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     ABSTRACT 
 

 E-waste, understood as high-tech items discarded, is an emerging international 

issue that may affect both the environment and human health when it is mishandled. It 

requires high investments in order to be managed in an environmentally sound manner 

as it is required by a multitude of legislations. However, today, the majority of e-waste 

produced in rich countries is exported to developing countries where it is well-known 

that these poor countries have much lower environmental and social standards.  

 

 Admittedly, the European Union is the only economic organization today that 

has adopted binding regulations about e-waste. Nevertheless, the analysis of these latter 

reveals important shortcomings which still allow a large part of European e-waste to 

move to Africa. On the other side, this continent, being the poorest of the world, seems 

compelled to accept these toxic products, but in the detriment of the health of its 

peoples. 

 

 In this regard, this thesis aims at assessing the efficiency of the international 

environmental and Human Rights regimes to protect the health of African peoples. The 

ultimate objective will consist in determining whether or not the European countries 

may be held responsible for the adverse effects of their e-waste on African peoples’ 

health. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover picture: Dismantling monitors, and attempting repairs from dismantled parts. 
Ikeja village, Nigeria. From the Basel Action Network Report, ‘The Digital Dump, 
Exporting Re-use and Abuse to Africa’, 2005, p.21. Available at 
http://www.ban.org/Library/TheDigitalDump.pdf (consulted 25 March 2010). 
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