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Abstract

Cases of indigenous women being trafficked forghgose of sexual exploitation are
reported all over the world. Although evidence witthe existing literature suggests a
link between ethnicity and susceptibility to hunteatficking, there is a lack of research
on this correlation. By presenting the differergteyns of oppression of indigenous
women, this paper explores the impact of the remtasion of indigenous women as
“others” on their actual vulnerability to trafficlg. It addresses the specific root causes
deriving from this concept, such as contemporaptieism, cultural practices, and
processes of dispossession. The methods of tléandsare qualitative, as information
has been mainly by secondary data, such as bookbsiped articles, and reports from
non-governmental organisations. This research atmsing awareness on this issue in

order to achieve a better prevention of traffickoigndigenous women.
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Introduction

The lack of data is the main obstacle when doisgasch on human trafficking, the
improvements of the last years being unsatisfaétBgcause of its hidden nature,
collecting precise data on how many people arédkad, what are their characteristics,
origin, and knowing exactly the scope of the isisuextremely complex. A number of
non-governmental organisations' (NGOSs) reportsaaadiemic research provide insight
both of the possible scope of the problem andefdbk of awareness on the issue of
trafficking of indigenous women for sexual expltiba. In countries such as Canada,
Colombia, Guatemala, Guyana, India, Lao PDR, Mexitpal, Taiwan, or the United
States, to name only a few, indigenous women dresvable to being trafficked for
sexual exploitation and for other purposes dudeariteraction of a complex number of
factors.

1. Presentation of the research question

As preventing human trafficking is highly compfegrevention mechanisms have to
address the root causes of vulnerability in orddre efficient. For that purpose, a
comprehensive understanding of the context in wirafficking happens is essential.
However,indigenous women have for long been forgotten anttafficking literatureA
report issued in May 2013 by UN women about viogeagainst indigenous women and
girls addresses the state of research in that area:

The review finds limited references to indigenoutsgnd

women in the expanding research on the variousrsioas of

economic exploitation, sexual abuse and sexuabégfibn

which are issues of concern in the three regiorisdd, Asia

Pacific, and Latin America]. Within the broad ar@fyiterature,

the study finds that disaggregation by both sexedinalicity are

1 Laczko, 2002.
2 UN Office on Drugs and Crimes (UNODC), 2008.



rare and references to indigenous girls and womemade to
sectors which engage young people in bonded labmggd
labour, domestic labour, human trafficking in whttley are
also at risk of being softl.

Indigenous women are one of the groups that haseswed little attention in the
trafficking literature. They kind dfall into the vacuum of the research on human
trafficking, as trafficking of indigenous women hgsecific characteristics that exactly
correspond to areas in which the literature oritdahg is still obscure and not enough
explored. The first instruments dealing with huntrafficking, suchas the Suppression
of the Traffic in Women and Children (192ahd Suppression of the Traffic in Women
of Full Age (1933) conceived it only in terms of the crossing of inetional borders,
internal trafficking issues being then excludedifrthe scope of the agreemehibthe
Palermo Protocol has suppressed this element s$iag of international borders from
the human trafficking definition, internal trafficlg remains one of the major gaps in
the literature on this issuéret, trafficking of indigenous women often occurs imizty,
inside the borders of the origin country. Furtheredhere is a lack of research on the
impact of racial discrimination on the susceptipibf women and girls to become
victims of trafficking? However, when attention is paid to women thataost at risk
of being trafficked, the link becomes obvidusue to the number of cases reported and
the diversity of situations in which it occurs, tpgestion asked in this thesisnbat are
the specific root causes that render indigenousevoaspecially vulnerable to

trafficking for sexual exploitation.

3 UN Women, 2013, p. 31.

4 International Convention for the Suppression afffic in Women and Children (adopted 30
September 1921, entered into force 15 June 192PN\6BS 13.

International Convention for the Suppression @fffic in Women of Full Age (adopted 11 October
1933, entered into force 24 August 1934 ) 53 UNBS 1

Gallaghe, 2010, p. 13.

International Organization for Migration (IOM), @9, p. 13.

Box, p.28.

United Nations Department of Public Informatid2Q01, p.2.
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2. Importance of the topic

TheProtocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish TraffickirPersons, especially Women
and Children, commonly referred as the Traffickitrgtocol or Palermo Protocol,
requires States Parties to take positive stepddreas the underlying causes of
trafficking and the adverse social and economidiams that could contribute to the
vulnerability to trafficking® Such as the Convention against Transnational Qredn
Crime* the Trafficking Protocol also encourages to cregesific prevention models
for groups and individuals that may be at high gékeing trafficked? The United
Nations (UN) Guideline No.7 on Human Rights and Huarirafficking recommends
States to take into consideration factors suchri@aguality, poverty and all forms of

discrimination and prejudice?

Without a good knowledge of the root causes ofitkihg, prevention models
are ineffective. A multitude of structural factagerate to shape the context in which
trafficking takes place and the capacity of theviithlial to respond to #! Therefore, a
specific analysis of each situation in which ti@fng occurs is necessary to have a
comprehensive understanding of vulnerabffitthe UN Background Paper “An
Introduction to Human Trafficking: Vulnerabilityripact and Action” tsesses that
successfully assisting vulnerable populations tspagsible without knowing precisely

what makes them vulnerable to violence, abuse apiditation’® What constitutes

10 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Traffick Persons, especially Women and Children,
supplementing the United Nations Convention agdirstsnational Organized Crime (adopted 15
November 2000, entered into force 25 December 2@@B)LM 335 (Trafficking Protocol or
Palermo Protocol) art 9 (4).

11 Convention against Transnational Organized C(amepted 15 November 2000, entered into force
29 September 2003) 40 ILM 335 (Organized Crime @oitien) art 4.

12 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Traffick Persons, especially Women and Children,
supplementing the United Nations Convention agdirsbsnational Organized Crime (adopted 15
November 2000, entered into force 25 December 2@@B)LM 335 (Trafficking Protocol or
Palermo Protocol) art 9 (2).

Convention against Transnational Organized Crirdegted 15 November 2000, entered into force
29 September 2003) 40 ILM 335 (Organized Crime @oition) art 31 (5).

13 ECOSOC, 2002, p.11.

14 Cameron & Newman, 2008, p. 1.

15 UNODC, 2008 (a), p. 68, 71.

16 Ibidem 8.



vulnerability to trafficking has to be at the canté prevention models, addressing its
real root causes, according to the populationgisp@eeds and the contexts in which
trafficking occurs'’ It has to be the first step in order to correeigess the risks and
effectively reduce them. However, the conceptuwhgrability seems to be the missing
link in current policies and practic€dduman trafficking prevention models do not take
enough into account the relationships between kacidural, economic and political

situation and the vulnerability of certain poputat or group$’

This thesis is aiming at presenting an overviewheftrafficking of indigenous
women worldwide and at creating a comprehensivadraork in order to tackle the
root causes of their vulnerability. If the speciiginerability of indigenous women is
not studied and taken into account, preventiorcgdiwill not be efficient and will not
tackle the issue successfully. An in depth studsoot causes of indigenous women is
therefore required in order to create preventi@g@mmes in function of the needs,

and recognise indigenous women as a specific gaoupk.

3. Literature review

Cases of indigenous women and girls being traffidoe sexual exploitation have been
reported mainly in the Americas but also in Asianmtries such as Burma, China,
India, Malaysia, Nepal, Taiwan, and Thailafd.

In the Americas, the issue of trafficking of indngelis women for sexual
exploitation has been highlighted by different aadtts and NGOs. While every year
about 3,000 women from Chiapas are trafficked txibteCity, indigenous people were
pointed out to be amongst the vulnerable grouplsuman trafficking in the country,
as a result of poverty, lack of employment oppdties and of the agrarian confli¢tin

Guyana, indigenous women have also been reportedrasularly vulnerable to human

17 UNODC, 2008 (a), p. 7.

18 Ibidem.

19 United Nations Department of Public Informati®2Q01, p.2.
20 Tiwari, 2004, p. 110

21 United States Department of State, 2011(a).

22 Acharya & Barragan Codina, 2012, pp. 63-69.



trafficking due to discriminatory institutional adltural factors?® In Canada, studies
conclude that the majority of people traffickedhiritthe country are Aboriginal women
and children victims of sex trafficking, as a résflpoverty and racisrf.Native
women in the United States are also reported agleghly represented among the
trafficking victims?®

Similar patterns can also be found in Asia. Acaogdio the International Fund
for Agricultural Development (IFAD), “the majorityf females trafficked across state
borders in south-east Asia are from indigenous conities.”®® A study on adolescent
prostitution in Taiwan shows that even if the iretigus population of Taiwan
comprises less than 2% of the population, theyesst 70% of the Taiwanese
trafficking for sexual exploitatioff.In Nepal, indigenous women and girls are also
disproportionately involved in human traffickingpresenting 47 % of the victims of
trafficking for sexual exploitatioff. In another study, indigenous people of Nepal
represented almost 80 % of the people trafficRéwl.India, thedevadassystem, which
“dedicates” girls to a life of sex work in the nawfereligion, is only targeting girls
from poor and marginalized communities, as 93%efrt are coming from scheduled
castes and 7% from scheduled triffds. Thailand, hill tribes are pointed as one of the
most vulnerable groups to internal traffickiftgnamely Kachin women along the
China-Burma borde¥. Meanwhile, women and girls from tribes in Lao PBiR also

severely affected by the issue of traffickifig.

23 Mantini, 2008, pp. 341-348.

24 Sethi, 2007, pp. 57-71; Farley, Lynne & Cottod02, pp. 242-271, Farley, 2010, pp. 1252-1269.

25 Valencia-Weber & Christine P. Zuni, 1995, p. B@gr, 2010, in which Sarah Deer addresses the
colonial past of the United States to explain #ve tsafficking of Native women.

26 Rural Poverty Portal.

27 Hwang & Bedford, 2003, p. 201.

28 Bansh Jha, 2004, p. 14.

29 Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination#igst Women (CEDAW), 2011, p. 9.

30 Minority Rights Group International, 2011, p. 4.

31 U.S. Department of State, 2011 (b).

32 Kachin Women's Association Thailand, 2005.

33 Ministry Of Labour And Social Welfare Lao Peopl®emocratic Republic, 2005.



3. Problems and hypothesis

Addressing the root causes of trafficking of inadiges women cannot be done without
an historical perspective and without knowledgeastcolonial studieS he history of
indigenous worldwide and their actual condition elesely linked with history and

with the impact of colonisation. Indigenous womea articularly at risk of being
exploited* and the violence and discrimination they are fgcindependently on the
region where they are located, has to be consideriict place” Policies and
programmes that intent to prevent trafficking afterineffective for indigenous
women, as they do not take into account their @algr situation and specific needs.
While studies on human trafficking and on indigen@women are often focused on one
approach, there is a necessity of using diverseptilses, such as gender or
postcolonial studies, in order to have a pictureasplete as possible. The scope of this
issue being overlooked, this thesis is aiming dtlmg a comprehensive framework in
order to improve the prevention models of traffickiand at filling certain gaps of the
existing literature on trafficking, bringing togethvarious types of knowledge and
disciplines.

This thesis aims to argue that what renders indigenvomen vulnerable to
trafficking for sexual exploitation is the long-sthng patterns of discrimination they
are facing all over the world. It will state thhetperception of indigenous women as
“others” and the consequences that are deriving ftes the main source of their
vulnerability. Despite the fact that the situation of indigenousnen has to be analysed
on a case-by-case basis, discrimination against @ be found worldwide armleate
structural root causes to trafficking which aremgpio be analysed.

The thesis does not aim to give an overview ofrelroot causes that render
indigenous women vulnerable to trafficking for salkexploitation. For instance, it is

true that poverty of indigenous women is of patiaceoncern and influences directly

34 Poulin, 2003.

35 International Indigenous Women's forum (FIMI/IIJYROO06.

36 United Nations Office of the Special Adviser oar@er Issues and Advancement of Women & United
Nations Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on émtigs Issues, p. 1.



their susceptibility of being trafficked. Every easf trafficking of indigenous women
that will be analysed is linked with poverty, lowcass to education and health care, and
lack of employment opportunities. Indeed, arouredviorld, despite the differences of
cultures and settings, indigenous peoples areynalvhys disadvantaged in
comparison to non-indigenous citizeéhalthough not all indigenous people are poor,
being indigenous is often related to have a higis&rof falling into poverty. A study of
the World Bank demonstrated that indigenous peapeamongst the poorest
populations and are therefore disadvantaged iareiit fields® Psacharopoulos and
Patrinos are even talking about a ‘cost’ of beimdjgenous?® A study of Martinez Cobo
on discrimination against indigenous people stétatl“indigenous peoples were at the
bottom of the socio-economic scafé’For instance, in India, poverty among tribes is of
46 % against 27% for the rest of the populationjenrn Mexico, 81% of indigenous
people have incomes that are below the povertylieAsia, it is reported that
indigenous people suffer from low economic situatimd poor health conditions, being
often affected by diseases such as Malaria anchdoigh rates of infant mortalify.
Poverty is a root cause that concerns every pdadiomg into the trafficking
business. However, poverty cannot be considerdaeasnly “push factor” of
trafficking, as not all poor people are equallynarable to being traffickei.If poverty
among indigenous people is clearly a risk factdraéiicking, it is often the expression
of a deeper problem, a result of a combinationigdrdninatory policies, of
dispossession of lands, and of displacement. Itdwts in colonial domination, being a
“symptom of colonial loss” of traditional indigen®institutions’* The concept of

poverty therefore helps to bring attention on patef discrimination:

Once a pattern is recognized, it is possible tdyarat: to

follow it back to source, to understand why thatgra exists. If

37 Eversole & McNeish & Cimadamore, 2005, p. 2.
38 World Bank, 1994, p. 12.

39 Ibidem.

40 Eversole & McNeish & Cimadamore, 2005, p. 3.
41 Hanemann, 2004, p. 5.

42 Ibidem 6.

43 Moyle, 2002.

44 Eversole & McNeish & Cimadamore, 2005, p. 64.




there is observable disadvantage for a group gblpethere are
sure to be reasons behind it. Unearthing the resason
discovering what creates a situation of disadvanta a solid
first step towards understanding what can be domeduce or

eliminate poverty®

The perception of indigenous women as “othershésreal source of their
vulnerability to trafficking.The concept of “otherness” gives a useful theoaétmol to
analyse those processes of inferiorisation. Dew&lapainly through post-colonial
studies, it has served to analyse the behaviotlreofolonisers towards the colonised.
The Other is referred to what is other to the Selfyhat is different from the initial
subject’® “Other” is a concept that “allows humanity to beided into groups™’
Jonathan Todres has presented the relationshigbetotherness and the vulnerability
of certain groups to be traffickééiThe psychological process of otherness dehumanises
the Other, facilitating its abuse and exploitatibBecause the Other is seen as inferior,
sometimes as an object not worth of considerati@ndistance between the trafficker
and the subject is easier to buildndigenous women, being “others” because of their
ethnicity and because of their gender, are thezefonerable to trafficking for sexual
exploitation and for other purposes.

Trafficking for sexual exploitation is a politicesue, based on discrimination
against wome#f. Being often called the “dark side of globalisatiahis a form of
violence against women, nowadays closely linketh wie development of international
capitalism?? It involves a range of diverse issues such asananexploitation, sexual

oppression, international and internal migrati@eism and poverty. Otherness and

45 Eversole & McNeish & Cimadamore, 2005, p. 1.

46 Said, 1978.

47 Staszak, 2009, p. 85.

48 Todres, 2009, p. 607.

49 Ibidem.

50 Ibidem.

51 Bary, 1996, p. 11.

52 Njoh & Ayuk-Etang, 2012, p. 35. Article 14 of tBeijing Declaration of Indigenous women states
that “the violence and sexual trafficking of Indigeis women and the increasing numbers of
Indigenous women becoming labor exports, has bggrasated by the perpetuation of an economic
growth development model which is export-orieniethort-dependent, and mired in foreign debt”.

