ne yapiyor,
milletimiz her zaman acaba dogruya karar verebiliyor mu, ¢iinkii demokrasi, sonugta, oy
cokluguyla seciliyor iktidarlar, ve milletimizin ¢ogu buna oy verdigi icin su an iktidar iilkeyi
yonetiyor. Eskiden milletimizi hi¢ sorgulamazdim, ama su an sorguluyorum, devleti
sorguluyorum, ama vatan sevgisi biraz farkli. Vatan ayri, vatanimi sevmeye devam ediyorum.
32:46 Silahli Kuvvetlere bakis acim degisti. SOyle degisti, yeterince egitimli, yeterince zeki,
yeterince caligkan insan olup olmadigi konusunda siiphelerimiz var. 34:38 Ve secmelere
siyaset etkili olmaya baslamisti. Eskiden, Silahli Kuvvetler daha 6zerk bir yapidaydi, simdi
daha bagimli.(...) Silahli Kuvvetlere bakis agimiz bir az daha supheli su an. Kim etki. Mesela,
farkli cemaatgileri de oldugunu duyuyoruz, farkli dini cemaatler, farkli siyasi oluslari oldugunu
duyuyoruz (...) 36:12 Karar mekanizmalar olarak ta, yani kim karar aliyor, karar1 kim veriyor,
ve bu karar gercekten mantikli mi, temelli sebepler sunulmus mu. Bunu bilmiyoruz.

37:03 15 temmuz'dan sonra ¢ok degisti her sey, c¢linkii, Silahli Kuvvetler, ortada 300 tane
generali vardi, bunun 150 tanesi, yani yarisi, 15 temmuzdan sonra hemen ihra¢ edildi, ya
tutuklandi, ya emekli edildi. Sonra kalan 150 de yani zamana yayilarak emekli edildi. Yani,
komple Silahl1 Kuvvetlerin doniisiimii oldu, ve okuyan insanlara hep boyle yaftalandi. Yiiksek
lisans yapmis mesela, dedi ki bu FETOcii, bu cemaatgi. 38:27 (...)simdi mesela generaller,
normal subaylar, normal subaylardan general oluyor. 38:39 Bdyle olunca, ben 15temmuzdan
sonra ¢alistigim i¢in, Silahli Kuvvetlerin durumunu gérdiim. O durumda c¢alismay1 istemem
tekrar.

42:28 Ben 15temmuz'un birebir tanigryim, ben yasadim, ben 15 temmuz'da gérevdeydim. Ben
15 temmuz onlarin anlattifi gibi olmadi. Yalan soyliiyorlar. Soyle, simdi herkes dahil

olmadi. 42:56 Biz ihrag olduk ya, bu olayi temelinde 15 temmuz var. Oncellikle 15 temmuzun
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aydinlatilmasi lazim. 15 temmuz hala aydinlatilmadi, yani, 15 temmuzun nasil oldugunu kimse
bilmiyor. Ben sunu demek istemiyorum, hani mesela, cemaatgilar yapmis olabilir, cemaat¢i da
karigmig olabilir, ama her katilan cemaatc1 degildi ve her katilan da darbeci degildi, ve
katilmayan da sanki katilmis gibi gosterildi. Mesela, Meclis arastirma komisyonu kuruldu,
istihbarat sefi, MIT miistesar1 gitmedi, ifadesi alinmadi miistesarinin. Genelkurmay baskani
ifadeye gitmedi, bunlar en onemli seyler. Sonra mahkemeler oldu, mahkemeleri canli
yayimlamadilar, normalde bu tarz biiyiikk mahkemelerin canli yayinlanmasi lazim, herkesin bir
gormesi lazim, gergekten de bu insanlar suglu mu, yaymlanmadi. insanlar orada ¢ok degisik
olaylar anlatti, bunlarin iistii kapatildi. Iste 15 temmuz icinde irili ufakli ¢ok seyler var, oyun
gibi, senaryo gibi seyler var ve bunun iistii kapatildi, konusulmadi, mesela iste, muhalefetin
lideri, Kemal Kiligdaroglu, CHP'nin genel baskani, o sdyledi, dedi ki mesela 15 temmuz
tiyatroydu, senaryoydu, dedi. Hemen ona sey yaptilar bdyle, sen vatan hainisin, sen iste,
cemaatgisin, FETOciisiin, sen de onlar1 destekliyorsun, sen de darbecisin. Onu
konusturtmuyorlar bile. Ama bunlar gergek, 15 temmuz davalar1 mesela sagma
sapan 44:38 gitti, ki kimse derdini anlatamadi, herkese darbeci muamelesi yapildi. Sanki
herkes.. Tiirkiye askerlik hizmeti, zorunlu askerlik var, mesela 20 yasina gelen her geng askere
gider. Mesela, er deniriz biz bunlara (...) 45:06 bundan mesela darbeci olmaz. Cunk{ darbeci,
ne yapacaksin, darbeci president olacaksin, genelkurmay baskani olacaksin, istihbarat bagkani
olacaksin, sen ne olacaksin sen darbe yapip. Erden darbe, er emir alir yapar. Erleri tutukladilar,
ogrencileri tutukladilar, 6grenciden darbeci olmaz ki, 68renci, ayni, benim anlattigim gibi oldu
olay, dediler ki, teror saldiris1 var, Ankara'ya doniiyoruz, otobiislere bindirdiler ¢ocuklar
otobiise bindi bizimkilerde bir sikinti olmadi. Mesela hava harp okulu, ben kara harp
okulundaydim, hava harp okulunda c¢ocuklar1 otobiislere bindirdiler, Bogazic1 kopriisiinde
cocuklar oldiirdiiler, dove dove, iki tane ¢ocuk 6ldii. Yani sans bazilari icin 1yi, bazilari i¢in
kotd. Sonuglar oldu? 45:57 ama herkes darbeci degildi, ama herkes darbeci gibi - alt1 yildir
insanlar hapiste yatiyor. Oncelikle bunu konusmamiz lazim, darbeyi kim yapt1? Bu is basinda
kim vardi1? Cemaatg1 varsa, cemaatgiler de yargilansin. Su an mesela, iki miliyon kisi terérden
yargilamyor Tiirkiyede, iki miliyon. Mesela ben ceza aldim, 7 y1l 6 ay ceza aldim, benim gibi
bdyle belki 100 binlerce insan ceza aldi, bazilar hapise girdi, bazilar1 girmedi. 15 temmuzun
olay1.

46:43 Ve soyle bir sey var, Tiirkiye'de herkes darbe biliyor, bu daha dnce, {i¢ tane darbe oldu.
Darbe nasil yapilir biliyor insanlar. Ve darbenin nasil yapilmayacagini da biliyor. 15 temmuz

nasil darbeyi yapilmayacagini bir 6rnegidir. Aksam trafik ¢ikisinda darbe mi yapilir?
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48:46 Darbe olmus olabilir. Ben darbe olmadi demiyorum. Bu girisim de olmus olabilir. Ama
bu uygun bir sekilde sorusturulmadigi i¢in, haksizlar da ceza aldig1 i¢in, haksiz yere insanlar,
masumlar da ceza aldig1 i¢in, biz, hiikiimet degistigi zaman belki gercek darbeciler de diyecek
ki, aslinda biz de darbeci degildik, onlar da mesela beraat edecek. Ciinkii, vicdana... hukukun
temelinde bu var ya hani - bir tane masum hapiste olmasindansa, bin tane suclu disarida olsun.
Yeter ki 0 masum iceriye girmesin. Clnki o bir tane masumun iceriye girmesi toplumun adalet
inancini sarsiyor. (...) ve 100 binlerce insan cezaevinde su an.

50:14 Sadece su anki iktidar partisine liye olanlar tutuklanmiyor. Aslinda onlar cemaatgilerle
ortakti, kardesti bunlar, dini yapidan geliyorlar, ayn1 anlayisten geliyorlar.

51:52 15 temmuzda, bu olay olunca, halk tamamen hikimeti destekledi, dedi ki, burada
devletimize karst bir tehdit var, vatanimiza karsi...Yani bu sdylemi ¢ok yaydilar, herkese
yaydilar, dediler iste bu bir darbe girisimi, ama bu aslinda dis gii¢lerin Tiirkiye'ye bir saldirist,
Tiirkiye'yi isgal etmek isteyenler, falan, sagma sapan seyler yaptilar, millet buna inandirds,
millet iktidar1 destekledi, devleti destekledi. Sonra iste baskanlik geldi, eskiden meclis vardi,
simdi bagkanlik var, su an cumhurbagkaninin tek bir karar1 almasiyla her sey degisebilir, her
sey onun yetkisinde, dyle. 15 temmuz iste buna sebep oldu. 15 temmuzda kim faydalandi?
Soru bu. Cemaatgiler m1 faydalandi, cemaatgiler hapiste. Iktidar m1 faydaland, iktidar
baskanlig1 getirdi, su an iilkenin tek hakimi. 15 temmuz'u ac¢iklamiyorlar, agiklamasini
istemiyorlar. Herkesin ne oldugunu bilsin istemiyorlar. Insanlar sugsuz yere hapiste, ¢ogu.
Alper gibi. Alper kursiyer. Daha onun gibi binlerce insanlar var.

56:47 Bir sey yapmamiz gerekir. Hi¢ kimse degistirmez. Su an siyasetin degismesi lazim,
iktidarin degismesi lazim. Bu seylerin diizelmesi i¢in. (...) Biz sug isleyip ceza almadik. Biz
siyasi kararla ceza aldik. Dolaysiyla, siyasi kararlarin degismesi i¢in, siyasetin degismesi
gerekir.

57:23 Babam ihrag oldu, ben ihrag oldum, tamamen sugsuz yere ama bizim akrabalarimiz bile
hala bu iktidara oy veriyor, biz bunlara anlatamiyoruz. Bak biz sug¢suz yere ihra¢ olduk, biz
sucsuz yere ceza aldik diye akrabalarimiza bile anlatamiyoruz, iste OHALda SETA, sonra iste
bu hiikiimet destekli bu yayin organlarin giiciinii anlayaman i¢in sdyliyorum. Cok gugliler,
insanlar1 kandirtyorlar.

57:54 Mesela Alper gibi olup, babas1 annesi ¢ocugu dinlemedi, dedi ki sen bu ise bulastiysan
ben seni evlatliktan reddediyorum dedi, ¢ocuklar1 reddettiler anneler babalar.

58:42 Kimse itiraz edemiyor. Cunkl neden? Hig¢ bir sey degismeyecek. Mahkemelerin
hakimlerini, savcilarini bu hiikiimet atadi, anayasa mahkemesi, en yiliksek mahkeme, tiyeleri

hiikiimet atadi, biitiin Supreme Courtlarin {iyelerini, bu hiikiimet atadi. Bu hiikiimet 20 yildir
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iktidarda, yani otokratiklesmis bir hiikiimetle bas basayiz. Bundan kaynakli da zaten devlete
artik biraz mesafe koyduk. Ciinkii, nerdeyse padisah oldu yani.

1:04:34 lyi {iniversiteler var. Ama bunlar1 cihat alan1 gordiigii igin hiikiimet, buraya rektor
atryor.

1:08:10 Burada iyi bir ordun yoksa, sikintiya giriyorsun. O yiizden biz insanlardan bir giinde
milliyet¢iligi birakmalarimi, bir giinde devletgiligi birakmalarini, bir giinde militarizmi
birakmalarint bekleyemezsin. Cografya uygun degil. Bu tiir cografya milliyet¢i olmay1
gerektiriyor, devletci olmay1 gerektiriyor, militarist olmay1 gerektiriyor, ¢linkii bu cografyada
hep bir savas var. Ama bu yeni degil, binlerce y1l, hep savas.

1:11:39 Insanlar bu siiregte bile dinden sogudu (...) biz normalde, aileden de geliyor, benim
babam polis, biz milliyet¢i bir adam artik degiliz mesela, devletgi bir insan biz degiliz, su an
devletci de degiliz, milliyet¢i de degiliz, ama vatanimizi seviyoruz. Ciinkii neden, bugiin
hiikiimet degisir, yarin baska bir hiikiimet gelir, hukuk diizelir, egitim diizelir, bizim {ilkemiz
giizel bir iilkeydi eskiden. Tekrar giizellesir, sikint1 olmaz. Dolaysiyla vatanimizi seviyoruz,
ama, asker olmak artik degisti. (...) 1:12:29 Asker 21 yiizyilin meslegi degil. Ve Avrupa'da
mesela, Amerikali arkadaslarim var, diyor, sen niye asker oldun, diyor. Cunku orada, hi¢ bir
sey olamayan asker oluyormus. Yani, disarida bir i3y olmaymca, asker
oluyormus. 1:14:40 Tiirkiye'de biz her sey yapabiliyorken gidiyorduk askere, ben giizel okul
da kazanmistim, yani sonradan da isini bulabilirdim, askerlik zorunlu degildi bizde. Ilker
mesela. Asker olmaya zorunlu degildik mesela. Biz bunu bir tercih olarak yaptik, ciinkii
askerlik bizim lilkemizde biraz daha farkliydi. Simdi dyle degil. Simdi sivil hayatlarda isi
bulamayanlar asker olmak istiyor. Egitimi olmayanlar, iyi okullarda egitim almamis insanlar
asker olmak istiyor. Ben buna iiziiliiyorum agikg¢asi, ¢iinkii bu cografyada iyi bir ordu olmak
zorunda. Iyi bir ordunuz yoksa sikintrya, Ukrayna sikintiya girdi mesela, Siiriye mesela, Irak
mesela, Iran mesela (...) mesela Libya, bunlar1 istemedigim i¢in iilkemin basina kétii bir sey
gelmemesi igin, ordunun iyi olmasini isterim. Ama nasil olacak bilmiyorum, diizenlenmesi ¢ok
zor. 1:21:58 ben general olsam, itiraz etsem, hapise girecegim, su sartlarda yine ¢alisamam,
calismak istemem.

1:45:29 Savunma sanayiine yatirim yaparak oradan oy kazanmak istiyor. Bunun amaci da iste
Tiirk milletinin ordusuna, askerine olan takdirini, onu iyi olmasini istiyor.

1:49:22 Din aslinda boyle degil, ama bunlar, dine de boyle sey yaptiklar1 i¢in, referans
yaptiklari i¢in, insanlar dinden de sogudu. Diyor hayir, din bunda kullanilmamasi lazim. Ama
eger onu kullantyorsan, kardesim bir dakika. O zaman ben Miisliman degilim. Ciinkii sen

hirsizlik yapiyorsun, Miisliimanim diyorsun, ben de Miisliimanim ama hirsizlik haram, onu sey
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yapiyorlar, insanlar1 sogutulur, dinlerinden soguttular, milliyet¢ilikten soguttular,
devlet¢ilikten soguttular. Ben mesela, askeri okulda okumasaydim, belki ben de vatanimdan
sogutacaktim. Ben de gidecektim, diyecektim ki lanet olsun istemiyorum, artik bu {ilke benim
iilkem degil, ben baska bir iilkeye gideyim diyebilirdim belki. Sonugta, vatanimdan tamamen
vazgeemis degilim, yaz tatilinde geleyim, esimi, dostumu, akrabalarimi goreyim, istiyorum
yani, tamamen kopmak istemiyorum. Ama bazi insanlar demek o kadar zorladilar ki, onlar
vazgecti gitti. Boyle koti etkiler vardi.

2:06:50 Ben bir magdurum.

2:07:40 Askeri lisedeyken biz, biz dordiincii smifken, Alper tigiincii sinmif, Alper bir yas
kii¢ligiimiiz. Biz oradan tanistyoruz. Hem Alper okuldan arkadagim, hem Ilkerin kardesi, hem
de llker'le ailece goriistiigiimiiz icin Alper'in biitiin yasadigi sikintilar1 biz ortak olduk,
mahkeme siirecine, bu tutukluluk siirecine, hep bu seyi yasadik, ac1 yasadik.

2:08:41 Ben ihra¢ olduguma sevindim. Ciinkii neden, ¢linkii zaten iki y1l Van'da yasamistim,
sikildim dagdan. Biraz medeniyet gdreyim, sehir goreyim istedim. Ihra¢ olunca hi¢ bdyle
diisiinmedim. Niye ihra¢ oldum, {iziilmedim. Sadece iste bir KHKlarla ismimin agiklanmasina

iiziildim. Yani, terorist ilan edildigimize.

11.5. Interview with Ozge Kartal

Date: 27 June 2022
Place: Online/Zoom
Duration: 0:46:17
Language: Turkish

Helena: Askeri 6grencilerin yargilandigi 5 davaya bakiyorsunuz diye yaziyor. Tiim bu
davalara m1 bakiyorsunuz? Toplam kag avukat bu davalara bakiyor?

Ozge: Tam olarak simdi avukat sayis1 sdylemem miimkiin degil, yaklasik dokuz on avukat
variz, yaklasik olarak sdyliiyorum, tam say1 degil bu, sadece sOyle, biitiin dosyalarda olan tek
avukat benim seklinde sdylemisimdir onu, yani bes tane askeri 6grenci dosyasi var, dedigim

gibi, bu bes dosyada olan ortak avukat benimdir diye sdylemisimdir, ¢iinkii baska arkadas
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aklima gelmiyor, bu bes davaya bakan. Hepsinde varim derken iki ii¢ tane de olsa miivekkilim

var, konuya vakfim demek istemisimdir.

Neden sectiniz bu davalar1? Siz mi sectiniz yoksa?

Ozge: Benim sdyle, bir uzaktan akrabam var i¢lerinde, yani enistemin yegeni kendisi, teyzemin
esinin yegeni oluyor, onun vasitasindan girmistim, iste. Kuzenim 18 temmuzda haber vermisti,
boyle boyle bir durum var, hani cocuk ortada yok diye, ben iste onu aramak i¢in yola ¢iktigimda
kendimi tam olarak bu olaylar ortasinda bulmus oldum. Yani onu buldum sonra, cezaevinde
buldum, falan filan derken, akabinde diger 6grencilerle tanigmam oldu ve ben tam olarak bu

olaylarin igine girmis oldum.

Simdi bu bes davamiz var ve biitiin bu davalarda olaydan iki y1l sonra, 2018de bir karar ¢ikt1
bildigim kadariyla, 2016dan 2018e kadar neler oldu? Ogrenciler tutuklu mu yargilandilar?
Ozge: Ogrenciler tutuklu yargilandilar ve bir kismi hala tutuklu olmayr devam ediyorlar,
tutukluluklar1 bitmis degil, bir kism1 gecen hafta ¢ikti, bir kismi daha evvelden g¢ikmust.
2016dan beri tutuklu olan 6grenciler su anda mevcut zaten ve ¢ogunluk tutuklu su anda. Bir
kismi1 ¢ikt1 sadece. Cogu hala tutuklu dedigim gibi. 2016dan 2018e kadar bir dénem biz bir
sene kadar zaten iddianame bekledik, ¢ogunda yani, yaklasik bir sene diyeyim, bazilarinda
daha az bekledik, bazilarinda daha ¢ok bekledik, ondan sonra hemen apar topar yargilamalar
yapildi iste, ¢ogu arastirmasini istedi 04:19 onlar vardi, yapilmadi iste, aleacele bitirilmeye
calisti, 2018 hepsi karara ¢ikt1 zaten, bir dosya haricinde, yani, 4 dosya, 2018de karar1 ¢ikti,
diger dosya 2020de karar1 ¢ikti, ve sonradan iste yakalanmalar, tutuklanmalar ve saire oldu,
ama yine yargitay o dosyay1 bozdu su anda, en ge¢ o karar1 ¢ikmasina ragmen, yargitayindan
en erken o karar ¢ikti, yargitay o karari bozdu mesela, 2018de 25 Mayista karar1 ¢ikan bir
dosyamiz vardi, yargitay onu da bozdu, iste digerlerinde ama bekliyoruz.

Helena: Ve bildigim kadariyla biitiin bu 6grenciler TCK'nin 309 maddesinden yargilandan,
yani Anayasa ihlal sucundan?

Ozge: Anayasal diizeni ihlalden yargilandilar evet.

Helena: Ve miiebbet veya agirlastirilmis miiebbet aldilar. Iste sonra, mesela Digitiirk davasinda
yargitay karar1 bozdu ve anayasa ihlal su¢una yardimdan yargilanmalari hilkkmetti. Bu suclar
arasindaki fark nedir?

Ozge: Soyle, Dijitiirk davasi su sekilde oldu, Dijitiirk davas1 bozuldu, yargitay biraz karmasik
bir karar vermisti, yani o karardan birden fazla mana ¢ikartabiliyordur hukukcular, yani iyi

yorumlayanlar iste, sizin dediginiz gibi, darbeye yardim olarak algiladi, kotii yorumlayanlar da
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iste Orgiitle alakas1 yoksa, orgiitle iliskilendirebilecek bir delil yoksa darbeye yardimdan der,
eger iligkilendirilebilecek bir delil varsa anayasal dizeni ihlalden tekrar miebbet olarak
algiladilar, mahkeme tam olarak bu sekilde algiladi, bir kismina yardimdan verdi, bir kismina
da, biiyiik bir kismina da, tekrar miiebbet verdi, diizelteyim, darbeye yardimdan vermedi
onlara, bir kismina darbeye yardimdan verdi, biiylik cogunluguna tekrar miiebbet verdi, bu ayri
bir hukuksuzluk olusturdu, yani, yargitayin karari, bizce yanlis yorumlandi, ama yargitayin
vermis oldugu karar da tartisilir, yani &grencilerin anayasal diizeni ihlale yardim etme
hususunda tartigilir yani. Yardim etmek su sekilde, yani tam olarak olayda etkin degil, ama
arka planda olayin gerceklesmesi i¢in yardimda bulunuyor demek. Digeri, direkt olayin
icerisinde bulunmus, bu darbeyi istemis ve yapmak i¢in ugragmis, hani faili olmus, seklinde
nitelendirilebilir. Tabii 6grenciler ne yardim noktasinda, ne de direkt fail noktasinda bir
durumlar s6z konusu degil, simdi ¢ocuklar bdyle bir durumu bilmesi de s6z konusu degil,
darbeden ¢ogu zaten habersiz bir sekilde ¢ikariliyorlar, ve devaminda da yani haberleri yok,
yapabilecekleri zaten bir seyde yok, bir sekilde ordan ¢ikarilip bir yere gétiiriilmiis oluyorsunuz
ve elinizde hi¢ bir sey olmuyor, bu noktada yapabilecekleri bir sey yok, iste bunlarin
degerlendirilmesi gerekiyordu ama tam olarak degerlendirilmedi o dosyada.

Helena: Simdi karmasik bir durum var ortada. Havuz medya bu dgrencilere FETOcii diyor,
ama onlar anayasa ihlal su¢undan yargilandilar. Yani bu iki su¢ nasil iliskilendirebilir.

Ozge: Simdi bu havuz medya olacak kisiler zaten olayr FETOniin yaptig1 bir darbe diyorlar
zaten, o yiizden hani bunlar FETOcii, aym zamanda darbeciye getiriyorlar, o sekilde. Hani
FETOniin yaptig1 darbe, ve bunlar FETOcii oldugu igin darbeci oluyorlar, otomatik olarak ta.
Bunu bu sekilde nitelendirmek ¢ok yanlis, yani, cocuklarm FETO iltisaklari tam olarak tespit
edilmis degil, o havuz medya zaten kafasina gore yazdigi icin onlar ¢ok ta bir delilerle
konusmadiklar1 i¢in onlarin da dayandiklari noktalar geri de kalan o6grencilerden, orgiit
diyeliginden yargilananlardan mesela etkin pismanlikla, yani, ben orgiit liyesiyim diyenler
sayesinde 08:26 diyor ki iste, bunlar bu sekilde yerlestirilmisti, genel diyor direk, failler,
FETOniin yaptigi darbe, bunlar da FETOcii,, otomatik darbeci, ama bu sekilde
nitelendiremezsin, yani bir kisiye FETOciiysen, darbecisin aym zamanda diyemezsin, yani o
gece yapmis oldugu fiile bakarsin, biliyor mu, bilmiyor mu, ona bakarsin, kast1 var m1 yok mu
ona bakarsin, bunu nitelendirsek ¢cocuklarin zaten haberdar olmadig: belli yani, cogu dosyada
sabit yani, bunu Hava Harp Okulda sonra da mesela, bu ihraglar1 ve saire olduktan sonra, bu
Hava Harp Okuluna yeni gelen komutanlarin diizenlemis oldugu raporlar vardi, orada zaten
kim senin bu olaydan haberdar olmadigini ifade ediyorlardi, yani haberdar olduklarina dair biz

bir veriyi edemedik diyorlar, onlar bu seyilde sdyliiyorlardi, ama yani onlar kendilerine fail
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artyorlar yiiksek ihtimalle ¢ilinkii askeri 6grencileri ¢ikarttiginizda darbenin faili kalmiyor. O
zaman bu noktada insanlar siipheleyecek, diyecek ki madem bunlar da degil, hani kim yapt1 bu
i51? Gergekler ortaya c¢ikabilir. Havuz medya demek ki gercekten korkuyor, bilemiyorum.
Helena: Ve bu 6grenciler FETO iiyeliginden hig yargilandilar m1? Yani biitiin bu bes davada?
Ozge: Yani FETO hep bizim i¢in geri planda kald: ¢iinkii anayasal diizen gegitli bir su¢ oldugu
icin bir de, yani anayasal duzeni ihlal daha blylk bir problem oldu bizim i¢in, yani 6érgit
iiyeligiden ayn1 zamanda zaten anayasal diizeni ihlalden ceza aldiginiz zaman ondan ceza
almiyorsunuz, o yilizden biz oOrgiit iiyeligini bdyle hep bir geri planda takip ettik, ¢ok
mahkemede degerlendirilmedi, mahkeme direkt zaten cezalandirilma yoniinde bir karar
olusturdu, bizim sdylediklerimiz hep havada kaldi, cok dikkate alinmadi. Onlar da ust
mahkemelere atladilar, hani biz bu igin i¢inden ¢ikamayiz, biz bu isi kaldiramayiz, hani bunun
neticelerini, biz bunu iist mahkemelere atalim, onlar tasin altina elini koyarlarsa koyarlar,
koymazlarsa da artik, yazik olur bu ¢ocuklara, onlar1 toplu olarak tist mahkemelere atlar, Ust
mahkemelerde iste en son verdigi karar1 da zaten darbeden ¢ocuklari beraat etmesi gerektigini,
bliylik ¢ogunu beraat etmesi gerektigi kanaatina vardi, iste digerlerinde de, orgiit iiyeliginden
degerlendi ve saire.

