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Our vision Global Campus
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The vision of the Global Campus of Human Rights

IS to foster new generations of human rights defenders
able to contribute to a world in which human dignity,
equality, freedom, human security, sustainable
development, democracy, the rule of law and respect
for all human rights are realised.

In 2021, we felt the urgency to implement our vision
in a more vigorous way and step up our social responsibility
through brand new programmes. Discover more in the next pages.
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Welcome

Veronica Gomez — President

The Global Campus of Human Rights presents
its 2021 Annual Report recording the main
outcomes of 12 months of active collaboration
in capacity building and promotion of human
rights and democracy. During this challenging
period, our regional hubs in Venice, Sarajevo,
Pretoria, Bangkok, Yerevan, Buenos Aires and
Beirut; our special project in East Timor; and
our partner universities and stakeholders all
over the world continued to deliver education
with regional and interdisciplinary approaches,
experiential learning, cross-cultural exchanges
and networking opportunities. The Report
provides insights on the achievements of

the Global Campus hallmark seven regional
Master s programmes, their common activities
and research outlets, and the continuation

of their efforts to build capacity and raise
awareness on human rights and democracy
around the world. The Report also highlights
the three innovative and very successful
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open access MOOCs offered during 2021,
the specialised training courses with a focus
on human rights defenders; the unique
endeavours to foster the relationship between
human rights and the arts; and the various
activities devoted to the promotion children s
rights through education and research,
including child-led activities in several regions
of the world.

These outcomes were possible thanks to the
financial support of the European Union, Right
Livelihood, and other donors, as well as the
co-funding and unwavering commitment of
our partner universities and the dedication
shown by our staff at headquarters in Venice
and at our regional hubs.

As President of the Global Campus, it is an
honour for me to share this Annual Report with
our readers.

In November 2021,

Ver nicaG mezwas
appointed as a judge of
the Inter-American Court
of Human Rights for the
period 2022-2027.

The Court, based in
CostaRica, is one of the
three regional courts for
the protection of human
rights, together with

the European Court of
Human Rights and the
African Court of Human
and Peoples Rights.
Ver nica will continue to
exercise her functions as
GC President. We wish
her a lot of success in
this new endeavour!



Foreword

Manfred Nowak — Secretary General

The Global Campus is the world s largest
network of universities specialised in human
rights education. We aim to provide young
people with the necessary knowledge and
skills to become human rights professionals
and with the attitude to internalise and
respect the values of human rights in their
daily lives towards other human beings and
society at large. Universities, as the main
institutions of higher learning, not only have

a responsibility for preparing young people
for their professional lives, but they also

have a social responsibility towards society,
above all in times of crisis. This is particularly
true for universities specialised in human
rights. As members of the Global Campus

of Human Rights, our universities recognise
their responsibility to provide a safe space

for human rights defenders at risk and, in
particular, for students and scholars, who

are persecuted in their own countries for
standing up for the values of human rights,
democracy and the rule of law. Thanks to our
partnership with the European Parliament, we
have a close relationship with the Sakharov
Laureates and young Sakharov Fellows, whom
we have involved for many years in our Venice
School on Human Rights Defenders. We make
them and other participants familiar with the
mechanisms for the protection of human rights
and democracy, which the EU, the Council

of Europe, the United Nations and other
organisations offer them in their day-to-day
struggles for a better life in their own countries.

Thanks to our partnership with Right
Livelihood, a foundation which for more than
40 years has awarded the Alternative Nobel
Peace Prize to grassroots activists fighting for
the environment, sustainability and human
rights, we cooperate closely with and provide

more visibility to Right Livelihood Laureates
as role models for our future human rights
defenders. At the core of our partnership
with Right Livelihood are children and young
people, and we mainstream children s rights
into all our global activities, assisting in the
empowerment of children as future change-
makers.

The year 2021 marks a turning pointin the
history of the Global Campus, driven by
dramatic developments on our globe.

On the initiative of the European Parliament,
we organised a special training course

in July for students from Belarus who were
expelled from their universities because

they had demonstrated with thousands of
others against the election fraud and brutal
repression in this European dictatorship.

Our colleagues and students of the Arab
Master developed a web series in honour

of Lokman Slim, a Lebanese intellectual and
anti-Hezbollah activist who had promoted

a culture of remembrance, and was killed in
early February 2021. The students at the Asia-
Pacific Master launched a Facebook campaign
to call attention to the arbitrary arrest and
disappearance in March 2021 of their fellow
student Saw Lin Htet, who had joined

a public protest against the military junta

in Myanmar while conducting field research

in his home country. After the Taliban takeover
in Afghanistan in August, the Global Campus,
together with many close allies, assisted in the
evacuation of many Afghan intellectuals under
threat and started, with generous financial
support from the European Commission,
Right Livelihood and other private foundations,
a programme of providing a safe space

for Afghan scholars and students at member
universities in our global network.
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I am grateful to our donors and our universities
for their spontaneous support and hope that
our scholars and students at risk initiative

will develop into a regular programme of the
Global Campus beyond Afghanistan.

