
 
 

University of Montpellier 

 

European Master’s Degree in Human Rights and Democratisation 

A.Y. 2015/2016 

 

 

 

 

Grandhotel Cosmopolis 

A Lesson Taught by Civil Society 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Author: Melanie Wündsch 

Supervisor: Prof. Caroline Picheral  



 
 

Abstract 

The Grandhotel Cosmopolis is one out of eight collective accommodation centres for 

asylum seekers in Augsburg, Germany. It was initiated and is now run by a collective of 

artists and activists with a housing capacity for 56 asylum seekers. The thesis at hand 

aims at analysing appraisal of asylum seekers as well as the policy preferences towards 

asylum seeking persons of staff members in the centres. The author will conduct a com-

parison of the activists, the so-called hoteliers, working in the Grandhotel Cosmopolis on 

the one hand, and the directors of all eight collective accommodation centres in Augsburg, 

who are employed by the government of Swabia, on the other hand. To be able to con-

ceive the staff members’ appraisal and policy preference, interviews with standardized 

questionnaires have been conducted and evaluated. Findings show that appraisal of asy-

lum seekers as beneficial or threatening to the receiving society predict support for im-

migration policy directed either at defending immigrants’ rights or defending the receiv-

ing society. Furthermore, a difference in attitudes and policy preferences could be found 

for the hoteliers in the Grandhotel Cosmopolis and the directors of the collective accom-

modation centres. Directors’ appraisals revealed an ambivalent relationship towards asy-

lum seekers.  

 

 

 

“The great thing is, if someone walks down these stairs, you can’t tell whether it’s a 

refugee, a visitor, a hotel guest, or someone from the Café.“       – Peter Fliege, Hotelier 

 

„In the Grandhotel Cosmopolis diverse hotel guests live together, the Grandhotel is a 

metaphor for a place where all humans are travellers in the journey of life who found a 

temporarily shelter.”               – Georg Heber, Hotelier 
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