Helena: Ve bahsettigim davalarin durusmalarinda Cumhurbaskan1i Erdoganin da, Milli
Savunma Bakanliginin avukatlar1 da hazir bulunmus bir habere gore.

Ozge: Dijitiirk davasinda da, diger davalarda da onlar hep basimizdalar. Hepsinde varlardi.
Helena: Bir az agiklayabilir misiniz ¢link{i anayamiyorum, onlar m1 sikayetci?

Ozge: Milli Savunma Bakanlig1 katilma taleplerini Yargitay aslinda kabul etmedi, ¢iinkii zarar
gordiiglinti diistinmiiyor, katilma sifat1 yok. Milli Savunma Bakanlig1 bu iste magdur olarak,
bizi magdur eden Milli Savunma Bakanligi, yani bu ¢ocuklar zaten, devletin okulundan bir
sekilde gonderildiler, orada devletin kontroliindelerdi, orasi devlet okulu, bakin, orasi
FETOniin okulu falan degil, orasi devlet okulu, hala devam ediyor okul yani, degistirdiler,
seklini degistirdiler ama c¢ocuklar devletin okuluna gidiyorlar, devletin atadigi komutanlarin
emrindeler, bakin yani, bunun altin1 ¢izilmesi gerekiyor, ¢linkii ben biitiin durusmalarda
sOyledim, tegmen riitbesinden albay riitbesine kadar ilgili kuvvet komutani tek Milli Savunma
Bakanligin onayiyla ataniyor bunlar. Oraya bdyle tepeden dgrenci se¢miyor, aa sunu ¢ok
begendim, benim komutanim su olsun, ya da bunu ¢ok begendim benim komutanim olsun diye
bir sey yok. Devlet koyuyor oraya, mevzuati da devlet koymus, diyor ki, mutlak itaat edeceksin,
emri itaat edeceksin diyor, yani her sey devletin kontroliinde bunlar, bakin, yani Milli Savunma
Bakanlig1 kendi kontroliinii saglayamiyorsa, kiigiiciik ¢cocuklar ne yapsin? O yiizden sifati

mifatt yok. Evet katilma sifat1 yok, biz onlardan zarar1 gordiik.
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Helena: Bir sey anlamadim yani, Cumhurbaskanin avukati niye katild1? O kisisel olarak...
Ozge: Cumhurbaskan1 sugtan zarar gérmiis, o yiizden katiliyor. Ben anlayamiyorum, ama siz
anliyorsaniz (laughing)

Helena: Hukuki olarak anlayamiyorum, cilinkii anladigim kadariyla anayasal ihlal sugunda
devlet...

Ozge: Bu hukuki ¢ercevede diisiinmeyin, burasi cok hukuki ¢ercevede diisiiniilen bir iilke degil.
O ylizden kendisi zarar gordiigii i¢in avukati hazir bulunuyor yani. Bagimizda, karsimizda
duruyor. Ugrasmayin, biz de anlayamadik. Ne yapacagiz.

Helena: Bir de bu dava siireci i¢inde usuli giivencelere ve diger insan haklarina aykir1 hangi
davranislara rastladiniz?

Ozge: Onu birlesmis milletlerden cikan bir karar, detayl olarak izah ediyor. Biz baslangic
olarak spesifik ornekler verecek olursak, mesela avukat miivekkil goériismesi normalde
dinlenemiyor, ama baslangicta OHAL siirecinde basladigimiz i¢in, tamamen, iki tarafinizda,
iki gardiyan, yaninda benim gardiyan oluyor, ¢ocugun yaninda gardiyan oluyor, ortada ses
kayitci, boyle biz birbirimize bakiyoruz hani, iste yanimizda da bagskalar1 var, o sekilde mesela,
savunma hazirlamaya galistyorsunuz ve saire, olay1 6grenmeye ¢alistyorsunuz, tabii, bagimizda
seyler duruyor, infaz korumalar duruyor yani, o sekli, normalde bu tarz bir durum usule
tamamen aykiri. Miivekkille vekilin goriismesi hi¢ bir sekilde dinlenemez normal sartlarda.
Ama biz normal sartlarda baglamadik bu isi iste, olaganiistii sartlarda basladik iste, o ylizden
bir stirti hak ihlali oldu, mesela en baz 6rneklerinden bir tanesi, bu yani. Onun disinda bir gok
hak ihlali var zaten, iste durusmalarda ve saire, olan durumlar inceledigimizde bir ¢ok hak ihlali
var. Tam o siirecte adil yargilamadan bahsedilemez. Mesela ¢ocuklarin ilk olarak kollukta
ifadesi alinmadi, direkt savcilikta ifadesi almadi, direkt su¢ ceza agikladi, normal usul nedir,
iste, ya kollukta? ya savcilikta ifade alinir, hatta ikiside gerekirse ifade verilir, ondan sonra sug
ceza hakimligi bir karar verir, bunlar direkt hi¢ ifade alinmadan, su¢ ceza hakimligine ¢iktilar,
sonradan savcilar gidip ifade almaya basladi, yani 6nce ben seni tutukluyorum, sonra ifadeni
alacagim. Bu da usulen hatal1. Bir siirii usulen hatali durum séz konusu. Ornekleri cogaltabiliriz
ama birlesmis milletlerin karari, orada hak ihlaleri.

Helena: Ve 6grencilerin 15 temmuz gecesinde yasadiklarini iceren ifadeleri ve taniklarin
ifadeleri goze hi¢ alind1 m1?

Ozge: Yargilamalarda dikkate alinmadi. Yani ilk bastaki yargilamalarda hi¢ alinmad,
sonrasinda iste, dedigim gibi, iki dosyada Yargitay, mesela Dijiturk dosyasinda da dikkate
alindigini diistinmiiyorum, insallah tekrar yargitaya gider, daire de degisti, simdi dikkate alma

durumu olur, onlar da ¢iinkii ¢ocuklarin hi¢ bir seyden haberdar olmadiklarina dair beyanlar
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vardi, hi¢ bir sey dikkate alinmadi o dosyada. Ama simdi gelen bu FSM dosyas1 dedigimiz,
Sultanbeyli dosyasi dedigimiz kararlarda Yargitay bir az daha bir seyleri irdelemis ve incelemis
goziikiiyor, o agidan daha olumlu kararlar, stire¢ olumluya gidiyor diyebiliriz. Yiizde yliz dogru
seyler var mi, o da tartigilir. Clinkii son verdigi karar, Sultanbeyli dosyasinin kararda 15 ¢ocukla
alakali darbeye yardimdan ceza istemis, ayn1 sekilde ¢ikartmiyorsun, bir kismi beraat ediyor,
bir kism1 darbeye yardim ediyor, ki darbeye yardima iliskilendirdikleri fiiller de zaten yardim
amaclh degil, farli amagla yapilan fiiler, farkli sekilde olan durum, onlar1 mesela dikkate
almamis. Simdi biz tabii onlar1 tekrar ifade edecegiz, Yargitay bu konuda yiizde yiiz degil, ama
iyiye dogru ilerliyor, onceki verdigi kararlara nazaran, daha iyiye dogru ilerliyor, diyebilirim.
Helena: Akinci Ussii davasini takip eden gazeteci Biisra Taskiranla konustum, ve tegmenlerin
ailelerinden bagka bazi insanlarin davaya seyirci olarak katildiklarini sdyledi ve kursiyer
tegmenlere hakaret ettiklerini sOyledi, yani siz benzer bir seye rastladiniz m1?

Ozge: Yani, rastlamamak miimkiin degil. Bizim de bir K&prii dosyamiz vardi o iste Bogazici
kopriisiinde olan, yani simge yaptiklar1 yer davada, sdylenmeyen hakaret kalmadi. Ben mesela
hayatimda duymadigim kiifiirler duydum orada, bize de hakaret ettiler, ¢ocuklara da hakaret
ettiler, pez siseler havada ucusuyor, sandalyeler falan, bozuk paralar falan geliyor, o sekilde
tabii oldu. Farkl: kisiler seyirci olarak geldi. Hatta bazilar1 getirilmis da olabilir, otobiislerle
insanlar geliyor da, ben orada o kanaata vardim. Getirildikleri kanaatina vardim.

Helena: Bu yasaya aykirt m1?

Ozge: Durusmalar herkese agik. Tabii hakaret noktasinda, Tiirk Ceza Kanununda hakaret sucu
diye bir sug var, karsidaki kim olursa olsun, hakaret edilmiyor normal sartlarda, ama bize
ettiler. Hain iste, kopek, kiifiirler falan.

Helena: Ve sizin i¢in zor mu oldu bu isi yapmak? Sizin arkadagslarinizdan, ailenizden, onlar
yardim etti mi size yoksa, nasil oldu bu siire¢ sizin i¢in?

Ozge: Bu siire¢ bizim i¢in zor oldu, uzun olmasi zor oldu agik¢asi, uzun siirdii, onun haricinde,
yapacak bir sey yok, birilerin miicadele etmesi gerekiyor, hani siz etmezseniz bagkasi etmezse,
bu sefer meydan bagkalarina kaliyor, niye kendi ¢ocuklarimizi yedirelim ki, onlar bizim
cocuklarimiz, bizim i¢imizden ¢iktilar yani, her ne kadar devlet inkar etse de bu ¢ocuklar
onlarin ¢ocuklar1 yani, devlet kiiltiirlinde yetisen ¢ocuklar yani, devlet kendi evlatina sahip
cikmiyorsa biz sahip ¢ikariz. O yiizden 20:52 ilerledim ve c¢ocuklar gergekten tertemiz
cocuklar, ben alt1 senedir taniyorum, kefilim ben, tanissaniz siz de bunlarin da, ne orgiitii
kardesim, ne darbesi derseniz yani, kimseye zarar veremeyecek ¢ocuklar kesinlikle. Cok siikiir,
0 Yyuzden, bu bizim gayretimiizi artirdi yani, ben hani inanmadigimiz, masumiyetine

inanmadigimiz kisiler olsaydi, biz de artik hadi, neyse de, ¢eksinler cezalarini artik ugrasacak
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bir sey yok, ne yapalim, suglularmis, sucluysa cezasini ¢eksin, moduna gegebilirdik, yani
herkesi savunmak var, o isimizi yaptiktan sonra geri planda kalabilirdik, ama gergekten
masumiyetine inandigimiz kisiler yani ve bdyle cocuklar gordiigiin zamanda, bir yiiziine
baksaniz anlayabileceginiz bir sey, ¢ok zor degil. Hasir nesirseniz, ve bu islerle ugrasiyorsaniz,
yiiziinden bir insanin ne yapabilip ne yapamayacagini anlayabiliyorsunuz yani. Oyle ¢ocuklar
oldugu igin, biz gelecekleri diisiinerek o ¢ocuklarin elimizden geldigince yardimci olmaya
calistyoruz, eksiklerimiz vardir muhakkak, ama elimizden geldigince yardimci olmaya
calisiriz, tabii alt1 sene, zor ve yipratici gecti bizim a¢imizdan zaten, ama dedigim gibi biz de
onlarin masumiyetlerine inaniriz, o gayretimizi arttirdi.

Helena: Insanlar size nasil bakiyordu bunu yaptiginiz i¢in?

Ozge: Cevremdeki insanlar sol goriislii insanlar oldugu igin genel olarak, benim ailem
destekledi, agikgasi, rahmetli babam 06zellikle, ¢ok biiylik destek¢imdi, basta annem biraz
tereddiit yasadi ¢linkdi, savcilik sinavina girdiginde sikinti olur, simdi, daha kolay olabilir, ve
saire, 0 hep boyle memuriyet kafasinda kendisi, o mesela sey yapti, ben karar vermistim, babam
da mesela ¢ok destekledi, karisma kizima dedi, o yapiyorsa dogrudur, dogru bir yoldadir, o ¢ok
destekledi mesela, Allah Rahmet Etsin, o en buyik destekcilerimden bir tanesiydi, ama
ailemden, genis ailemden bir tepki gérmedim agikgasi, hep ¢cocuklarin magduriyeti noktasinda
hemfikirdik biz. Bu konuda benim a¢imdan bir sikint1 yasamadi. Belki de dedigim gibi, sol
gorlslii bir aile olmasi biiyiik bir avantaj vardi, benim i¢in, onlar biraz daha 1limh
bakabiliyorlar olaylara, o acidan ben problem yasamadim, ¢evrem noktasinda bir sikinti
yasamadim. Diger insanlardan, onlarin disindakilerin s6zii cok umrumda olmadi agikgasi, yani
devir degisiyor, bugiin orada olan, yarin baskasi olacak, onlar1 elestirenler olacak bilemem ben,
Oyle bir bilgim, gordiigiim i¢in sdyleyemiyorum, ama Tiirkiye Cumhuriyetin Tarihine Baktiin
zaman, hep bir olayda hep birileri magdur edilmis, ondan sonra baskalari magdur edilmis, hani
bdyle olaylar olmus. Haksizlikta ses ¢ikarman lazim ki yarin senin kapina bir sey geldiginde
senin i¢in ses ¢ikarabilen birisi olsun. Bunun goriisii yok, sag1 solu yok aslinda, yani o agidan
bakti§imiz zaman, bu bir adalet miicadelesidir, herkese adalet lazim.

Helena: Bir de bagska bir sey, bu bahsettiginiz Yargitayin bozma karari, diger davalar i¢in hangi
etki olusturacak, bir emsal karar olarak algilanabilir mi?

Ozge: Normalde algilanmas1 gerekir, yani baska bir yargi olsun, algilanmas:1 gerekir, ama
tereddiit yasadigimiz noktalar var, acaba baska bir karar veriyor tereddiite diisiiyoruz ¢linkii
farkl kararlar da olabiliyor. Yargitay bazen isine geldigi gibi davranabiliyor, o yiizden, tam bir
hukuki bir durumdan bahsetmiyoruz, iist mahkeme de olsa, bence ¢ok hukuki isledigini

diistinmiiyorum, hani siyaset de isin i¢ine giriyor ya, hani o ylizden tam emin olamiyoruz, ama
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normalde emsal tegkil etmesi gerekiyor, yani, ayni kaptan ¢ikan ayni ¢cocuklar. Hatta Kopri
dosyasinda devreler var yani, FSMdekiler mesela farkli olaylar yasamis, mesela
koprudekilerden farkli olaylar yasamis ama ikisi de ayni yerden ¢ikti, ayni otobiislere bindi,
farkli otobiislere binmis ama, ayni giizergahta ilerliyorlarmais, birisi bir sapaktan girmis, digeri
yalnislikla devam etmis. Insanin kaderini belirleyen bu ¢izgi olabiliyor. Bir sapak insan
kaderini belirleyebiliyor. Iki cocuk 61dii o dosyada. Bir insanin kaderi bir sapak belirleyebiliyor
bu iilkede, o yiizden, yargitay onlar1 simdi ayni karar verdigi slipheye diisliyor ¢iinkii hani
koprii dosyasinda simge olarak gdosteriyorlar, simge iste, oldugu icin de farkli bir karar
cikartmayi ister istemez insan diisiinliyor, normalde ¢ikmamasi gerekiyor, dedigim gibi, ayn
cocuklar, fark eden bir sey yok, birisi bir sapaktan gitmis 6tobiisle, digeri baska bir yere, ikisi
de ayn1 oranda, 6l¢iide habersiz olaylardan, ama dedigim gibi, o yiizden, isin i¢ine bagka seyler
girdigi zaman, farkli kararlar verilebiliyor. Mesela Orhanli dosyasinda keza, bu son ¢ikan
dosyada, karari ¢ikan dosyada, Sultanbeyli dosyasinda onlarin mesela da devreleri var, birisi
baska bir 6tobiise biniyor, digeri bagka bir yere gitmis yani, aslinda bir farklar1 yok
birbirlerinden, ama gittikleri olay mabhalleri farkli, siyasi olay girerse, farkli kararlar da
cikabiliyor. Normal sartlarda, ama ayni devre, ayni yerden ¢ikmis, emsal olmas1 gerekir.
Helena: Ve nasil baz1 6grenciler tahliye ediliyor ve digerler hala hapiste, ayn1 dosyada, nasil
bir fark olusturuluyor?

Ozge: Aym dosyada, simdi Yargitay karar verirken bazilar1 orgiit iiyeliginle iliskin evrak
geldigini soyliiyor, iste, Orgiit iiyeligi evrak dedigim bdyle devasa bir sey beklemeyin,
bunlarda, sabit hatlarda mesela aranma diye bir muhabbet var, yani sizi simdi, surada ben sabit
hattan artyorum, tamam mi, ama siz mesela kimin aradigini1 bilmeyebilirsiniz, mesela, ben sizi
bes sene Once aramis olsam, benim arayip aramadigimi diisiinemeyebilirsiniz ¢linkii sabit hat
ya, baskasiin iizerine kayith bir biife telefonu, herkesin kullanima acik bir yerden ben sizi
artyorum mesela, bes sene once aramisim, bes sene sonrasinda geliyorlar diyorlar ki, ya iste
hanimefendi, sizi kim aradi bu sabit hattan, biz 6rgiitlin aradigini diisiiniiyoruz. Ne diyorsunuz
bu ise, diyorlar. Ne diyeceksiniz, hatirlamiyorum, diyorsunuz, bes sene 6nce bir yerden sizi
birisi aramig, ya, hatirlamiyorum diyorsunuz, aa olur mu, nasil hatirlayamiyorsunuz, ben
orgiitlin aradigini diisiiniiyorum, sdyle diyor, seni kim aradi diyor, orgiit mii arad1 diyor. Yani,
bu bir delil olarak degerlendiriliyor mesela, bu iilkede, sagmalik bir durum. Mesela, bunu
arastir demis mesela Yargitay, birka¢ ¢ocuk hakkinda, onlar1 tahliye etmemis. O aragtirma
bitene kadar, tutuklu kalsinlar demis kendi kafasinda. Mesela birisi ¢ikmais, etki pismanlik diye
bir sey var bu lilkede, ben buna tutuklanmanin onceki...tutuklanma tehditi altinda ifadeler

veriyorlar, diyorlar ki benim disinda su da var, ama destekleyici mahiyette bir goriintiidiir, bir
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seydir yok. Aa Oyle mi, sen Orgiit liyesisin, onun da ismini mi verdin, ha tamam, o da 0 zaman
orgiit liyesi diyorlar. Adam her orgiitiin iiyesi oldugunu kabul ediyor, hem bunu kétii bir hain
diyorsun, hem de onun sdyledigine ...kelami1 gibi inanip baskasini itham edebiliyorsun. O tarz
kisiler var, onlar1 da tanik olarak dinlenmesi ... tavsiyede bulunmus. Ayni dosyada ayrt ...
sebebi bu. Ama tabii o saglikli bir ayrim olmamis, mesela hakkinda hig bir sey olmayanlar var,
bir arastirma istememis, bes kisi var, onlar1 da tahliye etmemis.

Helena: Ve diger davalarda son durum nedir?

Ozge: Simdi Dijitiirk dosyas1 yargitaydan dondii, dedigim gibi, bir kism1 yine yardimdan
cezali, bir kismi tekrar miiebbet aldi ¢ocuklarimizin, o yargitaya basvuru yaptik, tekrar
yargitaya gidecek, diger Sultanbeyli ve FSM dosyas1 dedigim dosyalarimiz yargitaydaydi,
bozuldu, bunlar ilk derece mahkemesinde yargilamalar tekrar baglayacak, tekrar yargilama
yapilacak, Orhanli ve koprii dosyasi dedigimizde yargitaydan hi¢ karar ¢ikmadi, simdi o
kararlar1 bekliyoruz.

Helena: Ve yargitayin kararidan sonra siire¢ nedir, 6grenciler AIHMye basvurabilirler mi?
Ozge: Bozarsa AIHMye gerek yok basvurmaya, tekrar yargilama devam ediyor ya, ilk derece
mahkemesine doniliyoruz ya, sikinti yok, ama Allah muhafaza, ki bu ihtimal digiinmek
istemiyorum, bu ¢cocuklar zaten masumiyetini yiizde yiiz inandigim ¢ocuklari oldugu i¢in, onu
diisiinmek istemiyorum, ama Oyle bir durum olsa Anayasa Mahkemesine basvuracagiz, i¢
hukuk yollarint ATHMye gitmek igin tiiketmemiz gerekiyor, AIHMye basvuracagiz bu konuyla
alakali. Eger Anayasa Mahkemesinden olumsuz bir karar ¢ikarsa AIHMye gidecegiz.

Helena: Gazetelerde bulabildigim bilgiler ¢ok karmasik, numaralar olarak. Dava dava i¢in
numaralari, kag insan tahliye edildi, ka¢ insan hapiste nereden bulabilirim?

Ozge: Dijitiirk dosyasinda 37 6grenci var, askeri 6grenci, bunlarmn 10 tanesi su an disarida, 27
tanesi hala tutuklu. Sultanbeyli dosyasinda 116 tane 6grenci var, bunlarin 66s1 tahliye edildi,
50si hala tutuklu. FSM dosyasinda normalde 70 tane 6grenci var, bunlarin 18 tanesi tutukluydu,
9 tanesini tahliye ettiler, 8 tanesi hala tutuklu. Koprii dosyasinda 48 6grenci yargilandi, bunlarin
4 tanesi tahliye edildi, 44 6grenci hala tutuklu, Orhanli Dosyasinda da 59 6grenci var, 59 da
tutuklu.

11.6.Interview with Biisra Taskiran

Date: 15 March 2022
Place: Online/Zoom
Duration: 1:24:49
Language: Turkish
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Helena: Ilk 6nce sana kendini tanitabilir misin birazcik, diye soracaktim.

Biisra: Adim Biisra, Biisra Taskiran. Ben de aslinda 15 temmuzden sonra kamu goérevinden
ihra¢ edilmis biriyim. Idari yargictim, ben de. Idari yargig gérevinden 2017 yilinda ihrag
edildim. ihrag edildikten sonra bir siire cezaevinde kaldim ben de, sekiz ay kadar, ve siireg
igerisinde biraz aktivizmle bulustuktan sonra kendimi siirecte gazeteci olarak buldum, yaptigim
insan hikayeleri iizerinden gazetecilik faaliyetleri baglamis oldum. Simdi avukatlik yapiyorum,
ayn1 zamanda da gazetecilik yapiyorum.

Helena: Ve ihrag¢ edildikten sonra senin i¢in avukatlik yapma zor oldu mu?