The active participation of children in all
matters that directly concern them is one

of the most important principles of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The
Global Campus, therefore, developed many
projects on children s rights and concerns
with the active participation and involvement
of children around the globe: during the
preparation and implementation of the UN
Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty;
during the Global Campus International
Conference on Climate Change and Child
Participation, organised in May 2021 by our
friends of the Caucasus Master in Yerevan;
and, most recently, during the preparation

of our International Conference held at the
Kathmandu School of Law in February 2022.
This is the first fully child-led conference of

the Global Campus. In many national, regional
and global consultations, children between
the ages of 12 and 18 from all regions of the
Global Campus discussed various topics and
finally decided that Mental Health of Children
is the main theme to be addressed at the
conference. This reflects, on the one hand,
the mental stress caused by the COVID-19
pandemic for children all over the world, and
on the other hand, the uncertainty of growing
up in a world threatened by the global climate
and environmental crisis, armed conflicts,
gross and systematic human rights violations
and a weakness of national, regional and
international governance structures. In Fridays
for Future strikes and similar global activities,
children teach us that they are experts in their
own rights, that they are highly concerned
about the future of our planet and the current
state of world politics, and that they are willing
to take responsibility as change-makers
towards a better future. The Global Campus
stands ready to support them in their global
movement-building activities.

06 Global Campus of Human Rights

Students of the 2021
Summer School in
Cinema, Human Rights
and Advocacy, Venice.



Awareness-raising through
the arts: poetry from torture

On 16 July 2021, the headquarters of the
Global Campus of Human Rights became
atorture centre by hosting the performance
White Torture - Underground Poetry, written
and directed by Lorent Saleh. Lorent, 2017
Sakharov Prize Laureate, is a Venezuelan
human rights defender and activist who

was repeatedly detained by the Venezuelan
authorities in LaTumba, an underground
prison run by the secret service in Caracas.
Developed in collaboration with the
audiovisual artist Zoltan Kunckel, the play
presents torture in the form of images, textures
and poems written by Lorent during his years
of imprisonment and torture.

The play White Torture - Underground Poetry

Watch a short video:
https://youtu.be/snVRsKU7VHI

was staged within the framework of the
firstannual conference on the Global State

of Human Rights, jointly organised by the
European Parliament and the Global Campus.

The audience is drawn into the intimacy and
intense suffering of a conscientious prisoner
who is exposed to cold white light for 24 hours
a day and faces the morbidity and inclemency
of an invisible torturer.

The play delivers an especially powerful
experience for the conference guests as they
participate actively in the performance either
as torturers or victims.
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The Global Campus of Human Rights, the
biggest network of human rights educators
worldwide, draws its unique resource-
base from almost 100 member universities
organised in seven regional hubs. Our multi-
level identity global, regional and national
provides a distinctive vantage point and
enables us to be innovative, proactive and
responsive to emerging developments. The
Academic Affairs Committee, established
in 2019 to further connect our regional
hubs, provides a venue to coordinate
activities, quickly circulate ideas, pilot new
joint initiatives, and mainstream successful
educational approaches. This is how the
Global Campus network keeps on increasing
its capacity towards offering support and
inspiration to thousands of young people
annually. As an important emerging trend,
many of our regional Master s programmes
are increasingly attracting students also from
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other regions, thus further reinforcing a shared
commitment to global integration. We wish to
thank our members, alumni and partners in
Africa, the Arab World, Asia-Pacific, Caucasus,
Europe, Latin America-Caribbean and South
East Europe for their invaluable work and
untiring commitment.

The European Union, our main donor,

has repeatedly affirmed the exceptional
contribution of our educational network to
strengthening human rights and democracy

in the world. And, in fact, the Global Campus
features prominently in the 2021 2027

Global Europe Human Rights and Democracy
programme. This demonstrates an unwavering
resolve to invest in the education of young
change-makers and the continued trust placed
by the EU in the Global Campus of Human
Rights.



The year in review

The year in review

Elisabetta Noli
Administrative
Director

In the words of some scholars, 2021 was a
new annus horribilis for human rights and
human rights defenders. News and images
from Belarus, Myanmar, Egypt, Syria, Sudan,
the Philippines, Russia, Israel, Hong Kong and
Afghanistan, to mention just a few countries,
quickly come to our mind. Well-known

figures like Alexei Navalny (awarded the 2021
Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought by the
European Parliament), Patrick Zaki (released in
Egypt on parole in December 2021), and Pham
Doan Trang (sentenced to nine years in jail in
Vietnam in the same month), are outnumbered
by many less famous or unknown ones
including some of our students, like Saw

Lin Htet, a Myanmar student of the Global
Campus Asia-Pacific programme.