8



racial discrimination can create a demand in tiggoreor country of destination which
contributes to trafficking in women and giffA study of the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) has shown that discriminatiosdzhon ethnic origin is also one
major determinant of trafficking of human beirtg&acial discrimination can on the
one hand create a situation of vulnerability andhenother hand drive the demand,
having an impact on the treatment in countriesestidatiorr® As indigenous women
are reported as being targets of traffickers, inigortant to address the issue of the
interaction between racial and gender discrimimasie a risk factor of human
trafficking.

5. Methods and limits of the research

The lack of data has been the main obstacle ofélsesarch, or has at least shaped his
content and structure. The problem of traffickirignaligenous people goes far beyond
the scope of this thesis. Indigenous women arédkafl for more purposes than sexual
exploitation, and indigenous men are certainly alsbms of this crime. Because of the
lack of research on the scope of trafficking ofigethous people for other forms of
exploitation, it could unfortunately not be expedde those aspects. Although
originally confined to the Americas, the study veapanded to cover different
continents when the scope of the issue was realikaglever, much more research is
needed on this topic.

The methods used for this research are qualitdtite:mation has been
collected through primary and secondary data, asdooks, published articles, and
NGO reports. Primary data has been obtained throughviews, e-mails, but also
through the information collected during conferenoa human trafficking. The thesis
does not reflect the current situation of traffrakiof indigenous worldwide, but aims at
giving a first step in this direction and at builgdia comprehensive approach on the

topic.

53 United Nations Department of Public Informaticd2Q01, p.2.
54 International Labour Organization (ILO), 20052p.
55 United Nations Department of Public Informatid?Q01, p. 2.



6. Thesis overview

The first part of the thesis is aimed at buildihg tonceptual framework. While the first
chapter will briefly define the different concepised in this thesis, the second chapter
will concentrate on the concept of otherness oigeidous women. The second part will
then present the different root causes of traffigkdf indigenous women, each one
deriving from the perception of indigenous as “o$feThe third chapter will address
the impact of exoticism of indigenous women andHhis¢éorical legacy of sexual
exploitation on the demand side of trafficking iar@da, Nepal, United States, and
Taiwan. The fourth chapter will present the inflaerof cultural practices on trafficking
for sexual exploitation of indigenous girls throutje cases of Nepal and India. The
fifth chapter will then focus on the relationshigtlveen discriminatory policies such as
displacement and lack of citizenship of indigenpesple and their vulnerability to
human trafficking through the examples of BurmagIPDR, Mexico, and Thailand.

The last section of this thesis presents the manclasions of the research.

10



Part I: Conceptual framework

11



Chapter 1:

Definition of concepts

1.1. Trafficking for sexual exploitation

Modern democracies stated abolishing the tradititoven of slavery two centuries
ago: This was the beginning of a new path on the waggtaality and the rejection of
this system of oppression. However, slavery hagended with its abolishmehtlt has
only taken another form, has adapted, but hasiobrtaot disappeared. Its modern
form has different names, such as trafficking, séexploitation, forced labor, debt
bondage. While forced labour and debt bondage eamrisult of trafficking,
trafficking in itself has a particular dimensiohdescribes the crime of bringing
someone into exploitation. Far from being anecdaialestimated 800 000 people are
trafficked across international borders every yeardwide?

The forms that human trafficking can take are wasioprostitution, sexual
exploitation, forced labour, slavery, servituded amoval of organs. Trafficking for
sexual exploitation has dominated the debatesgbaore visible than domestic
servitude or trafficking of orgarfdt is unfortunately a high-profit and low-risk tfa for
traffickers, but it destroys lives of millions ofomen and children being trapped in the
global sex industry.Indeed, human trafficking is a deeply gendereddssspecially
when it concerns sexual exploitation. Accordingh® United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC), approximately 79% of all humeafficking is carried out for the
purpose of sexual exploitatiG®mongst them, 98 per cent are women and §irls.
Although people often associate it with Easternofparor Asia, trafficking of women

and children for sexual exploitation occurs all otree world®The regulation

Carey & Kitson, 2007.
Stavenhagen, 2011.
Sun Wyler & Siski, 2010.
Batsyukova, 2007, p. 47.
Rieger, 2007, p. 232.
UNODC, 2009, p. 6.
ILO, 2009, p. 37.
Phinney, 2001, p. 1.

O~NO U WNBE
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concerning human trafficking has first developedeiation to slavery, used to refer to
the fraudulent recruitment for prostitutidithe international agreements created at the
time of the Leagues of Nations dealt with the Sapgion of the Traffic in Women and
Children (1921%and Suppression of the Traffic in Women of Full A4633)**
Trafficking was then still conceived only in termoisthe crossing of international
borders, internal trafficking being then excludédhe scope of the agreements.

Because human trafficking is incompatible with tdo@cept of dignity of human
beings, states have to take positive actions iarafight against this crime. In this
connection, article 6 of the Convention to Elimamatl Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW) requires states parties ke taeasures to suppress all forms
of traffic in women and exploitation of the prostibn of women'? Article 34 of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child containsnailsir provision'* However, human
trafficking, which is based on the systematic viola of human rights, continues with
near impunity around the world. Over the past desads a result of globalisation, this
shame business seems to have increldsed.

Until 2000, human trafficking had no definitionimternational law. The reason
of this gap was the major disagreements on diftassaes such as the main purpose of
trafficking, its limitation to sexual exploitatioand its difference with other concepts
such as smuggling and illegal migratidi\s the understanding of trafficking has
significantly evolved over the years, these debat® resolved in 2000 by the
adoption of the current main international documgphibiting trafficking : the
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish TraffickilPersons, especially Women and
Children (the Trafficking Protocol or Palermo Prit).° Article 3, paragraph (a) of the

9 Gallaghe, 2010, p.13.

10 International Convention for the Suppressionraffic in Women and Children (adopted 30
September 1921, entered into force 15 June 192PN\6BS 13.

11 International Convention for the Suppressionrafific in Women of Full Age (adopted 11 October
1933, entered into force 24 August 1934 ) 53 UNBS 1

12 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Disnination Against Women (adopted 18 December
1979, entered into force 3 December 1981) 1249 UNI 8CEDAW) art 6.

13 Convention on the Rights of the Child (adoptedN2@ember 1989, entered into force 2 September
1990), 1577 UNTS 3 (CRC) art 34.

14 Bettio & Nandi, 2010, p. 16.

15 Gallaghe, 2010, p. 25.

16 Ibidem.
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Protocol defines trafficking as :

The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbayor receipt
of persons, by means of the threat or use of foragher forms
of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deceptiohthe abuse of
power or of a position of vulnerability or of thevimg or
receiving of payments or benefits to achieve theseat of a
person having control over another person, foptimpose of
exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a nmmim, the
exploitation of the prostitution of others or otlierms of sexual
exploitation, forced labour or services, slaverypractices

similar to slavery, servitude or the removal ofang’

This definition puts in place the three constitatelements of trafficking: the
act, the means, and the purp8sehe act is designated to what is done such as the
recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouringegeipt of persons, while the means
concern the threat or use of force, coercion, afwludraud, deception, abuse of power
or vulnerability, or the fact to give payments enbfits to a person in control of the
victim.*® The purpose of trafficking is basically exploitatj such as sexual exploitation,
forced labour, slavery or similar practices andréraoval of organ¥.

Trafficking has to be distinguished from migrantuggling which is defined by
another international instrument, the Protocol agfaihe Smuggling of Migrants by
Land, Sea and Air, as:

The procurement, in order to obtain, directly atiiactly a
financial or other material benefit, of the illegadtry of a
person into a state Party of which the personisanmational or

a permanent residefit.

17 United Nations Convention against Transnationgb@ized Crime (adopted 15 November 2000,
entered into force 29 September 2003) 40 ILM 33fgé&Dized Crime Convention) art 3.

18 Gallaghe, 2010, p. 12.

19 Ibidem 29.

20 Ibidem 34.

21 Protocol Against The Smuggling Of Migrants By HaBea And Air, Supplementing The United
Nations Convention Against Transnational OrganiZeiche, (adopted 15 November 2000, entered
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Migrant smuggling differs from human trafficking ioaur major aspectd. The
first aspect is transnationality. While for smuggliof migrants, crossing of borders is a
necessary element, it is not anymore required weetalk about human trafficking.
Indeed human trafficking can also occur within oa#l borders. The second aspect is
the consent! In the context of human trafficking, victim's cens is irrelevant. Indeed
if the consent might be given for the act of bdimgught somewhere, for instance as a
way to find opportunities for employment, no-ona cansent to being enslaved or
exploited. Concerning smuggling of migrant, in maofsthe cases the crime occurs with
full consent of the migrants, even if it is oftesnditional?® The third element is
exploitation. While the crime of smuggling of migta ends when the victim arrives,
the movement in the human trafficking process lyg tire beginning of the
exploitation?® The last element is profit. In the case of smumgyglthe victim is paying
to cross the border. In the case of trafficking, pinofit is generated by the continuing
exploitation of the persofi.

Human trafficking is the process of bringing someanthis exploitation circle,
but does not stop with this action, differentiatinffom smuggling or illegal
migration? If a person is moved from a place to another with®ing brought into a
kind of exploitation, it does not constitute humeafficking. Human trafficking leads to
different kinds of exploitation and is a modermfioof slavery. However, while
somebody can be enslaved without being traffickédch means without being
brought from a place to another with a mean of @sgion, human trafficking has to
lead to a form of slavery. Slavery is the conditimhile human trafficking refers to a

process and the intended result of bringing soméetdonexploitatior??

into force 28 January 2004), 40 ILM 384 (the SniunggProtocol), art 3(a).
22 Zamora, 2013.
23 Ibidem.
24 |bidem.
25 Aronowitz, 2001, p. 165.
26 Iselin & Adams, 2003, p. 3.
27 Zamora, 2013.
28 Gallaghe, 2010, p. 18.
29 Ibidem 18, 34.
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1.2. Wulnerability to trafficking and prevention mechanisms

Despite the lack of an agreed definition, the térainerability” is commonly
employed across a range of disciplines includimgio@l justice, human security,
environmental science and hedlth.

In a Background Paper for the UN on human traffigki‘vulnerability” is used
to refer to “those inherent, environmental or catiel factors that increase the
susceptibility of an individual or group to beingfficked” 3 These different factors are
generally agreed to include human rights violatisumsh as poverty, inequality,
discrimination and gendéased violenc& Those elements are referred as “structural
factors” which describe the social, economic, aolitipal context in which trafficking
occurs®® Each of them contributes to create a situationhiich the person does not
have a freedom of choice, mainly because of sandleconomic factors. Therefore,
those conditions make them easy targets for tiadfec In addition to these structural
factors of vulnerability they are also individugksific factors’ such as gender,
membership of a minority group, and lack of ledats. For example, children have
been identified as inherently vulnerable to tradfig.*> Each of those different factors
play a role to determine the context in which tckihg happens.

Vulnerability is central to how trafficking is undgood, and to how the
discourse has developed around this issue. THekiafy Protocol contains the unique
concept of “abuse of the position of vulnerabilit§On its part, théravaux
préparatoiresstate that it has to be understood as “referrirgnipsituation in which

the person involved has no real or acceptablenatiee but to submit to the abuse

30 As the term “vulnerable” is also quite controvalrshis thesis will use it as meaning “in a vuinigle
situation” in reference to trafficking. Indeed, satering some individuals or groups, such as
indigenous women, “vulnerable” as such is probléendherefore, in this thesis, indigenous women
are not considered as a “vulnerable” group as bechuse they are women and from a particular
ethnicity, but because they find themselves inréiqudar situation of vulnerability to trafficking.

31 UNODC, 2013, p. 13.

32 United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), 2010.

33 Cameron & Newman, 2008, p. 1.

34 International Labour Office & European Commissiad09.

35 UNODC, 2013, p. 13.

36 Gallaghe, 2010, p. 32.
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involved” *” which includes “financial, psychological, and sdeituation, as well as
linguistic, physical and social isolatiof’The interaction between those factors will
create the situation of vulnerability and will ezl why and where the trafficking
process happens. It is therefore essential to asldne issue both at countries of origin
and destinatio® Structural factors can be various, such as ecanmucial,
ideological, or geopoliticaf It is argued that trafficking in women, especidtly
sexual exploitation, is a result of gender andaladiscrimination:

In addition to sexism, an analysis of the forcedaulying

trafficking reveals that the racism prevalent igisty is also a

contributing factof!

The Working Group on Indigenous Populations anddifierent Special
Rapporteurs on the situation of the human rightsfandamental freedoms of
indigenous people have pointed out several timestinerable situation of indigenous
people, namely due to the loss of control of theids? However, their vulnerability to

trafficking is still an overlooked issue.

1. 3. Who are the “indigenous people™?

“The question of who is indigenous is best answengdindigenous communities
themselves* This statement is the illustration of the prineiglf self-determination of
indigenous adopted by the international commufi\ccording to the UN Permanent

Forum on Indigenous Issues, there would more théh illion indigenous people

37 UNODC, 2006.

38 Gallaghe, 2010, p. 33.

39 Cameron & Newman, 2008, p. 2.

40 Ibidem 3.

41 Ibidem 2.

42 UNHRC, 2010, pp.11-13.

43 The vocabulary concerning indigenous people nbghtonfusing. The terms “indigenous peoples,”
“indigenous ethnic minorities,” and “tribal groupafe used in various regions to define social gsoup
that share similar characteristics, namely a s@cidlcultural identity that is distinct from domiria
groups in society. The vocabulary mainly differsnfra region to another. For instance, the term
“indigenous people” or “tribes” are more used iruBBEast Asia, while in North America, Australia
or New Zealand, they refer more to “native”, “algimal” or “First Nations”. In this thesis, we will
each time use the term referred in accordancethithegion.

44 Corntassel, 2003, p. 75.

45 United Nations Secretariat of the Permanent Famrindigenous Issues (UNPFII), 2006, p. 1.
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across the worléf. Being descendants of the original habitants oir ting territory,
there are spread in 70 different countries and 8iriation, traditions and culture differ
from one group to anoth&rHowever, they share common distinct charactesidtiom
the majority of the society in which they are fowsmitd a common history of conquest,
colonisation, oppression and settlenfént.

There have been numerous debates around the mefioft“indigenous people”,
including during the preparation of the Draft Deatéon on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples? During these years of discussions, representati’gsligenous organisations
rejected the idea of a formal definition agreed3tgtes® In 1977, the World Council
on Indigenous People (WCIP) made clear that “ontligenous peoples could define
indigenous peoples” through the adoption of a résmi>! During the process of the
adoption of the Draft Declaration on the Rightslmdigenous Peoples in 19¥7the
adoption of a definition was considered not neagssad, on the contrary, reducing the
rights of people considering themselves indigenmube named as such if a formal
definition was adoptet}.

This unclear status has brought several -critiquespecially from the
governement®. If letting groups proclaimed themselves indigeneumild allow not
excluding any indigenous groups from the protectioey need, it would also permit
some other groups to declare themselves indigemoasler to benefit from the rights

given in the Universal Declaration on Indigenousofte and in the ILO Treaty

46 UNPFII, 2006, p. 1.

47 lbidem.

48 lbidem.

49 lbidem.

50 Ibidem 2-3.

51 Corntassel, 2003, p. 75.

52 Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenousites (adopted in1994), UN Doc.
E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/56.

