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ABSTRACT

Kosovo’s secession has been treated asi @eneriscase by States and many
scholars. This contribution argues that insteadroéxception, Kosovo should be taken
as the contemporary example to advance the leghpalitical understanding of self-
determination and secession in the post-decoldnisatra. For instance, the ICJ could
positively contribute to the latter through a pesgive interpretation on its advisory
opinion on Kosovo's unilateral declaration of indadence. Even if the legal
implications of Kosovo’s secession can be moreledisnited by States, its political
subjectivity might contain a spill over effect diffilt to contain. In that sense, Kosovo

has a precedent-setting potential that should eotdylected.

Kosovo’s independence could push for the extengbrthe right to self-
determination (with the possibility of secession¢re for minority groups in democratic
contexts. It has contributed to reopen the debatsezession particularly at European
level. For countries like Spain, the precedentisgtpotential of Kosovo’s secession
could disentangle obsolete debates, for exampltarBasque context. It could favour
the development of innovative strategies to addetsms for self-determination from

less dogmatised perspectives.

Secession has become both the attraction

and the tragedy of self-determination.

(Cardenas y Cafias, 2002)