Widening structural discrimination, democratic
erosion (from within and from authoritarian
states), misinformation and hate speech

(often masked as free speech), and use of

the pandemic to crack down on dissent are
among the most debated challenges to human
rights and democracy. In this context, human
rights education and access to knowledge

and information are crucial to the work and
empowerment of human rights defenders;

and we are certainly proud of our contribution:
for instance, our Venice School for Human
Right Defenders in addition to our Master s
Programmes. In an informal and ad hoc way,
we have hosted and protected scholars and
students atrisk and let s not forget that for
some of our students, simply taking a Master s
Programme in human rights could pose a

risk. However, after the Taliban takeover, our

network felt the urgent need to react in a
concerted manner. Like many organisations
around the world, we wanted to help Afghan
human rights defenders to reach a safe place
where they can continue their important work.
Together with some of our partners,

we started working on operational steps

in the establishment of a scholarship
programme as early as September; many

of our member universities soon joined in,
committing to host one or more Afghan
scholars at their institution. Our alumni

were offering volunteer support from the
very beginning, including helping with visa
paperwork. The European Commission agreed
on an emergency support grant and Right
Livelihood matched the EU support shortly
after. As a human rights university network,
establishing a special programme

for threatened scholars in times of crises

is a priority.

There is more good news: young human rights
defenders are on the rise. Children and young
people are hungry for knowledge and striving
to have their voices be heard. Protection of
the environment and biodiversity, rights of
indigenous communities, antiracism, and
protection from big tech are some of the
challenges young people are increasingly
taking charge of. This year we involved
children and young people in some of our
core activities, and, thanks to them, we

are increasing and improving the range of
initiatives that proactively engage with the
younger generation. You will discover more

in the following pages.

On the right,

the performance
Free To Be

by Raizes Teatro

(at GC headquarters,
October 2021)

in support of activists
and artists deprived
of their freedom

of expression.
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David Maria Sassoli — in memoriam

Former President
of the European Parliament

Over the past few years, we have seen
the principles that underpin our
democracies chipped away, even

in EU member states. It is more
important than ever that we educate
about why these fundamental ideas
and rights are needed. For me,
education on these issues, both
formally in schools and universities
and also within the public at large,
must be an absolute priority.

The future of Europe depends on it.

My personal message to all those
studying and working with the Global
Campus of Human Rights is: don’t
be disheartened, never stop fighting
for our fundamental values, and

hold those in positions of power to
account. For those of my generation,
who watched the transition of

many European countries from

dictatorship to democracy and saw
Europe reunited following the fall of
the Berlin wall, we felt the world was
coming closer together, that human
rights would be strengthened, not
threatened in subsequent decades.
Sadly, that has not been the case.

Perhaps we forgot that progress

is not something that just happens.
It is won only by organisation,
education, and hard work by those
who care. So learn from the lessons
of my generation, do not take hard-
won rights and freedoms for granted
but instead appreciate and fight
for them every single day. Use new
technologies, organise effectively,
and ensure those in power cannot
ignore the issues you care most
about.

10 Global Campus of Human Rights

The Global Campus, together with
the international community, was
deeply saddened by the sudden
death of David Sassoli on 11 January
2022. He was a friend and a close
supporter. During his presidency,
we signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the European
Parliament and strengthened

our cooperation on the Sakharov
Fellowship Programme through the
Venice School of Human Rights and
other joint activities, including the
first Global State of Human Rights
conference in July 2021.



15t Global State

of Human Rights Conference

On 16 July 2021, during the week of the
famous Redentore festival in Venice, we held
the first annual conference on the Global State
of Human Rights, jointly organised with the
European Parliament. Taking place in a hybrid
format in Venice, Brussels and online, it was
opened by late EP President David Sassoli
together with GC President Ver nicaG mez.
The conference, attended by representatives
of the EU, the UN, national governments,
academia and civil society, revolved around
three main topics:

A pandemic of impunity: why does
accountability matter?

Improving the business and human rights
relationship: what role can due diligence
and a value-centred approach play?
What is a values-based foreign policy
and what is it worth when responding

to human rights and democracy issues
around the world?

We were honored to be joined by many
esteemed speakers from local, national

and international organisations, like Michelle
Bachelet (UN High Commissioner for

Human Rights), Jutta Urpilainen (European
Commissioner for International Partnerships),
Didier Reynders (European Commissioner for
Justice), Agnts Callamard (Secretary General
of Amnesty International), Denis Mukwege
(Nobel Peace Prize Laureate), and Benedetto
Della Vedova (Italian Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs). The conference was closed
with a theatre performance by Sakharov Prize
Laureate Lorent Saleh on White Torture -
Underground Poetry.

The second edition of the conference
will be held in Venice in July 2022.

The year in review

Maria Arena, Chair of the
European Parliament s
Subcommittee on
Human Rights (DROI),
participating from
Brussels, and Lotte
Leicht, former EU
Director at Human
Rights Watch,
addressing the audience
from Venice.