53 UNPFII, 2004, pp. 2-3. Article 8 of the Draft @aration states that “indigenous peoples have a
collective and individual right to maintain and éép their distinct identities and characteristics,
including the right to identify themselves as irgligus and to be recognized as such.” Article 1 of
ILO Convention No. 169 also states that “self-idfgg@tion as indigenous or tribal shall be regarded
as a fundamental criterion for determining the goto which the provisions of this Convention
apply.”

54 Corntassel, 2003, p. 76.
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N0.169%° This debate has become more and more importarindigenous have
acquired a distinct legal standing in internatidaal>®

However, if no definition has been acknowledge,fedént criteria allow
differentiating indigenous people from other graupsch as their relationship to the
land, a common spiritual bond and a specific lagguased inside of the community.
Factors such as persistence over time, a sensdiddrdy based on the territory, and
ceremonial circles also allow identifying them a®iaique social group®™ The UN has

identified a range of specific characteristics sash

Self- identification as indigenous peoples at tiwviidual level
and accepted by the community as their membericst
continuity with pre-colonial and/or pre-settler gi@s; strong
link to territories and surrounding natural res@sralistinct
social, economic or political systems; distinctgaage, culture
and beliefs, form non-dominant groups of societgpive to
maintain and reproduce their ancestral environmamds

systems as distinctive peoples and commurities.

Therefore, if self-identification is the key of thelonging to an indigenous

community, those criteria help to distinguish iretigus people from other groufis.

55 Corntassel, 2003, p. 76.

56 Ibidem.

57 Ibidem 91.

58 Ibidem 91.

59 UNPFII, 2006, p. 1.

60 Eversole & McNeish & Cimadamore, 2005, p. 5.
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Chapter 2:

Indigenous women and otherness

As recognised by the United Nations’ Secretary-@ara the World Conference
against Racism, Xenophobia and Intolerance, indigenvomen face multiple forms of
discrimination because of the “nexus between gemdee, colour or ethnicity and other
axes of subordination”They are the most vulnerable among indigenouslpgop
because they face double discrimination, on theslmdgheir gender for being women
and on the basis of ethnicity for being indigenbAs.the Secretary-General explained:

Gender-based discrimination intersects with disgrations

based on other forms of ‘otherness’, such as etbejcity,

religion and economic status, thus forcing the migjof the

world’s women into situations of double or triple

marginalisation... Because discrimination basedtbnicity,

race, religion, etc. is imbedded in State and $atiactures,

such discrimination decreases the rights and ressealiailable

to women and increases women'’s vulnerability tderioe and

abusé’

Several human rights bodies have also pointedheubécessity to ensure that
gender based and ethnically-based discriminatiertansidered togethétt is also
important to point out that if racial discriminatiaffects both men and women, it
impacts primarily on women and to a different déejindeed as women from ethnic
or religious minority face cumulative discriminatiat has a specific impact on them
and needs a particular attention. This particyldréts also been highlighted by Rashida
Majoo, the Special Rapporteur on Violence againsiré@h, its Causes and
Consequences, who has advocated for a holistioapprto violence against women

UNGA, 2001, p. 4.

Roy, Chandra K., 2004.

UNGA, 2001, p. 3.

Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), 2012, p.

Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimiioat (CERD), 2000.
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and various forms of discriminatién.

The concept of Otherness is particularly relevardrder to understand the
relationship between discrimination and traffickimfigndigenous women. It developed
in various disciplines, such as psychology, saxances, to explain the process of
differentiating the “Self’ as opposed to the “Othéihe term has been used in
postcolonial studies to explain the attitude of¢bonisers towards the colonised.
Theorists such as Edward Said have demonstratedfér@risation of the colonised by
the West The concept of the “otherness” has been a magmgoupation of Western
thought and postcolonial theory has primarily skadcat deconstructing this process. It
is also interesting to notice that this conceptiésdse have shifted. From a figure of
the passive Other, we arrived to a demanding Otthemen, natives, minorities,
deviants, subalterns, are now claiming this difieeeas a mean of empowermént.

Colonisation has brought a perception of indigeremi%thers”, as a way to
legitimise the conquest over the colonised. Termd@ described the Manichean
opposition between the superior European and theosed inferior Nativé’. He
describes thndigéneas “a semiotic pawn on a chess board under thieat@rf the
white signmaker™! For instance, during the Japanese dominationiwfarg the
government spread pictures of indigenous beingdgavand “cruel”, occupying
natural ressourcé$The Japanese government started to commercidlisgginal
traditions and lands as tourist attractiéhie. Thailand, hill tribes are associated with
negative stereotypes of deforestation, illicit dpugduction, drug trafficking, and even
communist activity! They share the same history of marginalisatioming from

official and unofficial discriminatory policies t¢fie Thai governement.They are

6 UNHRC, 2011, para 108.

7 \olf, 1996; Markova, 2003, pp. 249-259.

8 Said, 1978.

9 Fee, 1995, pp.242-245.

10 Goldie, 1995, pp.232-236.

11 Ibidem.

12 Munsterhjelm, 2002, p. 8.

13 Ibidem 10.

14 Johanson, 2011. Those stereotypes originally ¢eanethe Hmong who were cultivating opium and
allies of the United States during the Vietnam \&fgainst Communist insurgencies in Laos. Luithui &
Lasimbang, 2007. 242.

15 Ritchie, 2010.
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calledchao khaopr chao padesigning non-Thai minority groupsln the nation-
building process, beinghao khadbecame synonym of being non-thai:

The “hill tribe” designation reflects a conditiohwidely being

seen as not fully Thai but as “the others” (“kom'gor at best

falling in the middle between “the others” and Thidizens®®

In Guyana or Nepal, the situation of indigenousnga is also a result of
historical discrimination, coming from colonisatiand imperialism. In Nepal, the
indigenous people, popularly call@dnajati’® have historically been excluded within
the country because of their different culture araditions, being referenced as
“backward” or “excluded” group¥.In Guyana, indigenous people are portrayed as
stupid and less educaté&d.

Such processes can also be found in Taiwan. Béferseventeenth century, the
island remained almost entirely untouched, presgrits Aboriginal inhabitant%.
However, from 1624 to 1662, Taiwan was a Dutch mpldt has then been controlled
by the Chinese troops until 1895 when it becamapadese colony until the end of the
Second World Wa# Aboriginal objects were used and exposed as tesgioir conquest
of such “wild” and dangerous areas during Japanesepation of the islard.
Furthermore, Japanese scholars and anthropolsgistted and classified the

Aborigines, describing Taiwan as “savage”, anddfoee legitimising Japanese control

16 Asia-Pacific Human Rights Information Centre,1@0

17 In reaction, indigenous activism in Thailand uaadther language to define themselvesham phao
phuen mueangdhe Thai translation of indigenous peoples, whias wejected by the Thai
government. Asia-Pacific Human Rights Informaticen@e, 2010.

18 Nawara, 2010, p.38

19 Representing 36,4% of the Nepal's populatiometb® officially recognised indigenous people in
Nepal, divided into three major groups: the Himalayanajatis, the Hill Janajatis and the Madhesi
Janajatis. Some other 25 indigenous groups dreestilesting this status from the Nepali
government. Bansh Jha, 2004, p. 7-8.

20 CEDAW, 2011, p. 9.

21 UNHRC, 2009 (b), p. 23. The report was rejectgthe Guyanese governement.

22 Vickers, 2008, p. 68.

23 Ibidem.

24 Du, 2003, p. 14.
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of the territory”® They used it as a tool for their colonial propatgii Under Chinese
domination, a distinction has been made betweelrithes living in the mountain, seen
as raw and savage, and the ones living in the glaiAs mountain tribes resisted mixed
marriage with the Han Chinese and managed to predleeir culture, they have been
perceived as second-class citizens, “barbariams!’ weere officially called “mountain
people” on their identity caréfs until the government changed it to “original
inhabitant”?

The concept of otherness is interesting when iteta indigenous women, as
they continue to face discrimination all over therld. Both “women” and “native”
have been reduced to “others” through stereotypesgn, whore, savage, and denied
an identity freely chosen. The effect of colonialien gender has a double effect of
discrimination that postcolonial studies have takemer to acknowledg®.Post-
colonial and feminist studies have for long evolueg@arallel, fighting the same
patterns of oppression, but have finally convergéthtriarchy and imperialism have
indeed a common system of domination of its subfdaotthe 1980s, post-colonial and
gender studies developed the concept of “doublencsdtion”, referring to the
processes by which women became colonised by iadigen but also by patriarchal
systems of oppressiéhThis concept, which acknowledges the fact thabrmialism
impacts differently on women than on men, has hesed and theorised in function of
local particularities? In Cloud Nine,Caryl Churchill explores the relationship between
gender and colonialism through histétyn the play, women and native are described

by negative stereotypes, such as wild and dangelotisis way, she exposes the fact

25 Vickers, 2008, p. 79.

26 Surprisingly, this process has not been incotpdray many historians and anthropologists into the
analysis of the colonial experience of Taiwan, @smialism was regarded as primarily a Western
phenomenon. Vickers, 2008, p. 77.

27 |bidem76.

28 Scott, 2006.

29 Lan, 2008, p. 837.

30 Ashroft, Bill & Griffiths, Gareth, & Tiffin, Hela, pp. 249-250.

31 Ibidem.

32 Ibidem.

33 Ibidem 250.

34 Ibidem.

35 Churchill, 1979.
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that everything that is not white, heterosexualgnaad Western, is “other®.

The necessity of mixing disciplines, taking int@aignt gender in colonised
societies, has been developed by different acadesuich as Ketu KatrdkA woman
is indeed also victim of the concept of othernesswhich is based what we commonly
call gender discrimination. Chandra Talpade Mohaetfines the term woman as “a
cultural and ideological composite Other constrd¢teough diverse representational
discourses® Although she criticises the fact to see womenaasgny universal desires,
interests, regardless of class, origin, and ettynishe agrees on the term “women” as a
category of analysis, sharing the same gendertardfore bounded by the “sameness
of their oppression® Indeed, the point is not to prove the general “@d@ssness” of
women but to look at various cases and specifgcttiat render women “powerless” in a
particular context®

During the Commission on the Status of Women (C8WJew York, in March
2013, indigenous women from the Asia-Pacific rediame once more highlighted the
multiple forms of discrimination they are suffergiht The Beijing Declaration of

Indigenous Women states:

We, the women of the original peoples of the worlthave been
and are continuing to suffer from multiple oppressi as
Indigenous peoples, as citizens of colonized amdaodonial
countries, as women, and as members of the polaisses of

society:?

Being “others” because of their gender and ethpittie context of their
discrimination cannot be separated from the widetext of exclusion that indigenous

people suffer. Indeed they face many obstaclegdiniith land dispossession, conflict,

36 Caslin, 2013.

37 Katrak, 1989, pp. 157-179.

38 Mohanty, 1995, pp. 259-268.

39 Ibidem.

40 Ibidem.

41 Association For Women's Right in Development,201
42 Beijing Declaration of Indigenous Women, 1995.
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displacement, lower access to health care and #doéaFor instance, in Canada,
indigenous women have a lower life expectdhapd suffer from a lack of education,
as in some Aboriginal communities, 90% of the papah is unemployet?. Aboriginal
women are often found in low-paying jotisind their annual income is usually much
lower than non-Aboriginal womef Furthermore, they have limited access to welfare
service® and 84% of Aboriginal people cannot afford an adée housing? The same
issue can be found in Guyatiayhere the indigenous people are marginalised nigeavi
limited access to health care, due to the badiwtaf medical service3.In Lao PDR,
the low level of economic development among miyagitoups impacts severely on
indigenous womef¥. Discrimination is highlighted as the major cao$¢his poverty

and situation of exclusion. Addressing the caséwfana, Mantini states:

Poverty among indigenous peoples has substanitigitgased in
the past 10 years with discrimination being a mégotor in the
deterioration of Amerindian villages and indigenbesilth,
social and economic stattfs.

Discrimination against indigenous women is alsoregped through different
forms of violence, deep rooted in patriarchal syst@and practices that relegate
indigenous women to an inferior status in soci€¥iolence can take various forms
such as domestic violence, harmful practices, eavomexploitation, sexual abuse and
exploitation. Human trafficking is one of thoserfoof violence, and the expression of

discrimination against indigenous women.

43 UN Women, 2013, p. 3.

44 Status Indian women could expect to live 5.5 yéess than other Canadian women.

45 McKenzie & Morrissette, 2003, pp. 13-39.

46 Lévesque, 2001. p. 17.

47 While the annual income of Aboriginal women isward $13,300, a non-Aboriginal women has an
income of more or less $19, 350.

48 Bennett & Shangreaux, 2005, pp. 89-116.

49 Sethi, 2007, pp. 57-71.

50 Wihak, 2009, p. 16.

51 Mantini, 2008, p. 343.

52 IFAD, 2012, p. 10.

53 Mantini, 2008, p. 343.

54 UN Women, 2013, p. 4.
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Defining the root causes of vulnerability to traking of an individual is
particularly difficult because it is the consequen€ a multitude of different
components. They cannot be separated from onestbemas they all interplay and are
interconnected to create a situation in which iedmus women will be vulnerable to
being trafficked. However, each of them has todresered separately in order to have
a comprehensive picture of this issue. The nextyidlrpresent the different aspects of
discrimination of indigenous women and its effemtstheir vulnerability to trafficking.
There are all the expression of otherness of imdtige women. The relationship to the
vulnerability of certain groups to be traffickedshHaeen highlighted by Jonathan Todres,
as the process of otherness dehumanising the @db#itating its abuse and
exploitation®® The aim of this part is not to give an exhauslistof the root causes of
vulnerability of indigenous women but to draw atpre of the common and specific
root causes of their vulnerability to traffickingased on the existing data and research.

55 Todres, 2009, p. 607.
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Part 1. Root causes of trafficking of indigenous vemen for sexual

exploitation
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Chapter 3:
Contemporary exoticism and historical legacy of saxal exploitation of

indigenous women

Discrimination of indigenous women can have différerigins, depending on the
region, but colonialism as well as other formsmoperialism has had terrible effect on
the situation of indigenous worldwid& here is indeed a trend emerging in the
academic research on the question if the indigepeasple of a colonised country are
more likely to be victims of prostitution and tiaKing than other groupsin Canada,
Nepal, Taiwan, and United States, the historiaghdy of sexual exploitation of
indigenous women render them particularly vulnexadflbeing trafficked. This part is
divided in four sections, the first one presentimg link between extocism and the sex
trade, the second the dual side of exoticism. Thid part will present how exoticism
has been expressed through the different caseestuatd the last part will address its

consequences on the vulnerability to trafficking.

3.1. Exoticism and the sex trade

The representation of the “Other” has been morenamiek a focus in the feminist
literature, especially the interaction between r@o@ colour in the international sex
trade® Those studies argue than more than poverty, putieti and other types of sex
trade are the result of the interaction betweegrmational relations of power and of
gendered, economic, and ethnic divisidrhe demand side of this “business” has been
often overlooked in human trafficking literaturés the UN Special Rapporteur has
pointed out:

Demand created by prostitute users is not the fachpr that

Rajeswari, 2013.

Farley et al., 2011, p. 18.

Shrage, 1994; Kempado0,1994, pp. 69-84.
Kempadoo, 1994, pp. 69-84.

Zamora, 2013.
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drives the sex-trafficking market. However, ithe tfactor which
has received the least attention and creative thitangnti-
trafficking initiatives®

What makes trafficking for sexual exploitation ariative business is the
demand for women and children in brothels, pornplgyastrip shows, etc.
Understanding what brings demand is essential, #veis unpleasant. As Richard
Poulin states: “the sex industry is diversifiedplsigticated, and specialized: it can meet
all types of demands™Consumers” of the North are looking for “exotigdung girls
from all over the world and traffickers are noweats fulfill their demand&.For
instance, prostitution in the Caribbean is rootedultural imperialism in the form of
the exotisation of the “Othef”.