Biisra: SoOyle, zaten yasali olarak Once vermediler, hani, iste, uzun bir siirecte 6nce staj
bagvurularimiz kabul edilmedi, KHK, kanun hiikkmiinde kararnameyle ihra¢ edildigimiz igin,
bir daha kamu gorevine giremeyecegimiz s0ylendi. Aslinda avukatlik serbest bir meslek, hani
baktigimiz zaman, yani vergi konusunda iste serbest meslek makbuzu kesiyoruz, mesela,
serbest meslek erbabi olarak sayiyoruz, ama, bir kamu gorevi olarak nitelendirdi Adalet
Bakanlig1 ve uzun bir siire bizim basvurularimiz1 reddetti, sonra Istanbul ve Ankara Barosu
baslatti kabul etmeye ve iste, kabul etme islemine kars1 Bakanlik dava agmaya bagladi,
stajyerimizi durdurmaya basladi, bu sirada, iste, bagvuruculardan bir tanesi, iste, o siireyi, o
stireci tiiketti, Anayasa mahkemesine gidebilmisti - ilk bagvuranlardan - Anayasa mahkemesi
hakkinda olumlu karar verdi, dedi ki, avukatlik meslegi, iste, kamu gorevi degildir, bu kisiler
avukatlik yapabilir diye. Anayasa mahkemesinin karar1 {izerine biz yineden sey yaptik, iste,
mahkemeler olumlu karar vermeye basladi, ve biz de o siirecimizde olumlu bir sekilde
tlkettik ama o da, tabii ki, bizim igin neredeyse bir buguk, iki y1llik bir zaman kayboldu.
Helena: 15 temmuzu nasil hatirliyorsun ve sonraki siirecini? Daha detayli bir sekilde anlatabilir
misin?

Biisra: Ben idari bir yargictim aslinda 15 temmuz giinii, idari yargi¢, hakim adayiydim, yalniz
meslek kabulum olmamusti, staj yapiyorduk, 15 temmuz olduktan sonra, iste, biz zaten,
hakimler arasinda belirli insanlarin... daha dogrusu soyle, 15 temmuz oldu, 15 temmuz gecesi,
askerlerden Once, darbeyi yaptig1 iddia edilen askerler 6nce hakimler sey yapildi, gbzaltina
alindi, ya sOyle soyleyeyim, hi¢ asker gozaltina alinmamisken iste sekiz yiiz kusur,
hatirladigim, hakim, savci gozaltina alind1. Iste, ondan sonra, bir on giin sonra, iste, yine de bu
kadar da hakim, savci, gbzaltina alindi. Ben yaklasik, iste, sekiz ay sonra,falan, ihra¢ edildim,
thra¢ edilmem konusunda, iste, bana sunduklar1 gerekce, iste, meslekteyken, iste, Adalet
Akademisinden hakim ve savcilarin "egitim aldig1 okulda, okulda egitim goriirken bazi kisileri

yOnetim ¢ekmis ve demis ki, iste, bize arkadaslarimi nerede kaldiklarini, iiniversitede
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ogrenimlerini iste, kimlerle, hani, konustuklarini, arkadaslik yaptiklarini anlatin. Ve aslinda biz
hakimlik yaparken 15 temmuzdan 6nce bizi fislemisler, yani, muhalifsin veya muhalif degilsin
diye. Bu 15 temmuz 6ncesinde olmus aslinda. 15 temmuz sonrasinda da iste bilgi edindikleri,
iste, muhalif olarak gordiikleri kigileri tek tek ihrag ettiler. Yaklasik sekiz ay sonra ihrag oldum,
15 temmuzdan sonra, ama, 0 zaman, meslek kabulumuz olmadi, iste, meslek kabulumuz
olmayinca ister istemez mesleki bir mobing yasiyorsun, yine stajer olarak devam ediyorsun, o
mobinge karst durmak zorundasin, ve sonrasinda da ihra¢ olduk kanun hiikkmiinde
kararnameyle.

Helena: Ve sen muhalif oldugundan mi ihrag¢ oldun, hangi gerek¢e verdiler sana? Yoksa
herhangi bir gerekce vermediler ihra¢ olman igin?

Biisra: Thra¢ oldugumda, hani, ben sadece, ismimi bir gece, iste, Resim Gazetede yayinlanan
ilanda gordiim, onun &ncesinde herhangi bir...aslinda sorugturma oldu benimle ilgili, normal
herkes ¢ok kimseye olmadi, biz en son hemen hemen ihra¢ olan gruptuk. Daha once kisilere
olmadi, ama mesela, i¢ sorusturma oldu, o sorusturmada da, iste, hakkimda, cemaat {iyesi
olduguma dair bir iddia oldugunu sdylediler, iste, buna dair bir, iste, delil olarak ta bir sey
sunmadilar.

Helena: Ve ihra¢ olduktan sonra bu askeri 6grencilerin olayini aragtirmaya mi basladin? Niye
basladin? Niye ilgini ¢ekti?

Biisra: Soyle, ihra¢ olduktan sonra, May1s gibi, iste, ihra¢ oldum, o davada benim iste, askeri
ogrenci davasiyla baslamadim ben, bir Akinci Ussii davas1 var, Tiirkiye'de, iste, darbe
davalarindan biriydi, orada bir yakinim yargilaniyordu, bir arkadasim diyeyim, ben, iste, ihra¢
olduktan sonra...sonucta bir hukukguyum, eski bir idareci, ben bir oturup ta bir seylerin
olmasini bekleyemem hani, ¢ok fazla insan haklar ihlaleleri yasandigini gordiim, sadece bu
belirli bir kesimde degil, biitiin Tiirkiye'de yaygin bir sekilde, farkli gruplara uygulanan bir
seydi bu. Ne yapabilirim diye diisiindiim, hani, o davasini1 izlemeye 6nce kafama koydum,
hani, davasini izleyerek sosyal medyada belki ifadeleri yayinlayabilirim diye diistindiim ¢iinki,
iste, o davada hi¢c bilgi edinemiyordu, hani, iste, bu tiir gazetecilerin gelmesine izin
verilmiyordu, iste, hani, belirli kisilerin sadece izlemesi izin veriliyordu. Ben de, hukuk
fakiiltesi, iste, mezunuyum, falan, diye girdim hani. Daha dogrusu, daha ¢ok AK Parti kadin
kollar1 ya, buradaki iktidar partisine mensup olan kadinlar dava izlemeye ve davada bagirmaya,
hakaret etmek i¢in toplanip getiriyorlardi, bunu iste, partililer yapiyordu, ve sonunda, mesela,
bazilar1 bu kisilere para verildigini gériyordu, ben gdrmedim ama, sadece oraya gelip
mahkemenin diizenini bozsunlar diye. Ben, agikcasi...falan davadaydim, genel onlarin arasina

karisip geliyordum (laughing). Yani boyle bir tiir yol bulmustum, bekliyordum disarida, onlar
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girince onlarin arasina karisip gidiyordum ve hi¢ bir sey sdylemiyorlardi, ama normal bir
gazetecisi giremiyor, ya da bir hukukcu ve saire Gok zorluk yasatiyorlards. Iste ben sekiz giin
falan davayi takip ettim, o yakin bana siirekli doniip bakiyordu, bu olay dikkatini ¢ekmis, bana
stirekli bakmasi ve ben de sosyal medyada bu davayla iligkin ifadeleri yaziyordum. Sonra, iste
bir giin giris yaparken - dikkatlerini ¢ekmistim zaten - iste, benim, bir tanesi, TCm da, oraya
girerken TC kimlik numarasini aliyor, iste, kimligini aliyor, falan, TC kimlik numarasindan
ihra¢ oldugumu goérmiisler, bunu bagka bir sekilde arastirmislar anladigim kadariyla, ve beni
orada apar topar gozaltina aldilar, ve sekiz ay kadar cezaevinde kaldim bu yiizden.

Helena: Sadece gozaltinda mi1 kaldin, mahkemeye girmeden?

Biisra: Yok, gézaltindan sonra tutuklama oldu. Zaten, orada sey oldu, beni gozaltina alirlarken,
basta bir sey sunmadilar yine, iste, ted subeyi falan caldilar, oranin amir beni darp etmeye
calist, sen kendini akilli m1 zannediyorsun, iste, sen kimsin, hani, falan, ilk, iste, sey diye
aldilar, iste, FETO'niin terdr drgiitiin yeni savunma teknikleri yazmaktan gibi (laughing), ben
o davay1 izleyip yeni savunma teknikleri yaztyormusum. Bu iddiayla aldilar ilk énce, ondan
sonra, alt1 ay kadar hemen hemen dosyam iste, Eskisehire gitti, ¢iinkii sonradan dosya, bu
dosyay1 boyle aldilar, ama sonra ihra¢ dosyama doniisler, terdr oOrgiitii...doniistii, hani bu
iddialar gitti, hani davay1 izledim ve saire, bunlar yargilamamda yoktu, ama bununla aldilar
beni. Iste, alt1 ay Eskisehir, iste, Ankara merkezi, Sincan arasina dosyam gitti, sonra ikinci...ilk
durusmada ifade vermedim, savunma yapmak istemedim. Ikincide ifade, savunma yaptim,
ikincide de ¢iktim be, tahliye oldum.

Helena: Ve hangi gerekgeyle seni tutukladilar?

Biisra: Ben, aslinda, sey, davayi izledigim i¢in gozaltina aldilar. Ve iste, ihra¢ olmus biri
oldugum igin siipheli gordiiler. Zaten ben oradayken, goézaltina alinirken, hani orada
bekletilirken, oranin amiri seninle ugrasacagim, seni tutuklatacagim gibi ifadeleri kullaniyordu.
Sey yapt1 yani, etkili oldu bu konuda da.

Helena: Sorabilirsem eger, senin i¢in nasil bir tecriibe oldu? Benim i¢in inanilmaz bir sey,
cezaevinde kalmak.

Biisra: Aslinda hi¢ beklemedim, gézaltina alindim ve tutuklandim, hani, boyle bir sey de
beklemiyordum o anda, hani, hazirlikli, evden falan alinmadim o anda, iste, hi¢ bir seyim yoktu
yanimda, iki giin gbzaltinda kaldim, o sirada. Ac¢ikgasi, ilk basta miidiiriin o tehditlerinden ¢ok
korktum, 'seni bulacagim' dedi, 'seninle ugrasacagim' dedi, falan. Yani, sdyle bir olay
yasamistim, iste, ben o giin aslinda ¢ok korktum, hani, iste, gelecek, beni bulacak, darp edecek
ve saire, falan diye; sabahleyin iste saglik kontroliine giderken, iste, memura sey sordum, hani,

burasi, iste, benim burada oldugumu o kisi biliyor mu, buranin amiri mi, ve saire gibi, o sey
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demislerdi, diin gece onun atamasi ¢ikti, baska bir yere diye, o yani, bir sekilde, erken atamasi
cikmasaydi, gelip beni bulacakti, ve s0yle bir sey olmustu. Gozaltina alindiktan sonra bir saglik
kontroliine gotiirdiiler, saglik kontroliinden sonra o kisi tekrar...Araf mudur, ismi Arafti, iste
tekrar aradi, dedi onu bana geri getirin, ve ben, iste, tekrardan beni Sincan, davanin
goruldiigii yere getirdiler, iste o kisi, iste, kolumdan tutarak, iste, bu hain, ben yakaladim, iste,
bu haini tutuklatacagim gibi video ¢ekildi - (surprised) bu ¢ok, hani, normal olmayan bir
durum. Sov yapt1 benim iizerimden. Ondan sonra, gozalt1 ve saire derken, cezaevi bu siireci
aslinda benim i¢in, bence...Daha aktivist bir ruhum yoktu benim, daha kendi halimde bir
insandim. Mesela, yapmak istedigim bir seyler var, ama aktivizmi ¢ok bilmiyordum,
cezaevinde farkli insanlarla tanistim, iste, oradaki magduriyeti gorebildim, iste. Bu adli ve
siyasi, hepsi ayni...biitiin sug¢lular i¢in soylilyorum, yani, insani bir kosul olmadigin1 gordiim.
Orada bir arkadasla tanmigmistim, hala goriisiiyorum, bana sey demisti, burada neyi
degistirebiliriz diye hayatina... bak. Hani, burada bir suclu gibi Kkal..., burada neyi
degistirecegiz, hani, o tiirlii mesela, sey diyorduk, hani, mesela temiz su bir haktir, ama orada
insanlar satin aliyorlar, ya da, iste, ne de telefon hakki, iste, aileni arayabilmen igin kart1 satin
alman gerekiyor, kart1 satin alamazsan, aileni arayamiyorsun, mesela telefon goriisme hakki
bir haktir, ve bir {icretsiz olmalidir. Bu temel insan...Mesela, saati satin aliyorsun, saati satin
alamazsan saat ogrenemiyorsun mesela. Bu bir insani haktir. Evet, ¢ok korkung degil mi, yani,
paran yoksa hig bir seysin aslinda. Isle bdyle temel insan haklar1 hakkinda not aliyorduk ve
konusuyorduk bunun iizerine, iste su olmali, bu olmali, hani, diye. Cezaevinde, iste, dedigim
gibi, farkli insanlarla tanistim. Benim i¢in, ben cezaevini ¢ok kotii anlatmiyorum, yani, benim
icin sekiz ay ¢ok ¢cok uzun degildi, ama ¢ok sey katt1 bana.

Helena: Ve sonra nasil bagladin arastirmaya bu diger askeri yargilama siireclerini?

Biisra: Sonra, iste, tahliye olduktan sonra, iste, ailemin yanina geldim ve ailenin yaninda, iste,
bir siire kendime gelmemi bekledim. Sonra, Ankara'da, bir Halk Demokratik Partisi'nden Omer
Faruk Gergerilioglu var, o bir ¢agrida bulunmustu, iste, ihra¢ hukukculari, iste, Ankara'ya davet
etti. Ayn1 zamanda, iste, Omer Faruk Gergerilioglu'nu biraz arastirdim, o da ihragmus, ve saire,
her yerinde, her yerde karsima aktivist ¢ikiyordu, iste, aktivist Omer Faruk Gergerilioglu.
Aktivizm nasil bir sey (laughing) diye aragtimaya basladim. Aktivist kelimesinden,
aktivizmden, iste. O sira, Insan Haklar1 Derneginin Eskisehir - Eskisehir'de yasiyordum -
Eskisehir'de, zor kosullarda, insan haklar1 aktivisti nasil olunur gibi bir paneline denk geldim.
Ondan sonra, ilk 6nce o panele gittim, iste, panelde cezaevinden ¢iktigimi, bir konugmaci
olarak iste, sey, yani, bir katilimc1 olarak, cezaevinden ¢iktigimi, iste, cezaevinde sdyle soyle

ihlaller oluyor, mesela, insanlar infaz hakimligine basvuramiyorlar, ya da, iste, saglik hakiyla
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tehdit edilebiliyor, hani, temel insan haklar1 noktansinda g¢ok sikinti yasadiklarini falan
anlattim. Bunun tizerinden Eskisehir... yoneticilerden birisi benimle orada irtibata gecti. Ordan
iste, bir dernek seriivenim basladi ve bir aktivizm seriivenim basladi. Onun pesi sira, iste,
Gergerilioglu, Omer Faruk Gergerilioglunun bir davet vardi. Oraya gittigimde, iste, bir cok
hukukcu vardi, yine orada sz alip konustum. Omer Faruk Gergerilioglu'yla sonrasinda,
birlikte bir seyler yapmak, sempozyum diizenleme, iste paneller diizenleme karar1 aldik, ben
de oranin en geg liyesi oldugum icin bana genelde o sempozyumu yonetme, modere etme gibi
isleri veriyorlardi. Sempozyumlar1 modere ederken, bir ¢cok insan katiliyor, iste askeri 6grenci
aileleri katiliyor, iste, Tiirkiye'de kaybedilen insanlar var, kacirilip, iste, goézaltinda
bulunuyorlar, bunlar bir y1l, iki y1l haber alinamiyor, aileleri artyor, onun haricinde, iste, KHKl1
oldugu i¢in bir ¢ok, mesela, ¢ocugu elinden alinmis bir aile var, on ii¢ yasinda, on dort yasinda,
o kadar siire ¢gocuk anne baba demis, ama anne de baba da ihra¢ edildigi i¢in kamudan, o
koruyucu aile olarak yetimhaneden aldiklari ¢ocugu elinden almiglar gibi. Boyle hikayeler
basladi iste, bu sempozyumlarda konusulmaya, tam o siralar iste, tam 2018 yili falan, ben de
bunlar1 gazetecilere dedim ki duyurmamiz lazim, iste, Euronews'e , BBC'ye sey yaptim, mail
atttm, BBC biraz ge¢ dondii bana, Euronews'ten sOyle dediler, beni freelance gazeteci
zannettiler, iste, biz bu konuyu istiyoruz, yapabilirsiniz. Ben dedim, gazeteci degilim, ama,
dediler, bizim Ankara'da gazetecimiz, seyimiz yok, hani, irtibatta oldugumuz bir gazeteci yok,
peki siz...CV'mi istediler, iste, ben ihra¢ hakim oldum, falan, bir de kendim bir blog sayfam
var, yazi yaziyordum oraya, iste, blog sayfami falan attim, biz sizin yazilarimizi da begendik,
bize bu tiir sey yapabilirsiniz, dediler. Ondan sonra, iste, bir kameramani1 ayarladim, iste, ve
haber yapmaya basladim, iste, ikinci haberim, anneler giiniinde, askeri 68renciler, yine Melek
Cetinkaya o panellerden birinde konusmaciydi ve benim de aslinda takip ettigimi biliyorlard:
uzaktan, hani, sonra Melek hanimla basladik, ilk 6nce annelerle konustuk, o sene, o yaptigim
haber, ilk haberim Euronews'in, iste ikinci en ¢ok izlenen o haberi oldu, hani. Sonra, iste,
anneler, hani, o zaman daha bdyle aktiflerdi, iste, Adalet Yiirliylisii yapmak istediler, iste,
davalarini takip ettim, her gelisme olunca yeni bir haber yaptim. Ve aslinda benim i¢in sey
degil, hani, ben haberi yapayim, patlatayim iste, hani, degil, iste, yaptigim her haberden sonra
Deutsche Welle'ye, BBC'ye, Duvar'a, iste, etrafta oldugum biitiin gazetecilere iste annelerin
numalarini attim, irtibatlarint verdim, siz de haberini yapin, siz de duyurun diye, ve gergekten
o Euronews'un haberinden sonra digerler de yapmaya basladilar, ¢linkii baktilar ki ¢ok izlendi,
¢ok, hani, begenildi, ve onlar da yapmaya basladilar. Sonugcta onlar1 da haberdar etmek icin,
bakin, boyle boyle bir gelisme var, iste, siz de haberini yapin, falan, diye, ve gergekten,

kamuoyundan bir karsilik buldu askeri 6grenciler, ¢linkii, kimse, on sekiz yasindaki bir
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cocugun darbeden dolay1 miiebbet ceza almasini kabul edemez. Hig bir vicdan kabul edemiyor.
Ve, hani, Melek Cetinkaya ve avukatindan da 6grenmissinizdir, hani, davaya katilan karsi taraf
avukatlar bile basta bu ¢ocuklarin tahliye olacagini soyliiyorlardi. Ya da, savci bile, ilk basta,
tutukladiktan sonra zaten, onlar tahliye olur diyordu, hani. Cocuklarin bu cezay1 almasi aslinda
birazcik da sundan kaynakli - o giin sahaya ¢ikmalarindan dolayi, eger bu ¢ocuklar1 tahliye
ederlerse, bunun akabinde iste, kursiyer tegmenleri de tahliye etmek zorundalar, iste, silsile
halinde digerleri de gelecek. Oray1 kapatabilmek, kapatmak i¢in emsel olusturulmasi i¢in bu
cocuklar acikg¢asi hukuken yakiyorlar.

Helena: Sana gore, onlar1 bir 6rnek olarak mi aldilar, 15 temmuzun bir 6rnegi olarak?

Biisra: Simdi s0yle, hukukta s6yle bir durum var. Bir eylemi cezalandirisin, kisiyi degil. Simdi
o giin, onlar, komutanlarini dinleyerek sey yaptilar, Yalova'dan ¢iktilar, ve Istanbul'a geldiler.
Simdi, benzeyen durumda olan ¢ok fazla insan var. Simdi, emre itaat kurali oldugu igin,
atiyorum, Akinci Ussii'ndeki kursiyer tegmenler de diyor ki, bize emir verdiler, iste terdrle
miicadele dediler ve biz o yilizden bunu yaptik. Bizim haberimiz yoktu, hani. Darbeyi
duyduktan sonra geri ¢ekildik diyorlar. Simdi, askeri 6grenciler de diyor, biz darbeyi halktan
ogrendik, sonra polise teslim olduk, hani, bizim haberimiz yoktu. Simdi, eylem ayn1 oldugu
icin simdi buna, eger, askeri 6grencilere beraat verirse, kursiyer tegmenlere de beraat vermek
zorunda, binbastya da beraat vermek zorunda, ya da iste ayn1 durumda olan iist tegmene de sey
vermek zorunda, hani ceza vermek zorunda. Yaklasik simdi, iki bin kisi yargilaniyorsa
askerlerden, s0yle sdyleyeyim, bin bes yiizlinii tahliye etmek zorunda, eger askeri 6grencilere
olumlu bir karar verirse, ¢tnki bir emsal olacak.

Helena: Ama sana gore bu durum hukuki mi, adil mi? Sana gore, askeri 6grencilerin durumu
insan haklar1 thlali mi?

Biisra: Simdi ayn1 durumu yasayan erler de var. Er diye tabir ettigimiz kisi vatani gorevi i¢in
askere giden, iste, on iki ay kadar kalip sonra...olan insanlar. Simdi onlar da emire itaat ettigi
icin basta miiebbet ceza aldilar, sonra iste, yaklasik bes y1l sonra, ii¢ y1l sonra, tahliye edildiler.
Simdi, askeri Ogrencilerin ilk basta, iste, gozaltilarinda biiyiik olaylar olmus iste,
cocuklari iskence iddialar var, iste, bazilarin tecaviiz olaylar1 var, bu kursiyer tegmenlerde de
var, iste, tecaviiz edildigi sdyleniyor, iste, dayak atildig1 sOyleniyor, iskence edildigi, sonra iste
yine, askeri 0grencileri ilk cezaeve girdiginde gorevli olan bir gardiyanla konusmustum, infaz
kurumun memuruyla, infaz kurumun memuru c¢ocuklarin cezaevindeki ilk giinlinde
dovildiiklerini sdyliiyor ve kendisi de gordiigiinii sOyliiyor, sahit oldugunu sdyliiyor, ve benim
de, iste kaldigim donemde, cezaevinde, kursiyer tegmenlerle kalmisti, onlar da iste,

gozaltindayken belirli araliklar tuvalete girdiklerini, iste arkadan bir kisinin ellerini tuttugunu,
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ve iste, bir kisinin de onlar1 dovdiiklerini sdyledi, yani. Diizenli olarak, gbzaltinda, iskence
gormiisler. Zaten yemek verilmemis, iste, cok az bir tereyag ve bal gibi, kiigiik, minik
tereyaglardan, recel daha dogrusu, bal degil, iste, on kilo, on bes kilo gozaltinda kilo kayiplari
yasamislar ve doviilmisler, iste, mesela tuvalete gitmeleri izin verilmemis, bir ¢ogu altina
yapmig,nesela 0 sirada, hatirlayabildigim seyler bunlar. O gozalti siirecinde ¢ok biiyiik
iskenceler olmus. Hatta sey diyorlar, Ankara'da iste 6zel bir grup geldigini ve iste, o
grubun... Azrail dediklerini, bu Azrail'in iste, gozaltindan saglam ¢ikana dua ettiklerini falan
soyliiyorlar. Iste, gecenin bir sira bir alip gotiiriiyorlarmis, mesela, birilerini, ya da uymalarma
asla izin vermemisler diye gozaltinda, siirekli ses yapilmis mesela, gézaltinda tam daliyorlar,
uyuyorlar, o sirada iste demirlere vuruluyor, uyandiriliyorlar gibi, hem savunma hakki ihlal
eder nitelikte. Bu uygulamalara maruz kalmis, ama askeri 6grenciler de, kursiyer tegmenler de,
hani, benim duydugum seyler bunlar. Maruz kalmis, burada bir insan haklar1 ihlali var.Ha.
Sonra yargilama asamasinda da soyle bir durum var, savunma haklar1 tam olarak verilmemis
bu insanlara, mesela, nedir, ben katildigim bu sekiz giinliikk izlenimimde, e kisi savunma
hakkini kullanirken iste taraf, seylerde, miisteki kisminda bir sey firlatabiliyor, mesela, su sisesi
firlatilabiliyorlar, kiifiir edebiliyorlar, bagirabiliyorlar ve orada kisinin tamamen kendini, ifade
edebilmesinin Oniline geciyorlar. Ya da, iste, benim sahit oldugum, mahkemeden 1israr
istedikleri ve masumiyetlerine delil olabilecek belgelerini savcilik talep etmemis ya da dosyaya
koymamis, hakim da kararli istemiyor mesela. Aslinda burada dogruya, hakikate erisme
noktasinda o erisebilme hakkini ihlali de s6z konusu. Yine, iste, ifade savunma sirasinda,
mahkemede, iste, asagiya indirilip doviilen insanlar da var. Mesela, askeri 6grencilerden bir
cociik gbziinli kaybetmis, iste, gdzaltinda, evet, sonrasinda iste, yeni o ¢ocuk mahkeme
sirasinda doviilmiis, hani, bir sey diye bahsediyorlar, géziime vurmayin demis, iyice goziine
vurmuslar, benim, bir zaten goziim goérmiiyor, demis. Onun haricinde de, yine, benim
Ankara'da kursiyer tegmenleri takip ettiSim dosyada yine bir c¢ocuk doviildiiglini
biliyorum, nezarethanede. Ve, iste, mesela, doviildiikten sonra ceza yonetim kabul etmemis
cocugu, demis ki biz size saglam verdik, hani, siz de doviip getiriyorsunuz, sey, hastaneye
gotiirlip raporunu geri gotiireceksiniz demis mesela hani. Bu tarz, boyle iskence, devamli bir
iskence devam ediyor, bir de sorusturulmiyor, Tiirkiye'de maalesef ki bu tarz olaylarin iizerine
gidilmesi takipsizlik karariyla veya hi¢ sorusturma agilmayarak kapatiliyor. Bunun haricinde
yine, askeri 0grencilere mesela ¢ok hizli karar verildi, iste 15 temmuzdan sonra alt1 ay gibi bir
kisa siirede, ¢cocuklara miiebbet verildi, sonra iste, kararlar bozuldu, geldi, simdi bu yargilama,
mesela alt1 aydan daha uzun siiriiyor, ilk derece mahkemesinde ¢ok kisaydi yargilamalari,

bunun haricinde, heyette, yanli oldugunu belirtir davraniglarda bulunuyor, iste, kiiclimseyici
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davranabiliyor karsi tarafi, ya da, iste, dedigim gibi, talep ettigi belgeleri istenmeyebiliyor,
sahit olduklari, bu sekilde, tabii ki, ben, kararin sonucunda, daha dogrusu, bu iste, muebbet
hapis cezasinin, yaptigi... ¢cocuklarin fiili de sey oldugunu diistinmiiyorum, tutarlt oldugunu
diisiinmiiyorum, evet, o gece sokaga cikmislar, ama sdyle, Yalova'dan Istanbul'a
gotiirlilmiisler, ve bu da onlarin sadece egitim adi altinda bildikleri bir seydi, halktan
O0grenmisler, buna dair bir de videolar var, ¢ocuklarin, hani, nasil ya, 6yle mi1 olmus dedikleri,
ve o anda silahlarin1 zaten biraktiklari, silah kullanmamis benim izledigim tayfa, takip ettigim
tayfa, silah kullanmadiklarini. Bir de, iste, o gece, orada olan kisiler mesela mahkemeye gelip,
iste, bu cocuklar darbeci degil, bu ¢ocuklar biz boyle sdyleyince hemen, iste, teslim oldular,
polise gittiler, gibi, ifade kullanmis. Mesela, su da ilging, ¢ocuklar hakkinda o geceye dair
olumlu ifadeler vermek isteyen taniklar, mahkemede dinlenmiyor, kabul edilmiyor, hani.
Taniklar gidip aglayanlar var. Iste, ¢ok fazla hani, bu noktada, aslinda sugsuz olduguna dair
sey var. Tamam belki, sunu sey yapabilirsin, eger bir terdr orgiitiin oldugunu diisiiniiyorsan, bu
cocuklarin eger baglanti oldugunu diisiiniiyorsan terdr orgiitli liyeliginden yargilayabilirsin,
hani, ama bir darbe, sonugta, kasitlar1 yok.