Global S
“HUMay Illrurc

v
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George Ulrich
Academic Director

Workshop on democratisation
for Belarusian students at risk

Despite brutal repression and systematic
human rights violations, Belarus has seen
the emergence of an unprecedented mass
protest movement against electoral fraud
and authoritarianism in the country. Many
students who joined the protests have been
expelled from university or are at high risk.
In this context, the European Parliament s
Democracy Support and Election Coordination
Group asked for Global Campus support in
developing a workshop on democratisation
and human rights for Belarusian students
who are encountering problems to continue
their current education in retaliation

for their involvement in pro-democracy
protests. The workshops took place in July
and involved 11 participants. Moderated

by Katarzyna Gardapkhadze (former First
Deputy Director of the OSCE s Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights),
it covered topics such as democratisation,
international and European human rights
protection systems, transitional justice,

the role of women and youth in democracy

building, and the EU External Human Rights
Policy and Eastern Neighbourhood Policy. It
had a practical, applied focus. Participants
had the opportunity to meet highly qualified
independent experts and representatives of
the European Parliament and to engage in
discussion, networking and in an exchange
of experiences amongst themselves.

The feedback from students was
overwhelmingly positive. It was valued in terms
of content but, perhaps even more so, as a
sign of attention and support to this group

of young people who have found themselves
marginalised and in a very precarious situation.
The opportunity for participants to connect
with experts, policymakers and peers was
especially appreciated.

Given the persistence of political repression
affecting students in Belarus and elsewhere,
the Global Campus may seek to replicate
the experience and organise workshops

of a similar nature from time to time.
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Venice School

for Human Rights Defenders

Alberta Rocca
Project Manager

The Global Campus has recently placed
great emphasis on human rights defenders
by reviewing the content of the annual Venice
School of Human Rights and developing an
intense one-week training programme.
Human rights defenders are selected globally
and come to Venice to expand their advocacy
skills, learn to engage strategically with

UN mechanisms, develop strategies and
techniques, network among themselves, and
review cases and best practices based on their
experience.

In 2016, we joined forces with the European
Parliament, which every year, through the
Sakharov Fellowship Programme, selects up
to 14 human rights defenders to take part in
the Venice School and meet with other human
rights defenders.

We were grateful to be able to host the
2021 edition in presence at our Venice
headquarters, with most of the lecturers

joining in person. Among the main topics
discussed were gender-based violence and
conflict-related sexual violence, LGBTIQ+
rights, and environmental protection and
indigenous rights. Keynote speakers for

the opening sessions brought testimonies
from the dramatic events in Belarus with
2020 Sakharov Laureates Veranika Tsapkala
and Volha Kavalkova, representatives of the
Belarusian opposition. Additionally, Hareer
Hashim, Najiba Haidary and 2012 Right
Livelihood Laureate Sima Samar took partin
aroundtable exchange on the Afghanistan
humanitarian crisis.

We were also very proud of hosting Vic
Barrett, the Honduran-American climate
activist who is among the 21 youth plaintiffs
suing the US government to take action in the
groundbreaking case Juliana v. United States,
a lawsuit that could change the future of
climate change litigation worldwide.

My call to action for an international community would definitely
be to look at your neighbours, to look at the people next to you,

to figure out who’s most vulnerable where you live and to do
everything you can to speak up for them, in particular in the context
of how the climate crisis might be impacting them differently

than it’s impacting other people. vicearet

The participants of the
2021 Venice School in
the courtyard of the GC
headquarters. Kalliope
Agapiou-Josephides,
GC Europe faculty, and
Najiba Naidari, activist
and GC Europe student
(2021-22 cohort), at
aroundtable on the
situation of Afghan
women.

The year in review
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Performing for tortured
and murdered human rights activists

Alessandro lenzi, lawyer, actor and alumnus
of the Global Campus Summer School on
Cinema, Human Rights and Advocacy, is

the founding director of Raizes Teatro, a
production company that promotes human
rights. Their powerful performances were
integrated into some of the activities that took
place in 2021 at our Venice headquarters.
Specifically, My name is Patrick Zaki - 45 Days
is a monologue by Alessandro playing Joker, a
new Prometheus lost in the historical events
that followed September 11.

The show is a reinterpretation of the
incarceration of the young Egyptian researcher
and the continuous postponement of his bail
every 45 days.

The work presents a mix of styles and
languages: Italian, Spanish, French and
English alternate in the words of the Joker/
Prometheus/Zaki, chained to the last coast of
Egypt for having offered men the sacred fire of
freedom; he is the victim of the gods who fight
for supremacy and power.

“The detention of Patrick Zaki is a setback to all the democratic
principles of which we feel we are promoters and creators as citizens
of the Western world; values that we would have even wanted to
export with wars, and with financing of terrorist groups, according to
the international political strategies now known to us all.” aessandro enzi
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New Afghan Scholarship
Programme kicks off

Imke Steimann
and Julia Runte
Programme
coordination

The Taliban takeover in Afghanistan uprooted
large parts of Afghan society, placing
hundreds of thousands of individuals at risk
because of their political views, activism,
previous work and affiliation with international
organisations and NGOs. Many human rights
defenders, journalists, students and scholars
found themselves unable to continue their
important work towards securing a free and
democratic country where human rights are
protected.

“Sometimes, giving an opportunity for the ones
who go through a trauma can contribute
to their recovery process as Afghan Scholars
and Students at Risk by GCHR did it to me.”