This process is commonly referred as exoticismnddfas “the romanticisation
of the racial, ethnic or cultural Othef" The concept has been developed as a part of the
ideology of imperialist and colonial projects. dshbeen constructed within the
framework of Orientalism addressed by authors sisc8aidf or Rousseau and Portér.
In the eighteenth and nineteenth century, exotidiasibeen used to legitimise the
European conquest, including the sexual violena&atds the coloniseti.Exoticism
brought legitimisation of control over colonisedppiations, distinguishing them by
racist stereotypes, and by doing so, opening thel@aling to murder, rape, violence
and enslavement.

Although there is currently no research on exatices indigenous and their
vulnerability to trafficking in Guyan& Canada and United States provide significant

data on this issue. In Canada and United Statesgrtival of the Europeans provoked a

UNHRC, 2006, p. 15
Poulin, 2004.

Ibidem.

Kampaloo, 2004, p. 1.
10 Ibidem.

11 Said, 1978, p. 150.

12 Rousseau & Portr,1990.
13 Kampaloo, 2004, p. 1.
14 Ibidem.

15 However, the stereotypes have already beeneubaitas a risk factor. The Equal Rights Trust2201
pp. 46-48.
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shift in gender roles inside indigenous communitiedeed, the colonialists' view of
Aboriginal women were the “exact counter-imagehafit own culture’s ideal™ As

Jean Barman states, the sexual desire was defynéw IChristian dogma as “an
unreasoned force differentially possessed by womvaich threatened the reason of
man and the inherent moral supremacy of nféomen's sexuality in Victoria was a
picture of purity and sexual innocence, separagtaiden spheres and clads.
Colonisers, which were organised socially accordingatriarchy, were surprised by the
autonomy of indigenous womeéhThey have therefore brought certain stereotypes of
Aboriginal women and girls, such as their sexuallability and willingness, as a result

of which they have suffered sexual violence andsabu

1. 2. From idealisation to demonisation

Exoticism has the particularity of being a duaksidOne the one hand, there is a kind
of attractive, idealised picture of the Other, andhe other side, the Other is seen as
inferior. The Other is both attracting and ternify?° As Rousseau and Porter explain:

Labeling the anthropological Other as exotic legaied treating

the peoples of the “third world” as fit to be dessa - destroyed

even, or at least doomed, like the Tasmanian aibpesgto

extinction - while concurrently also constitutirigetn as

projections of Western fantasiés.

Indeed, there is ambiguity between the Self andtiner, expressed in the

shifting of representations of the other as “bad*gmod”.# Terry Goldie explains the

change in the perceptions of the Other in functibthe needs: “We can move from

16 Stevenson, 1999, p. 57: “Where European womea fkagile and weak, Aboriginal women were
hard-working and strong; where European women wenéined to affairs of the household,
Aboriginal women were economically independent aciively involved in the public sphere; where
European women were chaste and dependent on merigidal women had considerable personal
autonomy and independence—they controlled their sewuality, had the right to divorce, and owned
the products of their labour.”

17 Barman, 1997, p. 239.

18 Hawkes, pp. 8, 14, 42.

19 Barman, 1997, p. 239.

20 Kampaloo, 2004, p. 1.

21 Rousseau & Portr,1990.

22 Gilman, 1985, p. 18.
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fearing to glorifying the Other. We can move framnihg to hating? In this sense, he
describes this complex transition between the isigi@dn to the demonisation of
indigenous people. Indeed, the differentiation leetmthe Self and the Other does not
exist so it can shift quick&?. Said also addressed this phenomenon, as European
colonisers started by idealise the Orient for @srhitiveness”, as opposed to the
decadent West.It was enhanced for having values of spiritualipgevity, stability,
but as Said pointed out, it was always followedalounter-response, being then
considered as being “backward”, “barbaric”, or “enthumanised®®

This double side of the Other is clearly represg¢btethe case of Taiwan. The
pictures spread about Aborigines were going fromalgisation to idealisatiofi.Before
Dutch colonisation, statements about the primitagsnof the indigenous people
pictured them as morally superior compared to #eadent contemporary civilisatiéh.
They were considered positively, as a living museditnaditional values and
lifestyles?® However, negative pictures came soon enough taldate what had been
first admired. Exhibitions were made in Japan afaiwan Aborigines, reinforcing this
picture of “exotic” other, in opposition to Japaaasodernity’® Indigenous men were
feminized, and indigenous women were hypersexuafizehey were viewed as stupid,
cruel and without having any proper family orgatia®** The Han population has been
united under Confucian culture and against theistence of the racial Oth&r.The
picture of these “exotic” tribes arrived to Chipagsenting them as “bloodthirsty head
hunters, quaint native farmers, and exoticallyadii alluringly uninhibited native

females™*

23 Gilman, 1985, p. 18.
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25 Said, 1978, p. 150.

26 Vickers, 2008, p. 75.
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28 lbidem 76.
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31 Lan, 2008, p. 835.

32 Vickers, 2008, p. 76.

33 Lan, 2008, p. 835.

34 Vickers, 2008, p. 77. Interestingly, the Aborajioulture, completely ignored until the 1990s, has
been recently used as tools to build a Taiwanesgitg, and to distance if from China.
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Ye_eno_|lu refers to “the production of a systemlatiowledge and to the site of
the unconscious desires and fantasies’Canada, at the beginning of colonisation,
local women were used for sexual gratificatibBven if the topic was more or less
taboo, it was generally accepted that indigenoum&owere used for sexual purposes
in the absence of colonial wom&nThis practice has even been referred as “theatasu

use of a social inferior for sexual pleasuteds Jean Barman points out,

In British Columbia gender, power, and race cangettwer in a
manner that made it possible for men in power tademn
Aboriginal sexuality and at the same time, if tiseychose, to
use for their own gratification the very women thned turned
into sexual object¥.

The process of erotisation of women from a difféeghnicity was part of the
colonial project. Their sexuality began to be agged with pictures of natural
primitiveness and lower ord&rlt represented uninhibited sensuality, temptatson,
mixture of pleasure and dangeéBSome cultural practices also reinforced those
stereotypes, perpetuating the myth of the exotiee©OWestern colonisers discovered
practices such as the harem of Persia, the Dewaodfkidia, the Ronggeng of
Indonesia, and polygamous lifestyf@s.

In order to deal with these oppositions, impesiahinking has a concrete
solution for the Other, being found in assimilatfolicies, in a version of indigenous
women that would have been “domesticatéd’he imperialist philosophy has therefore
the choice either to reject them, either to incoapthem within its society.The next

section presents the latest option.

35 Ye_eno_lu, 1998, p. 23.
36 Barman, 1997, p. 240.
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43 Goldie, 1995, p. 232.
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1.3. Historical legacy of sexual exploitation

Threatening the patriarchal family, indigenous sdixy] and in particular sexual
independence, became the centre of the colonipgir®y Because of the fear of
indigenous sexuality and autonomy, colonisers phleggslation to regulate housing,
social institutions, and child cateEvery act of an indigenous woman was sexualized,
as their sexuality was perceived as wild, out oftad, and as an act of provocation.
Indigenous women were seen as prostitutes or,sat && potential concubinés.

The example of Canada shows how colonisers regliatiégenous bodies.
Bringing together the former colonial and Fedeegislation concerning Indians, the
India Act is a set of laws first passed by the fatlparliament of Canada in 1876.
Even it was amended several times, the residuallisekmination has been felt by the
successive generations of Native pedplhe Indian Act has brought a patriarchal
system of organisation, taking away the socio-esoo@utonomy of Aboriginal
women and the cohesion of their communities. AltjfoAboriginal women resisted,
forming the core of indigenous resistance to getwaind colonisatiott,they
experienced culture loss and became extremely ralhleeto sexual exploitatiod.The
current policies and legislations continue to maaise Aboriginal people, especially
girls. For instance, the policies concerning matnal property rights force Aboriginal

girls to leave their homes when they divott&hey move then to cities, live in high

45 Barman, 1997, p. 241. Interestingly, they newcg@ived Aboriginal men as sexual threats, whisb al
participated in this process, wanting to be wedirsby the missionaries.

46 Ibidem 258.

47 Ibidem 264.

48 The Act aimed at assimilating First Nations peapto the society, and dealt with different issues
such as land righs, membership, and organisatitecaf government. Colonisers have also imposed
their own definition of Indianness, without any saferation of how Aboriginals were identifying
themselves. Furthermore, the Indian Act did notseered an Indian as a person before the law. It
also contained specific discriminatory rules tovgairtligenous women, such as property rights and
loss of Indian status. Since 1876, it has been datereveral times, the last modification being
passed in 1985. Lawrence, 2003, p. 4; Harry, 2pp918-22.

49 Harry, 2009, p. 24.
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52 Sethi, 2007, p. 62.
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poverty and become highly vulnerable to humanitdkifig.> It is also relevant to
highlight that Section 67 of the Canadian HumarhRid\ct states that nothing in the
Act affects any provision of the Indian A€fToday the Indian Act is still regulating the
daily lives of Status Indians, including determmivho belongs to this group.

In United States, if any women could have beerctdteby sex trafficking
during colonisation, American Indian women suffenegch more from sexual violence

and exploitation than any other ethnic grétip:

Traded for their sex and labour by colonizers aedtward
settlers, American Indian women and girls were icoausly
subjected to sexual exploitation— often by staterae—well
into the twentieth century as part of their forceohoval by the
U.S. government to reservations, boarding schémser

homes, and urban centéfs.

The exploitation of Native women for sexual ex@tion was justified by
stereotypes concerning their supposed depravatromiscuity, and inability to be
controlled by Native meff.Native men were portrayed as passive and thispgon
was used as a justification for using Native worasithey wished, often for sexual or
labor exploitatior?? During U.S. westward expansion, rape of a Natieeman was not
considered illegal because of Indian bodies bedfidy” and therefore “rapableé®™.In
the 1850’s in California, it was frequent that Nativomen were often captured for
sexual purpose® At that time, mass killings of American Indiansooed, and Native
traditions became outlawed in 188During the forced migrations to reservations,

sexual assaults of Native women by military foraese a common practice, soldiers
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62 Heart, 2003, pp. 8-9.

34



offering them food, clothing, and shelter in exajaf sexual ‘favors®® When the
forced migrations ended in 1800's, Native childstarted to be removed by the
government in order to enter boarding schools, ehaany of them suffered from
sexual and physical abu¥dn 1940 begun the relocation programmes, sending
American Indians from reservations to cities, Wilse promises of employemént
which left them isolated from the support of thrEammunities?®

In Nepal, the historical legacy of sexual expla@atof indigenous girls has led
to a circle in which indigenous girls and womenédaeen seen as commoditieShe
districts of Sindhupalchowk and Nuwakot, pointesbaginating areas for human
trafficking, are historically associated with tteationship between the ruling Hindu
castes of Kathmandu and the indigenous Tamang caoitiesiof the areé& In the 19
century, Ranas of the Kathmandu Vafig, line of prime ministers ruling Nepal from
1846 to 1951° started the practice of using girls from the Taghedmmunity as
concubines, recruiting them from the Helambu regib8indhupalchowk! Owning
“Helambu girls” in their palace became a sign ofitleand of high social stat(ss.

In the 1950s, after the fall of the Rana regimdiganous women were facing
the challenge to find other sources of income. Jins already trafficked were taken
with the Ranas to India, and have been sold tdhbletwhen they became oldeér.
Therefore, the indigenous women of the Tamang conitmbecame easy targets for
traffickers, who took profit from their vulneraliyfi The opening of the border between
Nepal and India for trade and travel at the enthefRana regime enhanced the

63 Deer, 2010, p®61-62.

64 Johnson, 2012, p. 633.

65 Heart & DeBruyn, 1998, p. 64-65.

66 Johnson, 2012, p. 634.

67 Cultural practices play also an important roléhia vulnerability of indigenous girls. See 52.

68 Kumar & Subedi & Gurung & Adhikari, 2001, p. 18.

69 Bansh Jha, 2004, p. 14.

70 Human Rights Watch, 1995.

71 Kumar & Subedi & Gurung & Adhikari, 2001, p. 18.

72 Human Rights Watch, 1995. This process of raogiindigenous women for sexual use also spread
inside of the British army. Along with the Ranaireg, they recruited young girls from different hill
ethnic groups, obliging the Tamangs to send theigtiters to the brothels. Kumar & Subedi &
Gurung & Adhikari, 2001, p. 18.

73 Kumar & Subedi & Gurung & Adhikari, 2001, p. 18.
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internationalisation of trafficking of women andlgiand allowed this hideous business
to develop* The tradition of recruiting Tamang girls perpeashtwith the complicity of
girls that had been previously trafficked. Indese prostitutes opened their own
brothels in India, especially in Bombay and Calruéind started to go back to Nepal in
order to bring more Tamangs girls into the sexdradhe districts of Nuwakot,
Sindhupalchok and other around Kathmandu becameusifior trafficking. The Indian
demand for Nepali prostitutes grew, and girls betguipe sold regularly to brothels in
India.”® This practice still reflects the current situatimfiNepal, trafficking for sexual
exploitation being reported in every district anohf all castes and ethnic groups.
Already marginalised in the Nepalese society, thexual exploitation has reinforced
stereotypes and discrimination against indigenousan.

Native women from Canada, Taiwan and United Stuéfer from an historical
legacy of sexual violence, which has normalizedr thexual exploitatiori?® Decades of
government policies towards Native people havetedean environment that currently

facilitates the trafficking of Native women andlgif’

1.4. The generational trauma

Though law or practice, the sexual exploitatiomnoligenous women has had terrible
conseqguences on their health and has normalisehemagainst them. The
consequences of the imperialist and colonialistaigke indigenous bodies have been
felt by the next generations. It has been showatlitidigenous people who experienced
colonisation, forced displacement and settlemertt,leve been victims to assimilation
policies, are subjected to dramatic decline idtheand wellbeind? This historical
background has been name “the generational traéim&vans-Campbell defined the

generational trauma as,
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A collective complex trauma inflicted on a grouppaiople who
share a specific group identity or affiliation—eitity,
nationality, and religious affiliation. It is thedacy of numerous
traumatic events a community experiences over géines and
encompasses the psychological and social resptmseash
events?

Consequences of those discriminatory policies ohelpoverty, violence, alcohol
use, suicides, poor physical health and destructi@@mmunities and famili€$ It has
brought feeling of shame, sadness, and anger igandus communities and a feeling
of inferiority.®* Self-identity has been controlled, denied, andléfis impression of
powerlessnesS.The same patterns can be found in Canada:

Years of colonization and attempts at forced adatran have
led to the devastation of First Nations communitied
cultures... [First Nations peoples] are more likelyencounter
stressful experiences in adulthood, including ptywand
unemployment, violence, homicide, assault, andeggimg
traumatic events... [T]he current health and samalditions,
coupled with continued discrimination, act as resens of, and
are a continuation of, the historical traumas geasist in the
thoughts of Aboriginal people and continue to intghem?®

Aboriginals of Canada are facing numerous issuaseto health because of
their historical oppressidii.Policies of displacement and assimilation havérdgsd
family and community bounds and cultural knowledgedering generations
vulnerable through ongoing discriminatory policiggdigenous children were brought
to residential schools in order to be assimilidteekposed to violence, racism,

82 Evans-Campbell, 2008, p. 320.

83 Pierce, 2009, p. 4.
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88 Tocher, 2012, p.5.

89 Ibidem 9.

37



exclusion, criminalisation of spiritual ceremonijdtsss of culture and lands, they lost
identity and experienced emotional and physicakabil

Furthermore, they are subjected to important ratesolence both inside and outside of
their community* For instance, the mortality rate due to violerscthiee times higher
for Aboriginal women than non-Aboriginal women, mgifive times higher for
Aboriginal women between the ages of 25 to 44 yelt® Aboriginal women are also
three and a half times more likely to be victimspbusal violence than non-Aboriginal
women? Youth is particularly at risk in British Columbia4 to 60% of Aboriginal
youth being sexually exploited, depending on themainity?* Furthermore, 75% of
Aboriginal girls under 18 have experienced sexbaka, 50% under 14, and almost
25% under 7 years ofd Perpetrators are rarely punished, and if theythes, are only
condemned to light sentencé®mnesty International has also pointed out thedssf
disappearances and murders of indigenous wdmen.

