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The vision of the Global Campus of Human Rights

IS to foster new generations of human rights defenders
able to contribute to a world in which human dignity,
equality, freedom, human security, sustainable
development, democracy, the rule of law and respect
for all human rights are realised.

In 2021, we felt the urgency to implement our vision
in a more vigorous way and step up our social responsibility
through brand new programmes. Discover more in the next pages.

The Global Campus and the SDGs
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Welcome

Veronica Gomez — President

The Global Campus of Human Rights presents
its 2021 Annual Report recording the main
outcomes of 12 months of active collaboration
in capacity building and promotion of human
rights and democracy. During this challenging
period, our regional hubs in Venice, Sarajevo,
Pretoria, Bangkok, Yerevan, Buenos Aires and
Beirut; our special project in East Timor; and
our partner universities and stakeholders all
over the world continued to deliver education
with regional and interdisciplinary approaches,
experiential learning, cross-cultural exchanges
and networking opportunities. The Report
provides insights on the achievements of

the Global Campus hallmark seven regional
Master s programmes, their common activities
and research outlets, and the continuation

of their efforts to build capacity and raise
awareness on human rights and democracy
around the world. The Report also highlights
the three innovative and very successful
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open access MOOCs offered during 2021,
the specialised training courses with a focus
on human rights defenders; the unique
endeavours to foster the relationship between
human rights and the arts; and the various
activities devoted to the promotion children s
rights through education and research,
including child-led activities in several regions
of the world.

These outcomes were possible thanks to the
financial support of the European Union, Right
Livelihood, and other donors, as well as the
co-funding and unwavering commitment of
our partner universities and the dedication
shown by our staff at headquarters in Venice
and at our regional hubs.

As President of the Global Campus, it is an
honour for me to share this Annual Report with
our readers.

In November 2021,

Ver nicaG mezwas
appointed as a judge of
the Inter-American Court
of Human Rights for the
period 2022-2027.

The Court, based in
CostaRica, is one of the
three regional courts for
the protection of human
rights, together with

the European Court of
Human Rights and the
African Court of Human
and Peoples Rights.
Ver nica will continue to
exercise her functions as
GC President. We wish
her a lot of success in
this new endeavour!



Foreword

Manfred Nowak — Secretary General

The Global Campus is the world s largest
network of universities specialised in human
rights education. We aim to provide young
people with the necessary knowledge and
skills to become human rights professionals
and with the attitude to internalise and
respect the values of human rights in their
daily lives towards other human beings and
society at large. Universities, as the main
institutions of higher learning, not only have

a responsibility for preparing young people
for their professional lives, but they also

have a social responsibility towards society,
above all in times of crisis. This is particularly
true for universities specialised in human
rights. As members of the Global Campus

of Human Rights, our universities recognise
their responsibility to provide a safe space

for human rights defenders at risk and, in
particular, for students and scholars, who

are persecuted in their own countries for
standing up for the values of human rights,
democracy and the rule of law. Thanks to our
partnership with the European Parliament, we
have a close relationship with the Sakharov
Laureates and young Sakharov Fellows, whom
we have involved for many years in our Venice
School on Human Rights Defenders. We make
them and other participants familiar with the
mechanisms for the protection of human rights
and democracy, which the EU, the Council

of Europe, the United Nations and other
organisations offer them in their day-to-day
struggles for a better life in their own countries.

Thanks to our partnership with Right
Livelihood, a foundation which for more than
40 years has awarded the Alternative Nobel
Peace Prize to grassroots activists fighting for
the environment, sustainability and human
rights, we cooperate closely with and provide

more visibility to Right Livelihood Laureates
as role models for our future human rights
defenders. At the core of our partnership
with Right Livelihood are children and young
people, and we mainstream children s rights
into all our global activities, assisting in the
empowerment of children as future change-
makers.

The year 2021 marks a turning pointin the
history of the Global Campus, driven by
dramatic developments on our globe.

On the initiative of the European Parliament,
we organised a special training course

in July for students from Belarus who were
expelled from their universities because

they had demonstrated with thousands of
others against the election fraud and brutal
repression in this European dictatorship.

Our colleagues and students of the Arab
Master developed a web series in honour

of Lokman Slim, a Lebanese intellectual and
anti-Hezbollah activist who had promoted

a culture of remembrance, and was killed in
early February 2021. The students at the Asia-
Pacific Master launched a Facebook campaign
to call attention to the arbitrary arrest and
disappearance in March 2021 of their fellow
student Saw Lin Htet, who had joined

a public protest against the military junta

in Myanmar while conducting field research

in his home country. After the Taliban takeover
in Afghanistan in August, the Global Campus,
together with many close allies, assisted in the
evacuation of many Afghan intellectuals under
threat and started, with generous financial
support from the European Commission,
Right Livelihood and other private foundations,
a programme of providing a safe space

for Afghan scholars and students at member
universities in our global network.
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| am grateful to our donors and our universities
for their spontaneous support and hope that
our scholars and students at risk initiative

will develop into a regular programme of the
Global Campus beyond Afghanistan.

The active participation of children in all
matters that directly concern them is one

of the most important principles of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The
Global Campus, therefore, developed many
projects on children s rights and concerns
with the active participation and involvement
of children around the globe: during the
preparation and implementation of the UN
Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty;
during the Global Campus International
Conference on Climate Change and Child
Participation, organised in May 2021 by our
friends of the Caucasus Master in Yerevan;
and, most recently, during the preparation

of our International Conference held at the
Kathmandu School of Law in February 2022.
This is the first fully child-led conference of

the Global Campus. In many national, regional
and global consultations, children between
the ages of 12 and 18 from all regions of the
Global Campus discussed various topics and
finally decided that Mental Health of Children
is the main theme to be addressed at the
conference. This reflects, on the one hand,
the mental stress caused by the COVID-19
pandemic for children all over the world, and
on the other hand, the uncertainty of growing
up in a world threatened by the global climate
and environmental crisis, armed conflicts,
gross and systematic human rights violations
and a weakness of national, regional and
international governance structures. In Fridays
for Future strikes and similar global activities,
children teach us that they are experts in their
own rights, that they are highly concerned
about the future of our planet and the current
state of world politics, and that they are willing
to take responsibility as change-makers
towards a better future. The Global Campus
stands ready to support them in their global
movement-building activities.
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Students of the 2021
Summer School in
Cinema, Human Rights
and Advocacy, Venice.


















































































































































































