Anonymous for security concerns

From this crisis, the Global Campus stepped
into action on several levels. As an immediate
response, we supported evacuation efforts
and mobilised our wide alumni network for
volunteer support. At the same time, we
reached out to our member universities to
ask them for their availability to host Afghan
scholars and students. After having secured

financial support from the European Union
and Right Livelihood, and with additional
contributions from Kahane Foundation

and Fondazione di Venezia, we created the
Scholarship Programme for Threatened
Afghan Scholars and Students. We are now
placing scholars and students at our member
universities to continue their work and studies
for the 2021/22 academic year and beyond,
especially those who are under threat because
of their research and activism, or at particular
risk of exclusion from academia because of
their gender or ethnicity. Recipients receive

a living allowance, along with the safety to
continue to study and thrive in an academic
environment. With this programme, we hope
to provide a small contribution to empowering
the Afghan human rights community now in
exile, to offer young Afghan changemakers

a perspective to continue their work and
activism abroad, and to draw on the strength
of our global human rights network.

As of January 2021, we have 30 recipients
firmly placed at multiple universities in our
network. We are continuing to receive requests
and are working to place recipients within our
network.

“After the fall of Kabul I was rescued and came to Bucharest

with my family. Currently, in addition to being in a good security
situation, we are learning languages and my family members

are following up on their education. | am going to officially start
teaching at the University of Bucharest in the new semester.

I believe that the entanglement of developments in the world
makes it necessary to discuss politics in crisis-stricken countries
like Afghanistan. Itis up to all students in the field of politics to
study and teach the world developments according to the systemic
nature of the world and the intertwining of world developments.

I would like to thank my good colleagues at the University of

Image courtesy of an Afghan female artist and recipient
of the Global Campus scholarship programme.

The year in review

Bucharest, and especially Professor Radu Carp, and the Global
Campus, which sponsors my attendance.” pr. zaker Hussein Ershad
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Young, powerful voices

Manu Krishan
Global Study
Programme Manager

Unfortunately, we often see that young people
are invited to participate at the very end of the
decision-making process, when it is too late
for their opinion to be fully taken into account,
said UN Secretary-General s Youth Envoy
Jayathma Wickramanayake.

In 2021, we worked hard to avoid this and
instead to fulfill the Global Campus strategic
objective to mainstream the empowerment
of children and youth across all regions of the
Global Campus.

With special thanks to our partnership with
Right Livelihood, we were able to engage

with children and young people in many
projects and events. Some are activists, some
have lived experiences of dramatic human

rights violations, while others have become
passionate about human rights topics from
participating in our training programmes,
especially on the environment and technology.
Child participation, one of the core principles
of the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child, is something we take very seriously:
we are grateful to the young people who have
joined our journey and with whom we are
developing a new path forward that includes
reciprocal learning and inspiration.

Thanks to our project partner Terre des
Hommes, we met Angela Vasile; a young
graphic designer and member of the Child and
Youth Advisory Group of the World Congress
on Justice With Children that took place in
November 2021, an initiative in which the

As a graphic designer, | think the animation was made
In such a fantastic way. The story in the video was
presented in such a breathtaking way that it made me
want to watch more and to find out more and more.
But as a human being, it made me cry. It is simply
horrific to watch those statistics (that more than 7
million children in the world are deprived of liberty).

Angela Vasile

Screenshots of the animated
video on the UN Global Study on
Children Deprived of Liberty
available in four languages
(English, Spanish, French and
Arabic) at shorturl.at/hxJOR.
The short video was developed
in collaboration with Right
Livelihood within the follow-up
dissemination and advocacy
activitiesa er the presentation
of the Global Study to the UN
General Assembly in 2019. We
invite organisations, schools
and individuals (including young
people) working on or interested
in children s rights to use and
share the animated video.

16 Global Campus of Human Rights



Global Campus was strongly involved.
As a young person who experienced
deprivation of liberty personally, she was
invited to be part of the development of
a Global Campus animated video on the

international workshops run by Terre des
Hommes with young people directly deprived
or formerly deprived of liberty, to giving advice
on the animation style and the storyboard, to
answering questions like What does freedom

prevention of child detention and helped us

create the call to action that features at the us.

end of the video.

The animated video was presented during
the 2021 Fundamental Rights Forum of

the European Union. Angela shared her
perspective on the process in which she was

mean to you? and recording the answers for

The child-friendly animated video on the UN

involved: from taking part in regional and

Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty
was implemented as a team effort under the
supervision of the GC Online Programmes
department.

Josep Borrell Fontelles

High Representative of the European Union

for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy

Supporting the Global Campus of Human Rights has
been a very important decision. Your global network
and various programmes focusing on human rights
have never been more relevant than today.

We are witnessing an increased
pushback against the universality
and indivisibility of human rights
and a backsliding of democracy.
New challenges such as the digital
transition and climate change are
posing new threats to human rights.
This is not an abstract observation.
In our own neighbourhood,
governments are increasingly
questioning women'’s rights,
persecuting journalists, curtailing
academic freedoms and freedom of
assembly, harassing human rights
defenders and generally closing off
the public space. The COVID-19
pandemic and the emergency health
measures have accelerated these
trends. Against this backdrop, the

EU must be more than a moral force.