In Guyana, the Amerindian Peoples Association (AiBAJenunciating the
abuses and rapes of indigenous women, and accokss forces to be corrupted and to
ignore the situatioff In Alaska, violence against Native women is thpression of
deep discrimination as in Anchorage, between 20@02804, the rate of sexual assaults
against Native women was five times higher tharAffoican American women, and
seven times higher than for white wonf&Rkurthermore, almost 58% of perpetrators
against Native women have been non-Nati®é/hite male have been identified as
common perpetrators of sexual violence againstviatiomen'®*

Indigenous groups from Taiwan are also pointedasutaving psychological
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94 Assistant Deputy Minister's Committee on Prosiitun and the Sexual Exploitation of Youth, 2000.

95 Mclvor & Nahanee, 1998, pp. 63-69.
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troubles as a result of historical discriminatoojigies deriving from colonisatiot{?
Consequences include risks of suicide, social @igiation and disadvantafé.
Psychological stress has also been found in indigegroups of Taiwan due to social
assimilation policies, with higher risk of alcorssti, depression and suicitfé.

Having low self-esteem and seeing exploitation asranal process, the long-standing
oppression that indigenous people had to facedratered indigenous girls especially

vulnerablet®

1.5. Consequence on the current vulnerability to fficking

The historical background of Canada, Nepal, Taivaaa, United States illuminates the
understanding of indigenous women's vulnerabibtyrafficking. Sarah Hunt describes
the roots of sexual violence in Canada and UniteteS are as “deep as colonialism
itself"10%:

Tactics of traffickers are consistent with manyd tactics used
by colonial and American governments to subjugatave
women and girls. Indeed, the behaviour is so dei@giiained in
American history that it is often rendered invisilaind thus

becomes normalizeld’

In Canada, the majority of people trafficked areAginal®® women and
children!® Even if the socio-economic situation of Aborigimadmen in Canada
explains easily why they are at such risk of berafficked;*° the historical legacy of
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106 Hunt, 2010, p. 27.
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108The term Aboriginal refers to the descendanth@briginal inhabitants of North America. The
Canadian Constitution recognises three groups ofiimal people: the Indians, the Métis and the
Inuit.

109 Sethi, 2007, p. 62.

110 Hunt, 2010, p. 28. In a study on domesticitkifig in Canada, poverty has been pointed at as a
major cause of sexual exploitation. Affecting prisnawvomen and children, 52.1% of all Aboriginal
children are living in extreme poverty and singleofiginal mothers live often below the poverty
level. Because of this situation of severe povetgriginal women often flee their villages to find
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their exploitation is directly related to their partion in the trafficking for sexual
exploitation. In Vancouver alone, 60% of sexualtpleited youth are Aboriginat?
Aboriginal girls are still perceived as “easily dahle” due to the discriminatory and
sexist polices, and their unequal status in thea@iam society:> As Cornet and Lendor
have stated,

the sexual discrimination that [Aboriginal] womeacé on a

day-to-day basis cannot be separated from the legacies of

colonialism and racism, which continue to margirali

Aboriginal peoples and devalue their cultures aaditions

In United States, cases of trafficking of Nativermen and girls for sexual

exploitation has also been reported in differeatest such as Alaska, Washington,
Oregon, Minnesota, and South Dakbfdn some states, the percentage of Native
women being involved in prostitution is incredilbligh compared to the percentage of
actual Native women present in the country. Falamse, in 2007, while there are only
2,2 % Native women in the city of North Minneapoptisey represented 24% of the
women on probation for prostitutidt.In Alaska, recent data have showed the
particular vulnerability of Alaska Native women fincrural communities to be
trafficked to Anchorage for sexual exploitattrbecause of the perceptions of being
“versatile” and “vulnerable®’ Traffickers target them because they can “posnhthe

(online) as Hawaiian, as Native, as Asian, as yamait'!*® They are often recruited

jobs, and become at higher risk of being trafficlégdobriginal girls in rural areas are trading “seku
favours” for transportation, food, clothes, sheltugs and alcohol. Assistant Deputy Minister’s
Committee on Prostitution and the Sexual Explatatf Youth, 2000, p. 9; Bowen, 2006, p. 20.
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116 D'Oro, 2012. While Native women and girls reprg 8 % of the city population, 33% of them are
trafficked for sexual purpose in Achorage. In 20df2gut one-third of the women arrested for
prostitution in Anchorage were Alaska Native, altgb they comprise only 16% of the population.
Aware of this problem, police officeese now spreading information about trafficking amdative
population. Farley et al., 2011, p.IThe Associated Press, 2013.

117 Goeden, 2013, p. 11.

118 The Associated Press, 2013.
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by other Native women trapped in the traffickinggess:®

The generational trauma of indigenous in Canadaareor United States, has
provided easy targets to human traffick€té\ccording to Koepplinger, a generational
trauma such as the one of American Indian leaveréecommunities unable to
internalise a healthy sense of self and to prdteshselves against sexual
exploitation”?* Not only have Native women experienced factoas icrease their
vulnerability to trafficking for sexual exploitatig such as relocation, poverty, lack of
education, and societal traudtabut they are also not able to respond positivelhis
threat*?® Studies have also shown a high percentage oft@nsnatic stress disorder
among American Indian women and the fact that Magivis are subjected to extreme
emotional vulnerability?* going until the point of hurting themselves or ingvsuicidal
thoughts'?® Indigenous women experience a diminution of sstéem, a feeling of not
being safe and of physical and emotional dam#dgeney also often blame themselves
for the harm that is made to them. All these coong have negative impact on children
and on the financial security of indigenous womed facilitate their exploitatioff’

In Taiwan, athough the indigenous population ofveen comprised not even 2%
of the population, they represented 70% of the &amge trafficking for sexual
exploitation!® Most girls trafficked into prostitution were congifrom the Atayal
community** Today, 40,000 to 60,000 children are involvedrosgitution in Taiwan,
40% being aboriginal girf§° Aboriginal women face a low economic situation and
have to face the discrimination of being born ambtsdinated™ Girls from

Aboriginal communities can be affected by thisrstégand therefore fall easily into the
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sex tradé* As the economic situation of Aboriginal is pocay@nts except support
from their children, seeing prostitution as a fiishile option:** Shu-Ling Hwang
addresses the pressure Atayal girls suffer indidiesir community and family, being
seen as merchandises to be exchahjddhe combination of the degradation of family
units, involvement in prostitution and social maajisation has been pointed as
contributing to the trafficking of Aboriginal girf®r the next two decadé¥.

In Nepal, the historical exploitation of indigenonemen can explain their
disproportionate proportion in human traffickingNiepal, representing 47 % of the
trafficking for sexual exploitation in the countf.In 2006-2007, of 233 children
rescued from the trafficking circle in Nepal, 21@&re girls, and 78.55% were from
ethnic groups? It has also been highlighted that for decades, e&oeand girls from
Buddhist communities, such as the Tamangs Shdrpasas, Gurungs, have been
brought to Indian brothels?

The generational trauma also influences the reppdf these crimes. A study of

132 Au, 2012, p. 267. Most of the girls start watkbetween 15 to 19 years, usually not finishirghhi
school. Racial stereotypes continue to discrimitiaen as Han Chinese bosses are reluctant to
employ them.

133 Hwang, 2005, p. 186.

134 Ibidem.

135 Ibidem. Connie Au addresses what she callsstkdevels of oppression” of aboriginal women
involved in the sex trade in Taiwan: “First, asadnoriginal, she is subordinate to Han Chinese,
considered an uncivilized person, without good ation, proper social manners and moral standards.
Second, as a person coming from a village, shisgsichinated against by people in the city. Thad,

a woman, she is subordinated to men. In her faslig,is considered a sexual object by her father,
brother or husband. In the society, she is consitlby brothel owners as a commodity selling sex for
their benefit. Fourth, in the Confucian societyslie is a young woman, she is expected to obey her
parents' command and support her family. She isimed|to sacrifice herself as a person and to
sacrifice her body to solve her parents' finangifablems and to support her sibling's educatidine.
years of her childhood and adolescence are criggidluilding up her self-identity and confidence,
but she is shaped as a sex worker, being edudsaetdr value as a person lies in her body, but her
personhood and body are controlled by sex tradetsastomers... Fifth, as a sex worker, she is
considered morally inferior in the society andsglated by the "good" people. Finally, if she is a
forced sex worker, she is under the threat of thecitess violence of brothel owners, brokers and
parents, especially if she escapes or reportstpalice.” Au, 2012.

136 Bansh Jha, 2004, p. 14.

137 Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), 2p128. 26 to 29 districts of Nepal are considered
source areas of international trafficking, espégiatound the Kathmandu Valley. Concerning internal
trafficking, 26 out of the 75 districts of NepahMeabeen highlighted as originating areas, indigenou
groups being again the most predominant victimse&ally those from Sindhupalchowk,
Makwanpur and Chitwan districts. Sijapati & Limbukshadka, 2011, p. 8; Kumar & Subedi &
Gurung & Adhikari, 2001, p. 11.

138 Human Rights Watch, June 1995.
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Amnesty International described the current sexigdéénce indigenous women are
facing as a result of impunity for past crift&Native women see those practices as a
continuation of colonisation, as 62% of the womaernviewed made the link between
colonisation and prostitution of Native wom&hTherefore many Native victims do not
submit a complain because there is neither trusebef it will be listened and
investigated™ A culture of silence developed inside of Nativencounities, as sexual
violence against Native women has been normati8ddhere is also a high risk of
marginalisation. Victims of abuse often do not dareomplain because they fear to be
blamed or hurt in their own communiti€#éFor the same reason, building a response
coming from the community itself is also particlyadifficult.*** This whole
combination of risk factors has rendered Americatidn women especially vulnerable
to being trafficked.

Indigenous women and girls are at risk not onlyaose of poor economic
condition, but also because they suffer from racash exclusiod? The sexual
exploitation of indigenous girls is nothing morathanother form of racial
discrimination. Therefore, understanding the psses in which colonialism has shaped
indigenous identity is essential to have a comprsive picture of the current situation
of indigenous women in those countri&sluan Miguel Petit, the former Special
Rapporteur on the sale of children, child pornogyaand child prostitution, has
mentioned that stereotypes concerning indigenousemoand girls had an important
impact on their vulnerability to trafficking for seal exploitation:*’ He has also
addressed the fact that racial discrimination hadrpact on the way traffickers choose
their victims, as they are more likely to targetople from a different class or

ethnicity**® The trafficking of indigenous girls and women @nsidered as result of
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globalisation and of increasing demand for yourvgemen from more “exotic”
origin.** For instance, indigenous girls of Ethiopia arenibin brothels because of
inciting posters in the streets of the ¢iThis kind of advertising contributes directly
to the sex trafficking of “Other” girls, especiallydigenous girls. In Nepal, a recent
ILO study revealed a strong demand for girls froagigenous groups, the Hills and
below the age of 18 More than 52% of the “customers” interviewed desda
preferring girls from ethnic minoritie's?

Article 31 of the Beijing Declaration of Indigenow®men addresses
specifically this issue, asking the media “to realihat Indigenous women refuse to
continue to be treated and considered as exotordive, sexual objects, or study-
objects”*** A study highlighted the racial attitudes in thagiice of sex tourism in
Southeast Asia, Latin America and the Caribb&dhhrough interviews of white men,
they discovered the influence of perceptions oktisdised others” on the sex trade.
Cheryl O'Brien also addresses the commaodificatibwamen's bodies and the demand
for “Other”, “exotic, foreign” women in the sex tta’*®> According to her, it reveals
racist and neo-colonialist mentalities, some “comts” arguing that “what you do to a
foreign woman is different, it doesn’t coutif! She also highlights that in countries
where prostitution has been legalised, such abBl#tleerlands and Germany, there is a
high demand for “exotic” women, the local prostsinot fulfilling the demant!

As trafficking for sexual exploitation is based magcial and colonial mentality
subordinating the “Othet® historical legacy of exploitation of indigenousmen is

class prejudice, all of which are sexualized. Wormeprostitution are purchased for their appearance
including skin colour and characteristics base@thmic stereotyping. Racist stereotypes in
prostitution are driven by johns’ demand for “sohieg) different.”

149 O’'Brien, 2008/2009, p. 7.

150 Ibidem.

151 World Education Brighter Futures Program, 2@09%.

152 Frederick, & Singh, 2006.

153 Beijing Declaration of Indigenous Women, NGQutn, UN Fourth World Conference on Women
Huairou, Beijing, 1995.

154 O’Connell, 2001, pp. 5-24.
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157 O’Brien, 2008/2009, p. 7.
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still leading to violence, abuse and exploitatiBtereotypes about indigenous women
persist and create a situation of vulnerabilitytfiese women to be trafficked. For a
long time, sexual exploitation of indigenous wonagx girls has been framed in the
context of prostitution or sex work, rather tharhie context of trafficking>® Efforts to
prevent human trafficking have to take into accdabetdemand side of the trafficking
process and it historical root causes in orderad&es policies efficient. They have to be
made in parallel with other actions in order tcserall forms of abuse and
marginalisationt®® Amnesty International has highlighted that thepscof violence
against indigenous women is yet to be investigatedhere is a cruel need of

comprehensive analysis.

159 Sethi, 2007, p. 57.
160 Hunt, 2010, p. 27.
161 Amnesty International, 2004, p. 2.
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Chapter 4:
Cultural practices of sexual exploitation of indig@ous women

Root causes of trafficking are often related taapcultural and religious practices.
Indeed, harmful traditional practices can havenapartant impact on the vulnerability

of indigenous women and facilitate their exploitati Otherness can play a role in the
way indigenous women are considered and usedfereiift systems of oppression. The
current state of research on that issue in Neghlradia suggests that what brings
indigenous women and girls into the trafficking geeses in those countries comes from
historical and cultural roots. Nepal was indeeden@olonised but invaded by the
Hindus, although it was a British protectorate bad supplied indigenous girls to the
British Army? India has been under British rule but the lackeskarch in that area does
not allow the make a direct link between the infice of colonisation and the

exploitation of indigenous girls.

4.1. Harmful practices and human trafficking

There is more and more awareness and interesedmkhbetween harmful traditional
practices and discrimination against women and $i&k the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on Traditional Practices Affecting theaklh of Women and girls has
highlighted since 1989certain social and cultural practices can indeextease the

vulnerability of indigenous women and childrenrafficking:®

Many forms of gender-based violations, such as, rapaestic
violence and harmful traditional practices, ar&did to social
and cultural situations that contribute to the eusibility of
women to being trafficke®l.

United Nations Economic and Social Commissiomgia and the Pacific, 2009, p. 97.
Kumar & Subedi & Gurung & Adhikari, 2001, p. 18.

Ras-Work, 2006, p. 2.

ECOSOC, 1999.

Ras-Work, 2006, p. 2.