Helena: Sana gore niye askeri 6grenciler miiebbet cezasina gaptirildi, ama daha {ist riitbeliler
ceza almadilar, niye 6yle oldu sana gore?

Biisra: Ya ben, bu meseleyi, niye askeri dgrenciler iizerine kaldi ben de acik¢asi ¢ok bir
cevabim yok. Ama su olabilir, hani, mesela, o giin simgesel bir seydi, koprii kapatildi mesela.
Kopriiniin kapatilmast hep askeri 6grenciler lizerinden, hani, bu verildi, iste, askeri 6grenciler
o gece kopriideydi, iste, koprii kapatildi, ve bir darbe goriintiisii hep o koprii lizerinden yapilda.
Hani o koprii olayinin etkili olabilecegini diisliniiyorum, ya agikg¢asi, benim de aklim almryor,
yani, neden bu kadar askeri 6grencilerin iizerine gidildi, ¢linkli mesela, biliyorsun, o gece bir
Yurtta Sulh Konseyi listesi yaymlandi, su darbeyi yapinca yaptigi iddia edilen kisilerin listesi,
mesela. O liste tahliye oldu. Diisiinsenize yani, askeri, darbe yaptig1 iddia edilen kisilerin
listesiydi, ve o kisiler tahliye oldu. Gergekten akil alabilir bir durum degil.

Helena: Ve sana gore bu durum Tiirkiye i¢in gelecekte nasil bir onem tasiyacagini
diistinliyorsun? Yani, bdyle bir siirecin nasil bir 6nem tasiyacagini diisliniiyorsun?

Biisra: Bu ¢ocuklar, bu ¢ocuklar...mtebbet bir kismi alacak, bir kismu iste, darbeye yardimdan
alacak, boyle bir durum s6z konusu, belli. Artik, Yargitay bu konuda net bir karar, emsal karar1
olusturmus nitelikte, iste ... olmayan ¢ocuklar darbeye yardimdan almis olacak ve bu ¢ocuklar
eger bir yasa diizenleme gelmedigi miiddetce de cezaevinde kalacaklar. Simdi, baktigimiz
zaman, s0yle bir durum da var, Tiirkiye'de, tam say1 bilmiyorum, ama, ihra¢ olan asker sayisi,

atiyorum, iki yiliz bin diyelim, iki yiiz bin degil, seksen bin diyelim, mesela, bu seksen binden
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cok az aslinda darbe cezasi1 aldi, hani, cemaat iddiasiyla, sey yapilan, ihrag edilen kisi sayisinin
belki yuzde biridir, miiebbet cezasi alanlar ve, o yiizde birde, en diisiik riitbe sahibi olan askeri
ogrenciler, yani, o generallerin iste, ya da ¢ok yiiksek riitbeli insanlar iiyelikten ceza aldigini
goriiyoruz ama en alttaki kisilerin miiebbet hapis cezasi aldigin1 diisiiniiyoruz. Bu akilla pek
aciklanamiyor, ama bu siire¢ nasil bir siireg, nasil bir sonu¢ dogurur. ilk 6nce demokrasi bu
tarz adil gibi yargilama hakkinin yasitilmasi aslinda vuku buluyor. Demokrasi, demokrasi
denince olmuyor. Hani, demokrasi temel insan haklarina veya iste, adil yargilama hakkina
erisimin saglanmasi lazim, ama vatandaslarin kendini giivenli hissettigi zaman aslinda
demokrasi oluyor. Bu, evet, Tiirkiye'de siiregelen insan hakklari ihlali var, daha 6ncesinde
mesela, atiyorum, soyle sOyleyeyim, cezaevinde bir kadinla hani, arkadaglarim tanismis, kadin
sadece sunu sOylemis, iste, mahkeme sirasinda, iste ben PKK'nin bir ter6r orgiitii oldugunu
diisiinmiiyorum. Bu kadinin hig bir eylemi yok, hani, silahl1 bir ¢atismada bulunmamus, silah1
bulunmamis, sadece mahkeme sirasinda, dedi ki iste, ben bunu diistinmiiyorum. Diislinmiiyor
olabilir, degil mi? Diisiinmiiyordur, eger kimseye zarar vermezse, bu bir sey degil. Ama kadin,
miiebbet hapis cezasi almis. Evet miiebbet hapis cezasi almis ve Sincan, kadin kapal
cezaevindeydi, benim iste tahliye oldugumda...simdi herhalde, alt1 yil1 falan kalmis, kadin.
Yani, biitiin 0mrii orada ge¢mis. Aslinda, bakti§in zaman Tiirkiye'de hani, belirli grupla, bu
devletin, bu hukuksuz kararlar1 altinda 6miirleri gidiyor, geciyor veya bu gektiriliyor. Bundan
da askeri 6grencilerin bir sene sonra, iki sene sonra tahliye olacagini diisiinmiiyorum. Bu
cocuklar bu cezay1 politik olarak bir sey yapilmazsa ¢ekecek. Mesela, simdi, Kildigdaroglu,
Kemal Kiligdaroglu, CHP parti genel baskan1 diyor ki, ben, diyor, ben Demirtasi ¢ikartacagim,
askeri 6grencileri ¢ikartacagim diyor mesela. Bu mesele artik hukuken ¢oziinebilecek mesele
degil, politik olarak ¢oziilebilecek bir mesele. Hani, tabii ki de, Kemal Kiligdaroglu askeri
ogrencileri tahliye ediyorum diyemez, ne yapacak, ceza indirimi ya da bir af gibi bir sey
cikartacak, bu sekilde olacak. Ama bundan sonra artik, hani, yargilamalardan bir sey
beklemiyoruz. Hani, tabii ki de, bunu, sunu da diisiinmek lazim, ge¢miste yasayan insanlar
olmus, simdi yasayan insanlar var, gelecekte asla bu hukuksuzluklarin teminat1 bu yasananlar.
Biz ses c¢ikartmayinca, bir sey yapmayinca, hiikiimet veya politik liderler diyor ki zaten
Tiirkiye'de bir diisman hukuku var, yani diisman iizerinden siyaset {riitiilityor, bir Kiirt iste,
sey yapiliyor, Gtekilestiriliyor, ve Kiirt diigmanlig1 {izerinden bir siyaset yiiriitiiliiyor, Alevi
diismanlig1 tizerinden bir siyaset yiiriitiiliiyor, simdi cemaat {izerinden bir siyaset yiiriitiiliiyor,
simdi sonrasinda da bir baska birisi {izerinden siyaset yiiriitiiliince bu siiregelen bir sey. O
yuzden hani, birlesmeli ve bu hukuksuzluga hayir demeliyiz ki bir dahaki insanlar yagamasinlar

bunu.
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Helena: Sana gore bu askeri 6grencilerin haklari i¢in senin gibi miicadele eden, yoksa Melek
Cetinkaya gibi miicadele eden insanlarin ve biitiin KHKIlarin diger hafizas1 var, 15 temmuzla
ilgili ve OHAL ile ilgili bambagska ve devletce makbiil goriilmeyen bir hafizasi var. Sana gore,
bu hafizanin yoksa eylemlerinizin bir miicadele potensiyeli var mi, bir opozisyon kurma, bir
muhalefet kurma potensiyeli var mi1 sana gore?

Biisra: Simdi sdyle, bu ihrag¢ olan insanlar ¢ogu cemaat iiyesiydi, evet. Ve cemaat kiiltiiriinde
insan bireysellesemiyor, bireysel bir refleks liretemiyor, cemaat kiiltiirii Tiirkiye'de diger
seylerde de dyledir, cemaatlerde de Oyledir, fikir tiretmekte veya iste pozisyonu almakta, veya
aktivizmde c¢ok gerideler. Simdi bu ihra¢ olan ve ihra¢ olan kesimin ¢ogu evet cemaatin
kiiltiirtinden gelmisti bir de Tiirkiye'nin genelinde zaten eylem yapmak, devlete kars1 ¢ikmak
pek hos karsilanmaz. Cok devletci bir yapidan beslenir zihniyet, hani aktivizm ¢ok boyle nadir
yetisen bir bitki gibi insanlar, ¢ok nadir yetisen bir birey aktivizmle tanigabilir. Mesela, bugiin
bir eyleme katildim, emekliler ge¢inemiyoruz iste diyor, ve zam istiyorlar. Simdi adam,
climlenin baginda, sonunda, ortasinda dedi ki 'ben anarsik degilim kizim' (laughing). Yani,
anarsik degilim. Siirekli bunu belirtmek istegi duyuyor. Neden? Ciinkii, anarsizm gibi eyleme
katilmak. Hani basin aciklamasma katilmak, bir sendikalasma, bir derneklesme, hani,
Turkiye'de cok boyle, yaygi bir kiiltiir degil. insanlar daha boyle, daha sesimi ¢ikartmayayim,
daha goriinmeyeyim, hani, daha dikkat ¢ekmeyeyim hani, isimi goreyim bitireyeyim, iste,
mesela, atiyorum, mesela yurt disinda, bir cok dernek kiiltiirii cok fazlaymis, insanlar bir siirii
dernege, bir dernege iiye yazilabiliyormus, ya da, bir sosyal aktivitesi var, onunla ilgili bir
kiiliibe yazilabiliyor, Tiirkiye'de boyle bir durum pek fazla yok, insanlarin boyle ilgileri yok.
Simdi, bu ihrag olan tayfa da genelde iste Tiirkiye'nin zeki olan, hani, ama maddi durumu diisiik
ve orta gelirli olan ailelerin ¢ocuklari. O yilizden, hani, pozisyon alamiyorlar. Ya da, buna
aligmamislar. Simdi, ihrag¢ olanlarin ¢ogu su an da yurt disina ¢ikti, bir ¢ok insan yurt disina
cikti, yurt digina buna dair bir eylem yapiliyor mu, ¢ok konforlu bir alan, ¢ok hukuki korumalar1
var, yapmiyorlar. Ciinkii bu bireysel, i¢sel gelen bir duygular1 yok buna dair, bir refleks
olusturamiyorlar buna dair. Mesela, hakimlerden bir sesimizi ¢ikartalim dedigim zaman, ya biz
sicili temiz, hani, meslege geri donebiliriz, hi¢ devlete kars1 ¢ikmayalim, belki bizi geri alirlar
refleksi daha fazlaydi. Simdi mesela, bir ¢ok insan ihra¢ oldu ama, bir dernek kuramadik,
mesela. Bir dernegimiz yok. Ya da, iste, bir eylem yapilacagi zaman iste katilimcimiz yok.
Ama, su da var, devletin bizim lizerimize baskisi cok fazla. Mesela, iste, biz 6rgiitlenelim, hani,
sesimizi ¢ikartalim diye KHK platformlarin1 kurduk iste, her ilim platformu var, iste, Ankara
KHK platformu, Eskisehir KHK platformu. Mesela, bu platformlar Uzerinden bir siyaset

liretme, insanlar1 cesaretlendirmeye, iste, biraz daha Ozgilivende bireysel olarak fikir
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iiretebilmelerine vesile olmay1 ¢alistik, yani, birlikte bir seyler yapmaya ¢alistik, ama orada da
mesela, yirmi kisiyle basladiysak azaldik, ¢cogalmadik yani. Maalesef ki. Bu birazcik, hani,
Tiirkiye'deki o bu aktivizmin aslinda ¢ok benimsenmemesi, makul goériinmemesinden
kaynakli.

Helena: Ve sana gore, askeri 6grencilerin durumu niye o kadar medyada yer gérmedi, bu bir
neden mi, su an sdyledigin, yoksa baska bir seyden dolay1? Ciinkii sdyledin ki, senin
ropdrtajindan sonra daha ¢ok ilgi gordii, ama ben 2016'dan itibaren bunu takip ediyorum ve
cok az medya ilgisi gorda.

Biisra: Soyle, belki biz boyle ¢ok, hakkimizda ¢ok az haber ¢iktig1 i¢in askeri 6grencilerin
hakkinda ¢ikan haberlerin ¢ok oldugunu da diisiiniiyor olabiliriz. Ama benim gézlemim, ben
askeri Ogrenciler hakkinda halkin da, medyanin da agik bir goriis sahibi oldugunu
diisiiniiyorum. Hani, ya da, temas ettigim kisiler, bana bunu hissettiriyor. Ben artik, mesela,
iste, hic cemaat {liyesi olmayan, veya ihracla ilgili bir sey sol gruptan bir arkadasimla
konustugumda bana askeri 6grencileri sOyleyebiliyor. Ya da, mesela, kadin haklari1 konusunda
calisan aktivist bir arkadasla konustugumda, ya ben o konuyu biliyorum, hani, destekliyoruz
biz o konuyu, diyebiliyor. KHKlilar i¢in demiyorum, KHKlilarin bir destek, bir sey oldugunu
diisinmiiyorum. Toplumda tamamen bir sahiplenildigini diisiinmiiyorum ama askeri
ogrencilerin meselesinin toplumun vicdani kanattigini diisiiniiyorum agikgasi.

Helena: Ve bir isyanin nedeni olabilecegini diisiiniiyor musun ya da o kadar da degil? Insanlar
empati kurabiliyor, ama muhalefetin bir temeli olabilecegini diisiiniiyor musun?

Biisra: Tirkiye'de hi¢ bir konu, bence, isyana sebep olmaz. (laughing) Hi¢ bir konu olmaz,
clinkill ¢ok, biz sandikta oyumuzu veririz, biz sandikta tepkimizi gosteririz diyen bir halkla
karsilagiyoruz, ve, mesela, anayasal haklarin1 kullanma noktasinda bunu anarsiklik olarak
diisiinen bir halkla kars1 karsiya, yani, en temel anayasal haklarini talep etmek veya savunmak
Tiirkiye'de ¢ok makul vatandas profili degil, hani, makul vatandas profilleri var, ve o ylizden,
askeri 6grenci konusunda halktan bir etki olabilecek mi? Belki sandikta olursa olur. Bu noktada
belki tepki gosterebilirler ¢linkii mesela, AK parti igerisinde de, yakinlarini, askeri 6grenci olup
iceride olan insanlar var. Oradan bir kirilma yasayabilirler belki. Onun haricinde de, ben, hani,
Kemal Kiligdaroglunun, mesela, bastan beri, iste, sdyliiyor, askeri 6grencileri, bu oy kaybisiyla
da olabilir, hani, oy toplamak i¢in de olabilir, ama, ben samimi oldugunu diisiiniiyorum.
Helena: Sadece baska bir sorum var. Kusura bakma, ¢ok soru soruyorum.

Biisra: (laughing) Sorun degil. Her sey sorabilirsin.

Helena: Cok tesekkiir ederim. Yani, 15 temmuzdgn sonra ve bitlin bu tecriibenden sonra,

cezaevinden sonra, ihragtan sonra, devlete karsi, hiikiimete karsi ve TSK'ya karsi senin
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diisiincelerin degisti mi? Nasil bir sekilde degisti? Dedin ki, cezaevinde aktivizmin ne oldugunu
ogrendin, ama bundan 6nce baska diisiincelerin var miyd1 AKP'yle ilgili yoksa senin vataninla
ilgili, yani Turkiye'yle ilgili? Anlatabilir misin biraz?

Biisra: Soyle, aslinda ihra¢ olmadan 6nce mesela askerlik, askeriyi seviyordum, mesela, bir
sempatim vardi, mesela. Ya da, iste, o uniforma bana ¢ok hos geliyordu, ama, mesela, 15
temmuzun, cezaevi sonrasi, ve iste aktivizmle tanistiktan sonra, antimilitaristim diyordum
mesela artik. Ne liniforma hos geliyor, ne bagka bir o devletin iiniformas1 hos geliyor. Hani
tamamen militarist giliglere karstyim, ¢cok gereksiz ve basta insan haklarina aykir1 kuruluslar
oldugunu diistinliyorum, yani, bu olmamali. Onun haricinde, yine, muhafazakar bir aileden
geliyorum, ve bizim i¢in devlet kutsaldir. Hani, bu sekilde biiyiidiim aslinda, devletin kesttigi
parmak acimaz diye bir sdz var. Iste, devletin kestigi parmak acimaz diye diisiiniirsiin, ama
sunu anladim, mesela, o cezaevi siireci, ve sonrasinda gordiigiim insanlarin hikayeleri - bu
benim sadece bagima gelen seylerle alakali degil - tanik oldugum seyler, aslinda devletin ¢ok
farkli bir mekanizma oldugunu gordiim. O insan haklar1 ihlalleri noktasinda, iste, yapildigi
zaman, Ustiinii kapatabildigini, bu giicii kendinde gordiigiinii, iste, kisinin devlete sirtini
dayayarak hukuksuzlugu yapabilme 6zgiivenini gordiim, acgikg¢asi, devlet beni korkuttu. Ya, o
devlet yapisi, sorusturulmuyor, kavusturulmuyor, cezasiz kaliyor, ve sunu da..mesela, Anayasa
Mahkemesi kararlar1 okumay1 severim, sonra bu insan haklarin devletin aslinda pozisyonu
aldig1 davalar1 okumaya basladim, iste, Martenis? davasi, iste... yapma davalari, baktigin
zaman, insanlarin, koylii bir insan, diisiin, devletle bir iligkisi olmayan bir insan askerler gidiyor
ve yakiyor, hani evlerini. Ve kadin, yakilan evde, daha dogrusu, yakilma noktasinda o gocugun
olup olmadigini, bavuluna koydugu bir esyadan taniyor, ¢ocugunun yandigint anliyor, yani,
boyle ¢ok, devletin aslinda, 6zellikle doguda yaptigi seyler. Onlar dikkatimi ¢cekmeye baslad,
sonra iste, cezaevinde o hayatlar, kadinin durusmada sdyledigi bir s6zle miiebbet hapis cezasi
almasi, benim zihnimdeki o kutsal devlet algis1 yikildi. Hani, benim i¢in devlet kutsal degil
artik. Ya da iste, devlet ziiliim edebiliyor.Bana hi¢ zulmemis, ¢cevremdekini de zulmetmemis
hani ben gérmemisim, ama sahit oldugum seyler artik daha farkli bir pozisyon almama sebep
oldu diyeyim artik.

Helena: Ve su an kendini bir vatansever olarak nitelendirebiliyor musun?

Biisra: Insanseverim. (laughing). Evet, insanseverim, kim olursa olsun, insan severim.
Helena: Ama vatanseverim sdyleyebiliyor musun?

Biisra: Vatanseverim, sanirim diyemiyorum. (laughing) Vatanseverim diyemem herhalde.
Helena: Ve senin ailen bu durum hakkinda ne diisiiniiyor? Ailenin muhafazar oldugunu

soyledin, bu durumu ve senin biitiin bu tecriibeni ne diislintiyor?
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Biigra: Sanirim, sey, diger ailelere nazaran, diger insanlara nazaran aile olarak daha sansliyim.
Aslinda benim bu siirecimi onlar ¢ok sey yaptilar, desteklediler. Ornegin, iste, gozaltina,
hayatimizda, kii¢lik ailemden hi¢ gbzaltina alinan yok, hani, ve ben siirekli eylemden sonra
gbzaltina alintyorum, ve anneme gozaltinda da diyorum, ben aksam c¢ikarim, beni merak
etmeyin. Hi¢ mesela, karismadilar, desteklediler, hatta anneme sordugum zaman, hani, bak
anne, bunu ben yapiyorum, ama bak, hani, kotii bir sey degil, o da bunu soyledi, yani, 'senin
iyi seyler yaptigini bildigim i¢in destekliyorum ve karismiyorum sana', yani, bir kiz Tiirkiye'de,
kadn, bir kiz cocugu, daha bdyle seydir, boyle islere girmez, daha korumaci biiyiitiiliir. Ama
polis surekli dévuyor beni, ya da sirekli nezarethanedeyim falan (laughing), aslinda, Tiirk
kaltird de yakismayan bir prototip. Ama ailem buna bana sey yaptilar, alan agtilar. Ama
mesela, Tiirkiye'de, bu kadinlarin 6zellikle, hani, bu kadar ¢ikmamasi, benim gibi olan, iste
KHKI1, benim gibi muhafazakar bir ¢evreden gelen, dindar gruptan gelen diyeyim, kisilerin
¢tkmamasi nedenlerden biri de bu. Iste, mesela atiyorum, askeri dgrencilerin bir eylemini
cekmek isterim, duyuruslari gekmek istedigimde, polis mesela, kamerami aldi, kamerami kird,
iste, ondan sonra, ters kelepce yaptilar, yerde bir siire yatirdilar. Hayatimda ilk defa asfalta
yliziim, asfalta degdi yani, iste uzun siirecte ters kelepceyle beklettiler, ve ben, haberciyim
dedigimde, gazeteciyim dedigimde o goriintii atabilirim bu arada size, dinlemediler, biz senin
ne oldugunu biliyoruz diyorlar, ihraci hakimim ama gazeteci olamam. Bana bir alan vermiyor
o noktada. Biz senin kim oldugunu biliyoruz, hani, iste, uzun siire bekletildik, mesela, iste,
kamerami kirdiklarimi yazmadilar tutanaga, hani, gibi, bir ¢cok sey, tehlikeyle yiiz ylizesin.
Mesela, o gozaltinda, ters kelepgeyle yere yattigim durumunda birisi ayagimi kirmaya calistt
mesela, bunlardan anlayacaksin, bir polis memuru dedi ki, abi yapma dedi, o kadin kirma yani.
Ben yani sey hissediyorum, ayagima siirekli baski geliyor, hani, ve panik atak gegirmeye
basladim o anda. Titriyorum, ne oldugunu anlayamiyorum, ve o adamin soziiyle irkildim. Evet,
benim ayagimi kirmaya ¢alistyor, ve o adam dyle dedikten sonra geri ¢ekildi, mesela. Kaniti
birakmiyor c¢iinkii video ¢ekiyor ya orada, abi kirma dedi, kirmadi. Hani ¢ekildi. Bunun
hakkinda, mesela, su¢ duyurusunda bulunduk, o eylemde diger anneleri de g¢iinkii suc
duyurusunda bulunduk, takipsizlik alindi! Yani, benim tizerimde morluklar var, kafam sismis,
kolum iste sey olmus, hani, morarmis ve saire, falan, ama...