We must go beyond declaratory

The year in review

politics and be more assertive and
action-oriented. To this end, the
new EU Action Plan on Human
Rights and Democracy sets out a
roadmap establishing priorities that
are built on 5 pillars: protecting and
empowering individuals; building
resilient, inclusive and democratic
societies; promoting a global system
for human rights and democracy;
addressing new-technology
opportunities and challenges; and
delivering by working together.
Ensuring quality education is a key
horizontal priority to implement
the new EU Action Plan on Human
Rights and Democracy.

Education empowers individuals to
not only claim and uphold their own
rights but also the rights of others.

I am proud that, for more than 20
years, the EU has supported the
Global Campus of Human Rights and
its regional Master’s programmes
across the world. You contribute to
further advancing universal values
for all. Your cross-regional structure
places you in a unique position to
translate universal human rights
into national and local contexts,
which is one of the aims of the Action
Plan. From advocacy to training,
there are many opportunities for

the Global Campus to be involved.
We also strongly encourage you to
engage with civil society and put
your expertise to work in analysing
new and future challenges to global
human rights.
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Young people take the lead

In May 2021, our annual International
Conference was co-organised and hosted

by Yerevan State University, the hub of our
Caucasus Master s Programme. Held in a
hybrid format, the event focused on Climate
Change and Children: Impact, Rights and
Participation. We were pleased to be joined
by renowned speakers like David Boyd (UN
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and the
Environment), Nina Ferencic (UNICEF Senior
Regional Adviser), and Andrea Wiktorin (Head
of EU Delegation to Armenia). We also had the
privilege of welcoming a keynote speaker from
Fridays for Future, the German climate activist
Luisa Neubauer.

Luisa conveyed the message that children do
not only have a right to actively participate in
all matters that directly affect them, but that
they are already taking the lead in pushing
political and economic leaders to take the
global climate crisis seriously by radically
changing the current global economic and
political system. Together we discussed the
need for a legally-enforceable human right
of future generations to a clean and healthy
environment, strategic climate-related
litigation initiated by children, and the idea of
a trusteeship for future generations and even
rights of animals, nature and Mother Earth.

People don’t fight for rights they don’t know they have.
And it makes a big difference if you feel like
something is unjust or if you know that you have
arightto something. wusaneubaver

Global Campus International Conference

Climate Change
and Children:
Impact, Rights

and Participation

Global Campus
Caucasus
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A student from the Ayb
School in Yerevan at

the GC International
Conference on climate
change and child
participation presenting
a self-developed
biodegradable substitute
for plastic bags.



The year in review

New cutting-edge MOOCs

attract aspiring human rights

defenders

Angela Melchiorre
Online Programmes
Manager

2021 was an exciting and inspiring year for our
online programmes. There was an increased
number of participants compared to the
previous year, new top-notch lecturers, and,
especially, the addition of contemporary subject
areas for which more and more trained human
rights defenders are needed. In fact, in addition
to scaling up the online methodological support
of many programmes and events, the Global
Campus offered

three new successful massive open online
courses (MOOCSs): Business and Human
Rights, Child Participation and the Right

to a Sustainable Environment, and Children s
Rights and Technology in the Digital Age.

The latter, designed and moderated by two

of our alumnae and Wiebke Lamer (former
Director of the EMA Programme - GC Europe),
attracted a very committed audience concerned
about the impact of big tech on children avery
niche topic within the global offer of MOOCs.
Many of the participants joined with a double

or even triple role (parent, professional, activist/
volunteer) and highlighted the pressing need

to further promote the course among teachers,
policymakers, children and youth as a way

to better prepare them for the challenges and
opportunities offered by new technology.

Thanks to Right Livelihood, with whom
we developed this and other MOOCs,
we had the privilege of hosting an extraordinary

lecturer, Edward Snowden, who spoke in his
dual capacity of whistleblower-technologist
and parent.

The MOOC Children s Rights and Technology
in the Digital Age attracted the interest of high
school-aged participants as well. This is not a
new audience of our MOOCs, but this time we
made a point of reaching out and deepening
the connection with them. The experience was
extremely rewarding and allowed for further
involvement of youth. For instance, at the 2021
Fundamental Rights Forum organised in Vienna
by the European Union Agency for Fundamental
Rights, Flavia, one of the MOOC participants
and an Italian high school student, joined us

to discuss how to engage youth in becoming
empowered agents in the fight against online
mis- and disinformation.

Anticipating the interest of a young audience,
we invested a lot of effort in creating tailored
and inspiring materials, easy-to-digest
courseware, guidance and explanation, as well
as live webinars. We were rewarded by learning
that, for the MOOC on Child Participation and
the Right to a Sustainable Environment, 40%

of the enrolled participants were between 19
and 24 years old, and 11% under 18. In general,
with our MOOCs we strive to explain to activists
that their dreams and idealism can legally

be grounded within a rights framework.
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I didn’t really expect this MOOC to be so interesting! At the beginning

I thought that maybe | was too young or English is not my mother tongue.
But | understood almost everything and improved my writing skills thanks
to the weekly discussions. What I liked the most was about personal mental
health of children and youth, because in those statements | really saw
myself, reading about feelings such as anxiety, lack of sleep, anger, sadness,
no desire for doing anything ... these are situations I noticed even before

| started the course and they were very much related to the time | spent on
social media. And after reading about this | started to feel better. Now if |
use my phone for more than one hour I decide by myself that | won’t use it,
for example, until the evening. I've started making my own rules — not my
parents or other people around me. Flavia A., high school student from Italy

MOOC on Child
Participation and the
Right to a Sustainable
Environment, screenshot
of the video teaser.