UNODC, 2008 (b), p. 18.
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Gender roles can have an important impact on theevability to trafficking.
Indeed, the perception of a girls' duty in a famvill influence the normalisation of her
exploitation’ Marrying a girl is sometimes perceived as the nmgbrtant thing she
can achievé.ln Togo, girls are especially vulnerable to trgidfng because the parents
see their daughter as a way to complement theiriosome? In Asia, preference is
given to sons, creating a situation in which dielsl the obligation to find quickly a
husband in order not to be a charge for the fathiljrey even accept offers of marriage
without knowing well the other person, which leadsnetimes to trafficking. For
instance, in Nepal, fake marriages have been regh@at the second most used means of
deception of girls for trafficking purpos&sige is also an important factor, as it is
estimated than “more girl children under 16 ardamestic service than in any other
category of work or child labour® The role of women and the violence they are
subjected to inside of their society, family, commity increases their vulnerability and

their ability to get out of the trafficking circle:

If a woman wants to leave a violent relationshifmousehold
she has to start from scratch. She has to chareggteing
including where she lives and where she works. iBhghy
women are so attracted by ads for jobs in othentt@s. They
are often desperate to get out and go somewherefngw tell
them they are likely to be forced into prostitutibey say “well
better to be a prostitute than to be raped andeablog my

husband**

7 Cameron & Newman, 2008, p. 40.
8 Ibidem.

9 Ibidem 41.

10 Cameron & Newman, 2008, p. 41.
11 Ibidem.

12 Ibidem.

13 Ibidem.

14 lbidem 42.

a7



4.2. The impact on indigenous women

Indigenous women are also particularly affectedh@ge gender roles. The situation of
indigenous women depends from a community to amn@the the perceptions of
cultural practices will also be perceived diffetgrity indigenous womet?.Indigenous
women are considered and consider themselves terguardians of traditional
indigenous knowledge and spiritualityrhey are responsible for the continuity of their
culture, as they have specialised skills relatedaditional health care, ceremonies, and
storiest’ However, they are also subjected to expressiogsmder discrimination.
There are different practices that affect diregiljigenous women such polygyny,
exclusion from property rights and collective damismaking, et¢® They also suffer
from different types of gender violence and harnfatlitional practices such as female
genital mutilation, domestic violence or genderdobgiolence in situations of armed
conflicts’® They are aware that some traditional practices affegt their well-being
and have to be questioned, as tradition and cutttg®ften used as a justification for
their oppression and subordinatin:

We are against violence, attacks, raping. It isrighit that we

are sold for money. These were our customs befarevé have

also got to change. It is also unfair that becafiseistom we

cannot be represented or have rights to fand.

If patriarchal systems of oppression can be fowedyavhere, the forms they are
taking and the degree of violence will vary frorgigen situation to another. In Nepal,
several practices have rendered indigenous womee vuinerable to trafficking: The
deukissystem is pointed at one of the historical expt@n of indigenous girl&€ Rich
families were indeed buying young girls in ordeofter them to the temples. They

15 International World Group for Indigenous Affa{t8VGA), 1999, p. 9.
16 Ibidem 8.

17 Ibidem.

18 Ibidem 9.

19 Ibidem 8.

20 Ibidem 9.

21 IWGA, 1999, p. 9.

22 See 42.

23 Locke, 2010, p. 50.
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were then forced into prostitution and could notmpaDriginally, those girls were
beneficiaries of a high status and property righBut this status has decreased and the
girls are now recruited from poor and low sociates communities. Nepal has
abolished theleukisystem, and the Nepalese Constitution forbids mutnadficking

and exploitation in the name of religion and cuttiHowever, it seems that the system
has been increasing. Although there is a lack t,d&is estimated that there are
currently more than 30,000 Deukis in Nepal compaoeti7,000 in 1992 Although

this practice was originally was linked to somedkof faith, it currently has become a
real business, girls being sold for a high price.

It is also known in India under the namedefradast’ system. Only targeting
women from poor and marginalized communities, 93% e girls involved are coming
from scheduled castes and 7% from scheduled tfiiése fact that this system chooses
only girls from poor, discriminated and marginatisgeas, show the will to target
population that will not have other choice thamtaept this cruel practice. They are
sold to the temples by their families without cartsémarried” to the divinity of the
temple before puberty and are usually raped saemairds, in order to become
available to “offer sexual services” to any marthia regior?® They are not allowed to
marry, which deprive them from the right to leadaemal family life and reinforce the
social exclusion. Although it has been forbiddercsithe independence, thousands of
women are still victims of this practice in Indfdt continues clandestinely and has
shifted as a way to bring girls into the sex trade.

In Nepal and India, children resulting from thiggtice are also severely
disadvantaged.. In both countries, as citizenshtpansmitted by the father, they are not
officially citizens and are therefore denied acdessducation and health caté hey
are discriminated because of their origin and theestypes about their “mother’s

24 Locke, 2010, p. 50.

25 Sanghera & Kapur, 2000, p. 24.

26 Datta, 2005, p. 12.

27 Meaning litteraly “a slave of God”.

28 Minority Rights Group International, 2011, p. 4.
29 Ibidem.

30 Black, 2007, p. 2.

31 Whisnant & Stark, 2004, p. 410.
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availability”.*? In India, it is believed that the statusdefvadasis transmitted through
generation$? As this system is already a form of trafficking &®xual exploitation,
getting out of it is particularly difficult. Indeednce the girls entered in this system,
they are facing discrimination and social stigméeihg prostitute¥. They are
therefore at high risk to be trafficked again asythre already in a situation of deep
marginalisation and exclusion.

Another practice has been pointed out as beingahse of the exploitation of
indigenous girls in Nepal, called tkemaiyasystem. The Kamaiya system is an
ancient system of forced labour in the South of l&Originally concerning a system
of servitude linked with the right to stay on annewrfield in exchange of services and
of a low salary, often leading to debt bondagbkag also evolved in the selling of young
girls by parents for a period of one year or morédher families® According to
Pranati Datta, thKamaiyasystem was “nothing more but ritualised form of
prostitution™®’, responsible for the fall of Nepali women into tex trade. The
Kamaiyasystem has been abolished but as a result obdenae of programmes of
rehabilitation, children are still at high riskftll into the trafficking circle® For
instance, the Tharu, one of the ethnic groups @aNes living in severe poverty and
misery because of this systéhiraffickers, aware of this vulnerable position, roi
hesitate to take advantage of it.

Nepal and India have been chosen because of theleeimented data and
reports on this issue but cases have been alsadedpEsewhere, for instance in Pacific

Islands. In Papoua Guinea, indigenous girls aie @dénted as vulnerable to trafficking:

Children, especially young girls from tribal arease most
vulnerable to commercial sexual exploitation; they also

subjected to forced labour by members of their imhiate

32 Minority Rights Group International, 2011, p. 4.
33 Black, 2007, p. 2.

34 Ibidem.

35 Anti-Slavery, 2009, p. 1.

36 Pradhan, 2006.

37 Datta, 2005, p. 12.

38 Pradhan, 2006.

39 Ibidem.
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family or tribe. Families traditionally sell girlato forced
marriages to settle debts, leaving them vulnereibferced
domestic service, and tribal leaders trade theogtgpive labour
and service of girls and women for guns and palitic
advantagé?

Those examples show the link between traditionahha practices and the
sexual exploitation of women and girls, also witlmdigenous communities. In the
Pacific Islands, traditional forms of power suchvélage elders, religious tribunals,
traditional chiefs, may legitimise violence agaiwstmen under the excuse of tradition
and religior®* In general, customary law will allow practices lsas killing, rape,
abduction, and will not punish the perpatrdt@®y doing so, patriarchal systems often
contribute and perpetuate discrimination againshem. \WWomen bodies are therefore
seen as commodities to exchange, to be boughtaehdDifferent actors play a role in
the enforcement of sexual norms on women, sucheastate, the family, the
community?® In order to fight those systems, gender hieraschave to be addressed.
Women in the Pacific encounter many challenges vihey want to question those
beliefs and practicé$ For instance, in the Vanatu island, where the [atjon is at 98,5
% indigenous, thkastomsystem is pointed at having important consequeoges
gender roles and perpetuates a culture of sileegarding violence against wom®n.
Being a parallel system of justice, tkeestomsystem perpetuates the discrimination
against women and girféThey are sometimes given as payments during,triaimen
being unable to participate in the decisions ofttieinal?’

The same patterns can also be found in Africa,aalbein Ghana, Togo, and
Benin. A study about human trafficking in Africashpointed out the influence of deep

rooted practices of slavery inside of indigenousicwnities and its link with current

40 United States Department of State, 2012 (a).

41 Ras-Work, 2006, p. 8.

42 United Nations Economic and Social CommissiorA&ia and the Pacific, 2009, p. 98.
43 Amnesty International, 2013.

44 United Nations Economic and Social CommissiorA&ia and the Pacific, 2009, p. 98.
45 lbidem109.

46 Forsyth, 2009, p. 123.

47 lbidem 121.
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human trafficking'® Thetrokosi systerman indigenous practice of selling girls to priest
for a certain period, has increased their vulnditalto being trafficked? The custom is
aimed at giving a virgin of the family as a punigmnof the gods for crimes committed
by a family membe® This system of domestic servitude is subjectimtiganous girls
to sexual exploitation and forced labétBrought by family members, the girls are
sometimes very young, some of them being only 8syelal>> When becoming a
trokosi, the girl has to perform ritual duties, but alsmstic work, without any
compensation or remuneratiof\ithout education, the girls are particularly vedable
when getting out of this process. They might indeedeleased if the family pays the
price>* Even if they have the possibility to marry afterds they are often
marginalised inside of the sociétyChildren born from this practice are also victioiis
discrimination. The government of Ghana passewabtainst thérokosisystem in
1998 but cases are still reporfé@efenders of this practice argue that it is pért o
indigenous culture and religiohAlthough much more research is needed, the reafion
\olta, where this practice has been used in Ghaampeen pointed at one of the
originating area for trafficking for sexual exphtipn>®

As trafficking of girls and women is linked with g cultural practices and is
historically embedded, knowing and understandigehhistorical harmful practices

can help to reduce it:

Cultural and religious practices such as trokossirana or the
similar devadasi and devaki in India and Nepalwshiearly

how trafficking and slave-like practice can be itogionalised

48 Njoh & Ayuk-Etang, 2012, pp. 30-52.
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and accepted by a society as a normal culturatipesgé

In those different examples, indigenous women aptodéed by different actors,
both outside and inside of their community. It skdirve complex discrimination they
are facing, because of their gender, but also Isecaiitheir belonging to a certain
group inside of the society. The devaluation of veormand girls facilitates their
exploitation and renders them more vulnerableaffitking.®* Gender hierarchies have
to be deconstructed, as they create an inheremitreuwdf oppression and exploitatitin.
Furthermore, rehabilitation programmes have to ensuthose girls alternative sources
of income in order to avoid them to fall intro tiefficking circle®®* Much more
research is needed on the issue but this sectas gh idea of the impact of traditional
practices on the trafficking of indigenous girls s&xual exploitation.

60 Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women, 20Q©,39.
61 UNODC, 2008, pp. 454-456.

62 Jackson, 2001, p. 1999.

63 Mensah & Godwylll, 2010, p. 58.
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Chapter 5:

Processes of dispossession
Geopolitical risk factors can have an importantaetpn the vulnerability to
trafficking. This section will present two specificocesses of dispossesion: internal
displacement and statelessness. The deprivatiama$ and identity have been
experienced by indigenous people through histodyaae unfortunately still prevalent
today. Being subjected to displacement becausewdldpment projects or because of
conflicts, they find themselves disconnected whirt land and their community. This
issue is closely linked with statelessness, asdacitizenship is often the consequence
of displacemen(This chapter will present the relationship betwtendiscriminatory
policies of displacement and lack of citizenshipnofigenous people and their
vulnerability to human trafficking through the exales of Burma, Lao PDR, Malaysia,
Mexico, and Thailand.

5.1. Internal displacement

To be displaced reffers to the fact to “move frdma proper or usual position and force
someone to leave their home, typically becauseanfow persecution” This social
phenomenon has often heavy consequences on tleeesmriomic positions of people
displaced. Internally displaced people (IDPs), kaliefugees, are people moved inside
of the country bordersThe factors causing internal displacement arellyscanflict-
induced displacement, natural disaster-inducedatisment and development-induced
displacement.The "Guiding Principles on Internal Displacemestthe main
instrument specifically dealing withternally displaced persons (IDPsAlthough not
legally binding, it gathers the relevant human tsggmd humanitarian law on internal
displacement and provides a usefool protectionD&s?> They define IDPs as:
Persons or groups of persons who have been forogloliged to

Soanes & Stevenson, 2004.

UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 2007, p. 10
Kovac, 2009, p. 11.

UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 2007, p. 5.
Ibidem.

O wWNER

54



flee or to leave their homes or places of habitesidence, in
particular as a result of or in order to avoid éffects of armed
conflict, situations of generalized violence, viaas of human
rights or natural or human-made disasters, andhalve not
crossed an internationally recognized State bdrder.

Unlike the definition of refugee, the IDP definiticss not a legal one, as it does
not give any special legal status. It is a desionpof “the factual situation of a person
being uprooted within his/her country of habituedidence”.

Displacement affects the social structures of aypufation, but impacts more
heavily indigenous peopfdndeed, indigenous cultures are closely linkedhwit
agriculture, land rights and farming. Their relasbip with their lands forms a part of
their identity? Stella Tamang, an indigenous leader from Nepahnsarises this
relationship saying,

[llndigenous peoples...have an intimate connectiaimédand;
the rationale for talking about who they are i tie the land.
They have clear symbols in their language that eontihem to
places on their land....in Nepal, we have groupsdhit can
achieve their spiritual place on the planet by gdama certain
location?®

Therefore, displacement and relocation to citiéscatirectly their cultural and
economic survival and increase their vulnerabtlityrafficking. The loss of their lands
has a close relationship with the marginalisatextlusion, discrimination, and poverty
of indigenous peopl€.Poverty of indigenous people is often relatechortegation of
their lands' rights and the dispossession of teeiitories and ressourc&sThe most
affected are women and children, who become edpevcidnerable to abuse and

6 Inter-Agency Standing Committee, 2010, p. 8.

7 Ibidem.

8 Akee & Basu & Chau & Khamis,2010, pp. 691-716.

9 United Nations Secretariat of the Permanent Fayarindigenous Issues, 2007 (b), p. 2.
10 Ibidem.

11 Ibidem.

12 Ibidem.
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exploitation, including to human trafficking forxaeal exploitation'® During the
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) in New Yorkarch 2013, indigenous
women from the Asia-Pacific region have once magalighted the importance of land
rights regarding the situation of indigenous woraad their vulnerability:

Occupation of indigenous peoples’ land, evictiong sexual

harassments, including rape and murder of indigemamen

by military and settlers continues... Dispossesgmes hand in

hand with violence by state armed forces, settethe security

personnel of private companies. The occupationaifjenous

peoples’ land not only means forced eviction butaeuand

sexual harassment including rape of indigenous wofhe

Being generally linked with the concept of humaausity™, displacement can
have important consequences on the vulnerabilitsaficking. Mass displacements of
indigenous people have rendered them easy tamyeisffickers'® The consequences
for indigenous people are dramatic, as they eneouamdlessness, cultural loss, or
health problem$’

This section is divided in two parts, accordinghe types of displacement, and
shows the effects on the vulnerability of indigem@aomen to be trafficked, through the
cases of Lao PDR, Thailand, and Guyana to addessdapment-induced
displacement, and the cases of Burma and Mexicoectaomg conflict-induced
displacement.