Helena: Korkmuyor musun?

Biisra: (laughing) Sanirim onu gectim, biliyor musun? Mesela, ilk, cezaevinden sonra polis
gordiigim zaman korkuyordum mesela, yolda polisle karsilastigimda irkiliyordum, sonra,
Uzerine gitmem gerektigini diisiindiim, ikinci kez alindigimda bir o korkuyu yani, iicte, dortte,

falan, oray1 biliyorum, kasarlandim diyorum. (laughing). Biliyorum. Basima ne gelebilecegini
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tahmin edebiliyorum, ¢ok da artik korkmuyorum, yani. Korkuyorum, yani, ¢cok insani bir sey,
evet, cok insani bir sey ama, artik basima ne gelebilir, ne yapabilirler hani ¢ok agik yasattilar
cunku.

Helena: Cok saygi duyuyorum, inanilmaz bir sey.

Biisra: (laughing) Ama bunu Tirkiye'de ¢ok fazla yasayan insan var aslinda. Ben biraz
hizlandirilmis bir sekilde yasadim, (laughing) hizlandirilmis bir sekilde iki y1l gibi bir bir seyde
de yasadim. Tesekkiir ederim.

Helena: Bu yaptiklarindan dolay1 ayrimcilifa ugradin mi, arkadaglardan, ¢evrenden, ya da
genis ailenden? Boyle bir sey oldu mu? Dislandin m1?

Biisra: Soyle, haberlerim ¢ikmaya baslayinca, iste, Orgiitlemeye baslayinca, iste Ankara
KHK'y1 kurduk, hani, kuranlardan biri bendim, Eskisehir KHK'y1 kurdum, kuranlardan biri
bendim, falan, bu polisin dikkatini ¢ekti, ve Tiirkiye'de sOyle bir sey var, ¢alistirmak, bir sey
yapmani istemiyorlarsa, seni rahatsiz ediyorlar. Ve ben, iste, ikinci kez bir gozalt1 yasadim, bu
haberlerden dolay1, ve saire oldugunu diisiiniiyorum. On giin gozaltinda kaldim, tem subede,
ve tek basina biraktilar beni. Orada, mesela, beni ajanlastirmaya ¢alistilar, iste, bize ¢alig, gibi,
bize ¢alismazsan sana avukat hakkini vermeyiz, ve gibi bir ifade oldu.

Helena: Yani, bir ajan olman1 mu istediler?

Biisra: Tabii, evet. Bu, sey, eger ylikseliyorsan, bir seyler yapiyorsan, seni yanlarina ¢ekmeye
calisiyorlar ve eger, yanlarina ¢ekemezlerse, bir siire seni ¢ok rahatsiz ediyorlar. Hani, dedim
ya, yapabilecekleri her sey gordiim dedim, ya, o olaydan sonra, iste, beni aramaya basladilar,
reddedince, bu sefer, mesela, yolda etrafimi sariyorlard:r birden, mesela, eve gidiyorum,
karanlik, etrafimi sartyorlar, su an ne yapiyorsun...

Helena: Polisler mi?

Biisra: Evet, ve bir siire, iste, mesela, kendi basima ¢ikmadim, babamla ¢iktim, birileriyle
ciktim, ve babamla iste bir ¢iktigimizda, iste bir videosunu ¢ektim, ve beni niye taciz ediyorsun
diye yaymladim, hani, beni polis niye takip ediyorsun diyemem, beni taciz ediyor bu adam diye
izletmek istedim (laughing). O videodan sonra sicak takip olmadi, yani, etrafimda takip olmadi,
bunun {izerine, bana, iste, sosyal medyadan lin¢ etmeye basladilar. Benimle ilgili, iste, ifade,
yalan seyler yaymaya basladilar ve beni yalnizlastirmaya galistilar. Iste, bu olay ilk basima
geldiginde, iste, sol gruptan, bu deneyimi yasayan insanlarla konustum, bana sey demislerdi,
seni c¢alistirmayacaklar, hani, seni 1§ yapamaz hale getirmek istiyorlar, ve seni
yalnizlagtiracaklar, ait oldugun ortamda. Yanlarina gitmen i¢in. Diyeceksin, ben ¢ok yalnizim,
diyeceksin, ve gideceksin. Sekiz ay benimle ugrastilar, sekiz ay boyunca gercekte hic bir haber

calisamadim, hig bir yere gidemedim, nefes alamayacak noktaya getirdiler. Sekiz ayin sonunda
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bir giin boyle yatiyorum, ben ¢ok yalnizim ya, dedim, ¢ok yalnizim. O séz, o bana sdyleyen
sOziin soziinii hatirlatti. Dedim, bana bunu onlar yapiyor, bilingli olarak beni yanlizlastirdilar,
hani. Ve sonra hemen arkadaslarimi1 aradim, bulusalim, hani, ben ¢ok kotiiytim, falan, ve sey
demislerdi, zaten, boyle, alt1 ay, sekiz ay gibi bir sey siirer demislerdi, ger¢ekten o kadar siirdii,
o kadar stire, hani, gercekten zorladilar, sonra normale donmeye basladim. Mesela, sonra iste,
o grup, beni rahatsiz eden grup, yaklasik bir buguk yil sonra diyeyim, iste bu Altindag'da
olaylar vardi, biliyorsun?

Helena: Hangi?

Biisra: Altindag'da, Altindag'da miiltecilerin evlerini yagmaladilar. Tasladilar, iste. Altindag
olaylarinda iste biz ilk sahaya indik, hani, ve, Altindag'da iste bir miilteci kadinin evine girdik,
iste, ve kadin sey diyor...simdi, buradaki miilteci kadin profili, seydi, cihat¢1 bir adamin esiydi
ve bu AK parti tabanina, hiikiimetin tabanina hitap eden biri, e kadin diyor ki, benim evimi
tagladilar, benim yetimim var, benim kocam sehit. Simdi bu, AK parti'nin tabanin destek
verecegi bir haber, ve tepki gosterecegi bir haber. O giin mesela, polis miidahale etmedi, evi
taglandiginda, insanlar evi taslandiginda, yagmaladiginda ve biz o giin sahadaydik. Bir ben o
haberi yaptiktan sonra, o haber patladi. Ve ikinci giin sahaya gittigimizde polis, kus
ucurtmuyordu, yani, iste, iki li¢ genci hemen dagatiyordu, ¢ok biiytlik 6zel 6nlem almislardi, ve
biz iste, sahadan ¢ikarken o giin iste, yine goriintiimiizli, haberimizi aldik, ¢ikarken, polis beni
tuttu, dedi, sen Biisra Taskiran misin, bak, kimligimi falan vermemisim, adami tanimiyorum.
Evet, dedim, sizi bir az bekletecegiz. Bir saat bekledim, sadece kimlik kontr6lii i¢in, yarim saat
sonra falan, o, iste, beni ajanlastirmaya calisan grup geldi. Ve ben onlar1 bir buguk yildir
gérmuyorum. Arabadan indiler...

Helena: Cok korkung.

Biisra: Evet, senin kimlik kontroliinii biz yapacagiz, dediler. Ben, hemen, iste, dernegime, iste,
Omer Faruk Gergeriliogluna, mesela, aileme, herkese konum attim, ben kaybolursam buradan
kayboldum bakin, beni alirlarsa buradan alindim, beni takip edin. Iste, avukatlara haber
vermeye bagladim, beni takip edin, sosyal medyaya yazmaya basladim hemen, ¢iinkii korktum.
Beni alip gétiirseler, gotiirebilirler. Iste, orada toplam da bir buguk saat falan bekledik, iste
sosyal medyadan ¢ok giindem oldu, hemen boyle yazdigim i¢in bir ¢ok yere, ve bir buguk saat
beklettiler ve sonra biraktilar. Ama, orada da bir rahatsiz ettiler, gosterdiler kendilerini. Burada,
Tirkiye'de iste KHKI1 olup bir sey yapmak istiyorsan, aktivizmle ugrasmak istiyorsan, seni
rahatsiz ediyor. Diyor ki, seni taniyorum, seni biliyorum, seni durduramazsam bile isini
yavastirim senin. Iste, avukatlik hakkimi iizerinden beni siirekli tehdit ediyorlardi. Ben benim

konumumda olan kisiler de yaklasik bir, bir buguk sene sonra aldim avukatlik hakkimi. Herkes
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benden bir sene once aldi, hatta, arkadaslarim diyordu, sesin ¢ok ¢ikiyor, ondan vermiyorlar.
Ben mesela, atiyorum, davalar1 ben 6nce basvurmusum, avukat seye, mahkemeye, benden
sonra basvuranin kararit ¢ikti, benim kararim ¢ikmadi, mesela. Hani, bilerek beklettiler,
yavaglattilar, iste, zaten, bir avukatlik hakki, o yiizden su anda sey yapmiyorum, avukatlik
resmi olarak yapmiyorum. Dava almiyorum. Ciinkii, benim yeniden tehdit etmelerini bir sey
iizerinden, mesela, avukatlik tizerinden bir hayat kursam, elimden almakla tehdit edebilirler. O
yilizden, kendime, kendi isimi yapabilecegim bir alan yarattim, ve onun iizerinden gec¢inme
sagliyorum veya kendimi ifade ediyorum. Avukatlik tizerinden degil.

Helena: Ama nasil bir sekilde su an avukatlig1 yapiyorsun?

Biisra: Sey yapiyorum, resmi olan degil de, s0yle, mesela attyorum, is almiyorum, avukatlikta,
sadece, iste, cezaevinde biri goriislere gidiyorum, cezaevindeki insanlarla goriistiyorum.
Mesela, insan Haklar1 Dernegine iste bir hasta mahpusla ilgili bir rapor yazdim, goriistiim,
onlara yazdim, hani ceza goriisleri yaptyorum, ya da, mesela, sahadan gazeteci arkadaslar1 eger
gbzaltina alinmigsa, onlarin ifadesine gidiyorum. Destek amach. Ifadelerinde,
nezarethanede goériiyorum. Tamamen aktivizm amagli kullaniyorum su anda, ruhsatimai.
Helena: Dedin ki senin ailen ¢ok destek oldu sana. Senin arkadaslarin da destek mi1 oldu sana?
Biisra: Soyle, benim arkadas cevremiz, hakimler, hakimken ihra¢ oldum, iki, ii¢ yil falan
hakimdim, iste, hakimlikte sOyle diyorlar bize, mesela, iste, 6zellikle avukat arkadaslariniz
olmasin, siz kendi aranizda arkadas olun, diyorlar. Benim arkadas ¢evrem, hakim ¢evremdi
aslinda. Thra¢ olduktan sonra benimle birlikte ihra¢ olanlar vardi, bir de, meslekte kalanlar
vardi, hani meslekte kalanlardan mesela arayan, soran baslangigta oldu, ama sonra onlar da
korktular, aramadilar. Ama ihrag¢ olan ¢ogu insan birbirini aramadi. Evet, aramadilar. Ciinkii
korktular. Ya da, iste, basta ben artyordum, iste, ne yapiyorsunuz, ne ediyorsunuz, nasil, var
m1 bir gelisme, ve saire, falan, sonra baktim, sadece ben artyorum. Hani, onlar aramiyor. Hani,
bu yaklasim soyle sdyleyeyim, 2017'de sey oldu, yaklasik ii¢, dort sene sonra beni aradilar,
mesela. Hani, korkular1 gecti, hani, ne yapiyorsun, falan, burda da bir sogukluk geliyor,
istemsiz, en kotii gliniinde senin yaninda olmamuis, hani, aslinda ¢ok yalniz kalindi, yani. Benim
en bliyiik destek¢im ailemdi, ben ailemle yoldaslik yaptim, onun haricinde, iste, mesela simdi,
yeni bir grup, aslinda, nasil desem, iste, mesela, arkadaslarla takiliyoruz, ama bunlar hep farkl
gruplar, KHKI1 degil, yeni bir arkadag grubu, buna geldi aktivizmi bilen, insan haklaria sayg1
duyan insanlardan bir arkadas grubu edindim agikgasi.

Helena: Sana ¢ok soru sordum.

Biisra: Yok, sorabilirsin. Bir az tuhaf bir durum, KHKI1 olmak.
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Helena:Benim i¢in ¢ok ilging, ¢linkli benim goziimden goriirsen her sey baska bir sekilde
goziikiiyor. Ciinki, sizin platformlarimiz var, Twitterleriniz var, ve insanlar bir grup gibi
goziikiiyor, ve dedigine gore o kadar da degil. Ben baska bir sekilde gérdiim bunu.

Biisra: Evet platformlar falan var ama, platformda da mesela, s0yle sdyleyeyim, iste, belirli
insanlar var, onlar daha ¢ok Onciiliigiinli yapiyor. Onlar haricinde ¢ok fazla insan yok agikgasi.
Maalesef ki.

Helena: Ve sen gelecekte Tiirkiye'de kalmayi istiyor musun yoksa?

Biisra: (laughing) Séyle, ben bir az kadere inanan bir insanim. iki kere niyet ettim, dedim ki
ben ¢ikayim bu tlilkeden, ikisinde de, pesi sira gozaltina alindim. (laughing). Ben ¢ikayim falan
diye diisiindlim, hani, niyet etmisim zihnimde acik¢asi, bir faaliyetim yoktu, sonrasinda iste
hani o ilk, iste, mahkemede gozaltina alindim, sonra iste, o on gilinlik gozaltin1 yasadim,
herhalde dedim, bu boyle, o evrenden gelen mesaj okumay1 severim, yani, yorumlamayi
severim, benim herhalde burada kalmam gerekiyor. (laughing). Zoru da atlattim, bu yiizden
gelmem herhalde diye diislinliyorum.

Helena: Ve ileride sadece gazeteciligi m1 yapmak diisiiniiyorsun yoksa mesela, AKP devlet
olmayinca avukatlik yapmay1 da diisiineceksin?

Biisra: Soyle, seyi sevmiyorum, avukatlik meslegini, insan haklarindan ayr1 sevmiyorum, hani,
o yiizden, yaparsam, bir dernekte insan haklar1 lizerinde bir avukatlik yapabilirim, kazandig:
su var, hani, gazetecilikten evet, devam edecegim, ama, o aktivizm ayagmi birakmak
istemiyorum, ¢iinkii Tiirkiye'de, cezaevlerinde ¢ok fazla kadin haksizliga ugruyor, Tiirkiye'de
cok fazla insan, ¢ocuk ¢ok haksizliga ugruyor, erkekler haksizliga ugrayabiliyor, o yiizden
insan haklar1 alaninda ¢aligabilecegim alan yaratmak istiyorum kendime. Ama bunu devletten
tamamen uzak bir sekilde yapacagim.

Helena: Yani hakim olmak istemiyorsun?

Biisra: Yok, istemiyorum. Sen nasil duydun peki KHK meselesini, ilk nasil duydun, nasil ilgi
duydun?

Helena: Yani, ben ilk dnce...

Biigra: Tiirk tanidiklarin falan mi1 var?

Helena: Yok, ben Tiirkiye'de yasadim, iki yil, ben aslinda, Tiirk dili okuyordum 2014ten
2016ya kadar. Iste gitmem gerekiyordu darbeden sonra.

Biisra: Sen darbede burada miydin?

Helena: Burada okuyordum, Istanbul'da degildim, ama fakiiltedeydim, ve bundan sonra benim
icin durum o kadar da iyi degildi yani, korktum, ¢ok korktum, ¢iinkii ben tam olarak 2015te

oradaydim, yani, biitiin bombalar olunca Istanbul'daydim ve bundan sonra darbe olunca dedim
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ya, yapamiyorum artik, ama bundan sonra antropolojiye bagladim ve tezimi 15 temmuz iizerine
yazdim. Ve bu arada, 2019da bunu duydum, arastirarak duydum ve takip ediyordum. Ve iste
su an tekrar okuyorum, insan haklar iizerine, ve bu konuya dénmek istiyordum ¢lnkul hep
aklimda kald, yani, bir adaletsizlik olarak aklimda kald1 ¢iinkii arastirma yaparak - aslinda ben
propagandayi arastirtyordum, devletin resmi hafizasini arastirtyordum, 15 temmuz {izerinde -
ve o zaman gordiim ki ¢ok insan var ki baska bir sekilde 15 temmuzu goriiyor, ve bunun i¢in
eziliyor, yoksa hapishanede kaliyor, yoksa ihra¢ ediliyor. Ondan dolay1 sey yaptim.

Biisra: Ve ilging bir sey olmus, senin de bu konuyla tanigsman. Ya zor bir konu, Tiirkiye'de cok
insanlar da konugsmay1 ¢ok korkuyor. Yani, mesela, iste, bu hakkin 6zdesi olan ailelerle,
mesela, gecen, karar 6ncesi Melek Hanimla hemen kisa bir haber yapalim diye diisiindiim,
sonra aileler bulusacakmis, onlarin yanlarina gittim, ailelerin hig biri hala konusmak istemiyor,
yani hala korkuyorlar, ve hala o devlet o kutsal meselesi var ya Tiirkiye'de ¢ok yaygin, bizim
icin devlet ¢cok kutsal bir varlik, ve ne yapsa olur, makuldiir, kabul ederiz, hani, bunu ¢ok
yikamiyorlar, ve bilinci de ¢ok yok, sevki yok yani. Mesela, sen Istanbul'da yasamissin,
biliyorsun birazcik, kafasini.

Helena: Evet, hatirliyorum, ama ben bunu tamamen bagka bir sekilde gordiim. Ciinkii ben
Mimar Sinan'da okudum ve ¢ok...muhalefetin oldugu tam bir yer. Ve iste ben bagka bir sekilde
gordim Tlrkiye'yi.

Biisra: Sen kurtarilmis bolgede okumussun. (laughing). Oralar kurtarilmis bolge, orada sorun
yok.

Helena: Ve su an bana sdyledin ki isyan1 olmayan bir milletsiniz, ben diyebiliyorum Hirvatlar
isyani olmayan bir millettir. Bana gére, Tiirkler baska bir seviyede, muhalefet olarak. Ama sen
baska bir sekilde goriiyorsun.

Biisra: Soyle soyleyeyim, ben, mesela, gazetecilie baslamadan 6nce halki tanimadigimi
anladim. Iste ben de, hani, senin de tabir ettigin daha elitist bir tayfayla aslinda yasiyordun?,
ya da daha aydin diyeyim, mesela, simdi sokak roportajina ¢ikiyorum, Helena, iste, soruyorum
insanlari, iste, ne yasiyorsunuz ve saire, falan, ben hayatimda halk ilk defa orada tanidim. Senin
temas ettigin kisiler Tiirkiye'nin ylizde otuzu. Hani, yiizde otuzluk kism1 bu sekilde, tanidigin
kesim bu. Ana yiizde yetmislik kesim, ¢ok fena, maalesef ki. Yani algilarla yonetilen bir
gruptan bahsediyoruz, algilar cok hakim. Mesela, Tayyip Erdogan bu yilizde yetmisi ¢ok iyi
tantyor. Ve o bizim anlayamadigimiz, veya iste sdylemlerini ya bu adamin nasil 6yle konusur
dedigimiz mesele ylizde yetmiste karsilig1 var. Hani yiizde yetmis bu usluptan anliyor. Bunu
istiyor. Bu sOylemlerinin onlarda karsilig1 var. Yani, vatan, millet, Sakarya, iste o kutsama,

meselesi onlarda nirvanada. Yiyecek ekmegimiz olmasin ama yine de iste, vursun yumrugunu
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masaya, bu goriintii onlarin karni1 doyurur bir algis1 var. Ben onu halkin, ben bile, kendim
halkimi sokak réportajinda tanidim, yani.

Helena: Anliyorum, ¢iinkii ben bunu pek gérmedim. Istanbul'dayken pek gérmedim, ama
benim icin ¢ok ilging, senin sdylediklerin bana gok ilging geliyor.

Biisra: Evet, ya mesela, iste, halka sey soruyorum, mesela, Anayasa mahkemesini
biliyorsundur, insan haklar1 alanindaki o ihlal en son, o mahkeme, Anayasa mahkemesi
kapatilsin diye bir sey sdylemis Bahceli, sagmalamisti, sorduk, dedik, hani halk ne diyecek
acaba. Ya inanamazsin, geng¢lerden cogu, aa Bahceli demisse kapatilsin abla, dediler.
(laughing) Yani, boyle gruptan bahsediyoruz, ¢ok fena. O ylzden, bdyle, bu halka dair
umutlarim ¢ok fazla yok. Goériliyorsun, askeri 6grenciler, karsilik, sey, yapalim, a-a. Cogu da
bilmiyordur, senin kadar, hani. Sosyal medya degil, daha ¢ok TV iizerinden 6greniyorlar
haberi. Senin kadar da bilgi sahibi degillerdir.

Helena: Bu benim igim (laughing), ben arastirtyorum. Ama, senin i¢in acayip mi benimle bunu
konusmak?

Biisra: Evet, gercekten farkli geldin, yani, yurtdisindan biri askeri 6grenci merak ediyor. Yani,
Tiirkiye'deki merak etmiyor. (laughing). Boyle bir durum var. Tiirkiye'de evet, iste, belirli
haber kanallarina arkadaslar haberleri geciyorlar, ama, hep ayni kisileri lizerinden yiiriitiiyoruz
o haber kanallarinda da. Iste, mesela, atrtyorum, yurt dis1 medyasinda da bir arkadas iste bir
baglantilar kurdu, iste, New York Times'ta, iste Washington Post'ta, iste bir kag yerlerde irtibat
kurdu, oralarda da haberimiz yaptirtmaya calistik, yaptilar da, hani. Bizim i¢in bir basar1. Orada
bir haberimiz ¢ikmasi.

Helena: Evet, bu biiyiik bir basari. Normal bir sey.

Biisra: Evet, orayi ulastik, haberimizi ¢ikarttik. Ama hani, bu bizim i¢in sey degil, mesela, biz,
iste, Turk halkindan, iste, boyle bir alg1 olusturalim, askeri 6grenciler ¢iksin degil, biz birazcik
politik anlamda bir igerik olusturalim, politikdan birileri savunsun mesela, yoksa, halktan bir
karsilik bekledigimiz yok agikg¢asi. Halk. Ben umudumu yitirdim. (laughing)

Helena: Anliyorum, maalesef. Ama yine de yapiyorsun, yani, aktivistligi yapiyorsun, bana
gore, umudunu ¢ok yitirmemissin.

Biisra: Seyden kaynakli, o da, diisiin burda bir ¢ok ac1y1 goriiyorsun, cezaevindeki bu kadinlari
goriiyorsun, mesela, ya da, iste...bundan kalman gerektigini diislinliyorsun, burada kalip bir
seyler yapman gerektigini diisliniiyorsun. Hani, oraya gidip komforlu bir yasam da siirebilirim.
Bu da olabilir. Ama, sanki vefali olmam lazim buraya, dyle diisiiniiyorum. Bir de Tiirkiye, ya,
hani, bir ¢ok cografyadan miilteciler de geliyor, ve mesela, miilteci diigmanlig1 ytikseliyor. Ya,

mesela, o gece biz aslinda arkadaglartyla haber icin ¢iktik ama ben o giin, mesela, biraz daha

150



refleks gdzettim? O giin bir evi tashiyorlarsa, ben 6niinde durursam, durmam lazim, yani. Bir
evi kurtarirsam, benim i¢in kurtarmam gerek. Bu olaylar1 Tiirkiye'de bu kadar hani oyun
cevrilirken, yurt disindan izlemek istemiyorum.

Helena: Cok saygi duyuyorum, miikkemel bir insansin.

Biisra: Ben de sana. Bizi merak ettigin igin.

Helena: Cok tesekkiir ederim, her sey i¢in.

Biisra: Ben de tesekkiir ederim.

Helena: Tezimi yazdigimda sana iletebilirim, bes ay sonra yazmam gerekiyor, ingilizce olacak,
Ingilizce biliyorsundur.

Biisra: Soyle, soyle, intermediate.

Helena: Yine de iletirim.

Biisra: Ben de paylasirim.