David Boyd, UN

Special Rapporteur on
human rights and the
environment, was one of
the MOOC s lecturers.

Edward Snowden

Freedom of the Press Foundation
and 2019 Right Livelihood Laureate

Technically it is not especially
plausible or practical to be able to
limit all of the information that’s
being collected about you [by digital
technologies] as an adult... much less
your children who make mistakes
10 times a minute because they’re
learning how to be a person. What
can we do? | think this is where we
have to say, in the first instance,

we care. Because that’s really what

20 Global Campus of Human Rights

matters. The fact that you are
hopefully still watching this video
right now puts you as a member of
the elite exception, who recognises
what’s happening in the world, has
an opinion on the fact that it can be
better, hopefully, that it should be
better. And the result of that is that
over time, collective action will mean
that it will be better.

As a lecturer in our
MOOC Children s Rights
and Technology in the
Digital Age, Snowden
gave an interview about
protecting children s
privacy in the age

of hyper-surveillance.



Events and programmes 2021 — a sample

Webinar on Deinstitutionalisation of Children
with Disabilities in South East Europe -

GC South East Europe and ERMA Alumni
Network, online

Training programme for International
Electoral Observers, online

Web series on The Anatomy of Political
Crimes in Lebanon - GC Arab World, online

Webinar with the European Network

of Ombudspersons for Children (ENOC)
on enacting the UN Global Study

on Children Deprived of Liberty, online

Webinar with Yetnebersh Nigussie
on Children with Disabilities - Global Campus
Alumni and Right Livelihood, online

GC International Conference on Climate
Change and Children: Impact, Rights and
Participation - GC Caucasus, Yerevan/hybrid

Course on Judicial Enforcement of Socio-
Economic Rights - GC Africa, online

Global Classroom on the COVID-19
Pandemic and Economic and Social Rights -
GC South East Europe, online

Children s rights seminar on strategic
litigation and presentation of the UN Global
Study on Children Deprived of Liberty, Bilbao
(Spain) - University of Deusto, in presence

Webinar Re ections on Afro-descendants

in the Americas - GC Latin America and
Caribbean, online

Workshop on Democratisation

and Human Rights for students from Belarus,
Venice/hybrid

1%t Conference on the Global State

of Human Rights, Venice/Brussels/hybrid
International virtual conference on Emerging
Research in Politics, Development

and Human Rights - GC Asia-Paci c, online
4 Global Campus Conversation

on Possible Futures for Venice, online

16 edition of the Summer School in Cinema,
Human Rights and Advocacy, Venice/hybrid

EMA Graduation and GC Governing Bodies
meetings, Venice, in presence

EU Fundamental Rights Forum,
Vienna/hybrid

Aurora Prize for Awakening Humanity,
Venice, in presence

World Congress on Justice with Children,
online

Lucy Smith Memorial Lecture on the UN
Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty,
Oslo, in presence

Inter-Ministerial Committee for Human
Rights of the Italian Senate (CIDU) meeting
on Business & Human Rights with
participation of GC President V@ronica

G mez, Rome/hybrid

The year in review

Graduation Ceremony and Celebration
of Human Rights Day, Dili (Timor-Leste),
in presence

Right Livelihood Award presentation,
Stockholm, in presence
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“1am in prison - this will be a long story.
But | was a man who was free, is free and will be free.”

Filmmaking to activism

The Ukrainian filmmaker Oleh Sentsov,
arrested and sentenced to 20 years in prison
on charges of terrorism and winner of the 2018
Sakharov Prize, joined a debate organised

in September 2021 during our 16" Summer
School on Cinema, Human Rights and
Advocacy.

The film director shared with our students his
experience about show trials and propaganda.
Sentsov reminded us how freedom of speech
in Russia is severely undermined and

how reporting any minor criticism to the
government is punished with imprisonment

Watch our interview with Oleh Sentsov:

as was his protest about the illegal annexation
of Crimea. For Sentsov, freedom lies within
each human being: his sense of inner freedom,
together with writing plays and planning
films, saved his mind during his five years
imprisonment, which also included an over
100-days hunger strike. The Global Campus
joined the global filmmaking community

and international organisations in calling for
his release through a press conference at the
76™ Venice Film Festival and screening of the
documentary The Trial: The State of Russia

vs Oleg Sentsov at the 2019 Summer School

on Cinema, Human Rights and Advocacy.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G2r5uS571QA




“Human rights education
IS much more than a lesson
In school or atheme for a day;
It IS a process to equip people
with the tools they need to live
lives of security and dignity.”