5.1.2. Development-induced displacement

Development-induced displacement is also heavigctihg indigenous people
worldwide. Development projects, such as dams,wégis, or other types of large-scale

projects, often result in the displacement of papohs?® It is estimated than 250

13 Akee & Basu & Chau & Khamis, 2010, pp. 691-716.

14 Association For Women's Right in Development (B}y 2013.

15 MacFarlane & Khong, 2006, p. 220.

16 Eversole & McNeish & Cimadamore, 2005, p. 132.

17 Ibidem 133.

18 Norwegian Refugee Council & Internal Displacetdonitoring Centre, 2013.
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million people have been displaced by developmedittced projects in the last twenty
years'® Development projects are increasing, causing randemore involuntary
displacement and can be of various types, fromwvgteply, to urban infrastructure or
transportatior?® Often, displacement is not compensated and reswitit assistance is
not provided by States. Several consequences lemredssociated with development-
induced displacement such as landlessness, indrpaserty, risk of unemployment,
homelessness, but also marginalisation, food imggcincreased mortality rates, and
social disintegratio®:

Indigenous people are disproportionately affectgthbse projects. Often
politically marginalised, they are the primary wics of those processes of

dispossession:

In India, the Adivasi or tribal people, althoughyrepresenting
eight percent of the total population, make up 8(ércent of
the displaced. In Nepal, indigenous groups displdgea dam
on the Kaligandaki river have lost their land andlihood and
have reportedly been inadequately compensatediviti&ood
of an estimated 35,000 indigenous Ibaloi peoptarsatened by
the construction of the San Roque Dam in the Rhiligs. Mon,
Karen and Tavoyans in Burma are probably amongvtirst

off, displacedoy large infrastructure projects and subject to

forced labour and abuses by the milit&ry.

Different human rights instruments impose obligasion states regarding the
protection of indigenous people. The ILO Conventl@9 states that indigenous people
should have a say in the process and implementatidavelopment plans that concern
them? If development-induced displacement is not comt@ias such in the definition

19 Hoshour & Kalafut, 2010, p. 1.

20 Norwegian Refugee Council & Internal Displacetidonitoring Centre, 2013.

21 Ibidem.

22 Norwegian Refugee Council & Internal Displacetidonitoring Centre, 2013.

23 Convention concerning Indigenous and Tribal Renim Independent Countries (adopted 27 June
1989, entered into force 5 September 1991) C169 art
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of IDPs, the UN Guiding Principles on Internal Dagement explicitly covers
development-induced displaceméhthe displacement is not prohibited as such, but
cannot be used as a mean of discrimination andsrtegthve a legitimate justificatién.
Nevertheless, development-induced displacemenaisansometimes be the
consequence of discriminatory policies, used a®kih order to target specific areas
and communitie& For instance, in Burma, according to NGOs, damsstuction
projects have been undertaken on the Salween at/gre exact place when the
government of Burma has a policy of ethnic cleap$ibevelopment-induced
displacement is catching more and more the attefiohuman rights specialists, as it
can cause irreversible marginalization or evenrexteation of population§

In Thailand, discriminatory attitudes and actiores still prevalent among
government officials of Thailand. Until the 198@se concern of policies of the Thai
government about hill tribes was mainly focusedpium cultivation and communist
insurgency’® They developed a language and policy on “solviregHill tribes'
problem” Public opinion on the hill tribes has been shapedovernment policy and
influenced by the stereotypes that have been s@gadst them, leading to
discrimination and relocatioti The increasing number of developments projects and
tourism has pushed the hill tribes to cultivatehca®ps instead of their original
subsistence agricultuf@When displacement occurs, girls are expectingdwé their
community to work in the cities to complement thgarents' incom&.Studies have
demonstrated the damaging effect on the socio-esmnsituation of indigenous
women and girls, being stuck in a debt cycle beeadisack of ressourcé$They start

to prostitute as a mean of survival as they calonger be dependent on their lands’

24 United Nations Office For The Coordination Ofrhlanitarian Affairs (OCHA), 2003, p. 4.
25 Norwegian Refugee Council & Internal Displacetidonitoring Centre, 2013.
26 ECOSOC, p. 2002, p. 18.

27 Eversole & McNeish & Cimadamore, 2005, p. 133.

28 Fernandes, 2006, p. 112.

29 Luithui & Lasimbang, 2007. p. 242.
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32 Nawara, 2010, p. 38.

33 Phonklieng, 1999, p. 53.

34 O'Brien, 2008/2009, p. 2.
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production. Often, they are sold at very youngtagarovide some income to the
family.® Thailand is an example of environmental destractio the benefit of
development, contributing to trafficking for sex@aiploitation of women in general
and of indigenous women in particutar.

Development projects and displacement of indigemaymsilation have also been
pointed out as one the major root causes of tkafficof indigenous tribes in Lao PDR.
Massive developments projects have been launcéedlting in the displacement and
relocation of many indigenous communitiéa. study clearly showed the consequences
of these policies on the trafficking of indigenaunildren® Available data suggest that
indigenous girls, between 12 and 18, are the mostlkaof being trafficked? All the
reported indigenous trafficking victims in a stualy this issue had been subjected to
earlier displacement and relocati@mhe Mon-Khmers are apparently the most
represented, as they make up 27 % of the casesgedpfollowed by Tibeto Burman
(10%) and Hmong-Mien (198} Although further research is needed, it appeat th
indigenous girls are mainly trafficked for sexuspmitation:*

The problem of trafficking of indigenous women anpds in Lao PDR is a
logical consequence of long-standing discriminafoolycies from the government. For
instance, Hmong population is targets of systemabience and discrimination coming
from the Lao Governmenit.They have been displaced by force in order tadbdgims,
being therefore deprived from their lands and tiaual lifestyles!* They also have
been the most target group of drug control polid&sen if the numbers are not known,

35 O’Brien, 2008/2009, p. 4.

36 Ibidem 2.

37 United Nations Secretariat of the Permanentian Indigenous Issues, 2013, p. 12-13.

38 Ministry Of Labour And Social Welfare Lao PedplBemocratic Republic, 2005, p. 6.

39 United Nations Secretariat of the Permanentiian Indigenous Issues, 2013, p. 12-13.

40 Ministry Of Labour And Social Welfare Lao PedplBemocratic Republic, 2005, p. 18, 11. Laos is
designed as a source country for trafficking, and tower extend, as a transit country. It is
particularly vulnerable to trafficking because wf geographical position, having as neighbouring
countries Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, China andMyar. Trafficking of human beings is indeed a
major issue of this region, as 250,000 and 400v@®@®en and children are trafficked each year.
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it is estimated that around 65,000 indigenous pebple been displaced because of
drug control® Even if those policies included a strategy in otdegorovide alternative
sources of income for the producéra, study pointed at the social and cultural
dynamics that underline the displacements of pajuaputting light on the
government will to remove indigenous people fromirthands and relocate them to
lowlands areas.

According to Russell and Othan Hall, Guyana israeresting case study
regarding the relationship between globalisatioth @lonial past and the way it
reinforces poverty and ethnic divisiotiglthough some NGO reports are mentioning
the issue, there is one and only academic resedamlt trafficking of indigenous girls
in Guyand? According to this study, the major root causettudir vulnerability would
be their long-standing institutional discriminatjandigenous people being
marginalised in the Guyanese sociétinheriting from an important colonial past, the
country is composed of diverse ethnic groups amerad them is representing the
majority of the population. The Amerindian Peophessociation (APA) and the Forest
People's Alliance (FPA) stated that discrimina@ggainst indigenous people was not an
issue of the past, but was reflected in currericpand praticé: As the Equal Rights

Trust states:

[W]hen examining evidence of discrimination andguality in
Guyana, it is impossible to avoid the politicisatend
polarisation of ethnicity which dominates politi¢éé, with a
number of damaging consequences for the promofiequality

and non-discriminatiof?’.
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46 United Nations International Drug Control Prograe (UNDCP), 2000, p. 10.
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The main concern expressed by different NGOs orstate actors is the issue
of land rights®* The Amerindian People's Association (APA) hasngrtbthe expression
of discrimination through some legislation, suchtesAmerindian Act 2006, and the
unwillingness of the government to recognise indages land rights and protect them
from the effect of development projects on theiditional lifestyles? Different reports
have highlighted the failure of the state to ensffectively land rights to indigenous

communities? especially due to weak regulations on mirihgoncessions of lands are
sometimes granted with the consent of indigenoasntonities, and information is not
given to them on time, affecting their full pariation®’ The issue of mining in Guyana
is becoming one of the major factor bringing gint® the trafficking procces$.Much

of the human trafficking in Guyana concerns indigengirls3® pointed out as
particularly vulnerable to trafficking for sexual@oitation?® Usually, it occurs from

the hinterland to the coast, as girls are endurdgrostitution because of false
promises of employmefitHoping to find employment opportunities such asksp

they are attracted to the mining camps but argé&dn the trafficking circle or are
victims of rape$?

The increasing numbers of development-projectstia@dienial of indigenous
lands’ right through their displacement and reiocaits rendering them at high risk to
be trafficked. Indigenous people have to be coadwdnd give their prior consent before
such projects are launched. Without taking intaaaot the situation of indigenous
people, such development-projects participate thréa their vulnerability, as a driving

force of the trafficking process.
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5.1.2. Conflict-induced displacement

It is estimated that 26 million people are disptha®ridwide by conflicf? If some of
them manage to return, the majority has to integratheir place of displacement or to
find another settlement in the courfttifthe UN Guiding Principles on Internal
Displacement provides protection for displaced womegainst violence and
exploitation®® Rape and sexual exploitation of women and childi@re indeed always
been part of conflict, and displacement is incregshis position of vulnerability®

Latin America, where about 3 million people areeintlly displaced, has the
particularity that the majority of displacement ooed due to indigenous conflict, such
as in the state of Chiapas in Mexico and in Col@nWihile every year about 3,000
women from Chiapas are trafficked to Mexico Cihdigenous people were pointed out
to be amongst the vulnerable groups most likelygicome victims of human trafficking
in the country?® Indeed, NGOs have pointed out the government palimed at
removing indigenous communities from their ancésairads during the agrarian
conflict in Chiapas? In 1944, the Ejercito Zapatista de Liberacion Naal (EZLN),
known under the name “Zapatistas”, led an uprisatng for the recognition of
property and civil rights for indigenous peofflés a response, the government sent
military and paramilitary groups into Chiapas, wheiolent conflict was concentrated.
Forced to flee because of the conflict, 40,000 feeapostly indigenous peasants from
Chiapa$, left their lands and homes.

The agrarian conflict has worsened the conditiomdigenous people,
rendering them particularly vulnerable. Many ofrthelaim to have been both

physically and sexually abused by military persérihi€his has been proved to have an

63 Birkeland, 2009, p. 491.
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65 Ibidem 502; United Nations Office For The Capoadion of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), 2003.
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important impact on their vulnerability to traffick).”® To escape from such
discrimination and violence, the majority of afiedtindigenous people have migrated
to various cities of Chiapas and other parts of g% Most of the indigenous spoke
only their native language, making women and gsjgecially vulnerable to sex
traffickers’” They are still living in precarious conditionsl&y, mostly in unhygienic
conditions, unable to cultivate land because otthrol of the paramilitarie’s. This
situation pushes these people into extreme povesdigng them particularly vulnerable
to exploitation. Indigenous women, who often do sak Spanish have a lower
level of education, are an easy target for reppessnd sexual violence, such as rape,
assault, harassment and trafficking for prostitutio forced labouf® As they lost their
cultural and traditional environment and the cotioedo their community? they are
less resistant to face threats such as abuse mitexipn °

In South Asia, in Burma, due to the conflict betwélge government and the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA), more than 75,000pe have been internally
displaced. 40,000 were living in the Kachin statstrolled by the KIA and where
international aid could barely not arri¥e.
The Kachin population lives in the north-easter®ofma, representing 1 to 1,5
millions of peoplé? As a result of decades of armed conflict, manygedous people

were displaced from the highland to the lowlanthef Kachin stat& Nowadays 80%
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administrated during British ruling (1886-1948)aa&ontier area. When Burma accessed to
independence, those territories were officiallylde as Kachin State. From then, indigenous from
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of the Kachin population live on the plaif{She agreements of 1988 between China
and Burma, opening the border for trade, had amitapt impact on the trafficking
situation. Indeed, Burmese women started to mignasearch of employment but the
demand for sex workers was high.

Since June 2011, the Burmese Army has led numefterssives in the Kachin
State against the Kachin Independence Army, resyilii the forced displacement of
100,000 peopl& The majority of the Kachin population has find l&gein IDPs' camps
next to the Chinese border. However, those campoticeceive international aid, as
international organisatiorisve been denied access in Kachin-controlled &f&msing
desperate, many try to pass illegally the Chinesddy, hoping to find some kind of job
opportunities ther&. They become therefore easy targets for traffickeng
government of Burma does not provide any kind ofgution to IDPs in Kachin Stafg.
Furthermore, the management of resources from #ohild State has basically
consisted in land confiscation, forced displacenagt relocatior?

The relationship between human trafficking and koindr post-conflict
situations, or between conflict and displacemeas, lheen for long highlighted. Women
and children have been pointed as “particularkyskt of being trafficked®* Indigenous
women, because of their connection to their laatsdisproportionally affected by this
issue. Unable to find alternative sources of incoimey are more prone to migrate and
lose the bound with their communities. They becdine® more vulnerable to fall into
the trafficking circle. Lands' rights have to bsured in order to better prevent poverty

of indigenous people and therefore their vulnerightib trafficking.
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5.2. Statelessness

5.2.1. Another expression of otherness

In Thailand, Burma and Malaysia, the “othernessihdigenous people has been
expressed through one of the most obvious waymag sndigenous people of those
countries do not have citizensHfAlthough governments pretend to be actively
fighting against trafficking, they do not tacklesttoot causes of the problem, being the
continuous discrimination of indigenous peopleinternational law, a stateless person
is someone who is “not considered a national by&taye under the operation of its
law.”¥® They have been major campaigns of the United Nat@hildrens’ Fund
(UNICEF) for universal birth registration, and thieuation has been slowly
improving?* However, there is still a lack of research on timniportant issué>
According to a study of the United Nations, in 2004% of births in Latin America
were unregisteretf.As the report states:

For adults in Latin America basic identity docunseate vital

for opening bank accounts, voting, holding a forsedtor job,

owning property and receiving social services. Taek of

proper documentation has a direct bearing on aivithéal’s

ability to fully participate in societ/.

According to a study of the United Nations High Qoission for Refugees

(UNHCR), only 54,1% of the states surveyed had gulaces to identify statelessness

92 Problems of indigenous people to get birth dediés was also reported in Guyana but a lack of
research on this issue does not allow to give atg dbout how many indigenous people would be
unregistered. The Equal Rights Trust, 2012, p. 46.

93 Convention Relating to the Status of Statelessdhs, 360 UNTS 117, done Sept. 28, 1954, entered
into force June 6, 1960 (Status of Stateless Rer€onvention), at Art 1(1). The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights declares that “Everybae the right to a nationality. No one shall be
deprived of his nationality, nor denied the righthange his nationality”. Several other humantsigh
instruments address this issue such as articlefYed€onvention on the Rights of the Child thatesta
“Every child has the right to acquire a nationdlityr Article 9 of of the CEDAW that states that
“State parties shall grant women equal rights wi#n to acquire, change, or retain nationality.”

94 United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) & InnotieResearch Center, 2002.

95 Duryea, & Olgiati, & Stone, 2006, p. 6.
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persons, and 44,6% of the countries had mechanispiace in order to evaluate the
scope of this issue in their territdfy.