Helena: Ve baska sorularim olacaksa sana sorabilir miyim.

Biisra: Tabii ki sorabilirsin.

Helena: Ciinkii goriismeye bakmam lazim, transkripsyona bakmam lazim, bir sey unutursam
yoksa, bir seyi daha ¢ok incelemeyi istiyorsam, sana sorabilir miyim?

Biisra: Tabii ki sorabilirsin, iletisim i¢inde olabiliriz.

11.7.Interviews with Zafer Kirag

Date: 29 March 2022
Place: Online/Zoom
Duration: 1:00:15
Language: Turkish

Helena: Sadece, her seyden once sey soracaktim, kayit alirsam sizin i¢in problem olur mu, yani
sadece transkripsyon yapmak igin.

Zafer: Sadece dikkatli olmak lazim kullanirken. Ben sdylediklerimin tabii ki arkasindayim,
ama kesiliyor, bazen, bir climle aliyor, bu iktidarin ¢cok yaptig1.

Helena: Evet.

Zafer: Bir cimleyi aliyor ve sizi yillarca...bu ylizden kayit olabilir ama yayinlayacagin zaman

iyi kontrol etmek gerekir.
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Helena: Yok, yok, ben hig¢ bir yerde yayinlanmayacagim sadece transkripsyonu yapmak igin...
Ve transkripsyonu yaptiktan sonra size gonderebilirim ve gevirisini gonderebilirim de.

Zafer: Tamam, harika. Bir yanlis anlama varsa diizeltmek isterim.

Helena: Tabii, nasil isterseniz. Sey soracaktim, bu konunun karanlikta kaldigini sdylemistiniz.
Size gore niye boyle oldu. Siz ve Biisra benim bildigim kadariyla tek siz yazmistiniz {izerine.
Niye boyle oldu size gore Turkiye'de?

Zafer: Ahh, tabii bu ¢ok sey bir konu, biraz riskli bir konu, ama konusmak istiyorum ben.
Helena: Nasil isterseniz, sorularima...

Zafer: Soyle bir yerden...Bir kere diisman olarak ilan edilen bir hareket var, bir teror orgiitii
denen grup var. Bu iktidar yan yanaydi, birlikte yiirliyorlardi. Dolaysiyla, birden, bir kars
karsiya oldular. Yani, beraber yiiriirken, kars1 karsiya. Bunu anlamakta zorluk ¢ektim ben. Hem
insan olarak, hem gazeteci olarak, hem sivil toplum, NGO yetkilisi olarak, anlayamadim ¢iinkii
yillardir biz Fetullah Giilen orgiitiiniin bir takim planlar1 oldugunu, insan haklarina, esitlige,
bana gore Oyle, aykir1 davranislar i¢inde oldu, liyakat ve sinavlarda, iiniversite sinavlarinda,
ise girmelerde, hak kaybida neden oldu. Simdi ben ve Fetullah Giilen'e inanan kisi ayni
degildik, o kazanryor sinavi ben kazanamam. Dolaysiyla, bu tiir haksizliklar1 yapan bir 6rgiittii
bu. Biz bunu yillardir sdéyliiyoruz, yillardir, ben, Helena, 18 yasimda, su anda 56 yasindayim,
18 yasimda iiniversite i¢in Izmir'e gelmistim, Adana'dan izmir'e, okumak icin, benim kalacak
yerim yoktu, yurt yoktu, konaklamak i¢in, ben bu Fetullah¢ilarin evinde bir hafta kaldim. Bir
hafta sonra kactim ¢iinkii ¢ok kotiiydii bana. Yerde yemek yiyorduk, ayni tabaktan yemek
yiyorduk, siirekli namaz, namaz, namaz, ibadet, ibadet...Ondan sonra, sadece dini kitaplari
okumak i¢in izin veriliyordu, diger kitaplart okuyamiyordum. Ve bir giin evin yaninda bir park
var, yesil, parkta dinleniyorum, okuldan geldim, dinleniyorum, agaglara, kuslara bakiyorum.
Kaldigim evden bir Fetullahg1 geldi ve bana dedi ki burada oturamazsin. Neden, dedim. Evde
arkadaslarin Kur'an okuyorlar. Sen de Kur'an'1 okuyacaksin. Ayrica, burada kadinlar var. Sen
gunaha girersin. Bak, goruyorsun, giinaha girersin, dedi. Benim eve dénmemi istedi. Ben de
eve dondiim, cantami topladim, bay bay dedim, allahismarladik, ayrildik. Ama benim gibi
yapamadig1 binlerce geng, mecbur oldular bu evlerde kalmaya. Ve sonugta, biz, yani, bu Giilen
Cemaat'inin ne yaptigin biliyorduk, asla devlet te biliyordu, izin veriyordu, beraber hareket
ediyordu. Sonra bir konuda anlasamadilar. Iste o konu de, bir seyde anlasamadilar, iilkeyi
yonetmek konusunda. Fetullah Gilen Turkiye'ye gelmek istedi ve lider olmak istedi, Tayyip
Erdogan da hayir dedi. Mesele bu, aslinda, bana goére. Dolaysiyla, o gece yasananlar1 da

anlamakta giigliik ¢ekiyoruz clinkii beraber hareket etmisler, birbirlerine...
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Bir sekilde o gece yasananlar1 anlamlandirmakta gergekten giicliik ¢cekiyoruz. Bir siirii sey hala
karanlikta. Mesela, o donemin Genelkurmay baskani, simdi Milli Savunma Bakani ve
Genelkurmay baskani esir alinmis Fetullah Giilenciler tarafindan, esir alinmisti. Esir diisen bir
komutan nasil oluyor da Milli Savunma Bakani oluyor? Ya bu c¢ok tuhaf geliyor bana.
Dolaysiyla o, mesela, Milli Savunma Bakan1 ya Milli Istihbarat Daire Baskani, Fidan, ikisi de
ifade vermediler. Hig bir sey anlatmadilar, en 6nemli iki kisi. E simdi 6yle olunca benim biitiin
bu olup bitenlerle ilgili iktidarin sdylediklerine 'evet, tamam, peki boyle olmustu' deme sansim
yok. Simdi, dolaysiyla, benim Tiirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisindeki en biiyiik muhalefet partisi,
Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, uzun bir slire o gece yasananlara 'tiyatro' demisti. Simdi bunu
sOylemek su¢ su anda. Tiyatro diyemiyorsunuz. Yani, bir kurmacaydi, bir oyundu,
diyemiyorsunuz. Ama, bir tuhaflik var, yani, o gece yasananlar bir yere oturmuyor. Saglam bir
yere oturmuyor. Yani, bomba atiliyor, ama Tayyip Erdogan'in saraymnin karsisina diisiiyor,
saraya diismiiyor mesela.

Helena: Evet, ¢ok acayip.

Zafer: Cok acayip. Mecliste, milletvekililerin oldugu yere degil de, en alakasiz bir yere bomba
diistii. Cok enteresan degil mi?

Helena: Evet ¢cok enteresan.

Zafer: Yani, Meclis'in kullanilmayan bir yerine diisiiyor bomba. Orada yiizlerce insan var,
onlarin oldugu yere diismiiyor. Dolaysiyla, kafa karistiric1 bir ¢cok sey var. En ¢ok ta, benim o
ylizden bu olayla ilgilenmem..., ben Tiirkiye'de insan haklar1 hareketi icinde ¢ok ¢alisma
yaptim, Ozellikle de cocuk haklar1 konusunda, ¢ocuk hapishaneleri konusunda ben ¢ok
tanintyyorum Tiirkiye'de. Dolaysiyla, burada da bu kiigiiciik cocuklari, askeri 6grencileri, o
kopriide yasananlar, erleri,bogazi kesilen bir asker vardi. Hala bilmiyoruz nasil oldu o olay.
Onun bogazini kim kesti, ya? Bu biliniyor, ama niye bilmiyoruz biz. Yani, bir insanin bogazi
kesilerek oldiiriildii, bagkalar1 da. O gece kopriide bes, alt1 kisi maalesef katledildi. Bunu
yapanlarin hi¢ birisini goérmedik, ortaya c¢ikmadilar. Yani, yargilama bile yapilmadi dogru
diizgiin. Dolaysiyla, ortada boyle karisik bir durum var, sonugta 251 insan 6ldii o giin, t¢ bine
yakin insan sakatlandi, bir siirii insan sokaklara dokiildii, ama benim gibi, bir siirii insanin da
kafas1 karist1, ne yapacagimizi bilemedik. Evet, bir seyler yanlis gidiyordu, ama, bu yanlishg:
baska bir yanlislikla ¢6zmeye calisan ve bundan bir yarar olmaya calisan bir siyasi irade
gordiik. Hatta Tayyip Erdogan'in bir climlesi vardir: 'Allah'i bir liitfii bu' der, 15 temmuz igin,
Allahn bir hediyesi.

Helena: Hatirliyorum bunu.
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Zafer: Daha giincel, bugiin i¢in bir sey sOyleyeyim. Mesela, simdi Ukrayna-Rusya savasi da
Erdogan igin bir liitiif. Ciinkii bugiin Istanbul'da yapilan toplantida puan topluyor. Oviiniiyor,
yeniden toparladim. Yeniden iktidarin1 giiclendiriyor. Boyle bir sansi var, tuhaf. Acilardan
besleniyor, bunlardan besleniyor. Dolaysiyla o gilinde, darbeyi saat kagta haber aldi ve
onleyemedi. Yani, yillardir bu kadar yazilanlar, ¢izilenleri dikkate almadi. O yiizden, ben de,
bu darbeyi karmasik bir sey oldugunu, salt bir terér orgiitiiniin o gece bir darbe yapmaya
kalkigtigini, devletin de bunu durdurdugu, dyle bir ciimle kuramiyorum. Baska bir sey de oldu
diyorum ve bunu anlatamiyorum. Bunu anlatabilmem i¢in o gecenin taniklarinin konusmasi
gerekir. Ifade vermesi. Bunlar yapilmiyor, ortada yok. Durum bu. Ve tabii ondan sonra bilango
cok agir. Ben mesela kiiciik kiiclik notlarim var surada, 251 kisi hayatin1 kaybetti, yaklasik
2200 kisi yaralandi, yine on sekiz temmuzdan sonra, on bes temmuzdan sonra iki kere
olaganiistii hal yasadi, sik1 yonetim yasadik hepimiz, en az 125 000 kamu gorevlisi isten edildi,
issiz kaldilar, yaklasik bu aileleriyle bir buguk miliyonu buluyor. Tabii. Korkung bir rakam.
Yaklasik yine 270 kisinin yurt disindaki okullariyla iligkileri kesildi, bunlar 6grenciydiler. Yine
yaklasik bizim bazi, benim liye oldugum dernekler var, iki bin yedi yliz altmis bir dernek, vakif,
NGO kapatildi, faaliyetleri durduldu. Simdi, dolaysiyla, ortadaki sey ¢ok agir. Fakat, butiin
bunlar yasanirken, Tiirkiye medyas1 zaten 15 temmuzdan dnce medya satin alinmisti, medya
yavas yavas iktidar...ya biitlin bunlar bir hazirlig: isaretleri gibi goriiniiyor. Yani, 2012den
sonra iktidarin ¢evresi medyaya girdiler, medya organlarini almaya basladilar, ele gecirmeye
basladilar. Dolaysiyla, 15 temmuza geldigimizde medyanin zaten bir ylizde sekseni ele
gecirilmig, ana akim medya. Dolaysiyla, onlar da gosterdiyse onu gordiik. Onlarin uzmanlari,
tirnak i¢inde, ve siyasetcileri ve gazetecileri, onlarin, ne dediyse onu duyduk. Dolaysiyla,
toplum boyle beslendi ve bugine geldik. Butiin bu surecte, tabii bu cocuklar, yani askeri
ogrenciler, askerler ve sairesi, erler ve askeri 6grenciler. Riitbelilerle ilgili zaten bir sorusturma
icinde ilk giinden itibaren ¢ok kotii fotograflar medyaya, kendi medyalar1 tarafindan servis
edildi, yani, dayak yemeler, ¢iplak, soyarak bir ahir gibi yerlerde bekletmeler, ¢ok dayak, dayak
cok kullanildi mesela. Dolaysiyla, 6zellikle o fotograflar medyaya sunuldu. Toplumun bir
kesiminin bundan gurur duymasi i¢in yapildi. Evet, maalesef.

Helena: Cok agir.

Zafer: Cok agir. Cok agir. Yani iskence ve kotli muameleden bir gurur duyulmasi ve bundan
bir kar edilmesi pesine. Bunun i¢in medya ¢ok kullanildi maalesef. Medyaya ¢ikan her dort
konusmacidan ii¢ii zaten onlardandi ve s6ylemlerini diyaloglarini bdyle kurdular. Bu surecte
ratbeliler, ve gibi, haberler oldu medyanin ...ve alternatif medya diyebilecegimiz bir yiizde

onluk kesim yine haberler yapti, ama bu askeri dgrencilerle, erlerle ilgili maalesef, bence en
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dramatik seylerden biri. Ya on ii¢ yasinda ¢ocuklar vardi, Helena. Askeri 6grenciydi bunlar.
Bunlar tutuklamadilar, yaglar1 on sekize gelince tutukladilar.

Helena: Bunu hi¢ bilmiyordum.

Zafer: Bunu yaz, Biisra biliyor, Ozge biliyor, Ilker'e sor, on ii¢ yasinda ¢ocuklar var askeri
lisenin 6grencileri. Orta okuldan sonra basladigi i¢in harp okulda. Kigtk ¢ocuklar, on (g, on
dort.

Helena: Yani, beklemisler o kadar, on ii¢ yasindan on sekize...

Zafer: On sekize kadar tutuklayamadilar, beklediler, on sekizin aksam tutukladilar.

Korkung bir sey, korkung bir sey. Bunun benzerini giineydoguda da gordiik biz. Bu polislere
tas atan cocuklar tutuklayamiyorlardi, yasi kiiciik olduklari icin, yaslarin dolmasini
bekliyorlar. (laughing) Ya, ¢cok enteresan. Yast dolunca evi de bir baski yapip aliyorlar.
Dolaysiyla, burada da ayni seyi yaptilar. Bu ¢ocuklar haber olmadi, aileler perisan oldular.
Mesela, goriismiissiiniiz, o Cetinkaya kadincagiz aslinda psikolojik olarak artik iyi durumda
degil. Artik sokaklarda bagiriyor, konusuyor. Yani ben endiseleniyorum bu ruhsal sagligi
acisindan endiseleniyorum. Bir ¢ok insan dyle, insanlar on sekiz yasinda, on bes yasindaki
cocuklarini yillardir géremiyorlar ve miiebbet verdiler! Omiir boyu! inanilir gibi degil. inanilir
gibi degil. Dolaysiyla bu olay1 ben de sik sik giindeme getiriyorum, iste bir yazi dizisi yaptik,
oyle, sonra, simdi, ilker'le ben de bir gériisme yapiyorum, Ilker'in annesiyle, babasiyla ve
Ilker'le, kardesleri Alper'i, tegmen ¢ocuk, Alper igeride, 15 temmuz'dan bu yana. Alper'in
hayatin1 glindeme tasiyacagiz, nasil bir gocuktu, hayalleri, sonra cezaevi siireci ve cezaevinden
ailesine yazdig1 mektuplart okuyorum simdi. O mektuplardan. Boyle bir sey yapmaya
calistyorum. Yani, dolaysiyla, cok az medya, hatta ben kendi medya organimda bile bunu
yaptigim zaman, biraz yavas, yani, daha az yapmami soyliiyorlar.

Helena: Korkuyorlar m1?

Zafer: Bir korku olabiliyor, bir reklam geliri meselesi, bir korku...Bir telefon geliyor ¢unkd,
yani, ariyorlar, baya artyorlar. Daha diin, diin yasadik yani. Diin yerel medyada birisi bir
konusma yapiyor, bir gazeteci, yerel bir, Adapazari, Sakarya, o ilde, yani. Orada hiikiimeti
elestiriyor. Bugiin bir hiikiimet yetkilisi ¢ikip ona diyor ki sen su gazete gibi konusmaya
basladin. Ayagini denk al, diyor. Anlatabiliyor muyum, yani, hedef gosteriyor, dolaysiyla
insanlar konusamiyorlar, e Osman Kavala 6rnegini yasiyoruz. Biliyorsunuz Osmani. Osman
benim yakin dostum. Osman Kavala benim yaklagik yirmi yedi yillik arkadasim, dostum. Biz
beraber calistik, bir siire NGO'yu beraber kurduk, Anadolu Kiiltiiri, Diyarbakir Sanat
Merkezini, Ceza Infaz Sisteminde Sivil Toplum Dernegini, Ruh Saghginda Insan Haklar

Girigimini, Yiizlesme Dernegini...yani, yaklasik yedi sekiz dernek kurmusuz, beraber. Biz
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beraber calistik. Ve sevgili arkadasim bes yildir hapishanede ve hig bir sey yapamiyor, hig bir
sey. O yiizden ¢ok fazla bu alanda haber olmuyor, ancak, iste, benim gibi, bir ka¢ kisi, ara ara
haber yapiyor mesela, yani, ben baktim, tartyorum, ara ara, hala Ilkeri, kardesi Alper'le ilgili
tek haber bizimki. Yani, yok. Bu ¢ocuk yillardir igeride, hayalleri vardi, askerdi. Ben askerlige
karstyim, vicdani ret¢iyim, ama ben de insan haklari savuncusuyum, benim burada yapmaya
calistigim o. Bu hafta, cuma giinii, okumani isterim, eski bir yargitay iiyesi, 15 temmuzda
tutuklanan, FETO'den tutuklanan, ve yaklasik iste, 15 temmuzdan bu yana cezaevinde agir
iskenceler, kotii muameleler goren bir yargitay tyesi, eski yargig. Onunla cezaevinden bir
roportaj yaptik.

Helena: Tamam, okuyacagim.

Zafer: Sorular sordum, cevaplar geldi. Onlar bu cuma yayinlanacak.

Helena: Okurum tabii ki, sizi zaten takip ediyorum.

Zafer: Whatsapptan linklerim. Cuma giinii yayinlanacak. Ve dolaysiyla bir ii¢ hafta sonra iste,
Ilker ve kardesiyle ilgili. En azinda ayda bir tane haber yapmaya calistyorum.

Helena: Ama ¢ok cesur sizin tarafinizdan.

Zafer: Ne yapayim? Konferanslarim, seminerlerim oluyor benim insan haklari {izerine. Orada
mutlaka dile getiriyorum. Clinkii ben insan haklar1 alanindan bakiyorum. Benim icin Fetdcl de
olsa, iskence gérmeyecek. Yarin Erdogan'i cezaevine alsalar, ben Erdogan't da korurum. Onun
da haklarmni da korurum, yani. Bu bdyle. Ben Istanbul Bakirkdy kadin cezaevinde, yabanci
kadin mahpuslar vardi ve Incil istiyorlardi, ama vermiyordu devlet . Onlarin Incil'e ulagmasi
icin ugrastik ve ben Tanr1'ya inanmam. Anlatabiliyor muyum? Dolaysiyla ben bir insan haklari
aktivistim, burada da dyle, o yiizden cesaretim oradan bir az. Benim herhangi bir bagimi
kuramazlar, yani herhangi bir iligski kuramazlar. Ben sadece hakikati artyorum ve onun ortaya
cikmast i¢in ugrasiyorum. Elbette korkuyorum, Osman 6rnegi ¢linki, ellerinde hig bir delil
yok, hi¢ bir bilgi yok, ama tam bes yil. O kadar nazik bir adamdi, o kadar kibar, entelektiiel,
onu simdi kiigiiclik bir odada bes yildir...hayal edemiyorum. Hayal edemiyorum. Riiyalarima
giriyor. O yiizden bu olay1 biitiin diinyada da aslinda sicak tutmak, diinyanin her yerinde,
Tiirkiye'de degil, ben Avrupali dostlarimiza da, gecen hafta Almanya'dan biiyiikelcilikte
bir gériismem oldu, ondan iki hafta 6nce Hollanda buytkelgilikte gériismem oldu. Beni ararlar
ciinkii ve sohbet ederiz. Yine onlar da durum degerlendirmesini yaptilar. Yani, insan haklarini,
goriindiigii, geldigi noktay1 oldugu gibi aktarmaya calistyorum. Ve onlara da sunu sdyledim,
ayni seyi sana da soyliiyorum, yani, biz biraz yalniz da birakildik. Avrupa Birligi bu gégmen
politikas1 yiiziinden bizi yalniz birakti. Yani buradan Siiriyeliler Avrupa'ya gelecek korkusu

var. Tayyip Erdogana yeterince Avrupa Birligi elestiri yapmadi. Biz yalniz birakildik. E simdi
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de Ukrayna savasi da var, iste burada ara bulucuyuz, tamam, savasin durmasina katkida
bulunmali, ama, bu adam, biz igeride zor durumdayiz. Mutlu degiliz. Ekonomik olarak mutlu
degiliz, demokrasi olarak mutlu degiliz. Dolaysiyla, bu meselenin, 15 temmuzun, 6zellikle de
bu askeri 6grencilerin durumlarinin, Tiirkiye'deki insan haklarmin hali ne kadar ¢cok duyulur,
bilinirse, biz bundan memnuniyet duyariz, o ylizden ben sana da tesekkiir ederim bdyle bir sey
icin.

Helena: Ben size tesekkiir ediyorum, ¢ok tesekkiir ederim. Size soracaktim ki, size gére neden
bunu boyle kiiciiclik 6grencilere yapiyorlar, niye yiiksek riitbelilere degil, boyle, 6grencilere
yapiyorlar, size gore, hangi amagla, hangi nedenle bunu yapabiliyorlar?

Zafer: Bence can yakmayi ¢alistyorlar. Cok yakici bu. Yani ¢ok acitici ve korkutucu. Gelecekle
ilgili, yani. Ben bunu yapabilirim. Ben senin on sekiz yasindaki ¢ocugunun hayatini
sondiirebilirim. O ylizden kirk yasindaki bir generale yapmadigini ona yapiyor. Ciinkii daha
acitici, daha tirkiitiicii. Bence, nedeni o. Ben cezaevi ¢alismalari yiiriitiyorum, yillardir, iki sey
var, Avrupa'da da ¢ok kullanilir bunlar, biz de Tiirkiye'de kullanmaya ¢alisiyoruz. Ya onarici
adalet vardir, onarici adalet, ya da, intikamec1 adalet. Tiirkiye intikamla yapiyor bunu, intikam
aliyor, maalesef. Maalesef biraz dogu toplumlarinin problemlerinden biridir bu. Yani, yoksa,
diyelim ki, Iran'da neden tas atarak 6ldiiriiliir, degil mi? Birisini devlet &ldiirmek istiyorsa, bir
odaya kapatilir 61diiriir, diyeyim. Ama neden o, o baska bir sey haline gelmis, baska bir korku
salma. Yani, burada da bence bu kadar bu olay1 neden 1srarla miiebbet vermeyi ¢alisiyorlar
bence bu neden. Yani, ¢ok can acitmak istiyorlar. Bu ¢ok can acitici bir sey. O yiizden
yapiyorlar. Yoksa, dedigim gibi, burdan kurtulabilir. Zaten, alt1 yedi y1l cezaevindeler, tahliye
edersin, biterdi. Hayir. Ve medya onun iizerine gitmiyor fazla. Alternatif medya da onun
lizerine gitmiyor fazla. Ciinkii orada da, FETO'cii olabilir bu ¢ocuklar gdziiyle bakilip bir
mesafede duruyorla. Benim ¢linkil, bu cocuklarin FETO'cii olup olmamas: derdim yok, beni
hapiste olmalari ilgilendi, haksizliga ugruyor bunlar. Ama bir gazete boyle bakmayabiliyor.
Dolaysiyla, sol medya da mesafe gosterebiliyor buna. Zaten dindar kesim bu olay1 ¢ok protesto
de edemiyor cunkl protesto etmeyi de bilmiyor, Tirkiye'de dindar kesim. Yeni yeni
ogreniyorlar. Onlar hep devleti kutsallastirmislardi. Biz dayak yerken onlar seyrediyorlar.
Simdi dayak yiyorlar. Ve buna nasil kars1 ¢ikacaklarini bilemiyorlar. Yeni yeni 6greniyorlar.
Dolaysiyla, ¢ok sesleri de ¢ikmiyor. O yuzden, hani, ben de bu konuyla ilgili bir yazi
yaziyorum, sonra bir hafta uyuyamiyorum. Geldiler mi, gelecekler mi... oluyorum. Dolaysilya,
bdyle bir korku ikliminde ¢ok dile getirmek de olmuyor, haber yine de alternatif medyanin bir
az da bu isin Uzerine gitmesi gerektigini de inaniyorum. Yani, yandas bir ..., hikumet

medyasina kiztyorum, ama bu tarafa da bir az 6fkeliyim. Akademiye, Universitelere bir az
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ofkeliyim, onlar ¢cok bu konuda, onlar da tabii ¢cok magdur oldular, onlar da ¢ok isten atildi
hocalar, ama, ses ¢ikaranlar1 var, yani ses ¢ikarmaya...boyle dostlarimiz var, Universite
hocalarimiz var. Devam etmeliler. Haksizliklar1 dile getirmeye devam etmeliler.