Kofi Annan



People

Regional Network

Frans Viljoen

Ashwanee Budoo-Scholtz
Magnus Killander
Johannes Buabeng-Baidoo
Emily Laubscher

Elvis Fokala

Oluwatomiwa llori

24 Globall CampussadHiumaarRRigtsts

University of Pretoria,
South Africa — coordinator

Universit?d d Abomey-Calavi,
Benin

Universit@ Catholique
d Afrique Centrale, Cameroon

Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia
University of Ghana, Ghana
University of Nairobi, Kenya

University of Mauritius,
Mauritius

Universidade Eduardo Mondlane,
Mozambique

University of Lagos, Nigeria

Universitd Gaston Berger
de Saint Louis, Senegal

University of Venda, South Africa

University of Western Cape,
South Africa

Makerere University, Uganda



The absence of well-qualified human rights
practitioners continues to contribute to the
non-observance of key human rights in Africa.
National and international bodies are under-
resourced, and the ongoing conflicts in many
parts of the continent and the continued
non-realisation of human rights result in
massive internal and external migration.
Strengthening the promotion of human rights
would contribute to strengthening peace

and development on the overall African
continent. Within this context, graduates from
a programme such as the one offered by GC
Africa have proven to be crucially important in
helping establish basic structures to ensure
the promotion and protection of human rights

in line with international norms and standards.

Although the government is the primary
guarantor of fundamental rights and
freedoms, civil society plays an important and
complementary role in this respect. This is why
GC Africa keeps on ensuring that its graduates
end up working in non-governmental
organisations, thereby contributing to
strengthening the role of civil society in
promoting human rights and democratic
reform. By targeting specific countries when
admitting students, we expect that civil society
will be further empowered to play a stronger
role in sensitive areas, such as the protection
of human rights defenders, especially in
countries where they are most at risk. In this
regard, the 2021 student cohort undertook
on-site study visits in and around Gauteng, the
smallest but most populous province in South
Africa, to investigate different human rights
issues.

Some lecturers give timely detailed feedback, and this is great.

So many of them are happy to follow up on discussions and provide
guidance and assistance, and this is also deeply appreciated.
The proactive, regular opportunities for review are also

Commendable.” GC Africa student

’

CENTRE FOR

HUMAN RIGHTS

Global Campus Africa

@ 35 FORUM

Thanks to generous donations solicited from

donors, and, in particular, the European Union and
the Norwegian Government through its Embassy in
Pretoria, six graduates will act as interns/legal o cers
at the leading African Union institutions dealing with
human rights.
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The Centre for Human Rights edited the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of
Guide to the African human rights system: the Child and its supervisory body, the African
Celebrating 40 years since the adoption of the ~ Committee of Experts on the Rights and
African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights  Welfare of the Child. The Guide aims to both
1981 - 2021. The Guide provides an overview chart the most salient historical developments
of developments related to the African Charter  and provide an accessible introduction to

on Human and Peoples Rights, its supervisory the African human rights system and is

body, the African Commission on Human continuously revised.

and Peoples Rights, the African Court on

Human and Peoples Rights, as well as the

1. Guide to the African 2.0n 10 December 2021, International Human
GUNDE TO THE human rights system: Rights Day, the Centre for Human Rights celebrated
Afioan Celebrating 40 years the achievements of its graduating students during

fmman rights systom since the adoption of a private event at the Future Africa Campus of the
the African Charter on University of Pretoria. This year, the o  cial graduation
Human and Peoples took place virtually and was complemented by the
Rights 1981 - 2021. Centre s informal ceremony. During the latter, a
Edited by the Centre for video message from Professor Elsabe Schoeman,
Human Rights, Faculty the Dean of the Faculty of Law, was played: We want
of Law, University of you to have a decisive impact on your community
Pretoria, 2021. as you work towards the strengthening of human
Free PDF available. rights institutions across the continent and the world.

The pandemic has yet again put in stark relief the
important role of human rights in a world torn apart
by inequality and injustice. | know that you will make a
real di erence and contribute to a better world for all.

Colabenting 80 yoars tince the sdoption of the:
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Countries of origin of graduates
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GC Africain numbers

Member universities

2021 Graduates

48 partner organisations

77.8% satisfaction rate

Publications Campaigns
in the African Human Rights #StopCameroonViolations
Law Journal # AfricanMigrantsMatter
#ReviveSADCTribunal
Professional courses Field trip

open to external audience

to Gauteng, South Africa

Global Campus Africa
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The Arab Master s Programme r
In Democracy and Human Rights

Global Campus
Arab World

People Regional Network

Karim Bitar Saint Joseph University, Birzeit University, Palestine

Jihad Nammour Lebanon — coordinator

Mayada Abdallah University of Southern Denmark,
Rania Salem University of Carthage, Tunisia Denmark

Louise Lagarde

Ahmed Lotf International University of Rabat, Danish Institute for Human Rights,
Zahraa Gharib Morocco Denmark

Saint Joseph University

With the participation of academics from:

Cairo University, Egypt
University of Jordan, Jordan

Globall Camyussad fHHumaarRRigtsts

















































































































































