Witchcraft as a pastoral power

Ths secrecy of the act of wikchorat and the secrecy of
the inner motwe of the wich confrbutes W cast  doubt
on the identity of e wich. To penefrate this secrecy, dvinabon is
needed, and this is allegedly provided by various chasrch pasfors and
evangefists. In the sigte of Alkwa |bom, there are reporiedly more

: - ; charches per square mie than any other place on earth, and among
v T ‘ — Y some of the miost visible chreh groups, is the before-menticned “Pente-
z - il - ; " costal movement’, including the revivalist, spintualist or African
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When it comes to the mole of children within
the realm of the family, certain patterms can be
traced and are seen to reproduce themsalves.
As mentioned in the first part of the analysis.
one version of reality in modem-day Migeriais
a life marked amongst many other things by
powerty, poor social and health senaces, high
Another, concurrent reality that s obsenved is
one in which families are experiencing a
change in ftradtonal and generational
relationships. The reality of changing family
structures and matenial insecurity, and the
challenges that these rmealities pose, are
simulianeously seen to relate to the phenom-
encn of child witcheraft, as well as a report-
Girl accused of witcheraft: Scared for life. ey ncresenl o of crphulies e st
doned children in Megerna.. In this comtext,
Aguilar Molina notes that ™. ..] child witchoraft

E}'LGUiSE Pri is a sympitom of 3 more serious probdem that
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L 1 within a fraumatic social space, on the verge
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Abstract

This thesis explores the possible link between diran children as witches, child
abandonment and the risk of child trafficking inw Ibom State, Nigeria. By combining
the theoretical perspectives of Michel Foucaulgevernmentality”-analytics and the Actor
network Theory, witchcraft is examined as a ‘prdduc power’ and as a ‘pastoral’ and
‘disciplinary’ power technique, as well as a netkactor that comes into being, as a
relational effect of its network associations. Infiee-part analysis, the thesis further
explores and finds witchcraft to be related to dbeurrence of misfortune as well as serve
as an explanatory function; that the identificatemmd construction of “child witches” is
based on a perceived motive of malice, which ieafmodifies the behaviour and actions
of individuals; that witchcraft is performed as asations, confessions, deliverances,
exorcisms, business and legislation, which credterent realities for different actors; that
witchcraft can be understood as a levelling andnadising mechanism, which is used to
maintain a social order; and that a connection lsanrendered visible between child
witchcraft stigmatisations, child abandonment amddctrafficking by uncovering the

phenomenon of trafficking ‘ritual oaths’.
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