Helena: Belki birazcik idealist bir soru olacak, yani, simdi soracagim soru, ama size gore bu
askeri 6grencilerin durumu, ve KHKlilarin durumu, sagcilar ve solcular arasindaki bir bag
kurma potensiyeli var mi1 onun, Erdogan'a ve AKP'ye kars1 bir blok kurma potensiyeli var m1
size gore?

Zafer: Pek zannetmiyorum. Ama zaten Turkiye'de herkesin demokrasiye ihtiyaci olmaya
basladi. Sagcisi, solcusu, dindari..., CHPlisi, Saadet Partilisi, Kurdd, Turkd, herkes.
Ekonomik yoksulluk cok fazla. Ciddi ciddi aclik var artik Tirkiye'de, aglik var. Baski ¢ok,
siyasi baski, polis baskisi, cezaevleri yapilip duruluyor, strekli. Turkiye'de 300 000 mahkum
var su anda, 300 000. Korkun¢ bir rakam. Ve hiikiimetin ....bes yiiz bin var. Bes yiiz bin
kapasiteye cikartmak istiyorlar, hapishane kapasitesi. Dolaysiyla, butiin bu iklimde zaten
bloklasma var, bunu Istanbul segimlerinde gordiik. Yine olacaktir. Ama, dzellikle dindar
kesimin kendi zaaflar1 var. Yani o karsi ¢itkmama, kader, Allahtan, iste Obiir tarafa birakma,
hesaplasmay1 cennete, cehenneme birakma, Allah'a birakma. Yani dini ritiieller, dini inanclar
bazi seyleri engelliyor. Yani kars1 ¢ikisi azaltiyor, benimle yan yana durmuyor. Yani, ben ona
gore, o dindara gore, ben konusulmamasi gereken. Ben bunu biliyorum. Ben LGBT haklarini
savunuyorum diye bir ¢ogu bana roportaj da vermiyor o ailelerin?. Ciinku giriyorlar,
yazdiklarima bakiyorlar, o adam LGBT'"yi savunuyor , onlar LGBT'nin yasamasini istemiyor
ki. Dolaysiyla, bdyle bir dindar kesimle boyle ¢ok ta yan yana, uzun siireli durulabilecek bir
durum oldugunu zannetmiyorum. Ama, 6zellikle yoksulluk ve demokrasi agisindan zaten
dogal, kendiliginden bir kars1 durus, birlikte hareket etme var. Ama gel, yan yana duralim
dedigimde, senin suyun var, bunun buyu var basliyor. Zaten siyasi partiler de biliyorsunuz, bir
araya geliyorlar, alt1 parti. Umarim onlar birlikte hareket ederler. Ama ben, AKP iktidarinin
aslinda biraz bittigini diislinliyorum, ama, tekrar toparlamaya ¢alisiyor. Mesela, iki giindiir yine
cok puan topluyordu, yani burdaki sag medyaya ve ona oy verenlere baktiginda tekrar
kahraman, diinyaya baris1 getiren adam. Tayyip Erdogan. Su anda slogan bu. Biitiin diinya
liderleri Tayyip Erdogan'in karsisinda egiliyor. Bu bugiin konusulan bu. Hangi kanali agsak
televizyonda bu. Propaganda. Yani, ama yoksulluk konusulmuyor iki giindiir. O yiizden, biraz
boyle, yine sansli bugiinlerde, yine puan topluyor.

Helena: Baska bir sey soracaktim, 15 temmuzla ilgili. Butln resmi soyleyislerde bodyle
terimlere rastlayabiliyoruz, biliyorsunuzdur, tabii ki, hain, terdrist, magdur, sehit. Ve siz genel

olarak bu terimlere nasil bakiyorsunuz?
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Zafer: Ben hukuki terimler ya da siyasal terimleri kullanmamaya ¢alisiyorum. Fetullah Gilen
Orgitii diyorum, bir 6rgutiin galismas1 var ortada, ama ben teror 6rgutii demiyorum direkt.
Yani, FETO'yi kullanmamaya calistyorum. Cinkii benim icin bir o hukuki...Ben mesela
mahkum demem, mahkum demiyorum, yillardir, mahpus diyorum, mahpus, yani haps edilmis
insan. Dolaysiyla, ben kullanmamaya, ya da hain, sunu, kullanmamaya g¢alistyorum. Zaten, her
sey ortada. Yani, ben tabii ki Fetullah Gulen hareketini bu tlkeye zarar verdi, yillardir, dedim
sana, 18 yasinda dgrenciyken kendi yasadiklarim, bu yeni bir sey degil, kirk yildir var, kirk yil
olmus. Dolaysiyla, ¢ok haksizlik, sorulari ¢aldigini biliyoruz hepimiz, hepimiz biliyorduk.
Yani, hakim olmak istediginde oradan mektup getirmen gerektigini biliyorduk. Dolaysiyla, ben
hainlikten desem, buna hain derim. Bu hainlik, bu bana yapilmis bir hainlik. Bu esitligi, liyakati
hak ettigi ortadan kaldiran her sey bana hain. Illa kursu sikmasi gerekmiyor. O anlamiyla
baktiginda ben bu hareketi, Fetullah Giilen hareketini evet, insanlik adina, vahsi, hain bir grup
olarak gortyorum. Cilnkl bana, bana yapti. Ben o parkta oturamadim. Ben o parkta
oturabilmeliydim. Dolaysiyla, yillarca insanlarin sinavlara girdik, ya milli piyango bilet aldik,
para ¢ikacakti, onu bile kendi insanlarina ¢ikartmiglar. Milli Piyango! Ben yillarca bilet aldim.
Bilmiyordum ki. Bu hainlik. Yani benim igin Fetullah Gilen ve hareketi yillardir hain zaten.
15 temmuz olmasa da hain. Anlatabiliyor muyum? O yiizden, bunlar1 kullanmam gerekmiyor.
O zaman da kullanmiyordum, simdi de kullanmiyorum, ama, yaptig1 seyler, insanlik adina, bu
ulkeye cok zarar verdi, ¢ok, cok. Dunyada benim affetmeyecegim en temel seydir, haksizlik.
Haksizlik. Bir insana haksizlik yapma. Ben sinava girecegim, ama, senin elemanin alinacak,
dyle bir sey olabilir mi, dyle bir sey olabilir mi? Dolaysiyla, benim igin zaten haindi, simdi da
hain. Ama 15 temmuz hainleri, 8yle demeyi de tuhaf buluyorum. Ya zaten, dyleydi. Yani,
neden sana silah sikinca hain oluyor, bana zaten silah sikiyor. Yani benim haklarimi
gaspediyordu zaten. Beni daha yoksul birakiyordu. Bir de, issiz birakiyordu. O yiizden zaten
hain. Glizel bir sohbet oluyor, biraz i¢imi de dékmiis oldum bdyle.

Helena: Benim icin de cok glzel oluyor. Sadece tek bir sorum var. Siz 25 yildir bununla
ugrastyorsunuz, degil mi, yani mahpuslariyla ugrasiyorsunuz.

Zafer. Evet cezaevleri, akil hastaneleri, karakolular, askeri evler?, askeri intiharlari...Cok
ilgilendiririz. Dolaysiyla, karakolulardaki oltimler, mesela Turkiye'de Nijeriyali Festus
Okey'in davasi. Karakolda oldurildu Nijeryali bir gocuk. Biz onun davasini yillarca takip ettik.
Helena: Sey soracaktim...

Zafer: Dolaysiyla, ben kapali kurumlarda her turlu insan haklar ihlalleri ortaya ¢ikartmak
istiyorum.

Helena: Sey soracaktim, neden boyle bir seyle ilgilenmeye baslamistiniz? Hatirliyor musunuz?
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Zafer: Tabii biraz 6zel bir durum. Ama séylemekte sakincay1 gérmiyorum. Yok, sdéylemekte
sakincayr gormiyorum. Universiteye basladigimda ben biraz aktiftim, 12 Eylul darbesi
sonrasinda Universiteye basladim. 12 Eylul '80 darbesinden sonra. 1983yilinda Universiteye
basladim, Izmir'e geldim. Darbenin etkileri sirilyordu, Kenan Evren, ve adamlari, 12
Eylul'lin iskencelerini, k6ti muamelerini, ben de genc Universite 6grencisiyim ve bir 6grenci
dernegi kurmaya adamistim. Ilk NGO. Darbe sonrasi, benim ilk dernegim. Bir karakol
deneyimim oldu benim. O yiizden ben kapali kurumlar1 aklimdan hi¢ ¢ikarmadim. Foucault,
biliyorsunuz Foucaultuyu, Kapatilmay1 yazan, benim ¢ok sevdigim bir yazar, karanlik,
hapishaneler i¢in karanlik yerler der. Cok giizel bir tespit. Karanlik yerler. Dolaysiyla ben
oralar1 biraz aydinlantmak , ortaya ¢ikartmak. O yiizden akil hastaneleriyle ilgili cok ¢alistim
ben. Bizim belgeselimiz var, bundan sonra, akil hastaneleri ve yasanan iskenceleri, koti
muamaleleri, o yillar 6nce yapilan anestezi yapilmadan elektrosoklari, yani, hepsi i¢in ¢ok
emegim var benim. Yani, bir insan haklar1 aktivist olarak kapali kurumlara on sekiz yasimdan
bu yana ilgi duyuyorum, ama ozellikle profesiyonel olarak ta, yirmi bes yildir, profesiyonel
olarak takip ediyorum yani, dernekler kurdum, yoneticiligini yaptim, bugiin yirmi yasinda
derneklerimiz var, ...STGB var, yani bir siiri dernek var. Dolaysiyla, goriiniir kilmaya, tstinu
ortmek degil, agmak, goriiniir kilmak, ortaya ¢ikartmak ve bir daha olmamasi icin ¢aba sarf
ettim, yani boyle yasadim. Bagka tiirlii da yasayamiyorum. Sey ¢ok giizel sdyliiyor bunu, John
Berger. Cok severim ben Bergeri. Diyor ki, baska tiirlii nasil yasarim. Yani, protesto etmeden,
nasil yasarsin. Cok giizel.

Helena: Ya, ¢ok memnun oldum sizinle tanistigim icin.

Zafer: Berger cok 6nemli. John Berger. Ben de protesto...Ben bir protesto yaptim, Ankara'da.
Darbeden bir bes ay 6nce, 15 temmuzdan 5 ay dnce. Ankara'da 6nce Adalet Bakanligin 6niinde
bir eylem. Elimde bir pankart. Sana simdi bir fotografin1 yollarim. Foto yollarim. Bir sey,
pankart. Sonra polisler abluka. Ben de Ankara'da, Kizilayda, insan haklar1 anit1 var, Yksel
Caddesinde, 0 anitin 6niinde 24 gun, tam 24 giin, sabah dokuz 6glen bire kadar boyle durdum.
24 gun. Uzerime Kar yagidi. Yagmur yagdi. O pankartta ne yaziyordu, biliyor musun?
Cezaevindeki gocuklar, anne ve babalariyla mektuplasirlarken, mektup, posta pulu parasini
Odemesinler. Eylem buydu. Basardim. Evet. Oraya yuzlerce milletvekili geldi, yanimda
fotograf cektirdiler, sosyal medya, cak cak gosterdi. Beni Turkiye Blylik Millet Meclisine
davet ettiler, konusmaya. Sonra yasa degisti. Basardim. Artik ¢ocuklar yillardir, yedi yildir,
ucretsiz mektuplastyorlar, pul parasi 6deyemiyorlar. Sonra bir eylem daha yaptik, ¢ocuklari
camin arkasinda anne babalariyla goriisiiyorlar. Kapali goriis. Telefon, anne burada. O cami

kaldirdik. A¢ik gbriis, 0 da oldu. iki tane glizel eylemim var. Ama bir az artik kalbim yoruldu,
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anjin oldum iki defa, ve buraya yerlestim, bu ¢ok gizel bir yer, disarida kuslar, dere akiyor,

dedigim gibi. Glizel. Kedilerim var. Bak tanistirayim.

Date: 30 April 2022
Place: Online/Zoom
Duration: 0:51:29
Language: Turkish

Helena: Nasilsiniz?

Zafer: Ya bizim ¢ok keyfimiz yok, bu Gezi davasi sonuglarini biliyorsunuz, biraz keyifsizim
ben de, hasta oldum. Hepsi arkadasim benim, Helena. Hepsiyle c¢alistim, yani, Mine'yle,
Cigdem'le, Hakan'la, Tayfun'la,..., Osmanla, Yigit'le. Asag1 yukari, hepsiyle hem is iliskim
oldu, hem sivil toplum 6rgiitliigii, miicadele birlikte oldu, o yiizden simdi onlarin o kadar yil
ceza almalar1 ve iceride olmalar1 ¢ok aci, act veriyor, acik¢asi. Biraz kotliylim aslinda iki
gunddr, keyifsizdim, o yiizden kusura bakma.

Helena: Yok, siz kusura bakmayin, aslinda sizin zamaninizi almak istemedim.

Zafer: Zaten, li¢ glindiir calistyoruz, baya gece giindiiz, ne yapilabilir diye bir siirii imza
kampanyalar1 baslattik, af orgiitleme...baslatt1 diin gece, uluslararasi af orgiitli, imzalarsan
seviniriz. Ne yapacagiz tam bilmiyoruz, ama benim... yapabileceklerim, hapishane kitaplari
var, hapishanedeki haklarini anlatan, biz dernek olarak dyle giizel yaklasik on iki, on ii¢ tane
kitap ¢ikarmistik. Simdi onlar1 bu arkadaslarimiza hizlica yollamaya calisiyorum, bayramdan
sonra ellerinde olur. Nasil dilek¢e verecekler, hangi haklar1 var, sey, meclise nasil dilekge
verebilirler, Tiirkiye insan haklar1 ve izleme kurumlara nasil basvurabilirler. Ombudsmanla
nasil iliski kurabilirler. Dolaysiyla, biraz o beni rahatlatiyor, hani, elimden gelen sey bu, onu
yapmaya g¢alistyorum. Iste, eylemler planliyoruz, kitlesel eylemler, ama ¢ok ta sey degil, o
kadar ¢ok baski ve korku var ki, sindirilmislik, ¢ok ta, sokak eylemleri ¢ok ilgi gérmiiyor, ¢ok
ilgi gérmuyor. Daha gok boyle, klaviye, Facebook, Twitter, burada ¢ok rahatsiz edici bir yerden
sonra. Yani, elimizde kahveler, oturup yazi yaziyoruz, meseleyi tam c¢ozebildigi
zannetmiyorum. Evet, sen neler yaptin. Ben gordiim, ama diizeltmeler yapamadim, vaktim
olmad1 bununla, Istanbul'da davaydi da, buraya gittim geldim, beni ¢ok yordu, biz ¢ikacaklar
diye gittik ¢linkti. Osman Kavala'yle ilgili tahliye bekliyorduk, tam tersi oldu.

Helena: Evet, tabii ¢iinkii, Avrupa aslinda baska bir sey dedi.
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Zafer: Evet, enteresan seyler oluyor ya. O yiizden ¢ok bakamadim, eger bakabilirsem sey
yapacagim ama ¢ok onemli degil, bence, hata yapmamisizdir diye diisiinliyorum. Gene de
bakmaya caligalim.

Helena: Yani, zamaniniz olunca.

Zafer: Tamam, bayramda olacak, yani bu, yedi sekiz giin hi¢ bir yere gitmeyecegim, o ylizden
bol bol vaktim olacak.

Helena: Ne zaman isterseniz, zamaninizi almak istemiyorum. Sizin i¢in, yani tam olarak olsun
diye istedim.

Zafer: Tamam. Evet, simdi eksiklerimiz varsa onlar1 tamamlayabiliriz.

Helena: Evet, yani lizerinde konusmak isterseniz eger. Yani, biliyorsunuz benim ilgilendigim
ana konu tabii ki askeri 6grencilerin durumu ve aileleriyle birlikte sizin gibi insanlarin, yani
insan haklar1 savuncularinin, gazetecilerin, haklart i¢in miicadeleri. Ama, bunun yan1 sira,
benim konustugum insanlarla, konustugum konulari aslinda daha ¢ok kavramlari {izerine,
¢linkii bunun yani sira, aslinda AKP'nin 6ne siirdiigii milliyetcilik kavrami ve olusturdugu milli
kimlik tizerindeki diisiincelerini 6grenmek istiyorum. Yani, bu dedigimiz kars1 hafiza, yani
Foucaltu biliyorsunuz tabii. Iste ben kars1 hafizayla ugrasiyorum ve aslinda bunun baglaminda
sizinle kavramlar1 lizerine konusacaktim, ve soracaktim ki size gore millet nedir, vatan nedir,
devlet nedir ve demokrasi nedir. Rabianin bir eksigi, ve demokrasi.

Zafer: Evet, yaklasik yirmi yildir bu iktidar, AKP zihniyeti biitiin bu kavramlarin i¢ini
bosaltilar, yani. Mesela benim i¢in devlet, millet, karnimin da doydugu yer, mutlu oldugum
yerdir, lretebildigim yerdir, iirettigimi yurtaglarla paylasabildigim yerdir. Herkesle birlikte
iretebildigim yerdir, yani Kiirdiiyle, Ermenisiyle, Siiriyanisiyle, Romaniyla, birlikte
iretebildigim, iiretimi paylasabildigim bir yerdir. Ama mesela, 6zellikle buradan girdim c¢iinkii
su anda derin bir yoksulluk yastyoruz, bu iilkenin biiyiik bir boliimiiniin, bir niifiisiiniin karni
ac, ama millet diyor, devlet diyor, bayrak diyor, ezan diyor. Yani, karnimi1 doydugu, doymadigi
bu yere isyan etmiyor. Bunun nedeni, iki sey bu topraklarda maalesef, orta doguda bu
topraklarda, belki diinyanin baska iilkelerinde ama, buralarda daha fazla. Iluziyon yaratmak
icin, bir beyin yikamak i¢in iki kavram onemli.Bu bayrak meselesi ve din, ezan meselesi,
Kur'an meselesi, bu iktidar din ve bayraga, hatta sembol, ezan ve din, din deyince de ezan. Din
deyince keske dini kullansaydi, yani Kuran-1 Kerim'deki bir siirli ahlakli seyi kullansa, dyle
degil. Ezan. Bayrak inmez, ezan susmaz diye bir slogan var Tirkiye'de. Dolaysiyla, bu ikisini
kullanilmaya ¢ok elverisli kavramlar ve semboller. Dolaysiyla, bu iilkede hala ¢ok is yapiyor.
Yani, yoksulluktan kiriliyoruz, hepimiz ¢ok yoksullagtik, ama hi¢ 6nemli degil, bayrak

inmesin, ezan susmasin hali var. Tam bu noktada bdyle bir takim puanlar kaybetmeye bagladi
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ve tekrar bu 6ne cikarildi, her seferinde. Gezi olaylar1 sonrasi, Gezi olaylarinin kullanmasinin
nedeni de bu, elverisli bir sey, onun i¢in, 15 Temmuz'da dyleymis. Yani, 15 Temmuz'u da ¢ok
iyi kulland1 bunun i¢in. Clinkii i¢inde ezan da var, bir de bayrak da var. Diigman var, diismanlar
var. Gelmisler, bizi yok edecekler. Oyleyse, biz ezanimiza ve bayragimiza sahip ¢ikmaliyiz
diye 15 Temmuz'da bu anlamda ¢ok kullanilmis bir girisimdir. Bunun failleri farkli olabilir,
cemaat, iktidardan birileri, ama sonugta 15 Temmuz milliyetgilik i¢in kullanilmis bir olaydir,
tarihsel, kullanilmig bir olaydir. Benim i¢in yine yurttaglik 6nemlidir, yani vatandasliktan ¢ok,
yurt. Buralar benim yurdum, yani ben Sovyetler Birligi vatandast da olabilirim ama buralar
yurdum benim. Yurt bir az daha dogdugunuz, iste, size kendinizi, nasil var olabileceginizi ip
uclarini vermis bir yer, yurt. O ylizden ben bu topraklari ¢ok seviyorum, mesela, hi¢ bir zaman
gitmek, terk etmek istemedim. Bir ¢ok arkadasim gittiler, yurt disindalar. Onlara kizmiyorum
gittikleri i¢in. Gitmeleri onlarin buralar1 daha az sevdiklerini gdstermiyor, ama ben
yapamazdim, yani, ben burada olmak isterim, bu toprakta olmak isterim, kutsal falan degil
benim i¢in, degerli, anlaml, kutsal falan degil, ama degerli yerler. Dolaysiyla, ben
milliyetgiligi, kutsallik olarak gormilyorum. kavramlart sordugun igin, Oyle atifta
bulunuyorum. Yurttashgi kutsal olarak goérmiiyorum, ama degerli buluyorum bir yurdu
sevmeyi. Vatandaslig1 cok anlamli bulmuyorum, yani herhangi bir yerin vatandasi olabilirim,
herhangi bir dinden olabilirim, yani, islamiyet'i diger dinlere gore daha anlamli bulmuyorum.
Her din, inananlar i¢in anlamli olabilir, ama benim i¢in din anlamli bir sey degil. Felsefi olarak
ta anlamli bir sey degil benim i¢in. Mitolojik bir destan olarak ta anlamli degil, yani ¢ok fazla
beni rahatsiz eden seyler var, ki ben dini bir aileden geliyorum, 18 yil dindar olarak
yetistirildim, Kuran't ¢ok iyi bilirim, ibadetleri bilirim, ama ben iiniversiteye basladiktan sonra
tamamiyla kendimi kapattim oraya, ¢iinkii benim i¢in zaten birikmis bir siirii soru vardi,
ozgiirliigiimii elde ettigimde 18 yasinda ailemden kopup kendi ayaklar1 tizerinde durdugumda
ben ifade edebildim bunlari. Zaten kafam karisikti, birden bire olmadi, ama bunlar1 ifade
edebildim. Dolaysiyla, benim i¢in din de bdyle bir sey, din de ¢cok anlamli bir kavram degil.
Bir az Hawking gibi diisiiniiruz, Stephen Hawking'e soruyorlar, diyorlar ki, siz yiiz yilin
fizik¢isisiniz, iste kara dipleri buldunuz, zamanin kisa tarihini, iste bunu yazdiniz, sizin i¢in
tanr1 var m1 yok mu diyorlar. O da diyor ki, ben tanriya ihtiya¢ duymuyorum, diyor. ihtiyact
olan igin tanr1 var diyor, ve olmalidir, diyor. Thtiyaci olan igin. Ben dine de bdyle bakiyorum,
vatandasliga da bdyle bakiyorum. Ben daha yurttagh§i seviyorum, daha felsefi inanclari
seviyorum, yani, eger Islamiyette, Hristiyanlikta, diger dinlerde, bulustugumuz ¢ok noktalar
var. Ben bir az, o, bazi emirler var, dort kutsal kitapta da, asla 6ldiirmeyeceksin derler, ben ona

