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Abstract

The aim of the following work is to research how #htuation for minorities in Georgia has
influenced the outbreak of ethnic conflicts in twaintry and whether the protection of minority
rights has improved as a result of the democratisgirocesses that were started after the Rose

Revolution.

In order to examine the influence of minority rigigrotection on ethnic conflict a comparative
approach that takes different influential theoir@® account will be used. The material will be
analyzed based on a Critical Discourse Analysigjpa of analytical research dealing with the
discourse dimensions.

Successively, for the minority rights improvement Georgia, all international standards on
minority rights must be accepted by the Georgiavegument as a result of the states wish to
affiliate itself with the Euro-Atlantic structuresd the western form of democracy. International
organisations can then help the minorities to U dbligation that the state formulated to
advance domestic legislation and policies. Moreosigil society representing the minorities has
to be capacitated to represent minority demandsrdsvthe state and change the discourse
around minority rights that exists nowadays in @e&orThe cooperation of state and the civil
society should establish a dialogue between the stad the minority communities that breaks
down the previous mistrust and builds up a newccidentity which includes all citizens of

Georgia.

Furthermore it will be concluded that though thegasss of democratisation is ongoing in
Georgia the progress of the minority rights is skovd fragile. A multitude of external factors,
including the recent conflicts with Abkhazia, So@hsetia and Russia, as well as the lack of

political competition in Georgia, are slowing tHeramentioned progress.



TABLE OF CONTENT
4 1. Introduction

6 2. Nationalism and Democratisation - cure or eaafsthnic conflict
6 2.1. Ethnicity and ethnic conflict

8 2.2. The ethnic group, the nation and theest

10 2.3. Nationalism.

11 2.4. Civic and ethnic nationalism

14 2.5. Nationalism and democratization

18 2.6. Ethnic democracy

20 2.7. Democratisation and minority rights irsR8oviet space

24 3. Historical Background

24 3.1 Ethnic tensions in Georgia

24 3.1.1. Georgia before the USSR break-up

24 3.1.2. Secessionist wars in Georgia

29 3.2. From Ethnic Conflict to Ethnic violencauses, incentives, results

35 4. Promotion of dialogue

35 4.1. What is civil society?

38 4.2. How can civil society promote democrdt@aand the resolution of ethnic conflict?

40 4.3. Why would civil society maintain ethnionglict?

41 4.3.1.Significance of modernisation

42 4.3.2.Significance of Power Relations

43 4.3.3.Significance of the communist legacy

45 4.4, Can civil society have an impact on invomg relations between ethnic groups in Georgia?

49 5. International Involvement

49 5.1. Internationalisation

50 5.2. Europeanization

55 5.3. Legitimacy of the international involvemén the internal/ethnic conflict
57 5.4. Internal/ethnic conflict and human rights

60 5.5. UN Observer Mission in Georgia

65 6. Concluding Remarks
65 6.1.Combining democracy and the rule of mgjori
67 6.2.Recommendations

69 Bibliography
79 Annexes



