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Abstract

What is ‘family’? A significant shift has taken péain they way we talk, live
and analyse families. The traditional - heteroséxnaclear and conjugal - model as norm of
reference seems to be outdated, as various kinfdsyolies shape the social reality of western
societies. | examine the question if social sciaesearch and legal reforms go along with
these transformations. While mainstream social rex@eresearch still focuses on conjugal
relationships, a critical review of the case law tbe European Court of Human Rights
reveals the hierarchisation of different relationahoices and the reinforcement of
heteronormativist, traditional models. From a feisinperspective, | introduce some
contemporary relational and familial choices andeithimplications. Finally, | present
propositions for the legal recognition of close g@mal relationships basing on the choice of
the involved individuals, instead of focusing oatus$, sex or cohabitation. The aim of this
thesis is to make a case for the human right tati@hal freedom
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