inaniyorum. Mesela, ben vejetariyanim, alt1 buguk yildir, yani, et yiyemiyorum, bir canlinin
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Olimiine sebep olmamaya c¢alisiyorum kendimi, belirli bir yerden sonra ancak terbiye
edebildim, ama bunu basardim, yapabildim. Yalan, yalan hepsinde giinah mesela, ¢ok 6nemli,
Haksizlik yapmak ¢ok biiyiik glinah, hepsinde, bende de glinah. O anlamda ortak degerlerimiz
tabii ki var biitlin dinlerle, ama ben biitiin dinlerin ayn1 zamanda savas i¢in da dogdugunu
disiinliyorum. Bir sekilde de kendisiyle biitiin bu kutsal kitaplar celisip bir anda savas
kutsamaya bagliyor. Ben orada kopuyorum. Ya da...bir az uzattim bu kism1 ama...Yani ifade
ederim ki...Ozellikle benim dinle iliskimin kopmas1 bu &diil-ceza iliskisi nedeniyle oldu, yani,
cennet ve cehennem. Benim hapishanelerle ilgilenmemin sebebi de denk diiser o dénemde.
Yani, ben cennet ve cehennem kavrami yiiziinden dinle iliskimi kopardim. Yani, bu bir oyun
mu dedim ben. Ben bu oyunda yokum. Yani cennette gitmek icin glzel insan olacaksam
yokum. Ya da cehennem korkusuyla kotiliik yapmayacaksam orada da yokum. Ben, aklimla,
bilincimle, vicdanimla ben bunlar1 zaten yapmak istemiyorum ve cenneti de, bagka bir yerde
aramiyorum. Yer iistiinde artyorum. Bir giin Tiirkiye'ye gelirsen Ayvalar'da beklerim, benim
burasi cennet gibi, bir bahgem var, o bahgeyi cennet benim i¢in. Hi¢ gerek yok bagka bir yerde
aramaya. Dolaysiyla tekrar konumuza donersek, Tirkiye'de ben bu kavramlarin ¢ok
kullanildigini, 6zellikle bu sadece sag ve muhafazakar kesim degil, sol kesim de ¢ok kutsallar
atfeder buna. Atatirkciler, ulusalcilar. Onlar da gesitli kutsalliklar belirler de. Dolaysiyla,
benim onlarla da sorunum var, yani, sadece AKP ve dindar kesim, ya da MHP, milliyetgiler
degil, bunlara kutsallik atfedip tartisilmaz goren,... tartisani da ortadan kaldirmay1 diisiinen bir
tlr zihniyetlerle sorunum var. Ama bu iilkede kullanilan ¢ok 6nemli kavramlar bunlar ve
yurttaglar da gercekten dindar olmadiklart i¢in kullanilabiliyorlar. $imdi ilginci bu. Gergekten
bu yurdu sevmedikleri i¢in kullanabiliyorlar. Clinkili gercekten, bilerek, diisiinerek, aklin1 ve
vicdanini kullanarak bu topraklar1 sevse, yurttas olsa, benim gibi bakacak, onlar gibi degil.
Yani karn1 a¢ oldugunda, bu iilkeyi yonetenlere ses c¢ikaracak. Ama ses ¢ikarmiyor. Ya da
haksizlik yapildiginda, iste Gezi davasi gibi, ya Selahattin Demirtasa, Kiirtlere yapilanlar gibi,
haksizlik oldugunda ses ¢ikartmiyor...buna Atatiirkciiler de ses ¢ikartmiyor. Bakin, ayni yerde
bulusuyorlar. Dolaysiyla, bu konuda, bu kavramlarda ayni1 yerde bulusuyorlar ve farkli olani
ortadan kaldirmak i¢in kullaniyorlar, dini ve milliyet¢iligi. Dolaysiyla, benim bu kavramlarla
meselem bu. Bu Gezi'de de ¢ok kullanildi, Gezi sonrasi, yani Gezi'yi kotiilemek igin. Ben
Gezi'de vardim ciinkii o sira Istanbul'da oturuyordum ve Gezi Parki benim parkim'dr zaten.
Yani, sekiz yiiz metrelik bir mesafe var, evime, is yerime de, Osman'la ¢alisiyordum,
Kavala'yla, is yerimle gezi aras1 da alt1 yiiz metredir. Dolaysiyla, benim i¢in Gezi parki

gercekten parkim. O ylizden oradaydim ben, bagindan sonuna orada oldum. Ben genglere ¢ok
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miidahale etmeyen bir taraftaydim, sadece izliyordum ve yardim etmeye ¢alisiyordum, lojistik
destek olmaya ¢alistyordum. Yani nedir onlar, ben, acik sdyliilyorum, ben yemek yaptim, pasta
yaptim gotiirdiim. Evde findik varsa onlar1 paketleyip Gezi parkina, ¢ocuklar market agmaisti,
gencler, agik market, oraya koydum, Findik yesinler diye. Yani, ¢iinkii bu bir gen¢lik eylemidir,
bu bir genglerin yaptig1 bir seydi, ben hayranlikla izliyordum. Cok hosuma giden bir sahne
vardi, onu anlatmak isterim. Bir fotograf benim i¢in, aklimda kalan. Byle bir ¢adir, ¢adirlar
kurmustu gengler, ¢adirlarda orada yasiyorlardi, bir ¢adirin iginden disariya ¢ikmis iki tane
bacak, ayak gordim. Hani boyle yizu... yatariz {istii, ayaklarimiz sallariz ya, ¢adirin disinda
sadece ayaklar goruldr, iki bacak goriyorim, ve hareket ediyor onlar. Béyle, merhaba dedim,
cok hos bir fotografti, merhaba dedim, izniniz var mi, sizi gorebilir miyim dedim, tabii dedi,
egildim, ¢adirin iginde bir kiz, bacaklar1 disarida olan bir kadin, geng bir kadin, dniinde bir
bilgisayar, Paris'le konusuyordu. Yani, internetteydi. Miithis bir sey. Yani, benim igin
inanilmaz bir seydi o ve eylemi konusuyordu, eylem planliyorlar. Miithis bir sey. Yani
diinyayla iletisim kurmustu, kendi arkadaslariyla, yasitlariya, onlarla, ne yapiyorsunuz dedim,
buradaki olup biteni yaziyorum, dedi, haber ge¢iyorum, miithis bir sey. Benim igin gezi
boyleymis, yani genglerin gercekten benim bugiin konugsmanin basinda tarif ettigim yurttaslik
temelinde Turkiye'yi hayal ettiler be bunun igin caba sarf ettiler. Benim bu kavramlarla ilgili
sOyleyecegim bu, ha gezi sey de, 15 temmuz meselesinde magdur olan, o askerleri, askeri
ogrencilerin cogunun ailesi de ¢ok dindar. Bir ¢ogu ¢ok dindar ve milliyetci. Mesela onlar uzun
sure itiraz edemediler o ytizden. Ne oluyor, itiraz etmek kiiltiiriinde yoktur. Asil biiyiik ¢eliski,
bu siirecte, 15 temmuz sonrasi, 0 Miisliiman kesim yasadi. Yani, aa, polisin jopu ona da degdi
clinkii. Onlarin da ¢ocuklar1 haps edildi. Dolaysiyla kafalar1 karisti biraz. Ben eminim ki
hepimiz bir gin bu milliyetciligi yurttaglik temelinde tanimlanma seyine ulasiriz diye
diistinliyorum. Benim bdyle bakisim, baska bir sorun varsa, agabiliriz bir az daha.

Helena: Evet, evet. Peki, neden yurdunuzu seviyorsunuz, niye Turkiye'yi seviyorsunuz?
Zafer: Evet, yani, Trkliik anlaminda degil. Kendimi de bir Tiirk gibi de gormiiyorum kendimi.
Hatta soyle bir sey sOylerim ben, keske sansim olsaydi, 6mriimde diyelim ki seksen y1l olsayd,
her on yilin1 farkli bir cografyada, farkli bir etnik kimlikle yasamay1 isterdim. Bana ne istersin
deselerdi, ben bdyle bir sey isterdim, yani zengin olmak falan degil. Bence zenginlik bu olurdu.
En biiytik renklilik bu olurdu. Yani, ne kadar isterim Japon kiiltiiriiniin i¢cinde birden olmay1 ve
orada yasamay1. Yani, Orta Dogunun gébeginde olmay1. iran'da olmay1. Israilli olmayi, bir
Yahudi olmayi. Yani, ne bileyim, bir Afrika'da olmay1 ne kadar isterdim. Dolaysiyla, ya da su
anda, Ukrayna'li olmay1. Yani, dolaysiyla, bu ben o anlamda Tiirkliik olarak bakmiyorum

kendimi, ben bir bag olarak, Tiirk bagi olarak hissetmiyorum, yani, bunu da hep séyliyorum
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ben, yurt bag1 olarak, irk bagi olarak inanmiyorum, dyle bir seye, bunu bir aldatmaca oldugunu
diigtinliyorum, bu aldatmacanin ya ... goriiyor olabilir bazi insanlar, ben goérmiiyorum, ben
sadece bir kimligim var, o kimlik te Tiirk, Tiirkiye yaziyor. Yani, ben Tiirk te demiyorum,
¢linkii, Tiirkiyeliyim diyorum. O kavramla da sorun yasiyoruz, biliyorsunuz Tiirkiye'de, burada
etnik kokeni farkli insanlar var, Kiirtler var, Lazlar var, ama onlara da Tirk diyoruz zorla.
Dolaysiyla, ben Tiirkiye'liyim su anda, Tiirkiye'liyim. Niiflis olarak Tiirkiye'liye kayitliyim.
Ama ben...buralar1 niye seviyorum? Yani, burada dogdum, biiyiidiim ve o, buranin gelenekleri,
gorenekleri, o beni yoguran seylerden keyif aliyorum, hani, niye gidip bir anda az onceki
hayalini gerceklestirmiyorsun, iste, ...biraz zorlanirim, zor geliyor, yoksa, yapabilsem,
yapardim, sartlar dyle gelismedi, yani, yoksa ¢ok merakli degilim, seviyorum buralari, ama,
cok isterdim gercekten baska bir tilkede bir siire yasamayi, sonra baska bir tlilkede, ¢cok seyle
bakarim, giptayla o tip insanlara, cok gezen, farkli yerlerde yasayan insanlara, biiyiik basari
olarak. O ben yeniden bir yere gidip gelerek var olmayr basaramiyorum. Bu benim zayif
noktam. O yiizden buradayim. Zor bir cografyadayim aslinda, yani, uygarligi ¢ok kolay
sindiremeyen yer, estetigi, sanati, ¢ok kolay sindiremeyen oysa ben estetigi seviyorum, ben,
sanat seviyorum, ama bunlar1 ¢ok sindiremeyen bir yerdeyim, simdi bir kdydeyim, diyelim ki,
iste bir burada varsa gostereyim, ama mesela bir kendimle ilgili bir seyi burada gizlemek
zorunda kalabiliyorum, aciklamak, diyelim, Kiirtlerle ilgili diisiincelerimi gizlemek zorunda
kalabiliyorum. Bu anlamda ¢ok ta burada olmak sey degil, bir siirii seyi gizliyorsun, agiktan
sOyleyemiyorsun, iste burada Hrant Dink asili benim duvarimda, arkadasimdi, ¢ok severim
Hrant Dinki, ama eve gelen kdyll bu kim diyor, ben de bir yazar diyorum, yani onu anlatmaya
kalksam beni kafeye gidip dedikodu yapacak. Yani, bu bdyle bir sey. O anlamda ¢ok bu
topraklar gelismeye, uygarliga, cok medeni bir toplum degil yani, bunu sey i¢in soylemiyorum,
Fransizlar1 ¢ok 6vdiigiim i¢in, Amerikalilar1 daha medeni buldugum i¢in degil, ama en az
Fransizlar kadar, en az Ingilizler kadar kotii ve acimasiz bir millet Tiirkler. O yiizden ¢ok,
hep...bu ilkede, herhangi bir sey olabilecek, endisesiyle yasami...yurdunda, ama Oyle
yastyoruz, o zaman bu hos bir sey degil. Yani, neden bu iilkenin yurttagiyim, dedigim gibi, dyle
olmus, degistirebilme yetenegim ve enerjim, gliciim sartlar da yok, ama bana bir takim sartlar
olsa, ben gergekten bir on sene Berlin'de olmay1 ¢ok isterim. Yani bir kent havasini, sanati,
miizigi, resmi, tiyatroyu, sinemay1, her seyi ¢ok, ¢ok arzu ederim, dyle, dolu dolu yasamayi,
cok isterim. Ve bunu basarabilirim, bol sartlar olusturmak i¢in halim yok, enerjim yok, giicim

yok, param yok. Dolaysiyla, buradayim. Cok 6zel bir nedeni oldugunu zannetmiyorum.
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Helena: Ve sdylediniz ki sizin i¢in milliyet¢ilik yoksa, millet kavrami kutsal degil. Ama size
gore yani boyle, kutsal tuttugunuz boyle bir sey var m1? Yani, kutsal diisiindiigiiniiz bir sey var
mi1?

Zafer: Elbette, insan1 seviyorum aslinda, insanin hayvanlardan ayrilan bazi 6zellikleri var,
bunlar1 elde ettigi i¢in insana ayr1 bir saygim var, hayvanlara ¢ok saygi ve sevgi besliyorum.
Insanin o elde ettigi baz1 6zellikleri benim icin ¢ok degerli ve neredeyse kutsal. O dzellikleri
gelissin istiyorum, o 6zellikler daha nereye gidebilir, yani yaratma, paylasma, o bu boyle ¢ok
az insanda var, ama ben, o insanlar1 seviyorum, iyi ki varlar. Yani benim igin bir, iyi ki Mozart
var, iyi ki var olmus, 1yi ki Jean Genet diye bir yazar var olmus, iyi ki Sartre var, iyi ki Kug
Golii bestelenmis, olmus yani. Ben hayran oluyorum, bunlar benim i¢in ¢ok kutsal seyler, ¢ok
degerli seyler. Iste, iyi ki Hrant Dink'le tanismisim, onu tanimisim, iyi ki Osman Kavala'yla
birlikte ¢alismisim yirmi y1l, yani, bu miithis bir sey benim i¢in, ¢ok onurlu bir sey benim igin,
kutsal bir sey, kutsaligi, benim derdim kutsallikta, tartisilmaz hale getiren mekanizma, kismi,
ama ben idam cezasini tartismiyorum, mesela. Benim i¢in ¢ok kutsal bunu tartigmamak. idam
cezasini ben, ben ¢ok konferans veriyorum, seminer yapiyorum iiniversitelerde, bir kag¢ yildir
yapamiyorum, ama ben hep salona sorardim, burada idam cezasini savunan varsa, isterseniz
cikabilir derdim. Ciinkii ben belirli bir seyin lizerinde konusmay1 istiyorum, ben oturup idam
cezasinin anlamsizligini tartismayi1 istemiyorum. Yani, o kiginin daha ¢ok yapmasi gereken sey
var. O ylzden, ben hep soylerim, salonda Oyle bir durum varsa, ya sessiz kalmasini, ya da
¢ikmasini rica ederim. Yani, ¢iinkii ben o seviyeye geri diisemem. Yalan meselesi boyle.
Cinayet boyle. Canliy1 ortadan kaldirmak, tamam, vejeterjan meselesinde o kadar sert degilim,
ama diger, insan meselesinde, karsityim, kim olursa olsun, yani. Benim Erdogan'la biiytlik
problemlerim var. Ama ben Erdogan'a bir zarar verilmesini istemem. Ama Erdogan'in
yaptiklarinin, bize yasattiklarinin hesabini vermesini ve cezasini ¢gekmesini isterim. Ama bu
ceza, insan haklarina uygun olmali. Yani, ruhsal ve bedensel biitiinliigiine zarar veremeyiz bir
canliya, bu kim olursa olsun. O yiizden benim i¢in bunlar kutsal, mesela, insan haklari, neyi
kutsal olarak gérmek istersen, ben uluslararasi sézlesmeler, insan haklar1 s6zlesmeleri, benim
kutsal kitabim diistintiriim. Benim igin ¢ok anlamli, degerli,... daha gelismesi i¢in, daha iyiye,
daha kapsayici, daha onarici, daha etkili hale gelmesi i¢in ¢aba sarf edebilirim, ama insan
haklar1 s6zlesmeleri benim igin kutsal, ¢ok anlamli.

Helena: Bir 6nceki konusmamizda askerlige karsi oldugunuzu séylediniz. Yani, bu mu neden?
Insan haklarma kars1 oldugunu mu diisiiniiyorsunuz? Bir az agiklayabilir misiniz.

Zafer: Evet, evet, ben askerlik yaptim, tabii, ama dedigim gibi, ben de nasil alt1 buguk yildir

vejetariyansam, vicdani ret, askerlik karsitligini sonradan, yani, kendi gelisimimin i¢inde bazi
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seyleri elde ediyorum. Dolaysiyla, zaman i¢inde, ne kadar biiyiik bir yanlis yaptim fark ettim,
askerlik yaparak, hizmet ettigimi. Dolaysiyla, askerlik bir yok etme, ortadan kaldirma meselesi,
ve bunu silahiyla yapma, ¢ok net, elinizde bir silah var, bu silahla ben baska birini ortadan
kaldiracagim, ya da, illa, ortadan kaldirmasi gerekmiyor, onu ben bu silah zoruyla, benim
istedigim sekilde yasamaya zorlayacagim. Illa 6ldiirmesi de gerekmiyor, tehdit unsuru olmasi.
Ve ben, silahin zaten ¢ok kapitalist bir figiir oldugu, bir mal oldugunu diisiiniiyorum, silah bir
mal, cep telefonu gibi, herhangi bir sey gibi. Cok degerli bir mal, inanilmaz bir piyasasi var,
parasal piyasasi var. Dolaysiyla ben bu oyunun da bir pargasi olmak istemiyorum, bu bir mal,
alimyor, satiltyor, buna ihtiya¢ duyulmasi i¢in talep yaratiliyor, arz ediliyor, sunuluyor, talepler
olusuyor, su an Ukrayna-Rusya meselesiyle inanilmaz silahla akiyor, bir dere gibi, satiliyor,
bir firsat gibi goriiliiyor her savas. Dolaysiyla, evet ben, elimde bir aragla, bir ayn1 dindeki
cennet, cehennemle beni bir seye benzetmeye caligsmak gibi, 6diil ve cezayla beni istedigi bir
forma sokmaya ¢alistyor din, burada da silahla beni istedigi formaya sokmaya calisiyor, ya da
biz, elimizdeki silahla bir baskasin istedigimiz bi¢cimde diisiinmeye ve yasamaya zorluyoruz.
Bu korkung bir sey. Bu en biiylik insan haki ihlali bana gére. Benim en biiyiik kutsaligimi darbe
almas1 demek, zarar gérmesi.

Helena: Anliyorum. Ve son olarak size soracaktim, sizin i¢in demokrasi nedir, son olarak ta.
Zafer: Bir kere bu biitlin bu dedigim gibi, hem din konusunda hem milliyet¢ilik konusunda bu
topraklar konusunda soyledigim fikirlerimdeki gibi, yasayabilme sansidir demokrasi benim
icin. Yani, bu sansi1 verebilir. Ama soyle baktigimda da biraz temkinli de yaklagiyorum
demokrasiye, yani, maalesef hep mis gibi olan bir sey oldu, yani, tam demokrasi goéremedik.
Dolaysiyla, o yiizden, demokrasiyi tanimlarken, evet kagit iizerinde ¢cok anlamli, mantikli bir
climle, savunuyorum ben de, ama uygulamay1 tam olarak goremedigimiz i¢in sonuglarini da
bilmiyorum, yarim yamalak, eksik yasadigimiz Tirkiye'de demokrasi tarihi acisindan
baktiginizda da, ben yine de, bir bagka, bir Ortadogu iilkesine gore, ya da bir baska Uzak Dogu
kesime gore, demokrasi, hi¢ nasibini? almamis iilkelere gore, ben buna bile raziyim, bir ¢ikis
yolu bulabiliyorum, dyle ya da boyle. Ama kendime bir Iran'da diisiinemiyorum, yani.
Dolaysiyla, demokrasiyi bdyle yorumluyorum ve...tabii ki tartisilir bunlar, yani, sosyal
demokrasi, liberal demokrasi,..bir sey var, kavramlar var, bu siiregleri de yasiyoruz, ama,
benim gordiigiim demokrasi giicli, paray1 elinde bulunduran tarafindan kullaniliyorsa, burada
da problem var, iste, bu llkede Turgut Ozal cok demokrat ve liberal demokrat olarak bilinir,
falan, ama hep derdi ki, mesela, ben zenginleri severim, derdi. Yani, parasi olan ¢ok severdi.
Tayyip Erdogan da &yle, ¢ok seviyorlar, gii¢, para, iktidar. Yani, simdi, dolaysiyla, demokrasi

bana gore daha ¢ok gii¢siiz olanin kendi sesini ¢ikarabildigi, kendi sorunlarini tartisabildigi ve
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bu sorunlarin ¢oziimii i¢in bir takim aktiviteler yapabildigi, eylemler, etkinlikler, direnisler,
yapabildigi bir ortam, ama benim artik hissettifim demokraside kapitalizm istedigi kadar,
istedigi yere veriyor, gerektiginde musluklart kapatiyor, demokrasi muslugunu, bir az sikiyor,
biraz agtyor, boyle bir durum var, ya bunu en ¢ok su anda Avrupa Birliginde goriiyoruz. Avrupa
birligi Tiirkiye iliskilerinde, benim i¢in demokrasi ve iyi yasamanin yolu bir siiredir, bir siire
Avrupa Birliginden geciyor... ¢ok sarildim oraya, ama biigiin goriiyoruz ki Avrupa Birligi
gdecmen korkusuyla, Tayyip Erdogan'in gogmen kart1 tehdit edince, miilteci tehdit edince, bizi
bir cehennemin iginde seyrediyor Avrupa Birligi. Umurlarinda bile degil biz burada ne
yastyoruz. Avrupa Birligi iilkeler Osman Kavala'y1 ¢ok iyi tanirlar. Onu kim oldugunu bilirler,
onu bu llke icin, yeryiiz icin neler yaptigimi bilirler, bizi bilirler, ama hi¢ umurlarinda
degil,... gostermelik, bir takim ciimleler, demegler, bu degil, onlemler de alinabilirdi. Onu
biliyor burasi, Erdogan onu biliyor, yani, Avrupa Birligi'nin ne kadar ciliz ses ¢ikartacagini
biliyor ve o yiizden adim atiyor, siirekli. Bir diger adim atiyor, bir diger da. Clinkii elinde bes
miliyonluk bir miilteci kart1 var. Avrupa Birligi miilteci istemiyor. Bu da diyor ki, Erdogan da,
bir birakirim, goriirsiinliz, diyor. Dolaysiyla, bdyle...simdi burada, demokrasi nasil
tanimlayacagiz o zaman, yani, ortada benim demokrat olmami, daha demokratik bir iilkede
yasamami saglayacak bir diizen var, ama o diizenin bir teklif eden baska bir sey var, ve o daha
giiclii su anda, ve benim demokrasiden esen kalmiyor. Ama ben gene de, gittik¢ce daha kotiiye
gidiyoruz, artik yazamiyoruz dogru diizgiin, konugsamiyoruz, ben her hafta yazdigim seyleri
siliyorum, ediyorum, azaltiyorum, climle degistiriyoruz, ben yapmasam, yaz1 isleri yapiyor, su
degisiklikleri...ediyor, falan, ¢ikartalim mu, diyor, e simdi, belki de, biz, belki bes, alt1 ay sonra,
sen yine bdyle bir sohbet istesen, belki yapamayacagiz, ¢linkii belki sosyal medya yasaklanmig
olacak, oraya dogru gidiyoruz, cok ilging. Demokratik haklarimizi boyle adim, adim, adim,
adim, ve bazen bu c¢ok hizli oluyor. Bes alt1 adim birden aliyor. Su anda sokaga ¢ikip bir sey
yapamiyoruz, yani. Kadinlar su anda en aktif, Tiirkiye'de, kadin hareketi, aktif, mesela.
Erkekler hi¢ bir sey yapamiyor, ¢cok enteresan.

Helena: Neden dyle?

Zafer: Boyle bir siirec yasiyoruz, bir ara LGBTI hareketi ¢ok aktifti, ama dénem dénem bazilari
one cikiyor, su anda kadinlar korkmuyorlar, hi¢ korkmuyorlar, baya polisle, ben, yani,
goriiyorum, polisin iizerine ylriidiigiinii, ama kadin yiiriiyor. Cok o anlamda, ¢ok gurur
duyuyorum, ¢ok sorguluyorum kendimi, hatta sosyal medyada tesekkiir ettim kadinlara, yani,
inanilmaz eylemler yapiyorlar, sahip ¢ikiyorlar haklarina, ama demokrasi agisindan ¢ok kaygi
verici bir dénem gegciriyoruz ve ben gergekten az dnce... ettigimiz, biz gergekten bes ay sonra

bu goriismeyi yapamayabiliriz, bunu hissediyorum. Zaten fasizm boyledir, yani sana hissettir,
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hissettir, bir sey yapmasi gerekmiyor. Bana bir seyi hissettiriyor. Bu ¢ok korkung bir sey. Yani,
ontimiizde se¢imler var, Tiirkiye'de, ama bu se¢imden ne olup olmayacagi, ne kadar saglikli
olup olmayacagi, bunlardan emin degiliz. Erdogan'in se¢im sonuglarint kabul edebilecegine
inanmiyorum. Dolaystyla, ¢iinkii eger se¢imi kaybederse yargilanacak. Yani, kim yargilanmay1
goze alabilir, kim? Cok yok. O yilizden ben de Oniimiizdeki siirecin olduk¢a zor olacagin
diistinliyorum, ne yazik ki.

Helena: Ne yazik. Cok tesekkiir ederim, yani diisiincelerinizi o kadar seviyorum, saatlerce
dinleyebiliyorum.

Zafer: Sag olun.

Helena: Ama Turkiye'ye gelirsem gercekten yiz yize...

Zafer:Bekleriz.

170



171