Citizenship is closely linked with politics and tusy, and statelessness of
indigenous is reflecting the lack of political rgoition from the government. Usually
indigenous people have been denied citizenshimgwolonisation, or have been
attributed a definition of indigenous identity witht being consulted.Citizenship is
the symbol of belonging to a communiyTherefore, statelessness is a reflect of
different types of discrimination. Racial and gendiscrimination are both influencing
the processes of citizenship, for example in SAsih, as it is seen as a gendered
phenomenon, and it is therefore not a prioritylmn golitical agend®*

In Malaysia, trafficking of indigenous women andgin Malaysia has been
pointed out as an emerging trefftAlthough there is no available data on the scdpe o
statelessness of indigenous in the coufitiyenan women have been pointed as
particularly vulnerable to sexual exploitation drafficking,'® half of Penan villagers
lacking identity cards and/or birth certificat€sRacial discrimination has been
highlighted by NGOs as the main force driving thiezenship policy of the Malaysian
government® Traffickers take benefit from the vulnerable sitoas of indigenous
women:’” The trafficking process usually occurs from riasgas to cities where girls
are brought to brothel€ They are trapped with false promises of employnagatare
lured into a system looking for young tribal giffhe indigenous groups are trafficked
mainly internally:® The government is neglecting the issue and doeske any action
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to protect indigenous womeh? As poverty of indigenous people in Malaysia is of
particular concern, they are easily trapped intta#icking circle because of their hopes
to find better employment opportunities. Therels®a high demand for indigenous
women in the sex trade. As they are rare in théalapthey become precious targets for
traffickers

In Thailand, The government mentioned “securitysos” as justification,
reinforcing stereotypes of hill tribes as dangermughe integrity of the Staté?
Although those tribes leave in the Northern hilil§ bailand since generations, half of
them are still denied citizenshili.In doing so, it perpetuates their discriminatiowl a
exclusion. Indeed, Thailand is merely a sourcesitaand destination country for
trafficking, and hill tribes are pointed as onelw most vulnerable group$.The
obstacles to get citizenship, such as time, poomaonications, lack of administrative
capacity, prejudices, corruptibhand money requirements, undermine the possibility
for those hill tribes to access the Thai natiogalftin Malaysia, long procedures, high
fees, long distance between the villages and theeplto register, have also been
reported as obstacles in order to get citizenShgmme indigenous having asked it
more than four times before getting it. In Burmmagprder to obtain identity cards, they
have to pay a big amount of money, becoming a ratiia for women and girls to
migrate and find better job opportunitié$Therefore, their only solution is to pay a

bribe or to come with an older person with a c¢&t@he lack of identity card also
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compromises their education, as they need it te feesfinal high school exam or to

enter university®

5.2.2.Consequence on the current vulnerability to traffiking

Being considered by some NGOs as “a forgotten humghts crisis™* statelessness
can have an important impact on the vulnerabitityrafficking!*? The United Nations
recognised the particular vulnerability to traffilely of ethnic minority groups who have
no citizenshig? Some studies consider the lack of citizenshifiresgreatest risk
factor for a hill tribe girl or woman to be trafkied or otherwise exploited® Indeed,
citizenship involves political issues but also picat concernd? as people not having
citizenship face numerous obstacles to establisin ithentity and have proper access to
state service¥® Their chances to find a job are extremely redunsaking them
especially vulnerable to exploitatiéfi.Citizenship is the key leading to a range of
states services such as educatiphealthcar®®, or other social services. Without
citizenship, indigenous people of are denied actte®se services and opportunities.
Therefore, it directly has an impact on their semtonomic position in the society and
render them more vulnerable to trafficking and exption. The lack of citizenship also
makes the process of finding job opportunities muche complex, as they cannot
travel freely in the countryf? In Thailand, few jobs exist in the Karen regiortleere is
almost no land availabfé! Even when they manage to go out of the regioanch of
better opportunities, employers are logically rednt to employ people without official
work permitst* Again, this pattern impacts more severely on woanah children. Hill
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tribe women are especially vulnerable to fall itredficking for sexual exploitation, as a
result of not having other alternativé$The implications of not having citizenship are
dramatic. They cannot manage their lands as theythbave any legal right to remain
in the areas of settlement, no matter for how libvey have been there. As a result, they
are numerous cases of indigenous women and chilchficked for sexual

exploitation. For that reason, obtaining citizepdas become the key priority for the

indigenous of Thailan&’

In Mexico, many indigenous people lack citizenshipa result of non-birth
registration'®> There is a correlation, yet to be studied, betwherstates were
indigenous are pointed at especially vulnerabkeafficking, such as
Chiapas, Guerrero, Oaxaca and Puebla, and states wiere is a low rate of birth
registration. In Chiapas, for example, 61.7 pet oéchildren of one year have been
registered in 2008 Mexican children that are not registered are facibstacles
afterwards to access different kind of states sesyisuch as health care or educafion.
It is recognised and known that among the Mexdaldren that do not attend schools,
most of them do not have citizenshipThey are also excluded from heath insurance
programmes and therefore do not have access tthloaak. Unregistered children are
at particular risk of abuse and exploitation areltargeted by human traffickers. Every
year, around 300 000 children aged between 6 aryg@de old migrate with their
families in order to find jobs in the North of Mexi**® Many of those children do not
have birth certificaté® For instance, in April 2011, the General Direabthe Oaxacan
Institute for Migrant Affairs (IOAM), Rufino Domingez, stated that 15,000 of the
60,000 indigenous people working in Oaxaca in iblel$ of Baja California, did not
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possess birth certificaté8.Without being registered, indigenous people cabeogfit

from any kind of protection from the State.

A similar situation can be found in Burma, where issue of citizenship for
indigenous women and girls is point out as ondefrhajor factors contributing to their
vulnerability to trafficking:** The Kachin population lives in the north-eastefrn o
Burma, representing 1 to 1,5 millions of peofifén some areas of Kachin state, two
thirds of the population do not have identity c&ttifacilitating the trafficking of

women and girls:

In several cases in this report, girls were trickbdut where
they were being taken, because they were not faniith
routes or towns outside their home vicinity. Giwlghout 1D are
entirely dependent on others, who can wind up beadffckers,

to arrange their travét®

Since 1962, identity cards are necessary to tias@le the territory of Burme®
Many indigenous from rural, more isolated areas,rat officially registered and do not
possess them. The regime in place since 1997 tegutae travel of women between
the ages of 16 to 25 to the Thai border is poiatethcreasing the risk for them to be
trafficked’*’ They actually seem to make the tasks for traffiskmasier as they have to
be accompanied to cross the border and becomddheersasy targets for exploitation
and deceptioff®® Corruption is also highlighted as local officeenbfit from smuggling
and trafficking, bribes being given at every cheaskp'*° Some of them are trafficked
to China and become even more dependent on th#icker as they become illegal
migrants, susceptible of arrest. In most casegjitteare trafficked at the border or
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within China, and are sold to Chinese men as W#fif&lthough the Burmese
government states its determination to stop trafiig, it does not tackle the root causes
of those women into the trafficking process.

Lack of citizenship is a disadvantage also at tite@ the trafficking process, as
victims receive limited protection and assistanoe @ven be denied entry in the source
country™! They are the primary targets of traffickers, aytlegally do not exist. It
renders women and girls powerless as they canpottrerimes to the authoritié¥.

This also makes impossible for families to look tfueir daughters because they do not
have identity cards themselves and are therefamblaro travet> When women
manage to escape from their traffickers and toagpkbo Burma, they face new
obstacles. The testimony of one survivor from Burmiao found refuge in a woman's
house, is enlightening:

The Shan woman asked me my ethnicity. When she kinat

was Kachin, she adviced me to go to Mai Ja Yangliika

village), because many girls who were sold andrnett back

had to pay fines or go to prison. She suggestdd tha
away*

In Burma, the issue of lack of citizenship haswotst, as people wanting to
request a border pass in order to go to China mast strict condition§> Furthermore,
border offices close to places with important nundfdDPs have been closéd For
example, in Pakahtawng, only 800 out of 2699 ID&sehdentity card$’ According to
Kachin Women's Association Thailand, the policiethe Burmese government towards
Kachin people are simply fuelling the traffickingwomen and girls for sexual

exploitation in Chind>® This situation has been exacerbated by the amggonflict
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and the displacement resulting fron®#t.

Statelessness renders indigenous people espeaidigrable, as they cannot
access to state services such as health care catexu They have therefore a lower
education, fewer job opportunities and becomegtt hisk to be trafficked. They also
become unable to get out of the trafficking ciratethey are dependent on their

traffickers.

159 Kachin Women's Association Thailand, 2005,.p. 5
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Conclusions

Trafficking of indigenous women and girls is anuisf particular concern, being for
too long neglected. It requires much more atterdiodh will soon or later become a
focus of agencies specialised in human traffickiidferent factors have played a role
in the neglect of the indigenous women as a pdaticwlinerable group to trafficking.
Among them, the development of the traffickingrhtieire, for long focused on the
crossing of international borders, but also theenbs of taking into account the demand
side and the link between discrimination and serploitation.

The specific root causes rendering indigenous woanerdiverse and all
interconnected, but the origin has to be founaiglstanding patterns of
discrimination against indigenous women. They i&cgtiple forms of discrimination
because of the “nexus between gender, race, cotathnicity and other axes of
subordination™ Developed in various disciplines, the concepttbEmess therefore
helps to create a comprehensive framework to addireth gender and racial
discrimination and its relationship with traffickjn

The first root cause is an ideological structuaatdr, as exoticism of indigenous
women seems to have an important impact on thémevability of being trafficked.
Colonisation has brought a perception of indigerami%thers”, as a way to legitimise
the conquest of the territories, but also of thdié® of indigenous. The literature on this
topic has been rare but studies in Canada, Unitess Nepal and Taiwan has shown
the negative impact of stereotypes of indigenousi&rm Colonialism and imperialism
have created pictures of indigenous women thastdteampant today and that leads
directly to violence and discrimination. It creagesituation that facilitates the
recruitment of young indigenous women and incretiseslemand. The historical
background of oppression of indigenous people rested what academics call a
“generational trauma”, affecting the well-beinggaerations of indigenous women,
impacting on their self-esteem, and therefore eir thbility to respond to the threats of
human trafficking.

1 United Nations General Assembly, 2001, p. 4.
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Social factors can also be an important root caaseéjscrimination is
sometimes expressed through cultural practice$, asiin India and Nepal, where
indigenous women are sold in temples at very yageand falls in that way in the
trafficking circle. Perceptions of indigenous conmities make them easy targets for
traffickers and cultural practices are transfornmtd a trafficking business. Otherness
has different components, indigenous women beisgridninated because of their
ethnicity and their gender. Therefore, patriardyastems often contributes and
perpetuates discrimination against women and gdmdearchies inside of their
community also impact on their vulnerability to toafficked, such as in Ghana, Togo
and Benin.

Root causes can also be found in geopolitical facts otherness can also lead
to processes of dispossession, such as lack pérghip and displacement. In Thailand,
Burma, and Malaysia, the lack of citizenship haslezed indigenous women
particularly vulnerable to trafficking. Statelessaés a particular risk factor to
trafficking, as citizenship is the key to variotiates services such as healthcare, social
security and education. Indigenous women who ddawge citizenship find themselves
even more marginalised and at high risk of beiaffitked. Displacement can also have
a significant impact on the vulnerability to traKing. The last chapter addressed
different types of displacement. The cases of Megicd Burma highlighted the
vulnerability of indigenous linked to conflict-inded displacement, while Lao PDR and
Guyana provided examples of development-inducqalatisment. As they lose
connection with their land and their community,igehous women are forced to search
for alternative sources of income and are theredamaly trapped into the trafficking
circles. Different reports have highlighted thduee of governments to ensure
effectively land rights to indigenous communitiespecially when it comes to
development projects, Involving destruction of trexivironment, pollution of water,
increase in alcoholism, development-displacemesitafso an important impact on
trafficking of indigenous women.

The trafficking business is complex and alwaysd@ag for new victims.

Therefore, prevention policies have to be builedong-term basis, tackling the root
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causes such as poverty, human rights abuses amahdisation. Indeed, in order to
build efficient prevention programmes, a complatdarstanding of the situation of
vulnerability of certain individuals or groups issential. Therefore, much more
research is needed on the vulnerability of indigsnwomen to be trafficked. The
relationship between discrimination and traffickimas to be further analysed. The
concept of otherness can provide a useful tooltl ltomprehensive studies on the
issue. Understanding the link between racial disicration and trafficking can help to
know the primary targets, but can also serve asanro fight the trafficking process.
As the situation of indigenous women is a resulhaftiple discriminations, fighting
against trafficking requires a strong political W€ oordination of different actors, such
as governments and civil society, is necessarighd éfficiently against the human
trafficking business. Discrimination against indiges people is still prevalent in many
countries worldwide through different forms and babe addressed in anti-trafficking
programmes. Issues of perceptions of indigenousempwitizenship, and systems of
oppression have to be considered when tackling Wiaénerability to trafficking. Land
rights have to be recognised and indigenous cdtpreserved, and land reforms have
to focus on the protection of indigenous peoplettaies?

Information and education can have positive resuitthe vulnerability to
trafficking. Therefore, raising awareness on te&ie among indigenous communities is
essential. Indigenous women and girls have to toenred on the risk of human
trafficking. As they are often located in remoteas, awareness campaigns have to be
accessible and to be organised in order to tangekgenous women. However, if it can
help to reduce the risks for a certain group, it @so only move the problem. It is
therefore essential to tackle structural factanuhan trafficking, such as gender and
racial discrimination. Policies against human tckihg have to be built in a
comprehensive manner that comprises the diffegatibfs rendering indigenous women
vulnerable. The demand side has to be further aedlgnd taken into consideration
when identifying the vulnerable groups to traffieggi This side of the trafficking
process has been for too long overlooked aslitegltiving force of this “business”.

2 CEDAW, 2011, p. 30.
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Indeed if the collection of data concerning trdiig victims is generally taking into
account characteristics such as gender and ageratedy consider ethnicity. Data has
to be collected by categories of indigenous ethynemd gender in order to ensure a
better understanding of the issue and the developai@ppropriate prevention
programme$.Human trafficking of indigenous women is nothingmmthan another
form of violence against them. It is an expressibracial stereotypes but also of
devastating discriminatory policies from governnsemven if their situation differs
from countries to countries, continents from coanits, the scope of this study shows
the wide range of places where indigenous womeifeaneg the same patterns of
discrimination. Trafficking of exploitation is fditated by a continuous normalisation
of their sexual exploitation.

Human trafficking is a hideous business taking atages and benefit from the
human rights abuses and position of vulnerabilifyesed by certain individuals or
groups. Slavery has maybe been legally abolished lemains under different forms
of oppression. Because of the hidden nature oftiinee, there is an important lack of
data on the scope and on the vulnerable groups tafficked. Indigenous women have
been pointed out as a vulnerable group to traffighut the real scope of this issue is
still unknown. Much more forms of exploitation hawebe addressed such as forced
labour or debt bondage. Even if women are partitudfected, indigenous men are
not spared but the issue is also enough investightere research is also needed on the
relationship between displacement and traffickpagticularly its impact on indigenous
people, and especially on indigenous women andremil

When | started to think about writing my thesis @ibihe issue of trafficking of
indigenous women and to share my ideas with diffiepeople, several experts on
human trafficking and on indigenous people answared“No, this is not really an
issue”. This thesis shows unfortunately the cogttdowever, aware of its limits and
weaknesses, this research did not aim to give haustive picture of the problem or to
pretend than trafficking of indigenous people oryicern women or sexual
exploitation. Although it will presentonly the tip of what is almost certainly a much

3 CEDAW, 2011, p. 30.
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larger iceberd', giving a fraction of the whole picture of traffickd of indigenous
people, | believe that this work can bring awarsr@sthis issueften undermined and
neglectedand, hopefully, inspirether academics, NGOs, international organisatitmns,
pursue the work in this direction. As it has betxesl by a former Minister of Thailand,

By recognizing the task of combating traffickinguyare saying

to the world that the suffering and the agony oldcen and

women victims matters, and that there is an urgeatl to

rescue, assist and empower them. Their lives aire@wtant as

our own lives

4 Johnson, 2012, p. 621.
5 Vital Voices, 2007, p. 1.
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