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ABSTRACT  

 

 

 

The right to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications seeks to ensure 

equitable distribution of the knowledge and tools that impel social advancement. 

Reflecting on the condition of our Earth and the considerable environmental 

transformations impacting upon communities across the globe, the equitable distribution 

of the knowledge and tools to limit, redress, and prevent further damage is crucial. This 

work aims to illustrate how the right to scientific progress can assist in protecting 

human dignity in an environmentally sustainable world. 

    



OUR PROGRESSIVE NATURE 

ii 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to: 

 

Prof. William Schabas for his helpful supervision and critical analysis which kept me 

focused and driven.  

 

The Lionel Murphy Foundation for its generosity and commitment to the advancement 

of human rights and social justice. The foundation’s continued financial assistance of 

Australians endeavouring to build a more equitable world enabled me to undertake the 

E.MA wholeheartedly.    

 

My loving parents Triona and Fikry Bassiuoni for their unfaltering support, honest 

opinions, encouraging words, faith in me and for loving me at my worst. 

 

Mary Billing, Jenny Boylan, Simon Thornton, Michelle Worthington and Clare Preece 

for their suggestions, advice and time given to my rambling.  

 

And lastly my housemates , Eoin Flood, Patricia McAfee and Joe Kerins for answering 

my questions, putting up with my stress and mess and being so good natured. 



  iii 

 

ACRONYMS 

 

 

AAAS 

Ibid. 

ICHRP 

ICESCR 

Idem. 

IP  

Passim 

WIPO 

WTO 

American Association for the Advancement of Science  

‘The same place’ referring to the note immediately preceding 

International Council on Human Rights Policy 

International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights 

‘The same as’ referring to a preceding note 

Intellectual property 

‘Here and there’ meaning throughout the work cited 

 World Intellectual Property Organisation  

World Trade Organisation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UK English spelling except for inside direct quotes. 

E.MA style guide and editing rules have been followed in the preparation of this work. 
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